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Club Autumn Show takes

2= DO YOU HAVE PERFECT PUMPKINS? WPLEASE SUPPORT OUR SHUW'R
N

—)'

.~/ The Hilltop Gardenmlg
— pIace on Saturday 6'" September at Eastcombe
Vlllage Hall, starting at 2.30pm. Entry £1 (children free).
Please enter a class (or three!)—forms available from Eastcombe
Stores, other local businesses or www.hilltopgardeningclub.org.uk.

SEE PAGE 4 (& right) FOR MORE DETAILS.
LEASE

PARKING in. EASTCOMBE |50 ot pug

Please, please, p/ease do NOT park [ °“ WH'TE LINE
on the white lines opposite T S,
Eastcombe Stores, by the bus shelter.

Parking on this corner blocks visibility and causes a
dangerous obstruction for drivers and pedestrians near the
green, and for those entering and leaving Fidges Lane.

None of these are a good reason to park dangerously:

o 17 just be a minute’(it only takes a second to cause an accident)

e 'Other people are parked on the white lines’(they're causing an
obstruction, too—and every driver should think for themselves...)

e 'There are no other spaces available’(please wait, a space will
come free in just a few minutes)

o T cant be bothered to walk a few extra steps to help keep the
area safe for everyone’(enough said...)

Please leave the spaces outside the shop for those less able. Be

prepared to walk a few extra steps to keep Eastcombe safe for all.

THANK YOU FOR PARKING SAFELY.

HALEORD = i ALL CHANGE at 7;""”/(
= ot ':lthe THELAMB INN /O
05y Park! After 5 years at the helm,
Join us for our 140" anniversary concert: Sarah is Ieaving for pastures
Sunday 7*" September new—The Butcher’s Arms in

Oakridge.

A big THANK YOU to
Sarah & her team for their
hard work & their support of

35 from2:30pm

at France Lynch Pleasure Ground
Free entry with Cakes, Ice-creams and

ENpRspsile ;..h the village and its events.
—— oo } We wish Sarah well
[E Q‘ Any donations are greatly q’ﬂg &'J in her new Venture
! TIP approdatcd:’eltherllncashonthe & |00k forward to
| S meeting the new
{El or by scanning the QR code | management at The Lamb.

p\

Hilltop Gardening Club

Autumn Show

Sat. 6th September ’2s
EASTCOMBE VILLAGE HALL

=30pm

General admission £1
Free for exhibitors & Children

Entry Forms & Schedules available from

Class 33 <? Al / vara
An arrangement of garden grown
English wild flowers in a vase.

.,

Presentation of Trophies at 3.30pm

Tea & Cakes available

Engquiries: Jane Randall 07771 284159
or Pam Meecham 07584 560130

www.hilltopgardeningclub.org.uk

Spenseved by
BUSSAGE ===

Saturday 27th and Sunday
28th September 1pm—4pm

Bussage Primary School

in us for the annual Bussage Bear Hunt - follow the trail

and return your comg

pleted map to collect your prize!

Tea & Cake Guess the Name
Tombola

Prize Draw

Ice Creams

To receive a FREE digital copy of the newsletter every month, please contact
eastcombebandbnews@gmail.com. Printed copies, 60p each, are available from
Eastcombe Stores, Frith Community Café & Chalford Parish Centre.

Please send items for the OCTOBER newsletter to eastcombenewsletter@btinternet.com
by NOON on 17th September.



mailto:eastcombebandbnews@gmail.com
mailto:eastcombenewsletter@btinternet.com
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100080151229836
https://www.hilltopgardeningclub.org.uk/

BISLEY-WITH-LYPIATT PARISH COUNCIL NEWS www.bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk/
Contact the Clerk: admin@bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk

In my last report I mentioned the mtent to have a ‘Meet and Greet’ to meet our parish councillors. This is

planned for Saturday September 13" at the Lamb Inn, from 10.30am to 1pm. Many of you will be

aware that Sarah is leaving The Lamb to take on the Butchers Arms at the end of August, so I will confirm

the booking with the new management. Should there be any issue, I will advise on an alternative venue.

At this meeting we will identify the projects the Parish Council have completed /engaged upon. These will

include more detail about progress made to date. We will request your input and support.

The following items will be addressed:

« Provision of a drop kerb and pathway at the bottom of Eastcombe Green to allow access for wheelchair
users and buggies to reach the bench.

o Outline of a proposal to Gloucestershire County Council and Highways for a change to the priorities at
junctions along Dr Crouches Road to facilitate traffic calming by the Primary School.

