
  

To receive a FREE digital copy of the newsletter every month, please contact  
eastcombebandbnews@gmail.com.  Printed copies, 60p each, are available from  

Eastcombe Stores, Frith Community Café & Chalford Parish Centre.   
 

Please send items for the January newsletter to eastcombenewsletter@btinternet.com  
by NOON on Friday 12th December.   

60p 
FREE Digitally! 

FOLLOW US on 

FACEBOOK 

SAVE YOUR 
STAMPS THIS  

CHRISTMAS! 
 

Your used stamps 
could help raise  

much-needed funds 
for charity.  

 

See Page 4 for details. 

NEW-TO-EASTCOMBE COFFEE MORNING 
 

New/newish to the village?  Fancy the opportunity to meet 
other newcomers, plus some of us who have been around 

for a while?   
If so, come along to The Lamb Inn on Saturday 6th December, 

 from 10.30am to 11.30am.  
 

Enjoy coffee and home-made cake, and the opportunity to find out 
about some of the many village activities. Eastcombe is a great 

place to live and we hope you are able to come along to say hello! 
 

For more details, contact Chris Sissons: csissons52@gmail.com 

NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE… 

Due to Christmas, the  
deadline for the January 

newsletter is  
 

FRIDAY 12th DECEMBER. 
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
SUPPORT IN 2025! 

Join the Avening Silver Band for some 

Christmas tunes at The Lamb Inn,  
on Thursday 11th December, at 6pm.  

All are welcome—including dogs! 

 

 

See Page 7 for  
details. 

EASTCOMBE CHRISTMAS LIGHTS 2025! 
 

All are welcome at Eastcombe Green on TUESDAY 2ND 
DECEMBER to light the Eastcombe Christmas tree. 

 

The fun starts at 6pm at Eastcombe 
Primary School, with refreshments & 

Christmas singing.  A torch-lit procession 
will then make its way to Eastcombe 
Green, where Father Christmas will 

switch on the Eastcombe  
Christmas tree lights! 

 

Enjoy Christmas music with the 
Hilltop Band & the Shanty Singers, 

& festive drinks at the school & 
The Lamb Inn. 

 

ALL WELCOME! 

mailto:eastcombebandbnews@gmail.com
mailto:eastcombenewsletter@btinternet.com
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100080151229836
mailto:csissons52@gmail.com
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BISLEY-WITH-LYPIATT PARISH COUNCIL NEWS www.bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk/ 
Contact the Clerk: admin@bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk  
 

The public consultation for the Neighbourhood Plan concluded in November.  Data from the consultation at 
all three wards will now be collated.  
 

Last month we identified several concerns: 
 

1. Lack of mobile signal: We had a further meeting with GCC and Atlas Towers (AT). AT have conducted 
further investigations to provide full mobile signal coverage. Due to the topography, the only  
straightforward coverage would be Bisley. We have requested the AT standard questionnaire to issue to 
the parish to gain potential support for a tower. We were advised that EE are the mobile signal provider of 
choice for emergency services. We are pursuing options through GCC comms specialist to potentially     
extend coverage throughout the parish with EE. 
2. Blanket reduction of speed limit to 20mph: The speed reduction is now a matter with GCC. We 
have advised the need to impose a blanket 20mph in the villages.  
3.,4.,5. The condition of road network: This is an ongoing topic. We hold regular meetings with  
Highways to highlight all the concerns. 
 Repainting white lines at junctions and safety signs on the road: At least one junction has been re-lined 

- we will be seeking confirmation of further re-lining. 
 Installation of patrol/warning lights outside Eastcombe Primary School. 
 The drop kerb to the green has been costed against recommended design. We have requested funding 

to fully support the installation works. 
 

There are two vacancies on the Parish Council. If you would like to become a Parish Councillor to support 
our community, please contact Heather - our Clerk - or indeed any of the Parish Councillors to find out more. 
 

PC meetings take place 7.30pm on the first Wednesday of each month at Bisley Village Hall.  All welcome. 
 

