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FUN & PRIZES at the QUIZ

The annual Eastcombe Fun Quiz and
: PIoughman’s Supper at Eastcombe Village Hall
p" a on 1> February was a sell out, with 10 teams
& s of 6 quizzers enjoying an evening of fun and
| head-scratching!

: Well done to all the teams - especially the
winning team, ‘More Pomts than Wales’(!). Thank you to Scott Sissons,
quizmaster, who created 10 magnificent rounds of general knowledge
questions, and to Helen Watkinson and her team who served a delicious
ploughman’s supper and homemade cakes - many thanks.

FREE Digitally!
b o -

The evening raised over £250, which will go towards future community events.
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CSSC

Chalford Sports
& Social Club

CRAFTY & DELICIOUS @ CHALFORD
10am-1pm

Sunday March 2nd

A L/TTLE LITTER PICKING
MEANS A LOT

On a cool but sunny day in February, a group
of 11 volunteers donned hi-vis vests and set |
out to litter pick 5 separate routes around
Eastcombe. They picked for about an hour, [
then met back at The Lamb Inn, where Sarah &=
was ready with a welcome choice of hot
drinks, kindly paid for by the Eastcombe Village Group.
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THE LAMB INN,
EASTCOMBE
(21
OPEN FOR
BREAKFAST

‘. ar

» 0

SATURDAY - SUNDAY IN MARCH

10:00AM TO 12:00PM

s thelombinneostcombe.co uk

To receive a FREE

eastcombebandbnews@gmail.com. Printed copies, 60p each, are available from Eastcombe Stores,

It is aimed to meet every other month, weather permitting. We live in a
wonderful village and should endeavour to keep litter down by using the
bins available and by picking up any stray items.

There will be more litter picking events throughout the year -
advertised through the Eastcombe Village Group email list. If you'd like to
receive these emails, please contact Chris Sissons csissons52@gmail.com)

We would be delighted to welcome more helpers to keep
our lovely village litter-free!

A DISASTROUS WEEKEND!

Local author Sarah Edghill has just published her 7th novel,
The Wedding. The emotional drama tells the story of 3
women who go to a friend’s wedding in Wales, which doesn’t
turn out to be the happy event they're all anticipating. Over
the course of 24 hours, grievances are shared, old
resentments come to the fore and secrets are revealed with
catastrophic results. It's a weekend they’'ll never forget, but
for all the wrong reasons.

"I loved writing this book!” says Sarah. “Friendships are so important, but
they don't always stand the test of time when lives go in different
directions. In 7he Wedding, my protagonist, Meg, finds that some of
those she treasures in her life no longer feel the same way about her.”

Signed copies of The Wedding are available at Middle Hill Farm Shop, or
on Amazon as an eBook and paperback. Visit geni.us/TheWedding

digital copy of the newsletter every month, please contact

Frith Community Café & Chalford Parish Centre.
Please send items for the April newsletter to eastcomben

ewsletter@btinternet.com
h.

by NOON on 17th Marc




BISLEY-WITH-LYPIATT PARISH COUNCIL NEWS www.bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk/

Contact the Clerk: admin@bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk

New Recycling Bins: The recycling bin adjacent to the bus shelter is now in use and is emptied by SDC as
part of their normal refuse collection process. This bin is provided primarily for shop users and visitors.
Please do not use it for your personal rubbish which you should continue to recycle as normal.

Highways: A meeting was held with County Councillor Sue Williams which raised several issues with the
state of the roads within the parish and the main routes in and out of the villages. The infrastructure issue
on Toadsmoor Hill has been raised with GCC Highways and they have confirmed that the Council
Infrastructure Team has this listed as one of their key sites and is currently working on a long-term solution
to the drainage and subsidence issues. Highways have confirmed that Middle Hill in Eastcombe will not be
resurfaced in the near future, but other surface treatment options are being considered and repairs will be

carried out to any identified safety defects.

Emergency Vehicle Access: County Councillor Sue Williams has contacted the emergency services
regarding restricted access roads in the parish and will report back in due course. In addition, the PC has
now produced detailed maps of the 3 main villages showing where vehicle access is limited. These will be

made available to the appropriate authorities.

