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____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Dark Skies Policy 
 

 
Bisley-with-Lypiatt Parish is a dark parish, that is to say it has no street lighting.  It encourages 
residents to consider lighting options, both existing and new.  Implications of this policy are 
considered and can be seen below: 
  

 Energy: Dark skies reduce energy consumption which the Parish Council supports 
alongside the use of energy efficient outdoor lighting when installed by residents and 
businesses.  

 Ecology: In our rural settings, wildlife is all around us and outdoor lighting impacts all 
species so careful choices should be made near sensitive wildlife habitats. Bad lighting 
can have a detrimental effect on wildlife (see additional notes below).  

 Public Safety: Poorly installed lighting can be a hazard to motorists, bicyclists and 
pedestrians at night. Keeping night skies dark reduces glare but placing the right amount 
of light in the right place helps everyone’s safety.  

 Crime: A good policy to protect dark skies can enhance security. 
  Local Public Intrusion:  Exterior building lights should be aimed downwards and only light 

an immediate area so as not to affect nearby sites; in addition, they should not be left on 

during all hours of darkness, only the hours required. 

 
The Parish Council Dark Skies Policy therefore concludes that parishioners and businesses 
should: 
 

 Only use light when absolutely necessary 

 Use shading to target beams of light 

 Always use the lowest light levels 

 Turn off lights as soon as possible 

 Use warmer coloured lights where possible 

 
Supporting Information 
An international report done in 2020 illustrates that Artificial Light At Night (ALAN) is contributing 
to a decline in insects, it reduces plant pollination, affects bat behaviour and also the daytime 
activities of some things like robins, feeding for longer and singing at night. Light pollution is 
thought partly to blame for the decline of glow worms.  A report by the UK Centre for Ecology and 
Hydrology illustrated that LED lights, because of the wave frequency, contributed to more insect 
loss than sodium lights. Moth caterpillar population was found to be 52% lower under LED lights 
than unlit areas.  Many research reports are now reinforcing this fact.  
 
Humans cannot see the light that all plants, insects, fungi and fish produce to repel predators and 
attract mates or pollinate plants. In nature, even light from distant sources disturbs eating, 
breeding seasons, and can kill (this is especially true for moths)  
 
In rural areas, compared with urban areas, the visibility in the night sky of the moon, stars and 
planets is so much clearer; this has been more obvious in the clear night skies of spring 2025.  
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Bisley-with-Lypiatt Parish Council supports the ‘Cotswolds Conservation Board Position 
Statement Dark Skies & Artificial Light’ which can be found on their website. 
 
Cotswolds Conservation Board Position Statement – Dark Skies and Artificial Light 
https://www.cotswolds-nl.org.uk/wp/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/Cotswolds-Dark-Skies-Artificial-
Light-Position-Statement.pdf 
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