Colin Clifton, Chair, Eastcombe Ward: colin.clifton@bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk 

BUSSAGE PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 

Open Days: Every day is an open day at Bussage 
Primary C of E and we are always willing to  
accommodate prospective parents to come and 
look at the school, but we also have some time 
slots available on Wednesday 12th November and 
Tuesday 2nd December.  These start at 9:30am 
each day.  To book, please contact the school via 
email on admin@bussage.gloucs.sch.uk. 
 

Library Update: WE NEED YOU! After a busy 
half-term in which the school library had ceiling 
tiles and carpets fitted, and new lights installed to 
make the room eco-friendlier, the school will be 
receiving several bookcases to finish the room off 
in style.  These need putting together - any  
parents, friends of the school or community  
members that can help, please look out for further 
information - we would really appreciate help, as 
would the children.  Thank you. 
 

Full Steam Ahead! Y5 & 6 had a fantastic trip to 
STEAM in Swindon, demonstrating outstanding 
behaviour, enthusiasm, and curiosity throughout 
the day.  Well done Y5 & 6.  Not to be outdone, 
Y3 & 4 were also on their travels, to the National 
Waterways Museum for a trip.  The children learnt 
how cogs and gears can make lifting weights  
easier and made a splash, getting stuck in with all 
the activities arranged! Well done Y3 & 4. 
 

Sports: KS2 runners took part in a cross-country 
event at Stratford Park in October, competing vs 
other local schools.  For anyone that has tried 
Stratford Park Park Run, you will know that the 
terrain is undulating at best, a real challenge for 
our runners who smashed it head on, finishing a 
fantastic fourth place out of the 19 schools  
competing.  Not only that, but a group of Y1/2 
students donned the Bussage blue colours in an 
End Ball tournament.  Showing great teamwork 
and determination, they managed to win five out 
of their six competitive matches. Great work! 

EASTCOMBE PRIMARY 
SCHOOL 

 

Many thanks for all your harvest donations; 
it was a bumper haul this year and will go a 
long way to helping local families in need. 
 

Spaces are available at both 'Breakfast Club' and 'After 
School Club' every day. Please contact the school of-
fice to book a session. Sessions can be booked in ad-
vance or last minute but Breakfast Club sessions must 
be booked by 3pm the day before. Lots of exciting 
Christmas activities are planned alongside our usual 
outdoor play, games and crafts. Mrs Fowles and Miss 
Meanwell look forward to seeing new faces! 
 

A reminder that we are taking part in the Tesco Blue 
Token Scheme, raising money to further develop the 
playgrounds.  We would be very grateful for your sup-
port as the blue token theme is open right now 
through to January - perfect for seasonal shopping!  
We understand we are at the big Tesco in Stroud, the 
little Tesco Express in Bussage and other local Express 
stores such as Stroud Merrywalks, Nailsworth and Pa-
ganhill. Please spread the word to family and friends 
as every token helps.  Thank you in advance.  
 

We had another fun filled and topical term: wrap 
around care after school club had lots of Halloween 
fun making monster boxes, chocolate sprinkle apples, 
movie night and a hallowe’en party!  And, on 5th No-
vember, Squirrel Class in their computing lesson made 
firework pictures using laptops.  
 

We recently had a fascinating 
interactive assembly learning all 
about water!  A visitor from Sev-
ern Trent Water began by look-
ing at the water cycle and then 
at how we can save water in our 
homes, preventing water waste. 

 
 

Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year - and a big thank you for all 

your support this year! 

https://bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk/
mailto:admin@bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk
mailto:colin.clifton@bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk
mailto:admin@bussage.gloucs.sch.uk
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DISTRICT COUNCIL NEWS 
 

Housing Standards, Damp and Mould. ‘Awaab's Law', 
enacted following the death in 2020 of toddler Awaab Ishak 
due to prolonged exposure to mould, has come into force. It 
sets strict time frames for social landlords, such as SDC, to 
make safe any damp and mould hazards. As a council  
landlord (with c.5000 houses and flats), SDC is also  
investing to improve the energy efficiency of council homes 
to make them warmer and healthier for tenants. Please 
contact me if you have a mould problem in social 
housing, or if you would like to know about financial 
help for energy efficiency improvements in privately 
owned or rented housing – the general qualification 
for this is household income under £30,000. 
 

