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THE ART of tive VILLAGE...

Recently, a group of artists from around the UK spent time
sketching and painting in and around Eastcombe.

This was part of a week of painting around the Cotswolds,
featuring 30 artists throughout the week and including venues
such as Montpellier in Cheltenham, Stratford Park in Stroud, Ruskin
Mill in Nailsworth, Cirencester Church and Stroud Market.
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A NEW PLAYGROUND FOR
EASTCOMBE PRIMARY SCHOOL!

Pupils at Eastcombe Primary School were met with a big surprise
when they arrived for the start of the new school year. The
school’s playground had been transformed!

Staff members Mr King and Mrs Fowles cut the
ribbon to open the playground, to smiles and
excitement from all those present.

The school would like to thank the Eastcombe
School Association (ESA), Mrs Fowles and Mr
King for raising funds for the new equipment
(not least Mrs Fowles and Mr King'’s running of
an Eastcombe Marathon on April 6th!). They
would also like to thank every parent family
member, villager and local
business who contributed to the
fundraising efforts either by
donating money or their time

at school events during the last
academic year.

More from Eastcombe Gt
Primary School on Page 3. -‘F’)”A

Girlguiding Ist Bussage

Bisley district

You'll get the warmest of
welcomes when you come
along to help at Brownies in
Eastcombe!

The girls would like someone
who is fun, willing to share new
skills and get stuck in with their l

ires. If this dslike -

you and you have a bitoftime

on your hands please getin
touch.

A NEW TEAM ot
THE LAMB INN  |*%c0u3)
A warm welcome to Rob and his
team at The Lamb Inn, Eastcombe.
For the latest news about opening
times & what’s on offer, visit their

Facebook page or
www.thelambinneastcombe.co.uk

Please send items for the NOVEMBER newsletter to eastcom

To receive a FREE digital copy of the newsletter every month, please contact
eastcombebandbnews@gmail.com. Printed copies, 60p each, are available from
Eastcombe Stores, Frith Community Café & Chalford Parish Centre.

nbenewsletter@btinternet.com

by NOON on 17th Octo

DEer.
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BISLEY-WITH-LYPIATT PARISH COUNCIL NEWS www.bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk/
Contact the Clerk: admin@bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk

The planned meet and greet the parish councillors event took place on Saturday September 13" at the Lamb
Inn. We had a reasonable turnout and gained good input into the topics.

The current status to gain our Neighbourhood Plan (NP) was presented. The submission is at a key stage of
public consultation. Information regarding the consultation and meetings is shown in the poster below.

Initial feedback from the event focused on the following concerns:

1) Lack of mobile signal across the Parish

2) A blanket reduction of the speed limit to 20mph

3) Ongoing concern over the condition of our road local network

We gained excellent input which we will utilise in future discussion with the parishioners, Highways and
Stroud District and Gloucester County Councillors. That doesn't exclude other initiatives, although the

feedback will potentially modify the focus. Overall, we found the meet and greet event worked well to gain
input and the support was encouraging.

We had a meeting with Highways on September 12th which was very productive in terms of action to
repaint the white lines at junctions and the safety signs on the road warning of the school zone near
Eastcombe Primary School in Dr Crouch’s Road. We are expecting a quick response to this and by the time
you read this the work should have been undertaken. We also addressed the issue of safety outside the
school once again, with an undertaking by Highways to re-look at part time patrol lights there.

There is a vacancy on the Parish Council which we need to fill. If you feel you would like to find out more
about being a Parish Councillor and making a difference to our community, please contact Heather, our
Clerk, or indeed any of the Parish Councillors to find out more. Alternatively, come along to one of the
monthly Parish Council meetings, which are held on the first Wednesday of each month.

(Fj’!ease don't hesitate to contact our Clerk (details above) or me if you have anything you wish to raise or
iscuss.