« Adopting the responsibility of running the sports pavilion on the recreation ground.

e Status in pursuing mobile signal coverage within the Parish.

o Status of Stroud DC initiative in ‘Strengthening Emergency Preparedness and resilience in Stroud’ as it
could apply to the Parish (all 3 wards)

e Status of the implementation of 20mph speed limit in the Parish (all 3 wards).

o How to report potholes, surface water issues, blocked drains and any safety critical highway concerns.

« Status of the Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP).

Please don't hesitate to contact our Clerk (details above) or me if you have anything you wish to raise or

discuss. Alternatively, come to the monthly Parish Council meetings, which take place on the first

Wednesday of each month.

Colin Clifton, Chair, Eastcombe Ward: colin.clifton@bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk

ChalCAN

21(CAN
Tree Week: 27 Sept — 4 Oct: Celebrate our local trees with walks, planting, competitions,
and more! Want to host a tree-themed event? Big or small, we'd love to hear from you: info@chalcan.org

Have Your Say: Climate & Nature Strateqgy: Stroud District Council is updating its Climate and Nature
Strategy and needs your views by 30 Sept. Click HERE to have your say! SDC also opposes the
Government’s rollback of environmental protections in the Planning and Infrastructure Bill. Learn more
HERE and about SDC's stance HERE

Second Hand September: Fashion accounts for 8—=10% of global carbon emissions. Join Gloucester
Council’s Wear Not Waste campaign by buying, wearing, and donating pre-loved clothes. Last year, they
saved over 10 tonnes of carbon - let’s beat that in 2025! Click HERE for more info

Biodiversity in Action: Our volunteers have been busy! From scything the trlangle of grass opposite
Lavender Bakehouse to tending and watering young trees at The Spinney,
every action helps local wildlife thrive.

Butterfly & Bee Walk: In June, we explored Blackness Banks GWT Re-
serve. Highlights included Bee Orchids, Marbled Whites, and the rare Large
Scabious Mining Bee. Want to join our next walk? Email info@chalcan.org

Save Water This September: With record heat and low rainfall, water
shortages are rising. Try these tips to save water and save money!

© Fill up the Dishwasher

Tips to Save Water ChalCAN New guidance for food & drink cartons
Small Changes. Big Impact including Tetra PCI(S
© switch toShowers © Tumnoffthe Tap From
Switching from baths to showers Running taps waste 6 itres of 1July
is an easy way to save water. If water a minute, Turn off the tap
l”T‘\ you're already a shower person, Y when you're brushing your teeth!
then try keeping your shower to Try filling a bowl of water when
4 minutes or less. rinsing vegetables or fruit.

=] Switch from handwashing tosave L eep filingup your water bottles
rm‘ 6,000 litres a year. Save another or a jug of water and keep itin
IMemll 1,000 litres by not pre-rinsing. n the fridge so that you always have
E==5) Fill up the dishwasher to & 2 supply of old water without
maximise the water use! running the tap.
© Don'talwaysfillthekettle @  Keep the sprinkler off
Filling up the kettle only as much Why not invest in a water butt to
as you need saves water and collect rainwater or try using
energy. Most kettles have -fmmwa«(mwud) NO
indicators advising how much instead. Your plants will benefit
water you need for each cuppal from the extra nutrients! THANKS


https://bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk/
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https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/news/planning-bill-breaks-labours-nature-promises-say-wildlife-trusts-and-rspb?fbclid=IwY2xjawMJPdxleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETE3TEQ2NkJQWnpEbWNnYTBVAR5pE8sbCuz-AHU9eGbstHAnJ8HaC8Y3WsWkRc0iPcB5aZueUuo_ikXo66c8RA_aem_TvPg1RfLVJjngJtsf
https://url6.mailanyone.net/scanner?m=1um6XT-00000009quS-2wF0&d=4%7Cmail%2F90%2F1755072000%2F1um6XT-00000009quS-2wF0%7Cin6l%7C57e1b682%7C11052340%7C7912027%7C689C4813C463A25C08FF906D6C94BB69&o=%2Fphtt%3A%2Fstsedrongreu.rtpa..ogry%2Fnuk0ws2%2Fe1025l%2F2%2F%2F7
https://www.gloucestershirerecycles.com/reduce/fashion?utm_source=Facebook&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=Orlo
mailto:info@chalcan.org

CHALFORD PARISH COUNCIL NEWS

Chalford Parish Centre, 50 Geralds Way, Chalford, GL6 8F]; 01453 887204
info@chalford-glos.gov.uk www.chalford-glos.gov.uk. Facebook.