A Note on the Planning Process: All planning applications, including tree works, relevant to the parish
are sent to the Parish Council for their comment and support/objection. These are discussed at PC meetings
and comments and decision regarding support or objection are sent to SDC to be taken into account as part
of the decision-making process. Anyone can comment, support, or object to a planning application. Simply
visit the SDC website and enter your search criteria, e.g. postcode or location: www.stroud.gov.uk/
environment/planning-and-building-control/search-and-comment-on-planning-applications/

Next Meeting: Wednesday March 5% at 7.30pm, Bisley Village Hall. All are welcome to attend.

TASTY TAKEAWAYS
~« THE LAMB INN!

| Tel: 01452770223 try The Lamb Inn!

Did you know that The Lamb Inn,
Eastcombe, offers a takeaway service in
addition to its bar and restaurant menus?

Fish and chips, snacks, hot drinks, burgers and
basket meals are available to take away every

batter, is served with chips, home-made tartare
sauce and either peas or mushy peas.

So, next time you fancy a takeaway,

lr ]

Lamb lnn, [as{combo

Hot Chocolate £270
Cappucine £2.50
Americane £2.20

Latte £270
'n-ﬂuh lea

Fish & fhlpl £10.00
R«vgw & Fries £10.00
Baguetle & fries  £10,09

night except Sunday — all priced at £10 or less. ’\‘9 i
Of particular note is the gluten free fish and o @) 3'0
chips on offer — anyone who is coeliac or gluten i el meel uwar gy

free will know that GF fish and chips is a rare treat. [ —L Shacks

The fish, fresh and flaky and encased in crispy [ {ggg &

£8.00  Skinng Fries £4.00
ﬂrum&q (hlpl £4.00

0mnn Rlnl)t { q»w
Gavhc hmd “00

_ Tel: 0452 770 773

EASTCOMBE WI

January’s meeting saw members discussing the annual
Resolutions, to decide which cause the National
Federation should support. The GFWI newsletter was

theW

INSPIRING WOMEN

discussed with its varied classes, trips, holidays and monthly walks
to choose from.

Our speaker was Natalie Beswetherick, speaking about 'Getting
Involved in Research’. Through breast cancer, Natalie took part in
the NIHCR research scheme. She saw positive results, with new
treatment for the disease, which could have saved 8,000 women if
available earlier. She encourages everyone to take part if asked,
and to volunteer via ‘Our Future Health’ website, with a £10 reward
if you do. She was warmly thanked by Margery and the members.

Our Deputy President, Sue, welcomed us to February's meeting,
where business included a change of our charitable status,
fundraising and GFWI matters. Our speaker, Celia Hargrove, then
took us through her * 7ime as a Magistrate. Amongst other things,
Celia told us of taking the Oath, which she believes is the heart of
the service, to assess the evidence and dispense justice 'without
fear, favour, affection or ill will.” A very interesting, amusing and
sometimes moving talk. Celia was applauded and thanked by Sue.

A VERY SOCIAL
SLIDESHOW!

It was fantastic to see so
many people at the sl
Eastcombe and Bismore Local H|story
Social Spring Slideshow on 8th
February—thank you to all who
came out on a chilly, very early spring
day! It was great that many were
able to stay afterwards to enjoy a
cuppa and chat, too.

There will hopefully be another face
to face history group event before the
summer (follow the Eastcombe & Bis-

more Local History Group Facebook

page for updates).

Suggestions are welcome for future
local history topics to cover—and if
you have something that YOU would
like to talk about, please get in
touch!
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CHALFORD PARISH COUNCIL NEWS

Chalford Parish Centre, 50 Geralds Way, Chalford, GL6 8FJ; 01453 887204
info@chalford-glos.gov.uk www.chalford-glos.gov.uk. Facebook.

New Play Area at Bussage Pleasure Ground: Installation for this fabulous new play area commenced on
24" February and we are hoping to be all finished and ready to play by the end of March. This is a dedicated
enclosed play area with some new equipment for toddlers. The Parish Council are very grateful to Enovert
for their generous grant which has funded this project.