Colin Clifton, Chair, Eastcombe Ward
colin.clifton@bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk
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BISLEY-WITH-LYPIATT DRAFT NEIGHBOURHOOD Wﬂ‘e’c&fé@
PLAN: PUBLIC CONSULTATION .\ =

13th October - 28" November 2025

Bisley-with-Lypiatt Parish Council are pleased to announce s
that after many years work we will be publishing our Parish Wahoig s
Draft Neighbourhood Plan for Public consultation.

Our monthly cafe is held on the last

Step 1: Read the Draft  Step 2: Tell us your - "‘:’e"“e;"day of eact m°'f‘.“‘|; -
Neighbourhood Plan:  thoughts by filling in a FUNEE e UERISI0 UYL LGNS o
. Burleigh Lane, Minchinhampton, GL5 2PQ.
® Download from feedbaCk Comment fOI'm. *excluding August. Christmas cafe date varies.
bisleyeastcombeoak - Digitally or via a The cafe is for all who have concerns about
ridge- download on memory problems and any form of dementia,
ndp2030.org.uk bisIeyeastcombeoakri together with their partners, family, friends and
Ee a—d S hard ';py Enw care givers. It is also for health professionals,
* N S e e ol charities and other organisations.
. . th
- Borrow a hard COpy by mldnlght 28 A welcoming café, serving tea, coffee, sandwiches and
from the Clerk’s November cakes with live musical entertainment and song in a
dementia-friendly atmosphere. We include a short guest
Ofﬁce * AS a hard COpy presentation or discussion each month relevant to those

living with dementia. There are opportunities to share
feelings and to give and receive support and information

The PariSh CounCil WI" be hOIdlng 3 drOp-in For more information please contact our Cafe Host, Richard
sessions between 7pm & 9pm: Burt on 07970 713032 or email richard.burt54@gmail.com
28" October (Oakridge Lynch Village Hall)
4" November (Bisley Village Hall) INTERESTED IN LOCAL HISTORY?
11" November (Eastcombe Village Hall) Join the Eastcombe & Bismore Local

History Group on Facebook.

The Consultation does not go live until 13"
October so please do not respond before then

Notice of Regulation 14 Consultation on the Bisley-with-Lypiatt Parish council Neighbourhood

Plan In accordance with the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 (as amended).
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CHALFORD PARISH COUNCIL NEWS WO

Chalford Parish Centre, 50 Geralds Way, Chalford, GL6 8F]; 01453 887204
info@chalford-glos.gov.uk www.chalford-glos.gov.uk. Facebook.

Allotments: Great news — we have vacant allotment plots available! If you've ever thought
about taking on an allotment, now is the perfect time to get involved and reap the many
benefits that allotmenteering has to offer, from growing your own fresh fruit and vegetables
to enjoying regular outdoor exercise. It's a fantastic way to relax, unwind, and improve your
mental well-being. Allotments also foster a sense of community, as plot holders often share
tips, tools, and harvests with each other. Whether you're a seasoned gardener or a complete s
beginner, taking on an allotment is a rewarding and sustainable way to enjoy the outdoors and grow your
own. If you are interested in taking on a plot or would like to find out more, please contact Lucy on (01453)
887204 or email lucy@chalford-glos@gov.uk

Spooky Party Halloween event: The team at World Jungle will be coming to the Frith Youth Centre for a
spooky Halloween play session on Thursday 30" October, from 1pm until 3.30pm. The event is free to
attend as it is funded by us, your Parish Council. The sessions are always very popular; see you there!

Neighbourhood Centre (aka Tesco Express car park): We are very pleased to see that repairs are now
being carried out by SEP Properties Ltd to address the sunken drain and lighting issues in this well-used car
park. We hope this will not only eliminate the hazard posed, but resolve the flooding issues, significantly
improving the safety and functionality of the car park for all users. It has taken considerable effort to ensure
this much-needed work was carried out so a big thank you to everyone involved in making this happen.