Lottery Funding for Canal: The Stroudwater Canal  
restoration project led by SDC and Cotswolds Canals Trust 
has been awarded £6.46 million by the National Lottery  
Heritage Fund. This will enable work to complete the 
‘Missing Mile’ and re-connect Stroud to the national network. 
 

Brunel Goods Shed: SDC purchased the historic Grade II* 
Listed Brunel Goods Shed from Network Rail in March this 
year and has now sold the building to Stroud Valleys 
Artspace (SVA), securing its future as a vibrant cultural  
venue at the heart of Stroud. The transfer marks a signifi-
cant step in the regeneration of the Stroud Station Quarter. 
 

Licensing Policy: Council has approved a revised Licensing 
Policy, including advice to license-holders to participate in 
the Ask for Angela scheme, in which people can ask staff at 
participating bars and clubs for help if they feel unsafe or 
vulnerable. The policy also encourages licensees to ‘Reduce, 
Re-use and Recycle'. 
 

Local Government Reorganisation: Stroud District  
Council will be debating and voting on the future of local 
government in Gloucestershire in an extraordinary meeting 
on November 20th. We will be deciding our preference for 
one or two new unitary councils to replace SDC and the five 
other district and borough councils and GCC. All these  
councils will decide their preferences, but the final decision 
will be made by Central Government. 
 

Please contact me about any council-related issues: Martin 
Brown 01452 770878 cllr.martin.brown@stroud.gov.uk  

CHALFORD PARISH COUNCIL NEWS  
Chalford Parish Centre, 50 Geralds Way, Chalford, GL6 8FJ; 01453 887204  
info@chalford-glos.gov.uk   www.chalford-glos.gov.uk.  Facebook. 
 

The Chalford Parish Council team and Councillors would like to wish all our residents a very 
Happy Christmas. 
 

Small Grants from Chalford Parish Council: If you are a local organisation in need of funding towards a 
project, you may be eligible for a small grant from the Parish Council. The grant must be for the benefit of 
parishioners in Chalford Parish and for a specific purpose.  The organisation making the application should 
be a charity or not for profit organisation. For full details about qualifying rules and application forms please 
visit the Parish Council website. The deadline for this next year's applications is 31st January 2026. Grants 
will be awarded at our Annual Parish Meeting which is held in April/ May 2026. 
 

Tesco Shut for Refurbishment: The New Year will be bringing us a New Tesco -  a full refurbishment is 
planned which will necessitate a 4 week closure starting from 12th January 2026.  
 

Frithwood Surgery Wall Repairs: Following the incident which caused damage to the Frithwood Surgery 
wall, remedial works will commence late November and continue into January 2026. There will be some dis-
ruption to the Pharmacy and the carpark whilst work is going on. 
 

Christmas Grotto: Further to last months update, we are delighted to confirm that our Christmas Grotto 
event will be on Thursday 11th December between 1.30pm and 4pm. Pop into the Parish Office to collect 
your ‘Santa Pass’ – these are free and ensure Santa has enough lovely chocolate treats to go around. 
(Maximum 50 people, so grab your Passes before they all go). We will also have the donkeys visiting on the 
day – they were so popular last year that we are thrilled they want to visit our event again.  
 

Get Charged and Ready to Go: Don’t forget that the Parish offices have 2 PRO EV Chargers available to 
all residents who require them. The chargers offer very competitive rates at just 50 pence per kilowatt. 

EASTCOMBE VILLAGE HALL  
 

The village hall is an exceptional centre of 
activity of our community. Monthly usage 
exceeds 80% of time available - a significant 
achievement. Moreover, activities cater for 
babies and toddlers through to those  
remaining supple in senior years - truly a full 
range. 
 

