
  

To receive a FREE digital copy of the newsletter every month, please contact  
eastcombebandbnews@gmail.com.  Printed copies, 60p each, are available from Eastcombe Stores, 

Frith Community Café & Chalford Parish Centre.   
 

Please send items for the March newsletter to eastcombenewsletter@btinternet.com  
by NOON on 17th February.   

 

FREE Digitally! 
60p 

FOLLOW US 
ON FACEBOOK 

 

           PUDNEY PIE 
            CAFÉ 

 

                OPENING 
                HOURS 

 

Monday—Wednesday: 10-3  
Thursday & Friday: 9-5  

Saturday 9-3  
Sunday 11-3 (drinks & cake) 

  

Follow the café’s Facebook 
page for updates: Pudney 

Pie Café, Chalford Hill 

BUS SHELTER/BOOK 
SWAP BRUSH UP! 

 

‘Twas the week before  
Christmas… 

 

Resigned to the fact that no council 
gutter cleaner would be likely to  
venture into Eastcombe, Pam and Sue 
met at the bus shelter book swap to 
clear the accumulated leaf and twig 
litter on the pavement and gutter,  
piling it into two wheelbarrows. 
 

Eastcombe is lucky to have a fantastic shop/Post 
Office, the hairdresser ‘Head First,’ two wonderful 
schools and the amazing Lamb Inn, where Sarah 
makes everyone feel welcome with regular music, 
Wednesday morning coffee and various singing 
and folk music sessions.  And what would we do 
without the book swap maintained by Chris 
James, where we can exchange books for free? 
 

If you would like to help keep the village tidy and 
attractive, perhaps by taking part in a quarterly litter pick or by planting 
bulbs, please contact Pam Perry (07974 57526) or Sue Wise (07821 
806724) and we’ll let you know when we are planning our next activity. 

THANKS, CHRIS! 
 

Thank you to Eastcombe artist Chris James for his 
sterling work in rebuilding and restoring the bench 

on Eastcombe Green. 
 

The bench was recently vandalised and left in 
pieces. Hopefully the perpetrators will be  

thoroughly ashamed of themselves and will try to find more positive 
ways to act in the future in our friendly community.   

COMMUNITY SPIRIT in EASTCOMBE... 

             SHOULD EASTCOMBE HAVE A VILLAGE WEBSITE? 
 

A village website could host information about the village, its events and activities and where to 
go for help, with links to the Parish Council, local groups, Eastcombe Stores and The Lamb Inn. 

 

               Bisley, Oakridge and Chalford Hill all have websites. 
 

                 If we are to have a website, we would need help to plan, create and develop it.  
           Importantly, it would also have to be kept up to date. 

 

                   If you are interested or have useful skills or experience, we’d love to hear from you. 
 

      A draft website can be viewed at www.jamesc57o1h.wixsite.com/eastcombevillage 
 

If you are interested or are able to help, please contact Peter Scott: peterhscott@btinternet.com  
or the newsletter: eastcombenewsletter@btinternet.com. 

 

  *MORE DETAILS ON  
PAGE 6* 
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BISLEY-WITH-LYPIATT PARISH COUNCIL NEWS www.bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk/ 
Contact the Clerk: admin@bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk  
 

Winter Weather and Drains: The recent cold snap has caused a few issues with snow and ice and 
blocked drains. In particular the lane down to Bismore was severely affected by a blocked drain outside 
Crows Nest. The Parish Council have continually reported this issue to GCC Highways and work to remove 
the blockage is underway. Hopefully a permanent solution will be implemented by GCC in the near future. If 
you are aware of any other problems with blocked drains etc, please use Fix My Street on the GCC website 
to report.  
 

Please continue to use the grit sparingly during the cold weather. There is no guarantee that the bins will be 
replenished before next winter. 
 