Chalford Band 140™ Anniversary Picnic in the Park event: Congratulations to Chalford Band on their
140th anniversary! A heartfelt thank you for a wonderful event to mark this incredible milestone. It was a
truly memorable celebration, made even better by the fact that the bad weather held off and the sun shone
throughout their fantastic performance. The band are such an integral part of Chalford’s history and provide
musicians young and old with the opportunity to improve their skills and play together. Many of the
youngsters go on to have wonderful careers in music. Here's to many more years of music, community, and
tradition — thank you Chalford Band!

EASTCOMBE PRIMARY SCHOOL i)

Welcome back, we hope you all had a fantastic summer!

As you may have seen on Page 1, the children were met with a big surprise
on arriving for the start of the new school year! Our new playground has
completely transformed our outside space! The money was raised by the
ESA, with a large chunk donated through the efforts of Mrs Fowles and Mr
King, who ran a marathon of the village in April to raise funds.

Last academic year, the Eastcombe School Association (ESA) raised an
incredible £13,000 for the school! This generous amount was made possible o
with donations and support from the school family, parents, grandparents, Frith Youth
neighbours, villagers, the Stroud community, and local businesses. Our ESA
committee did a fantastic job, organising many events and activities. We
will be posting soon about this year's planned events and how you can get
involved. In the meantime, here is a list of some of the things your

generosity went towards funding: AN G

The new playground; pantomime trip; money into class budgets to help vam-li<pn

fund school trips and visitors; books; Art and DT resources; Y6 leavers -

presents and a contribution to their trip; coach for Young Voices;
geography curriculum.

At the beginning of term, we had a fascinating visit from three engineers, Eastcombe WI Meeting ..,;V.Y.!
who ran an incredible STEM Workshop. The children learnt about the Tuesday 21 October 2025
processes for designing and engineering a new product - in this case a From 7.15pm—9.00pm
small rocket! Congratulations to Keira, Prim, and Billy for creatlng rockets b Vi il
that flew the furthest! Y

In their Maths lessons, Squirrel Class have been | [Knitting around the World . . . almost!

exploring ‘place value’, focussing on numbers within
20. Reception children enjoyed experimenting with
patterns, counting as they go!

Owl class started the new school year
learning about the Egyptians. They created © .
beautiful artwork which has made a stunning classroom display.

We offer Wrap Around Care provision 5 days a week: 7.45- . ' "In Stitches’
8.45am Breakfast Club; 3.15-5.15pm After School Club. Please o e zisﬁmms': b : E
contact the school office 01452 770227 for further details. We gt

accept government childcare vouchers. Micioce Miiians ikonse

: '] A warm welcome to our new families and our new younger ones A S Wi et -
starting their school journey with us! e B



mailto:info@chalford-glos.gov.uk
http://www.chalford-glos.gov.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064850133838
mailto:lucy@chalford-glos@gov.uk

DISTRICT COUNCIL NEWS

Local Government Reorganisation: Stroud District Council, and the other five district councils and
boroughs in the county, as well as Gloucestershire County Council, will be replaced in 2028 by one or two
new ‘unitary' councils. The total number of elected councillors across the county (not including parish and
town councillors) will be cut from 297 to 110, with a further reduction to about 90 likely. The current councils
are working hard to meet the Government's November 28th deadline to submit a joint position on our
priorities for services and preference for one or two unitaries, as well as which Combined Area Authority we
want to join. The latter, with a directly elected mayor, will be the locus of devolved powers and funding for
such matters as regional transport. We are also working hard to try to ensure the continuation of assets
unique to Stroud, such as council housing, the Museum in the Park, the leisure centres (Active Lifestyles
Stroud and Dursley), community hubs, and the new Cultural Strategy. In my view, this ‘reorganisation’,
ordered by central government without consultation, is unnecessary and, frankly, undemocratic. Please
contact me if you'd like to know more or discuss the issue.