Valley Playing Field: The playing field is currently closed to the public because mole activity has brought
pieces of glass and ceramics, and pieces of cement bound asbestos to the surface. As a result, Chalford
Parish Council has employed an environmental consultant, Sanctus Ltd, to undertake sampling work at the
site. The sampling was undertaken during the week commencing 4th August 2025. The samples have been
sent to the laboratory for analysis, and we are awaiting the results. Once the results are received, the con-
sultant will assess the results, undertake a human health risk assessment and outline any remedial measures
required. It is anticipated that we shall have this information by the end of September at the latest. In the
meantime, the playing field will remain closed for the foreseeable future as a precautionary measure.

Booklet — Eleven Short Walks Around Chalford Parish: A few years ago the Footpath Volunteers
produced a book ‘Eleven Short Walks Around Chalford Parish’. Whilst some of the finer details have changed
(for example the playing field barriers are now yellow rather than green, and some stiles have been replaced
by gates) the well-written circular routes are still easy to follow and are on Public Rights of Way or quiet
roads. They are mostly within the Parish, with just a few stretches outside the Parish boundary. They range
from 3 mile to 3 miles in length, and from easy to more demanding in difficulty. ‘About the walk’ at the
beginning of each route gives a brief outline of what to expect. Short cuts are given in several of the walk
descriptions. Each walk has a sketch map. Individual walks and more detailed maps can be downloaded free
from the Footpaths section of Parish website (www.chalford-glos.gov.uk). Hard copies of the book can be
purchased from the Parish Council Office on Geralds Way, Bussage for £2.

Keeping your Parish footpaths clear: Your Parish Council Footpath Volunteers are looking for new
projects! For over eight years we've been improving Parish footpaths and walls. We're open to suggestions

Chalford

Parish Council

from you for some new interesting challenges, call the office on 01453 887204.

/

EASTCOMBE PRIMARY SCHOOL 555 P IT LOCAL!
Before the summer, an action-packed day was had at the 270 WELE: DO YOU NEED “* =)
Climbing Park. Children showed amazing resilience in tackling the \ HELP WITH '  *
bouldering and climbing walls at this amazing venue. Brilliant d TECH? = \
behaviour from the children made this a great start to Activities Week. _ : "
Owl/ Class took a local walk as part of their Activities Week. In the My name is James, I'm 18 years
peaceful valley they made friends with some dogs and their owners old & I have several years
and had a fun time splashing in the stream. The class also had their | |experience of helping hilltop people
first Pickleball lesson at Chalford Tennis Club. Nic, the coach, was so of all ages with their technology.
impressed with how quickly the children picked up the skills. I can help you to feel more
Squirrel Class enjoyed using laptops to create music, using the confident & can also fix some
Chrome Music Lab. Next term they will explore further to connect computer problems.
images with sounds and experiment with pitch. The class also had an | |1 charge £20 per hour, or whatever
incredible field trip to Copsegrove Farm, filled with fun, laughter and you are able to afford.
amazing experiences including den building, animal searching, pond . .
dipping, plus several opportunities to cook on the fire! ) For more details, con_tact.

IR A huge well done to our PE Handball team of jamescalverley0@gmail.com

¥&= ¥ 1 year 5/6 children at the recent Festival at References available.
el Thomas Keble School. They played well, show-

—=hTme ing good sportsmanship and excellent teamwork.
Hedgehog Class had a fascinating trip to the

Museum in the Park. They learnt about the history of the cloth indus-
try in Stroud and the different jobs that adults did in the past (such as | |* : <

b N . “ R
QST LIKE, PHAT

SUMMER

SFALESINTO -

shearing, carding and weaving). They took part in a range of hands-
on activities and had a tour of the museum.

Our school year ended on a high with another
fantastic whole school production, as we set
sail for a swashbuckling adventure with the
musical, Pirates of the Curry Bean. With a
real-life treasure hunt, the show had all the
ingredients of an action-packed performance:
pirates, treasure, a parrot, rats - and of course a mutiny! An evening
of laughter, music and drama in the fabulous Cotswold Playhouse -
such a special experience for our budding thespians to perform in a
real theatre! The children’s confidence belied their age and the
limited time for rehearsals. Well done Eastcombe Primary School, we
are very proud of you and a big thank you to everyone involved.

We wish all our Year 6 children the very best as they start the next
phase of their school life and send a warm welcome to the children
and their families joining our school community for the first time; we
look forward to another busy academic year!

