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CHALFORD TENNIS
CLUB WIN AWARD!

Chalford Tennis Club were in great >
spirits at this year’s county LTA Tennis
Awards, held at Kingsholm Stadium in
Gloucester. Sandi Proctor, president of
the LTA, presented Chalford with 'Club
of The Year' for their initiatives, their
fundraising for improved facilities and
disability access, as well as growing
Pickleball within the community. Chalford are also extremely proud of
their coach Bjorn Merrett, who picked up 'Coach of the Year', and
junior Seb Coventry, who won 'Young Person of the Year'.

30 club members celebrated the club’s success at the awards,
enjoying learning about the other award winners and how the club can
further promote Tennis and Disability Tennis in our area.

Further to organising a successful children's Christmas party and
Easter hunt trail this year, a rounders tournament will take place
on 22nd June: to take part, email chalfordtennischair@hotmail.com.
Pickleball member Nathan Monk is also crowdfunding for a cycling
challenge—from Chalford Sports and Social Club to Wimbledon
Centre Court and back in a day. There is a competition to guess his
moving time, with the winner receiving a FREE year’s membership.

Chalford Tennis and Pickleball is thriving - if you would like to come
along for a trial session, contact chalfordtennischair@hotmail.com
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SWIFT ACTION to HELP SWIFTS! ) swift

Swift Awareness Week 2025 takes place < Awareness
from June 28th to July 6th, celebrating Swifts, ~" Week
raising awareness about their declining population
and the challenges they face, such as the loss of nesting sites, as
well as encouraging people to take action to help protect them.

Swifts arrive back to the UK from April/May to nest. Although they
spend most of their life on the wing, sometimes they can end up on
the ground. This is where they need YOUR help!

IF YOU FIND A GROUNDED SWIFT: Follow the 3 steps below
or watch: https://youtube.com/shorts/EKfvI0jBg8w?feature=shared

1. Bring the Swift indoors & gently place in a container lined with a tea
towel. Keep the Swift in a quiet room.

2. Rehydrate carefully by placing a damp cotton wool bud to the side
of the swift's beak. Avoid the nostrils and don't try to open the beak
as it breaks easily. Do not try to feed.

3. Urgently contact your local swift group: stroudswift-
group@gmail.com, Gill Stacey: 07900 590759

Please spread the word as to how we can help our
Swifts! For more information, join All things Swifts UK.

‘have what it takes to bring home the trop!
action-packed day of Rounders foll

cosc MARKET

Chalford Sports  CRAFTY & DELICIOUS @ CHALFORD
& Social Club 10am-1pm

Sunday 1*' June

by NOON on 17th June.

To receive a FREE digital copy of the newsletter every month, please contact

eastcombebandbnews@gmail.com. Printed copies, 60p each, are available from
Eastcombe Stores, Frith Community Café & Chalford Parish Centre.

Please send items for the July newsletter to eastcombenewsletter@btinternet.com
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BISLEY-WITH-LYPIATT PARISH COUNCIL NEWS www.bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk/
Contact the Clerk: admin@bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk

Parish Annual General Meeting: At this annual meeting, held prior to the parish council meeting on May
7th, the Chair, Vice Chair and Ward appointments are officially confirmed. Mike Eccott was re-elected as
Chair of the council with Ian Greaves (Oakridge Ward) continuing as Vice Chair. For Eastcombe Ward, Colin
Clifton takes over from Mike as Ward Chair and will also be responsible for Highways and Footpath issues. All
other ward appointments remain the same and details of specific responsibilities are given on the website.

Annual Parish Meeting: Thank you to all who attended on the 14™ May, including many members of the
public, some of whom were representing organisations who had received S137 Grants from the Parish
Council over the last 12 months. The meeting focused on Parish Council activities over the last year,
highlighting both the good and the not so good issues, including the state of the roads, speeding and several
ongoing projects: NDP, BisCAN, KGV Pavilion, allotments, and the Local Nature Action Plan.

Eastcombe Cricket Club Pavilion: Over the last few months we have been in discussion with the
Eastcombe CC Pavilion Committee (EPC). The EPC wish the Parish Council to take over the administration of
the Pavilion and associated bookings for the football pitches. The PC have commissioned a Fire Risk
Assessment and a Recreational Safety Inspection, both of which have now been completed. These have
identified several issues that will need addressing before any change in custodianship is instigated.