Warm Homes Grants: Renters and homeowners can apply for grants to improve their home's energy
efficiency with insulation, solar panels, heat pumps and more, to save money on bills, improve your health
and reduce environmental impact. You may qualify if your home is energy-inefficient — EPC rated D, E, F or G
- and you have a combined household income below £36,000 p.a. or receive certain benefits. Call the free
Warm and Well advice line on 0800 500 3076 or visit www.severnwye.org.uk/warm-homes-local-grant. For

homeowners who don't qualify for these grants, advice and help from initial survey to complete installation is
available from SDC's partner Furbnow: www.furbnow.com.

November 2",
Scheme.

Earth Fire Iron Alan Evans and the New Iron Age exhibition is at the Museum in the Park until
Alan was a lifelong local resident and valued volunteer at Bisley Community Composting

Contact me about any district council matters: Martin Brown, cllr.martin.brown@stroud.gov.uk, 01452 70878

Frithwood Surgery Patient
Participation Group (PPG) News

The results of the NHS national GP patient surveys
have been published and staff at Frithwood Surgery
were delighted to learn that the practice had received
an overall rating of 91%, which is well above the
national average. This score places Frithwood Surgery
in the top ten GP practices in Gloucestershire and in
the top 10% nationally. Dr Nattrass was very pleased
with the result, which reflects the commitment and
dedication of staff, and he would like to thank all those
patlents who spent time completing the surveys.

L &8 Our weekly health walks were due to
| stop at the end of October, in
anticipation of deteriorating weather.
However, participants asked us to
continue further into the autumn, so
& we are now aiming to carry on during
| November.

PIans for the Chrlstmas Party for patients aged
over 75 are in full swing. The party will be held at
Eastcombe Village Hall on Saturday 13* December
in the afternoon. Unfortunately, places will be limited
so booking will be essential. Booking forms will be
available at Reception in the surgery from
Wednesday 1st October.

Also available from the surgery from mid-October will
be new forms for joining the Frithwood PPG 100 Club
Lottery Draw. Membership of the club is £24 annually
and draws are made quarterly.

The PPG has purchased a Doppler machine for the
practice, costing £200. It is a small handheld
ultrasound machine which allows practitioners to
monitor blood flow through blood vessels, particularly
those in the legs. It will specifically be used for home
visits with patients who are housebound or have very
limited mobility. Once again, thank you to those of you
who have helped us by being a member of the 100
Club or making a donation, your support makes all the
difference to what we can achieve for our patient
community.

HILLTOP GARDENING CLUB

www.hilltopgardeningclub.org.uk

We held our Autumn Show on 6" September
Eastcombe Village Hall was filled with amazing
home-grown fruit, vegetables, flowers, home-
made fare and stunning photographs. Quite an
achievement considering the challenging weather
gardeners have faced this year! Thank you to
everyone who contributed - you made the event a
great success. A special thank you to Kathy and
Mike Eccott for putting the show together, and to
Olive Turner and her team for the refreshments.

On 11" September, a group of members travelled
to Tetbury Flower Company in the south
Cotswolds. Flower Farmer Rachel Golding-Barrett
welcomed us to her studio and, over tea and
shortbread, updated us on the farm'’s progress
since she visited the Club as guest speaker in April
2024. British-grown cut flowers are in increasing
demand, in part due to brides wanting plastic-free,
sustainable displays for their weddings.

We then enjoyed a tour of the farm. Dahlias are a
particular speciality of the farm and at the time of
our visit were out In full splendour. Rachel has
produced over 1,000 dahlia plants this year, and in
July exhibited them in the Floral Marquee at the
RHS Hampton Court Flower Show.

Next meeting: 7*" October, Eastcombe
Village Hall, at 7:15pm. ‘Garden Photography:
views & taking a closer look’ with Robert Bryant.
Members and non-members welcome — we ask
non-members to contribute £3 on the door.
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Eastcombe Baptist Chapel

A service is held on Sunday mornings, at 10:30am at the chapel
in Dr Crouch’s Road, Eastcombe.