This amazing achievement requires truly 
‘amazing’ support to deliver such high  
quality, seamless use.  There are of course 
several people involved in delivering this 
support, but one that stands out is Felicity 
Waggett, our secretary. 
 

Felicity has decided to step down after many 
years of unswerving support and dedication 
to the running of the hall. Eastcombe  
community has benefited tremendously from 
her dedication. Felicity has managed the hall 
bookings, ensured the hall is fully prepared 
for use - heating, tea towels, toilet rolls etc, 
at the same time being our  
steadfast secretary, guiding us along. 
 

Felicity will remain a key contributor to  
Eastcombe. Meanwhile we are working to 
maintain her high standards.  We are  
therefore seeking 2 individuals to take on the 
role of bookings and hall support, and secre-
tary.  We hold 3 formal meetings a year. 
 

If this opportunity inspires you, 
please contact Colin Clifton: 

07958761507. 
 

Optic fibre broadband was installed in the 
hall mid-November. This will provide wifi 
coverage to hall users as well as the  
opportunity to stream data. We anticipate 
further usage of the annex to capitalise on 
this function and of course provide the film 
club and all users with a better experience. 
 
 

Colin Clifton - Chair Eastcombe Village Hall  

mailto:cllr.martin.brown@stroud.gov.uk
mailto:info@chalford-glos.gov.uk
http://www.chalford-glos.gov.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064850133838
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SAVE YOUR STAMPS FOR CHARITY! 
 

Saving your used stamps this Christmas could help the 
charity Sjögrens UK.  I was diagnosed with Sjögren’s 

Disease in 2013. 
 

Raising Awareness: Sjögren’s Disease is an autoimmune rheu-
matic disease that can occur on its own or in association with other 
rheumatic disease, most commonly rheumatoid arthritis.  It mainly 
affects women over 40 (one in 2000 women in the UK), although up 
to 10% of cases occur in men and it is also seen in young people.   
 

I have received endless help and encouragement from the Sjögrens 
UK  helpline staff and through the newsletters.  I applied to be seen 
by a rheumatologist with a Sjögren’s Disease specialism, who sees 
most of the group annually.  I also located a self-help group in 
Gloucester and have been attending monthly ever since.  We  
usually meet in the Monk’s Kitchen cafe in Gloucester Cathedral at 
10.30am on the last Thursday in the month to exchange tips on the 
management of this autoimmune disease - but don’t take ourselves 
too seriously, laughter being the best medicine! 
 

Raising Funds: If you would like to help me support this charity, 
please collect used stamps from your Christmas card envelopes, 
cutting around them with a 1cm margin, if possible.  Please keep 
them until after Christmas when I will place a box at the end of our 
drive in Fidges Lane, Eastcombe, to collect the stamps. Thank you. 
 

For more information, please visit: www.sjogrensuk.org 
 

Pam Perry, Studdridge, Fidges Lane. Eastcombe.  

HILLTOP GARDENING CLUB  
www.hilltopgardeningclub.org.uk 

 

At our 4th November meeting, Margie Hoffnung spoke 
about ‘The Holfords and the Creation of the Landscape.’ 
 

Margie has connections to Westonbirt, but her engaging 
talk was more than reminiscence and anecdote. It was 
firmly anchored in well-illustrated archive material. The 
Victorian, sepia-coloured photographs, maps, landscape 
designs, plant-lists and gardeners’ notebooks were used 
as guides to help members and visitors visualise the 
evolving historic gardens, and more recent  
conservation, renovation, and repairs. 
 