Meeting with Chalford PC: The next in a series of bi-yearly meeting was held with representatives of
Chalford PC on the 29" April. At these sessions common themes and problems are explored such that, where
appropriate, joint action can be taken to address some issues. It is worth noting that in an attempt to 'reduce
speeding at Fourways junction, Chalford PC have lodged a Traffic Regulation Order to have the speed limit
reduced from 60mph to 40mph when approaching Fourways from the Bisley direction.

Next Meeting: Bisley Village Hall on Wednesday June 4", at 7.30pm. All are welcome to attend.

ChalCAN CAN

Butterfly & Bee Walk, Blackness Bank GWT Reserve: Saturday 21st June, 10.30am:
Led by Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust volunteers, this event is FREE but booking is essential. Children over 10

welcome accompanied by an adult. No dogs please.

Duration: 1.5-2 hours, start and finishing point: entrance to Vine Farm, Brownshill, meet 10.25am.
Unfortunately, the walk is not suitable for those with mobility issues due to steep slopes and stiles. To
reserve your FREE place, click HERE

REDUCING YOUR ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT: The Stroud Resilience Web is live! It's a graphic,
searchable directory of groups in the Stroud area concerned with climate change, sustainability, biodiversity
and the local community. If you know of more local organisations that should be listed, click on the green
"Propose new listing" at the top left of the home page.

Recycling Batteries and Vapes: You can now recycle up to 10 batteries and five vapes/e-cigarettes each
week with your food waste collection. Batteries and vapes must be in separate clear plastic bags (e.g. used
sandwich bags). On scheduled waste collection days place the bags on top of your food waste bin - do NOT
tie the bags to bins. More information about the service can be found HERE.

COMMUNITY BIODIVERSITY: Earth Watch — The Great UK WaterBlitz: We worked with the local
Cub Scout group to check up on the health of local stream life, carrying out tests to investigate possible
pollution. Luckily, we were able to report back a clean bill of health.

ChalCAN WALK of tie MONTH: Toadsmoor Lakes: fairly flat, but some slopes, 2 stiles and 2 stream
crossings. Wonderful views of the lakes and woods. Approximately 2 miles, it's a figure of eight walk with
each loop about a mile in length. Click HERE for map, directions and other routes on the ChalCAN website.
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HEDGEHOG HELP! Tf)  Stuart Singers
For more wildlife-friendly e "\f Summer Concert
gardening tips, please visit gL :

www.britishhedgehogs.org.uk FV'\ H;,’:a\';;:h;,:;a:7}:;,p;n
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CHALFORD PARISH COUNCIL NEWS

Chalford Parish Centre, 50 Geralds Way, Chalford, GL6 8FJ]; 01453 887204
info@chalford-glos.gov.uk www.chalford-glos.gov.uk. Facebook.

VE Day/Annual Meeting of the Parish: A huge thank you to Chalford Sports & Social Club, Bussage and
Chalford Hill schools, Chalford Band, Rene Tourtel-McMahon, Phillippa Lay and all the helpers/volunteers for
their contributions to the hugely successful Annual Meeting of the Parish and VE Day Celebratlons

Another challenge for your Footpath Volunteers: The photo shows the decrepit
state of the steps where the Public Right of Way along the side of the Toadsmoor Valley &
from Old Bussage joins Blackness — clearly the steps need some care and attention. At the @&
time of writing, your Footpath Volunteers have spent a Thursday morning session working
on the steps. We were surprised to discover that they are set in a bank of soft earth,
rather than the stony ground we’ve encountered elsewhere in the Parish. As a result,
we're investigating using long angle iron stakes to hold the steps firmly in place, and the
task will take longer to complete than we thought. It will be worth it, though - when £
eventually finished, you will no longer need to scramble down the bank to get to the road!

Chalfest Coming Soon: Hope you have your festival hat dusted off and ready to go —
Chalfest is next month! We hope that the weather is as glorious as it was in early May.

Vacant Allotments: Enjoy not only all the lovely fresh fruit and veg you can grow, but the camaraderie of
fellow allotmenteers and oodles of fresh air. Call the Parish Centre (01453 887204) to secure your plot.