EASTCOMBE VILLAGE GROUP (EVG)

Eastcombe Photographic Competition 2025/2026: Enter
our competition to find a photograph which shows the
uniqueness and beauty of our village and its community. The
competition will be open for the whole year to give you the
opportunity to capture the best image from any of the four
seasons - Winter, Spring, Summer or Autumn—focusing on what-
ever you feel reflects our wonderful village and its community.
The winning entry will be made into a limited-edition wooden
jig-saw puzzle produced by Wentworth Puzzles. These will be
available to purchase from October/November 2026.

We will be agreeing the details of the competition, including how
and when entries should be submitted in 2026, at our

meeting on 13 October. Look out for further details next month.

Eastcombe Christmas Tree: The Christmas tree on the green
will be lit on Tuesday 2 December. We will shortly be agreeing
details for the evening with the school, to be shared next month.

Our next meeting is on Monday 13 October, 7.30pm in
Eastcombe Village Hall Annex. We will review the Wine Walk
and plan for the 2026 event. We will also explore ideas for other
events: suggestions include a cocktail-making evening, a bingo
evening and a quiz night. Please come along and share your
thoughts and ideas. At this meeting it will be proposed that a
committee be formed to help with decisions about future events
and EVG finances. All are welcome.

Peter Scott: peterhscott@btinternet.com
Contact csissons52@gmail.com to join the mailing list.
Follow Eastcombe Village Group on Facebook.

St Michael’s = All Angels,
Bussage

Services this month are:

« Sunday 19th Oct: Holy
Communion at 9.30am

« Sunday 19th Oct: Cafe Church,
2.30pm, Eastcombe Village Hall
(see poster on Page 8)

On other Sundays there are services
in different parts of the Benefice.

CAN YOU PLAY THE ORGAN?
We are looking for someone to help
once a month by playing the organ

during our communion service

(normally 4 hymns). It is lovely to
have the organ rather than
recorded music if possible. There is
no requirement to be a virtuoso,
nor a church goer, and the church
can be made available if you would
like to practise. Our current
organist will be able to give advice
and encouragement.

If you are interested, please email

bussagechurchwarden@gmail.com.

See www.bisleybenefice.org.uk or join

our mailing list:
pewslipsbisley@hotmail.com.
For weddings, funerals & baptisms, con-

tact Revd. Sue Murray:
vicar@bisleybenefice.org.uk

HASME * TRAINING [Canyoq

START COURSE THIS | e
d and MONTH **

e e VOLUNTEER WITH US

& MAKE A REAL
DIFFERENCE
Help us to offer practical support and a

listening ear to families with young
children—when they need it most.

Sometimes, a little extra help can make all the
difference as families navigate their way through
challenging times.

Our next Volunteer Preparation

Course runs Thursday 9th October to
4th December (term time only).

Gain valuable skills
Support local families
Be someone to talk to

For more information, please visit:
www.homestartsd.org

or contact Enquiries@homestartsd.org
Together, we can help :
families feel heard,
supported and
stronger.

e
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UZfober

The year slows down. The swallows go,
Leaving our valley far below

Floating in mist. Nests in the eaves
Are empty, the gutters choked with
leaves.

There are berries on the bryony,

The hawthorn and the rowan-tree;
The squirrel now forgets to swing,
The fieldmouse stops his scampering,
Searching in every hole and rut

For beechmast, acorn, hazelnut.
Even the butterflies are slow

~In their brown wanderings to and fro ...

And later, frosts will come, to take

- The rings and ripples from the lake
~ And lend her, as those wrinkles pass,

Tht\e smooth transparency of glass.