Investing in Allotments: The charity responsible for parish allotment sites are always keen to re-invest
any profit generated from allotment rents back into the sites. This March we are installing two additional
water troughs at the houses end of Middle Hill Allotments to ensure all plot holders have easy access to
water. We are also starting to replace plot identifiers across all three sites with taller numbered posts to
ensure all plots are clearly numbered.

More work near the kissing gate in Dimmel’s Dale: In November, the Footpath Volunteers repaired the
banks of the stream in Dimmel’s Dale near the kissing gate to prevent the path flooding. Now, we've taken
the next step and, with the encouragement of the Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust Manager for the Dimmel’s
Dale reserve, we've topped the path with type 1 stone to raise the level and smooth the surface. The work
involved a team of eight volunteers barrowing two tonnes of stone from Coppice Hill and across the stream
to where it was needed — warming work on a cold but sunny day!

Road Safety at Fourways: The vehicle activated sign has been deployed at this known trouble spot (and
horrifyingly has logged 2269 cars speeding in one week) to gather data to support our letter to County
Councillor Chloe Turner requesting a Traffic Regulation Order. The Parish Council hope to improve safety at
this dangerous crossroads.

Chalford

Parish Council

EASTCOMBE PRIMARY SCHOOL

It's been a busy half term! Below are just some of the activities the
children have been doing:

Squirrel Class started a new science topic by naming the body parts
associated with our 5 senses. They described what we could:

* SEE: playing eye spy

* HEAR: listening to music

* TASTE: eating skittles

* FEEL: touching different objects under a cloth

* SMELL: smelling pots filled with different things

In Art, Owl Class have been creating their own elastic band sketch books, using them
to explore ‘brave colour’. They looked at the work of artists Yinka Iloria and Morag My-
erscough and used their work as inspiration to create their own colourful works of art.

Hedgehog Class have had gymnastics lessons with Thomas Keble’s Head of PE, Mr : :
Price. Working in pairs, the children performed short routines, which included rolls and jumps, before
finishing with a running jump onto a trampette. They really enjoyed the lessons and did brilliantly.

A group of 11 KS2 children took part in the annual cross-country event at Thomas Keble School. Conditions
were challenging and the children were up against a host of other local schools, but our team ran brilliantly,
showing determination, stacks of enthusiasm and giving maximum effort. They also supported, cheered and
encouraged one another throughout the event. A huge well done to all of the children!!

On April 6th, Mr King and Mrs Fowles are doing something very special—running a marathon by completing
laps of the village of Eastcombe to raise much-needed funds for the school. This will be supported by our
ESA and further details will be published in due course. If you can, please support Mr King and Mrs Fowles.
Every mile and every pound raised counts! Visit www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/nicola-fowles-2...

CAN You
HELP? L P
Local author ,;‘;:::::::L;:zihe
Brason is = Meat & Vegetarian options available ; ::: 3.'&'3?.:32 ?::?d:
Seeklng 2nd - — yvhen it is summer
hand copies of her paperback Baturday March 29th _ plneliora and -
The Bamboo Bracelet, which is fram Gam 3 S S
now out of print. - Charles Dickens, -
Merilyn is happy to pay the .) o ol
original price of £12.99 for a el
copy.
If you can help, please contact CSSC £9 per person
Merilyn on 07707 671568. curordspors | Unlimited tea & coffee
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DISTRICT COUNCIL NEWS

The Council Plan and Budget for 2025-29 has 5
priorities: Climate, Environment and Nature,
Communities and Wellbeing, Local Economy,
Housin? and Working for our Communities.
Actions for which the ‘25-'26 budget allocates new
funding include an assessment of potential
contaminated land sites in the district and
identification of resources to deal with them; an air
quality strategy, with funding for a new officer and
purchase of four particulate monitors; a new private
sector housing officer to support private tenants and
work with landlords to improve rental conditions; new
and replacement CCTV cameras to deter anti-social
behaviour; a flood prevention and response
framework; a long-term Play Strategy and investment
plan to support the development and repurposing of
play areas where need is greatest; two permanent
positions in the Climate Change and Sustainability
team; funding to look at council-owned sites for
renewable energy generation, including the possibility
of solar canopies on car parks; and funding for a new
Senior Planning Enforcement Officer. SDC's portion of
the council tax bill will increase by 2.99%, raising
Band D by £7.06 (c.13p per week) to £243.08 a year.