Grass Cutting Season: It is the season when our groundsmen are busy keeping on top of the grass
cutting around the parish. A schedule has been agreed by our Works Committee, so please be patient — we
will get around to it all. A reminder to drivers of large vans not to park on the grass verges within the parish.

Chalford

Parish Council

BUSSAGE PRIMARY SCHOOL

Eco Ministry — Making a Difference Together: We were proud to take part in 7he Great Big School
Clean Up, a brilliant campaign from Keep Britain Tidy that encourages environmental action and pride in our
surroundings. Each class took responsibility for a different part of the school—from the playground and field
to the forest school area—making sure every corner was clean and cared for. It was fantastic to see the
children working together with such enthusiasm and a shared sense of responsibility. What a great example
of teamwork in action!

Year 5 Orienteering Adventure: Year 5 had a fantastic day out at Westonbirt Arboretum for the At/as
Orienteering event. The sun was shining, the trees were in bloom, and the children rose to the challenge
with brilliant teamwork and map-reading skills. They worked together to navigate the course and reach each
checkpoint—and had a lot of fun along the way! A huge well done to all of Year 5 for their energy, effort,
and excellent behaviour throughout the day.

Save the Date! Our Summer Fayre and Football Tournament is just around the corner—mark your calen-
dars for Saturday 12th July! More details soon, but it promises to be a fun-filled day for the whole family.

A Special Easter Celebration: It was lovely to welcome so many of you to our Easter Service in the school
hall. The children really enjoyed sharing their worship and reflections with everyone. We'd also like to send a
heartfelt thank you to Rev. Kim Trinder and her amazing team of volunteers for the beautiful Experience
Easter event at the church. It was a meaningful and memorable experience for all the children.

EASTCOMBE PRIMARY SCHOOL

We held a special assembly for VE Day when we joined togeth-
er in a two minute silence to remember the sacrifices made by
so many to ensure the freedoms we all enjoy today.

We were all very exated to meet the gnomes again on the
weekend of 18%/19™ May - look out for pictures in the next
newsletter!

Wrap around care breakfast and after school club have been enjoying this lovely
weather—it’s great to be outside in our beautiful Cotswold village. Our children love
their cross-country running club. They run whatever the weather through our local countryside. They were
recently further inspired by Mr King and Mrs Fowles who ran an Eastcombe Village marathon (18 laps - 26.2
miles!) raising funds for our fantastic school.

Over another busy term, Squirrel Class have been developing their computer skills learning how to input data
and create pictograms. Reception children have enjoyed using iPads to support their learning in Maths.

What a fantastic day the children had during our recent Author Visit and Readathon. The day began with an
assembly by B. Ware, author of Warning! Magic Can Be Dangerous. We were introduced to her book and
had the chance to listen to the first few chapters. B. Ware is the pseudonym used by author Jo Stacey when
writing children’s books. Each class had their own workshop, with the opportunity to write stories, poems,
raps, blurbs and book covers. It was lovely to see how excitedly the children wrote about their own
characters: dragons, grumpy grannies, monsters— even scary teachers! It was a great way to end our
sponsored read and build in our children a love of books and reading.
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DISTRICT COUNCIL NEWS

Equality, Diversity Inclusion and Equity Policy: Under the
Equality Act 2010, the Council has a duty to prepare and publish an
Equality Policy every four years. At its April meeting, the Council
therefore adopted the new policy, committing it to advance equality
for all and to promote and embed equalities work across all policies,
programmes and services.

Local Plan: This remains under examination, and two of the MPs
covering Stroud District, Sir Geoffrey Clifton Brown (our MP here in
Oakridge, Eastcombe and Bisley) and Simon Opher (Stroud) have
secured meetings with the Housing Minister to ask for his support to
progress the plan and resolve the issues raised by the inspectors
which would have wider implications for the planning process.

County Councillor: Following the County Council election on May
1, our new County Councillor for Painswick and Bisley is Gary Luff
(Green Party) gary.luff@gloucestershire.gov.uk. I look forward to
working with Gary, who is also the District Councillor for Painswick,
for all residents of Bisley, Eastcombe and Oakridge. I would like to
thank Sue Williams, with whom I worked closely when she was our
county councillor, for all her work for local residents.