A conservation officer for the Gardens Trust, Margie 
deftly delineated the complexities of The Holfords’  
genealogy across several generations. The central  
driver, Robert Stayner Holford, the entrepreneurial  
Victorian, reputedly the richest man in England, wanted 
a bigger garden - much bigger. Like many of the  
super-rich of his age he was obsessed with collecting 
and had the networks and budget to acquire and study 
plants, especially trees.  Working with fashionable  
architects, he nonetheless stayed with W.S Gilpin’s  
notion of the ‘picturesque’ landscape and created a  
relatively informal garden. It was easy to warm to a 
man who built his garden before starting Westonbirt 
House (since 1929 Westonbirt School). His ‘Creation of 
the Landscape’ involved re-housing Westonbirt villagers 
into architect Lewis Vulliamy’s new terrace (and,  
incidentally, diverting the village brook and re-routing 
roads). However, Holford’s initial plans were largely  
realised and are still visible today: the renovated Italian-
ate-garden beautifully restored. The Holford’s planted 
for the future. Margie’s final compelling image was of an 
original field of anemone apennina still going strong.  
 

A fascinating talk with time to exchange stories and 
memories and ask questions.   
 

Next meeting: 2nd December, 1:30pm,  
Eastcombe Scout and Guide HQ: Charlotte Popescu 
‘In Praise of Apples’, and end of year celebrations.  

HAPPY CHRISTMAS from  
THE LITTLE FREE ART 
GALLERY, BUSSAGE! 

 

As the festive season approaches we’d 
love you to pop by the gallery! There’ll 
be plenty of Christmas-themed miniature 

art to take home — maybe you could 
pass some on to someone who could use a little 

kindness this winter? 
 

There will also be a unique and creative  
interpretation of the Christmas story – perfect for 

all the family to enjoy! 
 

Our mission is to spread joy and celebrate  
creativity on the hilltop.  We invite everyone to: 

 

Take a piece of art 
Leave a piece of art 

Or just take a look around! 
 

Find the #littlefreeartgallerybussage on The  
Avenue, Bussage, off Cowswell Lane GL6 8AT. 

What3words///dates.barn.hawks 

EASTCOMBE FOOTPATH NEWS 
 

Ever wondered where all the Eastcombe  
footpaths are, and where they go? 
 

We need help to identify which footpaths are not 
signed very well.  Some are not marked at all, 
and others have fallen into disrepair. If you walk 
the paths regularly you might know of some that 
need better signage. 
 

Please contact Sue with details: 07821 806724 
 

PS: If you enjoy walking, the Eastcombe 
Footpath Group meet on average once 
a month to maintain the local paths.  It 
would be good to see you.  
 

Please contact Sue for more details. 
 

file:///D:/1%20EASTCOMBE%20NEWSLETTER/2025/93%20DECEMBER%202025/www.sjogrensuk.org
http://www.hilltopgardeningclub.org.uk
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Eastcombe Baptist Chapel 
 

A service is held on Sunday mornings, at 10:30am at the 
chapel in Dr Crouch’s Road, Eastcombe. 

St Michael’s & All Angels, Bussage 
 

Services this month are: 
 

 Sunday 14th: Holy Communion, 
9.30am 

 Sunday 14th: Christmas Concert, 
Eastcombe Village Hall, 2.30pm (see 
poster on front page) 

 Wednesday 24th (Christmas Eve): 
Christmas Communion, 10pm 

 Sunday 28th: Holy Communion, 
10am 

 

On other Sundays and over the Christmas period 
there are services in different parts of the  

Benefice.  
For full details please visit 

facebook.com/BisleyBeneficeandFriends/ or join 
our mailing list by contacting  
pewslipsbisley@hotmail.com. 

 

For weddings, funerals & baptisms, contact 
Revd. Sue Murray:  

vicar@bisleybenefice.org.uk 

EASTCOMBE VILLAGE GROUP (EVG) 
 

Eastcombe Village Christmas tree event – Tuesday 
2 December, 6pm: We will be combining with the  
Primary School again for this event.    
 

 6pm: Eastcombe Primary School: the Christmas    
windows will be revealed, the tree lit and the children 
will sing carols. The Eastcombe School Association will 
be selling mulled wine and hot chocolate. 

 Around 6.20pm: The children and parents will move 
to the green, with a candlelit procession. 

 Around 6.25pm: Arrive at the green. The Hilltop 
Band and Shanty Singers will lead Christmas songs 
and music. The Christmas tree will be lit by Father 
Christmas, who will distribute sweets to the children. 