;
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DISTRICT COUNCIL NEWS

Climate and Nature Strategy: The Council has a
new draft Climate and Nature Strategy to replace the
Carbon Neutral 2030 plan adopted in 2019. The new
plan, now open for consultation, is based on much
fuller data now available and gives equal emphasis to
adaptation to climate change as well as mitigation
(reducing emissions), and to nature recovery, and the
need for a just transition. The new goals are for the
Council's own activities to be net zero by 2030, for the
district to achieve net zero by 2050, and for ‘30 by 30’
— 30% of the district's land and water to be protected
for nature recovery by 2030. The last two goals align
with the Government's national goals. Please see the
Strategy and a consultation survey here. Feedback
helps ensure the plan meets the district's needs.

Affordable Housing: Stroud District Council continues
to build high-quality, energy efficient, affordable
housing for local residents. Construction is underway
on three brownfield sites in Cam, Dursley and Wotton.
A total of 44 homes will be a mix of social rent (the
lowest cost), affordable rent and shared ownership.

Contact me about any district council matters: Martin
Brown, cllr.martin.brown@stroud.gov.uk, 01452 70878

Frithwood Surgery Patient
Part|C|pat|on Group (PPG) News

== The PPG held another well attended
B CPR and Defibrillator training
| |evening in July. The excellent
| session was delivered by Sophie and
| participants were able to get ‘hands
’\ “ | on” with equipment. Sophie also
answered a multitude of questions
which came her way, helping everyone to feel more
confident if they were ever in the unfortunate position
of needing to perform CPR or use a defibrillator. The
training evening was oversubscribed so do watch out
for another session in the future.

This summer our weekly health walks have been a
great way for people to make new friends whilst
enjoying some exercise — there has certainly been a lot
of laughter! Our walks are usually about 1.5 miles long
(we do vary the routes) and at a gentle pace so
suitable for anyone recovering from illness or surgery
or anyone just wanting some exercise. We meet at
Frithwood Surgery every Wednesday at 10am so
come along if you fancy a walk and a chat. Afterwards,
we have refreshments at the Chalford Parish Centre
and are very grateful for the friendly welcome from the
lovely ladies working there.

The latest piece of equipment that the
PPG has provided for the surgery is a
replacement INR machine which cost
nearly £1,500. The device is already
being well used at the surgery as it is an |
essential tool for monitoring blood ;
coagulation, particularly for patients
using medicines such as warfarin. The
machine means that practitioners can
gain instant results and adjust patients” medication
accordingly, providing effective anticoagulation therapy
and preventing blood clots. Thank you to all members
of the 100 Club and everyone who has made
donations. Your support makes all the difference and
we could not provide equipment like this for our patient
community without your valuable support.

BISLEY COMMUNITY ‘/\20 Y

COMPOSTING SCHEME =

www.bisleycommunitycompostscheme.org.uk

Bisley Community Composting Scheme celebrates
its 20th anniversary in November 2025. To mark
the occasion, and with the generous support from
The Ancient Charities of Bisley and the Parish
Council, we have commissioned a new pedestrian
gate from artist blacksmith Sam Pearce. The gate
will be on view at the exhibition ‘Earth Fire Iron’ at
the Museum in the Park from September 6th, then
installed on our site when the show closes on
November 2nd. Information on the exhibition can
be found on the Museum website:
www.museuminthepark.org.uk/earth-fire-iron-alan
-evans-and-the-new-iron-age.

For information and how to join, visit our website:
www.bisleycommunitycompostscheme.org. uk/

DID YOU KNOW? =

BCCS advises people on their compost ;’v
and also hosts workshops on
composting. Recently, we hosted
Nailsworth Beavers who enjoyed
looking for centipedes, worms and
woodlice in our compost.

A SHOW FOR ALL SEASONS!
THE HILLTOP GARDENING CLUB
AUTUMN SHOW

Here on the hill we are very lucky to have kept our
village show. Surviving both Covid and the British
weather, it continues as one of the wonderful
traditions of village life.

Village shows were founded in the 19" and early
201 century by land-owners and the clergy, to
encourage ‘cottagers’ to make the most of their
gardens and allotments when times were hard.
The origins of the Hilltop Show are more recent:
founded in 1986 by Robert Bryant, with the first
show held in 1987, the Hilltop Gardening Club
ensure the continuation of this timeless tradition,
despite financial pressures and social change
which have forced many others to call it a day.

So, if you've managed to produce perfect
pumpkins despite the weather, or you've become a
dab hand at scones having given up on the garden
- why not put in an entry? There are classes for
everyone - from fruit and veg, flowers and floral
art to photography, preserves and baking. Not
only will you have fun, you might even win a prize!
You will also help to preserve this treasured rural
tradition for generations to come.

Not the competitive type? No problem— the show
is a great chance to experience a hall brimming
with beautiful produce and to catch up with friends
over a cup of tea and a piece of cake.