District Council Leadership: Chloe Turner, district and county
councillor for Minchinhampton (including Chalford for the county)
has been chosen leader of the Green Group on the District Council,
replacing Catherine Braun of Wotton, and is expected to be elected

as Leader of the Council on May 20

As always, please contact me about any district council matters:
Martin Brown, cllr.martin.brown@stroud.gov.uk, 01452 770878

WHERE Scout & Guide Hall, Eastcombe
WHEN  Saturday 14 June 2025
TIME 10:00—13:00

Entrance fee £1

(Refreshments available)

Exhibitor information

Exhibitor fee £7.50 with access from 09:00.
(Available tables are limited and will be
allocated on a first-come-first served basis.
Or you can supply your own—there is plenty
of space.)

Slots must be pre-booked, with the closing
date 31 May 2025

For further information contact
Jean Buxton 07817 441363 email j b @h il.co.uk

or
Jackie Harris 07840 244803 email jaquieboyd@hotmail.com

HILLTOP GARDENING CLUB

www.hilltopgardening club.org.uk

On 6th May, Clare Savage spoke to us about
'‘Digging a Career in Horticulture'.

Listening to someone’s horticultural working-life can be illuminating:
the more so if the telling is delivered with passion and self-
deprecating humour. A magical moment of epiphany in the
seemingly barren deserts of Australia transformed by rain ‘into an
explosion of growth’ led a young Clare Savage to wonder how such
extraordinary botanical transformations happened. An
autobiographic approach told how this pivotal antipodean experience
shaped a vivid and varied professional career, marked by study,
voluntary work at Chelsea Physic Garden, serendipity and good luck.

Old photographs of Clare with gardening legends such as Beth
Chatto evidenced the role of good mentors, as did Clare’s adaptabil-
ity and willingness to travel and gain new skills. She has helped
bring to our TV screens a number of gardening programmes, with
roles from sourcing plants to fact-checking for presenters and keep-
ing production running smoothly - even dog sitting the late-lamented
Nigel! There were behind the scene glimpses of the technical, time-
consuming complexity of producing programmes such as Gardeners’
World and Chelsea. From filming time-lapse seedlings to mapping
Spruce distribution against policy changes in Wales to visiting cocoa
growers in Grenada, Clare outlined many diverse career possibilities.

While film production was fascinating, the lure of hands-on
gardening also beckoned and Clare enjoys work as a maintenance
gardener. Many members asked questions: approaches to slug
control, wildlife, workin%without pesticides and insecticides, weed-
ing, garden design and how to inspire and encourage children to
become gardeners? Clare’s advice: start with the gift of a watering
can. Who knows which road might be taken from watching the
profound effects of water on plants?

Pam Meecham

Hilltop Gardening Club next meeting: June 3™ at Eastcombe
Village Hall 7:30pm: Peonies and Roses by organic gardener Val
Bourne, author of Tough Plants: Garden Gladiators that Pack a
Punch in Extreme Weather.

GROW TOGETHER
\IN BROWNSHILL

JOIN THE BROWNSHILL
COMMUNITY
ALLOTMENT GROUP!

Love being outdoors? Want to meet new
people and learn something new?

Come and join our friendly
gardening group!

* No experience needed
Men and women of all ages welcome
Learn new skills

Make new friends N
Share the joy of growing your _
own fruit and veg

Whether you're a seasoned gardener
or just curious to give it a try — we’d love
to have you on board!

APPLY TO CHRIS OR SCOTT SISSONS
FOR DETAILS TEL: 07547 485926

MOZART
VIVALDI
Max Richter

Friday 11th July 730
Members of the internationally acclaimed
Medici String Quartet and London Soloists
will perform a special one off concert at
All Saints Church, Bisley

They will be joined by the soprano soloist Philippa Lay

/i

vy

Caroline Dale

Cathy Thompson

Tickets £16 (£5 for under 16s)
https://www.licketsource.co.uk/bisley-benefice
Or call Fiona 07771 513382



mailto:cllr.martin.brown@stroud.gov.uk
file:///C:/Users/mcalv/AppData/Local/Temp/pid-7900/www.hilltopgardening%20club.org.uk

Eastcombe Baptist Chapel

A service is held on Sunday mornings, at 10:30am at the
chapel in Dr Crouch’s Road, Eastcombe.

EASTCOMBE VILLAGE GROUP (EVG)

In May, the EVG supported two events to
mark the 80'" commemoration of VE Day.