 Afterwards: Everyone is welcome to retire to the 
Lamb Inn where mulled wine and cider will be     
available, plus some festive treats. The Hilltop Band 
and Shanty Singers will lead festive carols and songs. 

 

 ROAD CLOSURE: We need to keep everyone 
safe, especially the children, so Dr Crouch's 
Road will be closed from St Augustine's cross-
roads to the green between 6pm and 6.25pm.  

 

Newcomers Coffee Morning: Saturday 6  
December, 10.30am, The Lamb Inn. See front page. 
 

Eastcombe Village Quiz – Saturday 21 February 
2026: The annual quiz will be held in the village hall 
with Scott Sissons as quizmaster. A ploughman’s supper 
will be served. Tickets will be on sale in the New Year. 
 

Eastcombe Photographic Competition 2025/2026: 
The quest to find the best photograph of the uniqueness 
and beauty of our Cotswold village.  Photographs can be 
anything which you feel reflects our wonderful village.  
The winning entry will be made into a limited edition 
wooden jigsaw puzzle, available from autumn 2026.  
Entries should be submitted by mid-September 2026. 
Details of where you can obtain entry forms, with the 
terms and conditions, will be available shortly.  For  
details or queries contact Colin Clifton on 07958 761597 
 

Our next meeting will be on Monday 12 January 
2026, at 7.30pm at Eastcombe Village Hall Annex.  
 

Peter Scott: peterhscott@btinternet.com  
 

Contact csissons52@gmail.com to join the mailing list. 
 

Follow Eastcombe Village Group on Facebook. 

EASTCOMBE WI 
 

This month's report is a resume 
of the year from May to  
September as the dates of our 
meetings are usually later than the 
newsletter deadline.  
 

Each month we deal with various matters from 
the National Federation and Gloucestershire  
Federation. These involve the two boards'  
directives and events and we have our local 
business and clubs reports too. 
 

In May we decided on the Resolutions for the 
National Federation's 2025 Campaign. Bystand-
ers can be Lifesavers' was chosen and involves 
encouraging people to train in CPR techniques.  
 

In June we visited Star College at Ullenwood and 
were very impressed by staff and students’  
abilities and the superb facilities. At our June 
meeting we planned for the National WI's 110th 
birthday. Our speaker was unavailable so we  
enjoyed a social evening.  
 

In July we celebrated the birthday with bubbles 
and cake, and were entertained by two flamenco 
specialists. 
 

Our August meeting meant plans for the  
Christmas Event, a trading stall and dates for 
Lunch Club and Craft and Scrabble. Our speaker, 
Gillian Cane, spoke of The Bodleian Library, from 
its roots to the present. She told us of its  
foundation with only about 12 books and the 
millions now stacked in numerous linked  
buildings. Her slides of the buildings and her  
enthusiasm were greatly appreciated by us all.  
 

In September we spent 'An evening with  
Painswick Artist Rupert Aker'. He brought  
examples of his work and produced a wonderful 
painting in oils for us, with details of his tech-
nique. He told us he is inspired by the  
Gloucestershire countryside and has a studio in 
Painswick in the old public toilets. He calls it the 
Louvre, cue great laughter and applause.  

https://en-gb.facebook.com/BisleyBeneficeandFriends/
mailto:pewslipsbisley@hotmail.com
mailto:vicar@bisleybenefice.org.uk
mailto:peterhscott@btinternet.com
mailto:csissons52@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100091431462966
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COOKERY CORNER 
 

This month, Chris Sissons shares her recipe for: 
 

FRANGIPANE MINCE PIES  
 

Easier than the traditional version, they freeze very 
well, or will keep for up to a week in an airtight  

container – but they are so delicious, they tend to 
get eaten a lot sooner!  Makes 24 pies. 

 

You will need a 7.5–8cm round/fluted cutter and 2 
12 hole fairy cake tins. 