Help for home energy efficiency: Make your home
warmer and save on fuel bills, with insulation, new
doors or windows, solar panels or a heat pump to re-
place gas or oil. For those on low incomes (below
£36,000) Stroud District Council recommendsthese
schemes, which offer free or subsidised home energy
improvements:

« Warm and Well help with managing fuel debt
and large energy bills; accessing emergency credit
and grant funding for efficiency improvements;
home visits to understand how you use energy at
home, and how to reduce it. Call 0800 500 3076 or
visit https://warmandwell.co.uk/advocates/.

o The Great British Energy Scheme is a

Government scheme to insulate your home.

Qualification depends on income and council tax band.

See www.gov.uk/apply-great-british-insulation-scheme

or call 0800 098 7950.

For those who do not qualify for the above, SDC is
collaborating with energy advisors Furbnow: get
expert advice on home energy improvements including
insulation, solar panels, heat pumps, new windows;
access to a network of trusted contractors and
suppliers; and support throughout the retrofit process
from experts. Visit: https://furbnow.com.

As always, please contact me about any
district council matters: Martin Brown,
cllr.martin.brown@stroud.gov.uk &
01452 770878.

HILLTOP GARDENING CLUB ¥ =i

www.hilltopgardening club.org.uk Zﬂ«

Our AGM on Tuesday 4" February passed unevent-
fully, the necessary business being swiftly complet-
ed. We were then free to enjoy a presentation on
Tresco Abbey Gardens in the Isles of Scilly, given
by Jane Calvert, assisted by Janet Hendy. Jane’s
photos of blue skies and colourful exotic plants
were just what we needed to forget for a little
while the cold, grey February weather! Jane’s talk
and photographs put Tresco on the must visit list.

As the days lengthen and temperatures rise, we
leave our winter meeting arrangements behind —
so our March meeting is in the evening. It will take
place in Eastcombe Village Hall on Tuesday 4™
March, at 7.15pm. I am pleased to say that our
speaker is the distinguished garden historian and
author Vanessa Berridge. She launched the
magazine 7he English Garden in 1997 and has
written several books on gardening topics. Her
book on Kiftsgate Court Gardens won the 2019
Garden Media Guild's Garden Book of the Year.

As well as writing, Vanessa is organiser for the
National Garden Scheme in Gloucestershire, so it is
appropriate that the title of her talk is ‘The National
Garden Scheme — the Gardens of Gloucestershire’.
Members and non-members welcome — we ask non
-members to contribute £3 on the door.

Dawn Walmsley

** cence and will be consulting and advising on the .

Please contact Hilltopfilmclub25@agmail.com to *

Eastcombe Village Hall

INTERESTED IN LOCAL HISTORY?

Join the Eastcombe & Bismore Local
History Group on Facebook.

Chocolat tells the story of Vianne

small chocolaterie. Soon, she and her chocolate -
% influence the lives of the French townspeople in ’

" GUESTS: £5, MEMBERS: COMPLIMENTARY

HILLTOP FILM CLUB

The Hilltop Film Club is now up -
and running. We have our public viewing li-

choice of future films in the near future.

Make a special note for your diaries of
Saturday July 26", when we will be staging
Eastcombe's first ‘Movie on the Lawn’ at the
Lamb Inn (thanks to Sarah Grundy).

There has been an encouraging take up of

membership of the Film Club but additional

members are very welcome and will help in
shaping this exciting community venture.

receive membership details.

CHOCOLAT

Saturday 22nd March
7.30pm

Based on the novel by the
English author Joanne Harris,

Rocher, played by Juliette
B|noche who arrives in a ﬁctlonal French
village at the beginning of Lent with her six-
year-old daughter, Anouk and opens a

different and interesting ways.