Hilltop Gardenmg Club Autumn Show:
Saturday 6" September , Eastcombe Village
Hall, from 2.30pm.

Schedules & entry forms available from Eastcombe
Stores, The Lamb Inn, Head First Hair & Beauty,
Bisley Farm Shop, Chalford Parish Council Office or
The Ram Inn or www. hilltopgardeningclub.org.uk

NB: Entries must be received by 6pm on
Thursday 4th September.



https://www.stroud.gov.uk/council-and-democracy/about-the-council/have-your-say/consultations/draft-climate-and-nature-strategy-consultation/
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Eastcombe Baptist Chapel

A service is held on Sunday mornings, at 10:30am at the chapel

in Dr Crouch’s Road, Eastcombe.

EASTCOMBE VILLAGE GROUP
(EVG)

The Eastcombe Wine Walk on 3 August was a
great success and enjoyed by all who came. We
were very fortunate that the weather was kind to
us. Thanks to our hosts and all those who helped,
and to everyone who came and made this a
memorable village event. The 2026 Wine
Walk is likely to be either Sunday 26 July or
Sunday 2 August; details to follow next year.

We are hoping to hold an event one evening
in the run up to Christmas. Once plans are in
place we will let those on the EVG mailing list
Iha\ge the details (see below how to join the
ist

At the end of August Sarah Grundy is leaving the Lamb Inn for
new adventures at the Butcher’s Arms in Oakridge. We are sorry
to see her go and wish her well with the new venture. Sarah has
made a si?nificant contribution to our village, helping with a
number of EVG events, particularly the Burns Supper, St
George’s Day Celebrations, the lighting of the Christmas tree
each year and of course our Jubilee event and the Coronation
celebrations. Thank you Sarah, we wish you well.

Our next meeting is on Monday 13 October at 7.30pm in
Eastcombe Village Hall Annex. We will review the Wine Walk and
explore ideas for events in the coming months. All are welcome.

Peter Scott: peterhscott@btinternet.com
Contact csissons52@gmail.com to join the mailing list.
Follow Eastcombe Village Group on Facebook.

St Michael’s = All Angels,
Bussage

Services this month are:

e Sunday 14th Sept: Holy Communion,
9.30am

e Sunday 21st Sept: Morning Prayer,
9.30am

e Sunday 21st Sept: Cafe Church,
2.30pm (see poster on Page 8)

e Sunday 28th Sept: Holy Communion,
9.30am (Michaelmas)

On other Sundays there are services in
different parts of the Benefice.

CAN YOU PLAY THE ORGAN?
We are looking for someone to help
once a month by playing the organ

during our communion service
(normally 4 hymns). It is lovely to have
the organ rather than recorded music if
possible. There is no requirement to be
a virtuoso, nor a church goer, and the
church can be made available if you
would like to practise. Our current
organist will be able to give advice and
encouragement. If you are interested,
please email
bussagechurchwarden@gmail.com.

See www.bisleybenefice.org.uk or join
our mailing list:
pewslipsbisley@hotmail.com.

For weddings, funerals & baptisms,

contact Revd. Sue Murray:
vicar@bisleybenefice.org.uk

P~ME VOLUNTEER WITH US
ﬂ & MAKE A REAL
STAR DIFFERENCE

Stroud and Help us offer practical
Gloucester support and a listening ear
to families with young children when
they need it most.

Sometimes, a little extra help can make all
the difference as they navigate their way
through challenging times.

Our next Volunteer Preparation Course
runs from
Thursday 9th October to 4th December
(term time only).

. Gain valuable skills
Support local families
Be someone they can talk to

For more information, please visit:
www.homestartsd.org

or contact Enquiries@homestartsd.org

Together, we can

help families feel

heard, supported,
and stronger.

HERBERT PROTOCOL  THE
Caring for vulnerable people, HERBERT
including those with dementia,

/ PROTOCOL
can be challenging. There'sa . . ...
risk that they can at some

point go missing, if only for a short time.

Planning ahead can help. If you have a relative who
lives with memory problems, please consider completing
a Herbert Protocol form. This is a form that carers,
family or friends of a vulnerable person (or the person
themselves) can fill in, which contains information to
help the police if the person goes missing, including:

e Medication required
e Mobile numbers
 Places previously located
e A recent photograph

Keeping an updated, completed form saves the worry of
trying to recall information at a stressful time. It also
helps the police, allowing a search to start more quickly.
If someone goes missing, ring 999 and tell the police
that you have the Herbert Protocol profile available.

The initiative is named after George Herbert, a war
veteran. George lived with dementia and died whilst
'missing’, trying to find his childhood home.