 

INGREDIENTS: 
 

For the pastry: 
 200g plain flour 
 50g ground almonds 
 50g icing sugar 
 125g butter, chilled and diced 
 1 egg yolk 
 

For the frangipane: 
 85g unsalted butter, softened 
 85g caster sugar 
 2 eggs 
 100g ground almonds 
 15g plain flour 
 Few drops almond extract (optional) 
For the filling: 
 400g mincemeat 
 50g flaked almonds 
 

METHOD: 
For the pastry:  
1. Put the flour, ground almonds, icing sugar and butter in a 

food processor and pulse until the mixture resembles fine 
breadcrumbs.  

2. Add the egg yolk and pulse again, then gradually add 1–2  
tablespoons of very cold water, until the mixture comes     
together into a dough. Chill for 30 mins. 

Frangipane:  
1. Beat the butter and sugar until fluffy, then add the remaining 

ingredients and a pinch of salt. Mix well. 
2. Preheat the oven to 200C/180C fan/gas mark 6. 
3. Roll out the pastry to around 3mm thick on a lightly floured 

surface. Cut out 24 rounds and line two 12-hole lightly 
greased fairy cake tins. 

4. Add a heaped teaspoon of mincemeat to each, then a      
generously heaped teaspoon of the frangipane, sealing round 
the edges. Sprinkle with flaked almonds.  

5. Bake for 15–17 minutes, until the pastry is crisp and the  
frangipane is lightly browned. 

6. Enjoy warm with a dollop of cream or rum butter! 

GIFTS FOR GARDENERS! 
 

Inspired Christmas gifts for the gardener in your life!  
 

 A thermal mug, so your tea doesn’t go cold whilst weeding. 
 A Japanese hori-hori knife – the ultimate garden tool, much loved by  

professional gardeners.  Useful for awkward weeds, planting bulbs,    
deadheading, cutting roots and lots more.  

 Velcro knee pads – no more sore knees!  
 Garden snips – so much easier for deadheading and light pruning, halfway 

between secateurs and scissors.  
 Earbuds – essential for keeping up with your favourite garden podcast. 
 A pack of your favourite biscuits for sustenance, and to enjoy whilst       

perusing the results of your gardening endeavours.  
 
 

Happy Christmas from The Eastcombe Gardener! 
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CHRISTMAS SHOPPING— 
FOR GOOD! 

 

Please shop local if you 
can—support the local  

businesses who support you. 
 

If you DO have to buy online (having 
checked your local shops first, obviously) 
easyfundraising is a great way to raise funds for local  
charities—from Help A Hedgehog Hospital to your village 
school or playgroup—all at no additional cost to you. 
 

How easyfundraising works:  Whenever you buy 
anything online – from your weekly shop to your annual 
holiday—easyfundraising donates to your chosen charity.  
With over 8,000 retailers on board, including eBay, Argos, 
John Lewis, booking.com and M&S, there’s lots of choice – 
and it won’t cost you a penny extra.  
 

All you need to do is:    
1. Go to https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/ and join.  

It’s free and safe.   
2. Choose a registered charity to support. 
3. Each time you shop online, enable the donation –     

installing the easyfundraising app or desktop reminder 
will help to remind you.  By doing so, once you’ve 

checked out, the retailer will 
make a donation to your 
chosen charity at no extra 
cost to you.   
 

If you shop online regularly, 
you can raise significant 
funds for your chosen  

charity over time.  It all 
counts!   

 

One way or  
another— 

please MAKE YOUR 
SHOPPING COUNT 
THIS CHRISTMAS! 

www.spacehive.com/breaking-the-sound-barrier 

HILLTOP FILM CLUB 
 

This has been a very successful launch 
year for the Hilltop Film Club. We currently have circa 45 
members. We have shown 8 films with an average attend-
ance of about 36, plus average guest numbers of 5. 
 

As well as enjoying a wide variety of films selected by com-
munity choice, there has been a light hearted atmosphere 
on the film nights. This has included an award for the 
“Hilltop Member film buff of the month” linked to the film 
being shown. The prizes have ranged from Hungarian Gou-
lash – Grand Budapest Hotel, a nose clip – Swimming with 
Men and a Cornish Pasty – The Salt Path. 
 