‘ Clive Sansom
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CAROL'’S COOKERY CORNER:
INDIAN APPLE CHUTNEY

Sweet and tangy with a gentle kick of warm spices. Serve it as a
side dish or just spread it on your crispy toast, paratha (Indian
flatbread), or crackers. Vegan and gluten-free. Makes 1 jar.

Prep time 10 minutes, cook time 20 minutes.
No weighing needed!

INGREDIENTS:

¢ 4 medium-sized apples
1 tablespoon vinegar

1 teaspoon vegetable oil ,
2 tablespoons golden raisins (optional) |
1 tablespoon grated ginger

2 teaspoon mustard seeds

1 teaspoon red chili flakes

3 tablespoons brown sugar (adjust to
taste)

2 teaspoon cinnamon powder

/a teaspoon garam masala

/2 teaspoon ground black pepper (adjust to taste)
Salt to taste

METHOD:

1. Peel and cut the apples into small pieces.

2. Heat oil in a medium sized saucepan and add mustard seeds.

3. When the seeds start spluttering, add ginger and raisins.
Saute for a few seconds and then add the apples.

4. Add the chilli flakes, cinnamon powder, ground black pepper,
garam masala, vinegar, and salt. Mix, and cover the pan.

5. Cook covered for around 15 minutes or until the apples turn
soft and mushy. Check 2-3 times and stir to make sure that
the apples don't stick to the bottom.

6. When the apples turn mushy, remove the lid and add the
brown sugar. Mix and cook for another 2 minutes or until the
sugar gets dissolved. Turn off the heat.

7. Allow the chutney to cool to room temperature. Store in an
airtight container or glass jar. It will be fine for around 2
weeks in the fridge.

S0 3L 3L 3L WL W W W Wl vl wh wh wh 3 34 34 34 34 3 b wh v v b s b 34 b s s
X X X XN X X X X X e X X X N N N N N N N N N B B N Np N N N N N N N N Xp Xp

YOU ARE :
MORE LIKELY TO BE™
IN A CRASH IF YOU
USE YOUR

WHILE DRIVING.

HILLTOP FILM CLUB
SWIMMING WITH
MEN

Saturday 18th October
7.30pm
ot Eastcombe Village HaII

Inspired by the acclaimed
documentary Men Who
Swim, this is the story of
Eric, an accountant
searching for a purpose in
life and hoping to win back
his wife Heather by diving |
into the world of male -
synchronised swimming.

Starring Rob Bryan & Jane Horrocks.
GUESTS: £5 i
MEMBERS: COMPLIMENTARY
ICES: £3 %

ALL WELCOME'

A A A A A A
37 YF vF 7 \- e ¢ ¢ \- 7 \- e o e o \- A A A Ak

CURRY & QUIZ NIGHT 2+ OAKRIDGE

VILLAGE HALL

What? The Bisley-with-Lypiatt Twinning Association
quiz night, to include a choice of curry with rice,
pappadums, a dessert and drinks.

Inter-village quizzers (who performed so enthusiastically in
the Flower Show marquee on Bank Holiday Monday!): are
you suffering withdrawal symptoms—or feel you need
more practice? Enter a team of eight for our quiz - or

Back by Popular Demand come along and join others to make up a team on the

night. Let the battle commence!

Cu rry + Quiz N |ght A licensed bar will sell beer, wine and soft drinks.

When & where? Friday October 10th, 7pm,

Friday 10" October 2025 Oakridge Village Hall.
. . How much? £12 for adults, £5 for children. Entrance is
Oakridge Village Hall with pre-paid tickets only.
S‘?“ 7.00pm SERRTBFEI More information & TICKETS AVAILABLE from:
Ticisata:£12 Childesn £ Paul Hunt paulhunt284@gmail.com or 07814
More details & to reserve your tickets, please contact John Hughes mgﬁl ?n(:gtfrhes |us com or
John Hughes mail@jmhughes.plus.com 07810 123511 M
Paul Hunt paulhunt284@gmail.com 07814 621700 07810 123 511
Organised by Bisley-with-Lypiatt Twinning Association DON'T DELAY - tiCketS al‘e Se"ing faSt!