The Armed Man: A Mass for Peace was shown at
Eastcombe Village Hall on Saturday 3 May. This thought
provoking performance reminded us of the futility of war
and the damage caused to the communities and
countries involved. The music has become popular
through the Sanctus and the Benedictus and is now No.
2 in the Classic FM top 300 chart. Thanks to Chris
Stockwell, who organised the event ;g

70 people gathered on Eastcombe §
Green to mark VE Day. We lit and
held candles as we
remembered the horrors of
war and prayed for peace
throughout the world, led by
Revd Sue Murray. A moving
and thoughtful event. Thanks to Revd Sue
Murray and to Tony Morrison-Smith for
providing the loudspeaker, and to everyone who came.

Wine Walk — Sunday 3 August 4-8pm: We will have
5 different wine regions, more details next month.

Next Meeting — Monday 23 June, 7.30pm,
Eastcombe Village Hall Annex: All are welcome to
share their ideas, and to discuss future events.

Peter Scott: peterhscott@btinternet.com
Contact csissons52@gmail.com to join the mailing list.
Follow Eastcombe Village Group on Facebook.

St Michael’s « All Angels, Bussage
Services this month are:

e Sunday 8th June (Pentecost): Holy
Communion at 9.30am

e Sunday 15th June (Trinity Sunday): Morning
Prayer at 9.30am

e Sunday 15th June: Cafe Church, 2.30pm (see
poster on Page 8)

e Sunday 22nd June: Holy Communion, 9.30am

On the other Sundays there are services in
different parts of the Benefice.

See www.bisleybenefice.org.uk or join our

mailing list: pewslipsbisley@hotmail.com.

For weddings, funerals & baptisms, contact
Revd. Sue Murray: vicar@bisleybenefice.org.uk

'‘Give them great meals of beef..."”

On 23rd April, a dinner
was held at The Lamb
Inn, Eastcombe to
celebrate St George's
Day and commemorate
Shakespeare'’s |
birthday. It proved good =
fun with a Shakespearian
soliloquy provided by the Cotswold
Players and violin accompaniment
for some humorous singing.

Thanks to all concerned for a
lovely evening, particularly to the
team at The Lamb Inn for nice
food and friendly service.

To find out what's on at Cotswold Playhouse,
visit www.cotswoldplayhouse.co.uk/whats-on

THOMAS KEBLE SCHOOL NEWS

ensured a smooth transition to the new school.

New School: Following the February half term, a mammoth effort by all the staff

We have settled well and are very
much enjoying the bright surroundings and fantastic facilities. A big thank you for your
patience and understanding throughout this phase of our school development.

Ui
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Sport: The last two terms have been very active with primary sports involvement, our sports captains sup-
porting both Eastcombe and Bussage Primary schools with gymnastics and Sports Leader training. It's been
an absolute pleasure watching our young leaders grow in confidence as they coach and help younger pupils.

SN Creative Arts: Our choir had the opportunity to compete in the regional competition

L oy ,m ,’f ‘\ Music for Youth' They sounded amazing! GCSE students had the opportunity to see the
ey 4 W Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra live, as well as look at some of their set pieces. Our
i H l U NV Spring Concert was another success, with students of all ages performing. Tickets for
- sLa; ! our next production, Legally Blonde, will be available soon. B
PAT Dog Visit: Pets As Therapy (PAT) is a national charity that enhances the health and
well-being of people across the UK, striving to ensure that everyone, no matter their
circumstances, has access to the companionship of an animal. Next term Sue Austin and Ted,
Sue’s small terrier, will be joining us for once a fortnight to work with a small group of pupils.
Pupils will be able to stroke Ted, who has a super temperament and has been assessed to come
into our school. This is the first project of this kind at Thomas Keble and we hope that it will
benefit pupil health and well-being and bring smiles to many faces.

Year 10 Employability Skills & Community Involvement: Year 10 pupils have been
working with the Royal Forestry Society as part of a 7eaching Trees project. Students have
also been enjoying sessions run by Tony Chalk, Skills and Learning Coordinator for the Cots- :
wold Canal Trust, working on pathways, pIantlng wild flower seeds, making an insect hotel and |~
clearing a new glade Pupils will receive a Heritage Hero Bronze Award and, at the end of the
project, pupils and parents will be invited to Ebley Mill to make a presentation. Thank you to CCT for making
this possible and to the pupils who have been a credit representing the core values of Thomas Keble School.