ICES: £3
ALL WELCOME'

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\
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Eastcombe Baptist Chapel St Michael’s = All Angels, Bussage

A service is held on Sunday mornings, at 10:30am at Visitors are always welcome. Services this
the chapel in Dr Crouch’s Road, Eastcombe. month are:
o March 9: Holy Communion, 9.30am
EASTCOMBE VILLAGE GROUP (EVG) « March 16: Morning Prayer, 9.30am
Spring Celebration — Wednesday 23 April: We are « March 16: Cafe Church, Eastcombe
delighted to announce a combined St George’s Day and Village Hall, 2.30pm (see poster on P 8)
Shl?léespe%re’s bilrthdaly ﬁi?ner at 'Ejhe LaFnb Inn. There o March 23": Holy Communion, 9.30am
will be traditional English fare, readings from . th, : -
Shakespeare, patriotic music and traditional old English y:;f;:l?&ohM: gbearm g Sunday - Holy
pub games such as shove ha’penny, marble alley and r = o
table skittles. Tickets, £22 each, will be available from On the other Sundays there are services in
the Lamb Inn from Monday 31 March, first come, first different parts of the Benefice.
served. Look out for posters and details nearer the time. See www.bisleybenefice.org.uk or join our mail-
The Eastcombe Fun Quiz on 1st February was most ing list: pewslipsbisley@hotmail.com.
enjoyable and raised £250 for our funds. Thanks to Scott For weddings, funerals & baptisms, contact
and Chris Sissons for organising and to Helen Watkinson Revd. Sue Murr'ay: vicar@bisleybenefice.orq.uk
and her team for a delicious ploughman’s supper.
SAVE THE DATE:
o VE Day — Thursday 8 May at 8.30pm: We will be NIESVTECI:'IE (?REI'FI’ IEIE.IEIC"IFS-IIJ\?NRgEL
joining a nationwide ‘Candles for Peace’ event at sun- U
set, meeting on Eastcombe Green to remember those Notice is given that under the Church
who died in the 2nd World War, to thank all those who | Representation Rules a new Church Electoral
contributed to the victory in Europe, and to pray for Roll is being prepared. Every person who
peace throughout the world. We will light candles wishes to have his or her name entered on the
around the Millennium Wheel. More details later. new Roll, whether it is entered on the present
o Wine Walk — Sunday 3 August: This is our most Roll or not, is requested to apply for enrolment
popular event, so please save the date. We now have not later than Sunday April 13th.

5 hosts for this year’s walk—thanks to those who have The new Roll will take effect on Sunday April
offered. More details nearer the date. 20th. It will be published by the Parochial
Next Meeting: Monday 31 March, 7.30pm, Church Council on, or near to, the principal door
Eastcombe Village Hall annex. All are welcome to of the Parish Church for inspection for at least
share their ideas and views. 14 days and a copy of the Roll will be available

Peter Scott: peterhscott@btinternet.com for inspection on a reasonable request being
made to the Council.

To join the EVG mailing list, email csissons52@gmail.com . .
. For more information, or a form to complete,
Follow Eastcombe Village Group on Facebook. please email secretarybe@bisleybenefice.org.uk

CcoULD YOU HELP? HESME
START

Homestart, a local charity, will be RT
Wh at,s the beSt running a new volunteer trainin Stroud ang
coursrtle, starting on 'I'Ihurgs%%y 6" Gloucester
March, term time only, 9.30am-
month Of the yea r 2.30pm @ The Friendship Café, Gloucester.
We rely on our wonderful trained volunteers to
tO hOSt a pa Fa d E? provide support for families with young children

in our communities. Volunteers offer the gift of
time when it's needed most.

Please visit our website www.homestartsd.org for

M arc h more details and to apply, or call the office for a
. friendly chat on 01453 297470. Emails are also

welcomed—contact Enquiries@homestartsd.org.

SHOULD EASTCOMBE HAVE A VILLAGE WEBSITE?

A website could host information about the village and its events and activities, with links _gm
to local groups and businesses. »

Bisley, Oakridge and Chalford Hill all have websites.

Any website would have to be planned, created and developed.
Importantly, it would also have to be kept up to date.