You can download the form by visiting
www.gloucestershire.police.uk or by clicking
here. You can also ask your local police force or
a health professional for a paper copy.
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CAROL’S COOKERY CORNER:
CHICKEN, CHORIZO & BROCCOLI PASTA

Quick, easy, healthy and delicious. Just right for
this time of year. Serves 2.

INGREDIENTS:

e 125g pasta. I used penne rigate

5 broccoli stems or florets, sliced

1 tablespoons olive oil

1 skinless uncooked chicken breast
fillet, sliced into small pieces

15 pieces sliced chorizo, halved

1 thinly sliced small red pepper.
100ml créme fraiche or yogurt

2 tablespoons chopped parsley
Salt and pepper

Freshly grated parmesan cheese, to serve

METHOD:

1. Cook the pasta in lightly salted boiling water for 10 minutes
until just tender.

2. Add the broccoli for the last 5 minutes of cooking time. Drain
and keep warm.

. Heat the oil in a frying pan, add the red pepper, chicken and
chorizo and fry for 5-8 minutes until the chicken is cooked.

. Stir in the creme fraiche and heat through, add the parsley
and 1 tablespoon grated cheese.

. Add the pasta and broccoli to the frying pan and stir well.

. Season to taste.

. Serve topped with plenty of grated cheese.
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HILLTOP FILM CLUB
FINDING YOUR FEET -

Saturday 20th September *

7.30pm *
at Eastcombe Village Hall -
On the eve of retirement, a ™ b
middle class snob discovers F

that her husband is having g...¢
an affair with her best

Noun B~ W

EASTCOMBE BUS SHELTER
LIBRARY:
ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR

One of the pleasures of living in our

o X Np Be Xp Rp NP NP 2 2P X Np Np Xp Xp Np X 2 0 0 0 2p X Np Bp X Np N 0 0 0

part of the Cotswolds is that we don't ';r)i(ﬁgdw?tnhd riserf%rgﬁgni?atg Ll
usually suffer from the anti-social " sister on an impoverished inner-city ..
behaviour seen in towns and cities. council estate. ¥

However, there have been a couple of instances recently GUESTS: £5 b
where someone seems to think that the bus shelter in MEMBERS: COMPLIMENTARY
Eastcombe is a public convenience. ICES: £3 o

The individual or individuals involved should be ashamed I ”
of themselves. Please consider others and desist. ALL WELCOME! o
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THE LITTLE FREE ART GALLERY, BUSSAGE

The Little Free Art Gallery celebrated its 1% Birthday at the
end of August!

In the last year over 200 creative items have

been brought to the gallery for display and then g

gone to new homes, keeping us true to our |

mission of celebrating creativity and spreading
joy on the hilltop.

Curry + Quiz Night At the time of writing there is traditional art,
glass painting and crochet on display. At the

Back by Popular Demand

8 th
Friday 10" October 2025 end of September we will be celebrating the =
Oakridge Village Hall Bussage Bear Hunt (in aid of Bussage Primary : é
Start 7.00pm Licensed Bar School) with a themed display, featuring our |- 1
Tickets £12 Children £5 mascot, Barry the Bear. Taking part in the Bear &

More details & to reserve your tickets, please contact Hunt? Why nOt eXtend your Walk and drop by7 / !
John Hughes. mall@imhughes.plus.com 07810 123511 The #littlefreeartgallerybussage can be found on | & 5
Paul Hunt paulhuni284@gmail.com 07814 621700 The Avenue’ Bussage, Off Cowswe” Lane’ [ g
Organised by Bisley-with-Lyplatt Twinning Association GL6 8AT. "“.

6



l)nl\

August, Muriel Brooks takes an extended look at the experiences of local | m wx‘{ S%EY
people who lived through the war in the east... || Poace atast s Japn
Bob Brooks's father was a phlegmatic man. In a tiny 1945 diary one April day he wrote r
Hitler dead'’and, overleaf, on 8 May, ‘German war ended". Suddenly he was no longer \
flying around Iooklng for U-boats in Coastal Command, but taking his plane across great . - ittty
desert spaces in Transport Command as emphasis turned to India and beyond. World War 2 in the Far East

is no longer “the forgotten war” but I feel moved to write about some of the people I remember. The war
caused so much grief, as can be seen on so many war memorials — but I am thinking of conversations with
some who had direct experience and survived. There were some excellent raconteurs among them.