To read more Thomas Keble School news, visit: sway.cloud.microsoft/paDmPorn9VBsgHKI?ref=email
5
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CAROL’S COOKERY CORNER: ;;":k YOUR GARDEN VISITS @
A CREAM TEA! 7© HELP CHANGE LIVES

Cream teas are popular when it's warm .
enough to eat outside. A taste of summer! What a fantastic weekend we had!
Best eaten fresh! Over 650 visitors turned out to support our local
NGS Open Gardens event on 4th and 5th May.
INGREDIENTS: Alongside ? briIIfianth Ioca:c tlil(;n 0L|Jt,d we weIco:ned
L guests from further afield including Bristol,
* 2259 self raising flour Marlborough, Newport and Malvern. There were
» 1 teaspoon baking even overseas visitors from as far away as
powder Australia and Newfoundland! Our gardeners
* Pinch of salt thoroughly enjoyed meeting the visitors and
25 caster sugar showing off their beautiful spaces.
o 50g butter, at room
temperature, cubed

The gardens looked glorious in the warm spring
sunshine. Our fabulous catering team, led by

o 150ml milk _ : Olive Turner, kept everyone supplied with tea,
o 1egg, beaten, for brushing coffee and a dazzling array of home-made cakes.
METHOD: In fact, so much cake was enjoyed on Sunday
that Olive’s crack team of bakers had to whip up
1. Heat the oven to 220° C, Gas Mark 7. a second batch for Bank Holiday Monday!
2. Place the flour, baking powder and salt in a bowl. : )
3. Stir in the sugar, add the butter and rub in to create Thanks to your generosity, we're proud to
a fine breadcrumb consistency. support Stroud District Food Bank, Brimscombe
4. Add the milk a little at a time and work into a loose, Hedgehog Hospital and the Eastcombe Swift Box
firm dough. Project. We also made a donation to the Nation-
5. Rest the mixture for 10 minutes in a cool place. al Garden Scheme, which supports vital nursing
6. Roll out the dough on a floured surface to 2cm thick. and health charities across the UK. Heartfelt
7. Cut out the scones with a round 5cm pastry cutter thanks to everyone who made this possible.
and place on a greased baking tray. A special thank you to our sponsors, who help
8. Brush with beaten egg and place in the oven for 10 - cover the costs of administration and
12 minutes, until golden brown. Allow to cool. advertising. Please do return their support
9. Cut, butter and serve with jam and cream. whenever you can.

THE LITTLE FREE ART GALLERY

Do you love to doodle, dabble in watercolours, crochet, sew or sketch? Why not share your
creativity at the Bussage Little Free Art Gallery where we celebrate creativi-
ty in all its wonderful forms!

Our community gallery is here to spread joy so why not drop by and take a *®

look at what's in the Gallery this month! And don't forget you can help

yourself to something beautiful to take home or pass on to a friend or
neighbour

The #littlefreeartgallerybussage can be found on The Avenue, Bussage ™=
off Cowswell Lane GL6 8AT. What3words///dates.barn.hawks

Please continue to spread the word and we look forward to seeing you soon!

WATER BOWES o] iLirop FiLM cLUs [

s & HILLTOP! ¢ A COMPLETE
’T*'g Natural water is UNKNOWN
? : pretty scarce just now! | * Saturday 21st June
- oy However, some kind 7.30pm :
¥~ peopleonthehiltophave | - Eastcombe Village Hall
. been putting out water i

~ A musical trip back to the 60's and 70's with
- music that is still popular today. By 1965, [
« Bob Dylan was the leading songwriter of the

"~ American folk music revival. That year, he
. began performing with electric instruments,

= creating controversy in the folk community.

GUESTS: £5
MEMBERS: COMPLIMENTARY
ICES: £3

ALL WELCOME'

bowls for passmg dogs cats and wildlife. Thank you!

Now, a new Facebook
page has been set up
to map these water
bowils.

Click here or search for
Water Bowls on the

Hilltop - GL6,
Gloucestershire.



https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61575784067457
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61575784067457
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61575784067457
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61575784067457

HELPFUL HAIRCUTS...

I'd like to briefly introduce myself. I live in Bussage
and run a solo mobile barbering service across the |
Stroud area, with a particular focus on people who
might find traditional barbershops challenging—
whether due to mobility issues, sensory sensitivity, B
or social anxiety. It's been incredibly meaningful to
offer a more comfortable experience to people.