6
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PASSING ON TRADITIONAL SKILLS

Walking along Fidges Lane in Eastcombe recently has been especially
Interesting, with a long stretch of Cotswold Stone walling underway. The
builder, Paul Selway, has done an excellent job and it is pleasing to see
him passing on his knowledge and skills to younger members of his team.

Saturday October 18th 2025
Chalford Sports and Social Club - GL6 8LZ

Tickets £12 - call 07837 768390
7.30pm till late

73
"22q pog from 630 ')

Autumn is a busy time for hedgehogs,
who will be on the hunt for minibeasts
like worms and beetles to help them

A8 Do fatten up ready for hibernation. The
L~ more weight they can put on, the
- better chance they have of surviving the winter, so why not
_——" help them by putting out a plate of meaty cat food or special
— hedgehog food? It's best to avoid feeding mealworms as —
although hedgehogs love them — they can lead to painful bone problems.
Thirsty hedgehogs will also appreciate a dish of water. Don’t be tempted
to put out milk, as it gives them an upset tummy.

As well as piling on the calories, hedgehogs will be on the hunt for a cosy
place to gurl up ﬁor tt;]eigl Iorr:g winterhsleep. tI)n the 1950s, there were an
estimated 30 million hedgehogs in the UK, but recent estimates suggest
there are less than a million left. By providing a hedgehog home you can CHALFORD SPORTS & SOCIAL CLUB
give them somewhere safe for them to shelter, hibernate and, come the R —
warmer months, to raise hoglets. 4TH OCTOBER - DOORS AT 7:30PM

Lf you're hﬂndy Kvithha r(ljamm?jr, you could btry mallzi/r;]g Iyour own hid%ehog
ouse. Follow this handy guide: www.rspb.org.uk/helping-nature/what-
you-can-do/activities/build-a-hedgehog-house. Alternatively, you can get A GUIDE TO PUTTING
some great ready-made options, including locally at the Stroud Valleys YOUR CLOCKS BACK
Project shop in Stroud (visit www.stroudvalleysproject.org/svp-eco-shop CHOATHORE SLNHAL
for more details) or online at the RSPB shop: www. shopping.rspb.org.uk/ ‘ Leave it alone, Move one house

wildlife-friendly-garden/wildlife-habitats/hedgehog-houses. tdoesitsmagic N totheleft
For more tips on helping hedgehogs, visit www.hedgehogstreet.org.

b
+ =~  OVEN
You'll need a
Masters in
Electronic

=== Engineering m
or a hammer

CAR RADIO
Not worth it,
wait six months

COULD YOUR GARDEN BE THE NEXT HIDDEN GEM?

You don't need an estate, a babbling rill or lawns fit for royalty to join the National Garden Scheme
(NGS) — just a love of gardening and a willingness to share your patch of paradise with others.

We're looking for a few more keen amateur gardeners to join our local NGS group, especially in Eastcombe,
Old Bussage or Brownshill. Whether it's a charming courtyard, a veggie haven, or a riot of colour in a back
garden border - if you love your garden, the chances are that others will too!

Opening your garden for the NGS is a brilliant way to celebrate your hard work, connect with fellow plant
lovers and raise money for vital nursing charities and local good causes.

Curious? Fancy a chat about how it works? Please contact Natalie nat.beswetherick@btinternet.com.
We'd love to hear from you — and your garden!
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VILLAGE HISTORIES... LIFE AS A STONE CRAFTSMAN: PART 1

In this first instalment, Paul Beer talks us through how he began his career as a
stonemason and expert Cotswold stone roofer, a craft in danger of being lost...