‘ A draft website can be viewed at www.jamesc5701h.wixsite.com/eastcombevillage

If you are interested, or have useful skills or experience, we’d love to hear from you.
Please contact peterhscott@btinternet.com or eastcombenewsletter@btinternet.com.
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CAROL'S COOKERY CORNER: :
PLUM & CINNAMON CRISP Bisley Market

Breakfast Rolls, Refreshments, cakes,

This is a variation on a crumble, simple to make and raffle, local produce & Selection of gifts
delicious. Plums are still available in the shops, or Pre- J i
nectarines or apples could be substituted (or you’could b Lo

use a mixture of all three!). event
Serves 6. Cook at 180°C fan/gas mark 4. Use a medium 23" March 2025

ovenproof dish (mine was 11 x 7 inches, & 2 inches deep)

INGREDIENTS:

e 350g ripe plums, halved and
de-stoned.

Doors Open 10.30am to 1. 30Pm

at the

WI Village Hall, Bisley 6L6 7ax

FREE ENTRY - FREE PARKING

» 350g mixed frozen berries, thawed. e e aioh s
arfrie in aia o riTis ear ounaation
: f(z)g s?gillé)(rjoc\;\;r;ssugar PLEASE SUPPORT LOCAL SMALL BUSINESS!
N 30ggground almonds "o “‘ . Additklmal parkinghatIBisley
e 50g pecan nuts, chopped & eaieckiiogiors
e 1/2 teaspoon ground cinnamon -
« 50g melted butter “Make it”
» 3 tablespoons golden syrup
Craft & Chat Group

METHOD: Free to attend
1. Heat the oven to 180°C fan/gas mark 4. Wednesday 10am - 12.30pm
2. Put the plums and berries into the dish and stir to mix. M i e o .
3. For the topping, put the oats, almonds, cinnamon and pecans into a Informal craft group - bring along

bowl. your own craft or learn from
4. Add the melted butter, brown sugar and maple syrup. Stir to members of the group A0SR

Combme' Tea / Coffee / Hot Chocolate a\@

from the club &

5. Scatter the topping over the fruit, lightly covering it.
6. Bake for 40 minutes. Check that the plums are cooked.
7. Serve with custard, cream or Greek yogurt. st

Cakes & More sweet treats

SUNSHINE FLOWERS...

March and April may not bring endless sunny

days but they will bring daffodils, which lift m LET YOUR

the spirits whatever the weather! GARDEN
Daffodils originate from Spain and Portugal SLEE

and were originally brought to the UK by the PIN
Romans who planted them in memory of their loved ones and Wait to tidy up your
comrades fallen in battle. garden for Spring until
Their botanical name is Narcissus, named after a young man from we have a week of temps
Greek mythology who was known for his beauty and fell in love with above about 12 degrees.
his own reflection. Nodding daffodils are said to represent Narcissus This year's pollinators

bending over to see his reflection in a pool of water. The name also
links to the Greek ‘narco’ as in ‘narcotic” which probably relates to the
fact that all parts of the plant are poisonous.

Gloucestershire is known for fields of native daffodils (its county

flower) which used to be picked in the ‘Golden Triangle’ near Newent

and loaded onto trains to London and Birmingham to be sold each

spring. This year is the 50" anniversary of the season and it’s well

worth a visit to see meadows of these beautiful flowers. The

villages of Dymock, Kempley and Oxenhall

all organise daffodil weekends during

#8 March, including guided walks and teas.

W There is even a dedicated walk called

#:+ ‘The Daffodil Way’ which has its own app
{ to help you explore the area.

8 More locally, there are fine displays of “.-The winter is past;
- | daffodils at Painswick’s Rococo Garden The rain isover and gone.
s (pICtured |eft) and nghn?m COUI‘t which ]The flowers appearion the earth
- . A is open for the NGS on 6™ April. /The tiffhe ofsmgmg has Comes
,. RococofBardens The Eastcombe Gardener SR 2 R SN
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are still sleeping in your
plant stems and leaves o
until then.




EASTCOMBE BAPTIST CHAPEL CLOCK

Ever wondered how Eastcombe’s iconic clock works? David
Duval, for many years clock keeper, shares a few technical
details about the clock’s mechanism—and how to maintain it...

Residents of Eastcombe and the surrounding area will be familiar with the
slightly clangy, slightly hurried strike of the Baptist Chapel clock, and its
sometimes rather erratic timekeeping. But how many stop to wonder what is
behind the face?