Each Thursday and Saturday 10am—1pm, I also
offer pay-as-you-can haircuts at Brimscombe Mill—
open to anyone, no questions asked. For those |
facing hardship, I'm always open to providing free \
or heavily discounted cuts, and I work regularly
with charities like Emmaus Gloucester.

This work feels like a small but important way to strengthen
connection and dignity in our community. If you feel this could be of
interest to you or someone you know, or can spread the word, I'd be

truly grateful.

You can find my website here_https://mobilebarberstroud.co.uk/, and
there’s a recent piece by Stroud Times highlighting the work at
Brimscombe Mill if you'd like a bit more context—_https://
stroudtimes.com/cutting-it-barber-offers-a-pay-what-you-can-service/

Alistair Noble, Mobile Barber Stroud: 07710 952269

~THE ART IN
Y3 BROWNSHILL
2025

Next month will see the return of
Art in Brownshill, when St Mary
of the Angels Church hosts an
exhibition showcasing an array of
artistic talent from local residents,
including artists, printmakers,
photographers, ceramicists,
sculptors, musicians and authors.

Professionals will exhibit alongside
gifted amateurs in the spectacular
setting of the Arts and Crafts style
deconsecrated church in the
village, which is the ideal venue
for an art exhibition in this vibrant
little community

Art in Brownshill will run from
11%-20" July, with a
Pr|vate View on Friday
11% July, where a
pop-up bar will be run
by local residents.
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Singo Bingo || s, ©
Friday 6" June Fridays 10am-12 noon

Delicious cakes &
Details to follow!

" refreshments
@, o Everyone welcome
Joat,® - pop in!
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C S SC Each Friday we have a different

theme. If you have spare = share -
Chalford Sports

& Social Club

CSSC N

Chalford Sports
& Social Club

The Lunch Club

Everyone is welcome at TLC, with a special
invitation to those affected by dementia
Join us for a friendly and welcoming lunch at
Chalford Sports & Social Club.
The first Tuesday of the month.
12 noon for lunch served at 12.30
2 course homemade lunch, just £7
Refreshments available from the bar
Secure your booking contact Ali Brady
07595 882948 or infochalfordssc@amail.com

June 3rd \@

CSSC

the work of The Door Youth Project.

visiting as many of The Door’s youth projects as possible: Lechlade,
Cirencester, Stroud, Stonehouse, Cam and Dursley.

765745 or complete the short sign up form at thedoor.org.uk/door2door.
The work of the Door Youth Project work, which includes youth clubs,

doubled by Stonehouse Rotary Club.

GL5 1AN. Thank you!

DOORZDOOR SPONSORED WALKING ADVENTURE

On Saturday 7th and Sunday 8th June, Stroud-
based community youth worker Isak Sandgren-
Clarke is taking on a 60 mile sponsored hike to
raise awareness of community champions and

Door2Door will draw attention to the benefits of

! walking and being outdoors on our mental health,
and will also celebrate those in the local commu-

nity who care for others, such as The Door Youth Project, where Isak works.

The 60 mile route along parts of the beautiful Cotswolds Way will see Isak

Isak will be joined by other members of The Door team along the way, young
people from The Door’s youth clubs and some special guests. You are invited,
too! To join Isak for all or part of the walk, contact Anne Townsend on 01453

Sponsored Walking Adventure

Samrday 7th / Sunday 8th June 2025

mentoring services and support groups, is only possible thanks to the generous support of others. Please
donate what you can and sponsor Isak on his Door2Door journey - the first £300 raised will be generously

To donate, visit thedoor.org.uk/door2door or pop into The Door charity shop at the top of Stroud High
Street. Please make any cheques payable to The Door Youth Project and send to 44-45 High Street, Stroud,

Find out more about The Door at thedoor.org.uk or search TheDoorStroud on social media.
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VILLAGE HISTORIES... A TOADSMOOR SUMMER...

John Lane (1922-2008) was born in Ramsgate, Kent. Placed with Dr
Barnardo’s at the age of two, in the mid 1920s, Jack came to live with
foster parents Sam and Rosa Nobes in Bismore.

In this excerpt, John writes about summer in the Toadsmoor valley...