The income from members and guests has allowed us to 
buy the annual licence to show films, contributed to the 
purchase of a new projector and also to make a sizeable 
donation to village hall funds.  Thanks to everyone for the 
support, especially all members of the delivery team. 
 

Details of film choices for 2026 and membership renewals 
will be issued in December. The next Hilltop Film Club 
showing will be on Saturday 17th January 2026, film choice 
to be advised.  Continuing and new members will be ex-
tremely welcome, as are guests. 
 
 

STOP PRESS Installation of broadband at the village hall 
is imminent, so members will have a wide film selection 
choice in 2026. 

The  
BISLEY-WITH-LYPIATT  

TWINNING ASSOCIATION 
would like to say a big 'THANK YOU' to all 

who attended our recent Curry & Quiz evening 
at Oakridge Lynch Village Hall. An excellent 

evening was had by everyone, with good food, 
drinks and a challenging quiz.  The winning 

team came from Eastcombe!  Watch this space 
for news of our plans and activities in 2026.  

 

If you are interested in joining our Association, 
it's just £5.00 per annum for a couple/family 
membership and just £3.00 for individuals.  

 

For more information, please contact 
Paul Hunt: paulhunt284@gmail.com or  
John Hughes: mail@jmhughes.plus.net 

EASTCOMBE &  
BISMORE LOCAL 
HISTORY GROUP 

 

It was fantastic to see so many people at 
the Local History Group’s People & Places 

event on Saturday 25th October!  
 

Thank you to everyone who came along,  
appreciated the displays, lent photos, supplied 
names & enjoyed a cuppa & a chat.  Particular 

thanks to Eastcombe WI for sharing the WI 
scrapbooks. 

 

It has been suggested that we run a 
similar event in the spring - watch 

this space.  
 

Happy Christmas! 
 

Join the  
Eastcombe & Bismore Local History 

Group on Facebook. 

https://helpahedgehog.org/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/
http://www.spacehive.com/breaking-the-sound-barrier
mailto:paulhunt284@gmail.com
mailto:mail@jmhughes.plus.net
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2944463782467094
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2944463782467094
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NAME THAT VIEW! 
 

How well do you know our area? 
 

November’s photo was 
of Ashmeads, in  
Chalford Bottom. 

 
 

This month’s snowy 
shot was taken locally—

in 1982! Can you  
identify the location? 

 
 

The answer will be  
revealed in the January 

issue. 

VILLAGE HISTORIES... This month, we look back to December 1965.   
Eastcombe WI produced a wonderful hand-painted record that year, all about the  

Eastcombe of 60 years ago.  This is reproduced below, with the WI’s kind permission. 
 

WHAT’S ON in DECEMBER? 
2 Dec: Eastcombe Christmas Lights 
event, 6pm, Eastcombe Primary School/
Hilltop Gardening Club, Eastcombe Scout 
HQ, 1:30-3:30pm   
5 Dec: Christmas Singalong Concert & 
Party @ CSSC 
6 Dec: Eastcombe Newcomers Coffee 
Morning, 10.30am The Lamb Inn/Casual 6 
at France Lynch Church Rooms, 7pm (see 
poster on Page 1) 
7 Dec: Chalford Market, 10am-1pm, 
CSSC 
11 Dec: Avening Silver Band @ The Lamb 
Inn, 6pm/Chalford Christmas Grotto 
event, 1.30-4pm (booking necessary—see 
Page 3) 
12/13 Dec: Stuart Singers Christmas 
Concert, 7.30pm/4pm, Holy Trinity 
Church, Minchinhampton 
*12th DECEMBER: NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE* 
14 Nov: Parish Christmas Concert, 
2.30pm, Eastcombe Village Hall (see post-
er on front page)/Bisley Artisan Market, 
10.30am-1.30pm, Bisley WI Village Hall 
16 Dec: Frith Youth Centre Crowdfunder 
ends. 
20 Dec: Carols by Fairylights, CSSC, 7pm-
9.30pm 