Is it electric? Is it mechanical? Perhaps it’s just like the old grandfather clock ==
in the hall? 100 years ago, the last guess would have been about right, with 2 big
weights on wire cables needing to be wound up by hand from organ floor level to
clock level once a week. The clock keeper had to climb a rickety old ladder behind
the organ into the roof and then squeeze along a very narrow floorboard to get
behind the clock, fit a crank handle onto each weight drum in turn and wind the
heavy weights from the bottom of wooden guide tubes up to just below the clock
frame. It was difficult and strenuous, and not for the faint-hearted.

With the arrival of electricity, the possibility of electrical winding presented itself, ’

and some time in the mid-1900s — I never discovered exactly when — some ingenious person designed an
automatic electrically powered winding system incorporating, of all things, a Sturmey-Archer 3 speed gear
hub from a then state-of-the-art bicycle. One system is fitted to the time-keeping side of the clock and a
second one to the striking side. The original weight drum is replaced by the gear hub, the cable attached to
the hub through one of the spoke holes around the hub rim. The hub is driven to wind up the weight by an
electric motor, which in turn is controlled by a rotary on-off switch to switch it off when the weight reaches
the top. The motor is switched on by a micro-switch attached to the striking mechanism such that the strike
mechanism always rewinds itself at about 5 minutes to the hour. For some strange reason, the time-keeping
automatic winding system is controlled by the same micro switch, although in this case, the system only
rewinds when the weight is near the bottom of its run. So, if the electricity supply is interrupted for some
reason, the clock will probably not strike, but it should keep running for at least a few hours until the supply
is restored. If the power outage is prolonged, the clock will also stop and it then has to be manually
restarted and reset to the correct time once power is restored.

Happily, at Eastcombe Baptist Chapel, the old ladder is replaced by a modern one with a safety cage, but
access to the clock mechanism remains just as difficult, so spare a thought for the clock keeper next time the
power fails. He may well have to perform some gymnastic feats to give you back your familiar clangy strike!

With grateful thanks to David Duval

The Lunch Club

gJJHJJDEJJHJJHJJJJHJJHJJJ?J?JJJ?JJJ?JJJJHJJHJJ

a3 Text to book your place and for admission : ;
3 charges: Anna: 07731 777 597 Secure your booking contact Ali Brady
9

RARRRRRRRRARRARARRRRRRRZRRRRRGE | 7 882948;’ ‘"f:?:::“dssc@gma"-com
arc
Lunch April 1st %

onthe Please d[ln t ﬁiﬁgtrz CSSC

y THE BUSSAGE BOP L® 3
3 Ladies, come and dance to your old ' 75 | Everyoneis welcome at TLC, with a special
)4 favourite 60s/70s hits at "* 'L, 3 invitation to those affected by dementia
J: ﬁj Bussage Vi||age Hall )Lg &3 Join us for a friendly and welcoming lunch at
d ¢ Chalford Sports & Social Club.
& ) 7.30-9.30pm. ) The first Tuesda
y of the month.
4 7 Bring your own drinks and nibbles. L) 12 noon for lunch served at 12.30
% NEXT BOP: THURSDAY MARCH 6TH & 2 course homemade lunch, just £7
d g Refreshments available from the bar
7]
LF)

Chalford Sports

Hill 0ur 8 & Social Club
t"m y Advance Notice of
o™ || pedge from events in April &
2nd Friday of every month s u rda M ay...
12 noon for 12.30pm, followed by quiz a . Eastcombe Celebration
2 courses, £8 per head (cash only) ] M a rc Din ner: 23 |‘d Apl‘il 7

The Lamb Inn

. Eastcombe Gnome
Hunt, 17th & 18th
May, 1-4pm

Please call Monica Ridge on 07941 036194 or
01453 883271 at least one week beforehand
to book a place.

(Transport can be arranged if necessary) \ /

We look forward to seeing you!




VILLAGE HISTORIES... PARISHES: ECCLESIASTICAL AND CIVIL...

The word 'parish' has been in our language since before the Norman
Conquest, the early Christian church having divided the country into huge
dioceses that were subdivided into lesser administrative areas, the
smallest of which were ecclesiastical parishes. The ecclesiastical parish of
Bisley extended from above Througham to the Frome at Chalford, and
from Slad to the Daneway, near Frampton Mansell.