Many readers will remember Duncan and Mary Braithwaite of Orchard Cottage, Eastcombe.
Mary's father was a high-ranking civil servant in Delhi, and her experience of life in India meant
she was unconcerned when immediately after marriage Duncan took her to live in Burma. Her
reminiscences are full of the trappings of the Raj, but nothing prepared her for Duncan
disappearing into the Australian Air Force as the Japanese set their eyes on Burma. With
Duncan’s pay just £22 a month, Mary looked for work and became involved in government
communications. Without batting an eyelash, she was the 'cypherette' who decoded the news
of the bombing of Pearl Harbour. The forces wives derided the sudden departure of the wives :
of British businessmen ( ‘we felt they had ratted rather — they didn't even have children.’)but  Mary Braithwaite
then, having bravely stood fast for rather too long, they had hair-raising adventures as they finally made
their way to safety. Sharing a railway compartment with a friend (and their children) they cheerfully spent
several days with just a hole in the floor for a loo. They had a bottle of gin and one of whisky so they felt
indomitable. For more about Mary’s life, read her memoir ‘7ime Was'on www.eastcombearchive.org.

Another personable and charming local lady was Patricia Godsell of Keeper’s Cottage, by Toadsmoor Pond.
Chatting in whispers when too early for a funeral in Bisley church, I mentioned Flower Fitch-Kemp's famous
talk to the primary school about her time in the ATS (the Auxiliary Territorial Service was the women's
branch of the British Army during World War II). Apparently, if one's hostel was bombed, one went to tea at
The Ritz. Of course. Patricia said that she had served, but in NE India where her father was in charge of the
troops training to go into the war in Burma. Sometimes, she said, her father sent her upcountry to a camp in
a forward position where the men were learning about jungle warfare. Just me and hundreds of men —
unless Eadwina Mountbatten turned up and then I had to share my darling little huttie and wash her smalls..."

Our Japanese friend, Misa, was already away from home in Shanghai when Japan entered the war. She
described crouching with friends over a forbidden shortwave radio listening to a BBC concert from London.
Suddenly they all froze as they heard bombers approaching, and the music stopped while the conductor
suggested that anyone who wanted to shelter in the basement could do so. No one left, explosions were
heard, the aeroplane noise receded and the announcer said, Apparently we have scared them off.” The
music restarted, cheers erupted in Shanghai and the 'Good old British spirit' was applauded by its hidden
multi-national listeners. Isn't that extraordinary?

Another polished raconteur was Major Derek Davin of Oakridge and Bisley, who served in the Indian Army.
He never spoke of privation but loved to make us laugh in the pub by describing how he was wounded —
once when swiped off the running board of a lorry as his driver took a gatepost too close, and once when
American bombers went a bit off beam. He claimed to have acquired a head wound and been knocked
unconscious when the prison camp was bombed by mistake. 'They made a direct hit on the latrines and a
solid lump of you-know-what knocked me out.’He didn't necessarily reveal that the camp was on the River
Kwai where he and many others were working and dying along the death railway.

John Lane — Jackie Ramsbottom when he was fostered in Bismore in the 1920s — was sent to
a farm school in Australia at the age of nine. At 16, he had just moved into the world of
work when Australia suddenly needed troops. He joined up, trained, and was in Singapore
just in time to witness the chaos of defeat. In his book ‘Fairbridge Kid'John describes the
bliss of a child's life in Eastcombe, but another book, Summer Will
Come Again'is a very full account of being a prison labourer in Japan
across years of brutality and starvation. When the Australians reached
prison camp they met Royal Navy men who had been victims in the
atrocious war crime of the 'Lisbon Maru' (look it up) — extraordinarily,
JohnLane  one of Bob's relations was among them and we put him in touch with
John at the end of their lives — and they realized that in comparison they had been
lucky. John also tells how local people used to line up furtively outside the wire of the
camp and push small handfuls of rice through to the prisoners' waiting hands—when
they themselves had very little. In old age and dying of motor neurone disease, John John Lane& fellow POWS
agreed to go to Japan as the guest of a reconciliation committee. An experienced at Kobe, aﬁé‘;ﬂsﬁrlgggﬁ
public speaker and normally full of vim, on the way there he regretted his decision, P
especially when he found he was to meet one of the most brutal of the prison guards. In the event, he said,
they were just two old men who fell into each other's arms and sobbed and sobbed.

I have lovely Japanese friends — and one of my nephews and his Japanese wife are busy repopulating
Kyushu. We must never forget — but one has to let hate go.

= B
VILLAGE HISTORIES... Following the 80th anniversary of V] Day in ?;\y

Muriel Brooks
For more local history memories, please visit www.eastcombearchive.org.uk.
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http://www.eastcombearchive.org.uk/documents/MaryBraithwaiteTimeWas.pdf
http://www.eastcombearchive.org.uk/
http://www.eastcombearchive.org.uk

moved to Page 7.