Summer was the season for exploration and adventure. We invaded the woods, knew every track, every
tree. The hazelnuts were closely watched with keen competition to find the largest pods. During the conker
season the foliage of massive chestnut trees housed a rookery of plundering boys.

We explored the remains of an ancient saw-mill at Toadsmoor (now the site of Aberlink) where only a few
weed-infested mounds of sawdust remained of a once thriving timber industry. A few holes of varying sizes
dotted the area, indicating that the site had not been completely abandoned. ‘They be only weasel or mole
holes,'declared Bill Allen, with some authority—Bill was an expert amateur naturalist. He knew practically
every bird's nest in the woods, and boasted the biggest collection of eggs in the village. Lying flat by the
freshest looking hole, Bill unflinchingly thrust his right arm in as far as he could. Success was immediate.
Dost have something,'cried Bill triumphantly. David Spence and I crowded around eagerly. Tt ain't alf
eavy, 'said Bill, slowly retracting his arm. The next moment his hand came into sight—at least it would have
were it not hidden under a writhing bright green skin.

It was ten minutes before I found out how long the two snakes were—by the time Bill's arm
came right out, I was on the other side of Toadsmoor Brook. After waiting a prudent period

of time, I dared a glance back to see if the snakes had been taken care of, only to find my-

self staring at a three-metre stretch of water. There were few wider places along the entire

length of the brook, and it took meten minutes to find a spot narrow enough to jump back.
=4 It was the first |nkI|ng that there were future prospects for me in the athletic world.

s m’* 1 On a hot, drowsy Saturday afternoon, Toadsmoor Lake would be helpless under the
onslaught of a gang of marauding children. One minute serene, reflecting the perfect picture
Toadsmoor Brook of an empty sky bordered by banks of massed trees, the next, flat stones ricocheted across

the surface, exploding into the disturbed water like shells on a battlefield. A few minutes
and the carnage was complete. Then, having spent all our ammunition, we plucked large handfuls of fresh
watercress from the shallows of the stream and headed for home.

To read more of John Lane’s memoir, plus Paul Beer's 1963 description of growing up in

Bracelands, visit www.eastcombearchive.org.uk. Newly added to the archive is Paul’s
reminiscences of a career working with stone, a craft which is in danger of being lost.

sniti || o | [ SLOW
Pre Father’s Day shopping event d ‘ ‘ Hed eho S 4
8th June ( S m g9 g9 )
o 10-:’:;:'2 ;: :_-:39"“ Wi V ‘)‘\7:‘ n Please Drive Carefully - -
Thank You
BISLEY WI VILLAGE HALL GL6 7& HILLTOP CAFE CHUKCH \ o
OVERFLOW PARKING
o BSLEY BLUECOATS SCHOOL YARD Christian Worship for +hose of WHAT'’S ON in JUNE?
O e il ‘h‘ 1st: Chalford Market, 10am-1pm, CSSC
t rd: Hilltop Gardening Club, 7.30pm,
> su"dav ]5 Ju“e Eastcor)nbe Village Hall/CSSC Lunch Club (see
2.30pm Page 7
e : 4th: Bisley-with-Lypiatt PC meeting, Bisley
e BRI | | B Biley Arsan Market, 10.30am-tpm,
" ' isley illage Ha
— 14th: Table Top Sale, 10am-1pm, Scout &

Guide HQ, Eastcombe
NAME THOSE 15th: Hlltop Cafeé Church, 2.30pm, East
/ combe Village Ha
H,’MN EYS! 17th: DEADLINE for JULY NEWSLETTER
May’s photo was of 21st: Hilltop Film Club, Eastcombe Village
Chalford High Street— | | Hall, 7:30pm/ChalCAN Butterfly & Bee Walk,
extra marks if you knew 10.30am (see Page 2)
that it was taken from 22nd: Rounders tournament, 11-3, CSSC
Coppice Hill. 23rd: EVG Meeting, 7.30pm, Eastcombe

This month, a Name that View with a difference: can | | Village Hall Annex

i ify the hilltop h hich h 28th: Eastcombe & Bismore Local History
you identify td?stilntt::ii\)/e 2;:?:1“";‘;? sports these Group Social Summer Slideshow, Eastcombe

. . ) Village Hall, 2pm
The answer will be revealed in the July issue. 28 June—6 July: Swift Awareness Week
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