Income was raised for the Church of England from an ancient right to

exact a tenth, or a tithe, from all earnings and land holdings. Detailed oy 4,
tithe maps, showing apportionments with unique numbers, were drawn of | /.
each parish, including the helpful 1995 version of the 1842 map for Bisley | / ~= "
parish, drawn by Geoff Gwatkin of Ross on Wye (right).

In mediaeval times, the manor was the unit of local
government. If you look towards Lypiatt, manors
are strung out along the springline below the ridge. To the right, Lypiatt Park, formerly
known as Upper or Over Lypiatt, and, to the left, Nether (formerly Lower) Lypiatt. Be-
tween the two are Ferris Court and Middle Lypiatt and their attendant farms. Much of
the local land and properties belonged to the lord of the manor.

— During the 19th century a great many changes were made. In the 1890s (Chalford
Lypiatt Park became a parish in 1894), our present system of local government began, with a
hierarchy descending from the county council, through district and town to the parish council — with no
connection to the Church. These civil parishes generally were much smaller than the ecclesiastical parishes.

Eastcombe is part of Bisley-with-Lypiatt Parish Council, while residents of Bussage and Brownshill come un-
der Chalford. Bisley-with-Lypiatt Parish is made up of 3 wards — Bisley (which includes the hamlet of Lypi-
att), Eastcombe and Oakridge, each voting in 4 parish councillors (if enough people volunteer for this unpaid
work). Chalford Parish Council has 3 wards: Bussage, Hill and Valley. Parish councillors share local
responsibilities among themselves, including planning applications, grass cutting, road gritting, playgrounds
and allotments, although a parish council budget is often small. Nevertheless, community-minded individuals
still volunteer to duty, serving their community to the best of their ability, some for many years. Noted long
standing members of Bisley-with-Lypiatt Parish Council include Jack Andrews, Clerk to the council for 40
years, and Bob Brooks, who served as Eastcombe councillor for 27 years. We are grateful for their service.

With thanks to Muriel Brooks
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Part of the 1842 T|the Map
of Bisley Parish

Patient THE HILLTOP HEDGEHOGS ARE WAKING UP
garticipation NEW FROM THEIR WINTER HIBERNATION...
TOou
¥ i PLEASE DRIVE
PPG Walks o v CAREFULLY! X
Recovering from an iliness? 8
Just need to ge.l u7ul and
o same exerc HILLTOP CAFE CHURCH
Enjoy the company of others?
Christian Worship for those of
PPG Health Walks all faiths and none.
Recommencing on the
r1hze/rg:'/‘zetr)rzs and every week : su“day 1 6‘l’h Mar
At 10:00am from Frithwood y 2 30pm WHAT'S ON - MARCH?
Surgery. e In -
ey EASTCOMBE VILLAGE HALL 2 March: Chalford Market. CSSC. 10-1
archn: alror arket, " -1pm
'.L#"p”ai'yeéﬁﬂﬁﬁ.‘é‘iﬁf:?ﬁﬁe e THE PAk'l‘slgvooiuuruTsoonD?sus?t'grcom( 4 March: CSSC Lunch Club (see Page 7
welcome. che o b for details & booking)

5 I\Illarcl'lnl: Bisleyl-lwith?;éypiatt PC meeting,
! Bisley Village Hall, 7.30pm

NAM E THAT VIEW Now exPanded to 6 March: Bussage Bop, 7.30pm, Bussage

the W|der local area... Village Hall

February’s photo was of 12 March: Frithwood PPG Health Walk,

10am, Frithwood Surgery
Hal“%%ﬁégp&?;tgal\:m n 16 March: Hilltop Café Church, 2.30pm,

Eastcombe Village Hall
Laver’1der Bakepouse._ 22 March: Hilltop Film Club, Eastcombe
March’s photo is again Village Hall, 7:30pm

taken somewhere in the | |23 March: Bisley Market, 10.30am-

local area. 1.30pm, WI Village Hall, Bisley
Can you identify its 17 MARCH: DEADLINE FOR APRIL
location? NEWSLETTER
i The answer will be revealed | |29 March: Big Breakfast, CSSC, 9am
in the April issue. 30 March: Clocks go forward
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