Growing up at Eastcombe, it was natural that I should seek work fairly close to home. While still at

school, I learned pattern-making and the use of lathes in a foundry. Foundry work could be hot and
uncomfortable, so I did not argue when my mother got me an interview at the long-established firm
Freemans. I knew many local men who worked for Freemans who, along with Orchard and Peer, was one of
2 surviving stonework businesses in the Stroud area, employing hundreds of men in a variety of trades.

Stone-tiling was an extensive industry in this area. Before the First World War tens of thousands of stone
tiles were produced a week, with hundreds of men employed. In those days men worked in the quarries in
winter when the weather made roofing difficult — and when frost split the stone ready for shaping. During
spring and summer building work was done. Nowadays, of course, tilers work on roofs all year round.

Freemans' base was in a former quarry at The Camp, just past the crossroads (now filled 3 ,:,’_1 BT
with a little close of houses built about 30 years ago). Freemans also had an office at % = .{, 2482

Imperial House, Stroud, and 3 working quarries. The nearest was at Througham, which
produced stone for 'split stone tiles," made in winter from limestone slabs up to five inches
thick. These were laid out uncovered, so that rainwater penetrated fissures in the strata.
When this froze, the expanding ice broke the layers apart and tiles could then be shaped.

I started at Freemans in 1973 as one of 4 apprentice tilers. Two lasted less than a year, leaving me and one
other. We worked with other local stone tilers, including Jim Stevens of Bisley, Ivor Gardiner of The Camp,
Patrick Driscoll of Eastcombe, Cyril Dean of Bournes Green, Jack West of France Lynch, and Colin Webb. It
was not uncommon to find dads, sons and brothers working together. In 1973, Freemans' contracts
manager was Derek Shergold. He was an ex-plumber who lived next to Chalford Hill School.

My first job was making stone tiles from the split stone. Every day at 7am I was picked up at the Eastcombe
crossroads by Jack West. In Bisley we picked up several more people, including 2 stonemasons from the
same family — Mike and George Hale. Freemans always had several projects going on at the same time.

My first stone roof was at Holy Trinity Church in Minchinhampton. I was also on block release, catching the
train to Birmingham Roofing Centre once every 2 weeks, staying in Solihull. At 1.30pm on Fridays I would
make the return journey to Gloucester, then on to Stroud, where I caught the 421 bus to Chalford bottom. A
walk up Rack Hill took me to Westcot, my grandparents' house at Randalls Green - where I could be sure of
a meal after that long journey. It was good to catch up on the week's news.

Next time: roofs & rough weather! For more local history, visit www.eastcombearchive.org.uk.
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itie on the d id *¥ 2.30pw 7 Oct: Hilltop Gardening Club, Eastcombe Vil-
1 EASTCOMBE VILLAGE HALL lage Hall, 7:15pm.
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Y& j;T, (( ) THE PARISH OF BUSSAGE & EASTCOMBE Youth Centre’ 10am_12pm
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Quiz Night, 7pm, Oakridge Village Hall
NAME THAT VIEW! 13 Oct: EVG meeting, 7.30pm, Eastcombe

Village Hall Annex/B-w-L Parish Council NDP
How well do you know our area? consultation goes live—see Page 2.

September’s photo 17th OCT: NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
-l was of Woodlands 18 Oct: Hilltop Film Club, 7.30pm, Eastcombe
‘ Close, Eastcombe, Village Hall
B Py T T M from Accommodation | |19 Oct: Hilltop Café Church, 2.30pm,
AL st Sy L Lane. Ilfgséc(:)ombi: gglage ;aI"/Bi\i!lely Artl_ilsa;r Market,
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S 11is month's photo is 21 Oct: Eastcombe WI meeting, Eastcombe
again taken locally. ;
Can you identify it? Village Hall, 7.15-9pm
’ 25 Oct: Eastcombe & Bismore local history
The answer will be afternoon, Eastcombe Village Hall, 2.30pm
revealed in the 30 Oct: Spooky Party Halloween play session,
November issue. Frith Youth Centre, 1-3.30pm
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