VILLAGE HISTORIES... This month, our regular local history feature has

DRIVING SAFELY IN AUTUMN

Autumn will soon be here, with its seasonal
driving challenges.

With the shorter daylight hours, we will need to adjust to driving in low
sunlight and even driving at night. As the temperatures drop there is
morning fog, heavy downpours, and high winds with tree-fall debris. Fall-
ing leaves compound those issues with slippery roads and pavements.

To help prepare for these challenges the Older Drivers Forum (ODF) in
Gloucestershire offer popular free webinars full of useful tips and latest
road safety information to sharpen driving ability, the preparedness of our
vehicle and how to plan safer journeys.

Jo, a national road safety course instructor: “ 7he webinars are exceptional-
ly well thought out and cover an incredible amount of helpful aavice.”

The next online webinar is on Saturday 27 September, 10-11am.
To register for this online event, click on this link
https://tinyurl.com/et26rbw3
To receive information on future events email:

odfglos@gmail.com

The Forum also offers face-to-face presentations to interest groups and
points-of-presence at events. To book, email odfglos@gmail.com

Martin, a recent attendee, said, "The compelling statistical information had
a profound impact on my attitude to continued driving.”

ODF in Gloucestershire is a voluntary organisation established in 2018 by
siblings Alexandra and Nigel Lloyd-Jones, as a positive legacy to their
mother who died in car crash. www.olderdriversforum.com/gloucestershire

ODF operates under the charitable status of the Gloucestershire Older Persons
Association. (Charity number: 1124977)

PHOTO
COMPETITION!

The Eastcombe Village

Group (EVG) will launch

a photo competition at

the Hilltop Gardening

Club Autumn Show on
6'" September.

The topic will be to capture
the essence of Eastcombe and
the winning entry will be
produced as a limited edition
wooden jigsaw, on sale to
raise funds for the community.

Entry forms and further
details available at the
Autumn Show on 6"
September, at Eastcombe
Village Hall, from 2.30pm.

GHALFORD
MARKET

CRAFTY & DELICIOUS @ CHALFORD
10am-1pm

T o= e LOCAL PRODUCE -GIFTS
N il T . REFRESHMENTS - BREAKFAST ROLLS
ey v PETTING CORNER -WOODWORK - GLASS
- PLANTS - BIRD BOXES - PRESERVES
‘ ‘ ‘\ HAIR ACCESSORIES & SO MUCH MORE
AW, ‘
r 3 ( N
\ = /7Y [ J .
W AL \6A ) : a CSSC
: i..- ®
HlLLTOP CAFE CHUKCH A Chalford Sports
Christian Worshins for those of ll y - & Social Club
all £aiths and vowe. BISLEY WI VILLAGE HALL GL6 7AX
i BISLEY ARTISAN MARKET
su“day 21 sepf SUNDAY 21°T SEPTEMBER
2 30PW\ 10.30AM TO 1.30PM FREE ENTRY
EASTCOMBE V|LLAGE HALL 8ISLEVOBVLEUREFCLOOANT:QQ:IONOGL YARD
BROVOHT T0 YOU FROM RAFFLE ON THE DAY
THE PARISH OF BUSSAGE & EASTCOMBE SUNFLOWER SUICIDE SUPPORT
"""""""" S SRS TN

NAME THAT VIEW!

How well do you know our villages?

July’s photo was of the
_| stone stile at the top of the

WHAT'’S ON in SEPTEMBER?

4 Sept: Entries due for HGC Autumn Show
6 Sept: HGC Autumn Show, 2.30pm,
Eastcombe Village Hall

7 Sept: Chalford Market, 10am-1pm, CSSC/
Chalford Band Party in the Park, France Lynch
Pleasure Ground, 2.30pm

13 Sept: Meet Bisley-with-Lypiatt parish
councillors, The Lamb Inn, 10.30am-1pm

‘death slide’, the steep
path that links Wells Road,
Eastcombe, to Bismore

This month’s photo is once
again taken locally. Can
you identify it?

The answer will be

revealed in the October
issue.

Noon on 17th SEPTEMBER: DEADLINE for
OCTOBER NEWSLETTER

20 Sept: Hilltop Film Club, 7.30pm, Eastcombe

Village Hall

21 Sept: Hilltop Café Church, 2.30pm,

Eastcombe Village Hall/Bisley Artisan Market,

10.30am-1.30pm, Bisley WI Village Hall

27 & 28 Sept: Bussage Bear Hunt, Bussage

Primary School, 1-4pm
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