The Precept for 2024/25: Why has the Parish Council Precept increased by so much this year? 
You will see from your Council Tax Bill that the amount of money allocated to Bisley-with-Lypiatt Parish 
Council will increase in the Financial Year 2025/26 by 37.5%.  An increase of this size was not an easy  
decision to make.  You deserve an explanation as to how it has come about. 
The biggest increase in the Parish Council Precept in recent years was in April 2019, when the amount added 
to your Council Tax Bill rose by 10.39%.  Since then, the Parish Council has deliberately restricted the rise in 
the cost of the annual Precept by diverting cash from its reserves to cover unforeseen expenditure.  This was 
considered extremely important especially during the Covid pandemic.   
Initially this policy was very successful; in the 4 subsequent years up to April 2023 the Precept rose by only 
1.54%.  The downside was that the Council’s reserves were steadily depleting. Then in the current Financial 
Year (2024/25) we faced unexpected bills of nearly £23,000, many of them related to essential repairs and 
upgrades to building assets we own which must be undertaken urgently for them to remain in use.  As a  
result, our reserves are now slightly below the legally required minimum and we can no longer rely on them 
to offset the impact of higher bills on our budget. 
As part of this year’s budget-setting process we have identified savings of almost £17,000 by cancelling or 
delaying planned expenditure.  One of the delayed items is the purchase of automatic speed cameras for 
Bisley, Eastcombe and Oakridge, which we have put back until at least next year.  We have also dramatically 
scaled back the rolling programme of dry-stone wall repairs across the Parish.  
As a result of these savings, our budget for this year has risen only by £5000 over last year.  What’s missing 
this year is the sum of £28,000 that our Clerk succeeded last year in claiming back in VAT refunds and  
Feed-In Tariff payments for previous years.  This leaves us a shortfall in income of £33,000 which we have 
no choice but to add to our Precept for the next Financial Year.  This will enable us to maintain the other 
services across the Parish that are our responsibility. 
 

Bench on Eastcombe Green:  Many thanks to Chris James who repaired the bench on the village green 
that was vandalised on Christmas Eve. 
 

Jean Russell: The Parish Council was saddened to learn of the death of Jean Russell, a long term resident 
of Eastcombe and one time Chair of the Parish Council. The PC extends its sympathy to Jean’s family. 
 

Next Meeting: Wednesday February 5th, 7.30pm at Bisley Village Hall. All are welcome to attend. 

EASTCOMBE WI 
 

Our November Meeting consisted mainly of the AGM. Our committee was settled with mostly last year's 
members remaining but we were sad that our Secretary decided to retire. The tributes for Glenys were warm 
and we are happy she will be able to enjoy our meetings without the work. We have now joint Secretaries, 
two fairly new members, and we are very glad they have taken the reins.  
 

The Treasurer, Secretary and President gave their reports. We also heard from Olive about our year long  
collection of change for the benefit of hospital patients, and from Jean about the wonderful amounts of  
knitting done for premature babies in Bristol. 
 

In December, our Christmas Party was held in Eastcombe Village Hall.  Anne's catering was fully enjoyed, 
along with the mulled wine. We were entertained by Dave and 
Cheryl Shears and a light hearted quiz.  
 

We are looking forward to our 2025 Meetings.  Happy New Year. 
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BUSSAGE PRIMARY SCHOOL  
 

The New Year is synonymous with traditions and at Bussage C of E we are 
no different, with one of our favourite traditions kicking off the year, the 
National Oracy Competition!  So many children, from Year One to Year Six, 
all put themselves forward to speak about any subject close to their 
hearts.  Furthermore, they voluntarily tasked themselves this whilst off 
over the Christmas break! No mean feat, I think you’d agree!  Each class 
whittled down their entries and the two chosen pupils, from each  
class, will now give their speeches to the whole school and judging panel 
of eagle eared Governors.  It’s so great to see so many children push 
themselves outside of their comfort zones and take on the often-daunting task of speaking in public. 
 

Not to be outdone, our Rainbows have started their “Bear Necessities” theme and spent some time in  
Frith Wood on a Bear Hunt. What a beautiful day!  The children found lots of different bear photos and facts, 
hidden in the woods and they even found a bear in a tree that wanted to come and play in our  
classroom. They weren’t scared!  Great work Rainbows! 

EASTCOMBE PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 

We have a thriving Wrap Around Care programme at Eastcombe Primary School,  
including a Breakfast Club (7.45am to 8.45am) and After School Club (3.15pm to 
5.15pm).  For more info please contact us on 01452 770227 or  
admin@eastcombe.gloucs.sch.uk.  Some of the fun activities include baking cakes 
and decorating biscuits – making pizzas was a big hit, too - playing card and board 
games, completing jigsaws, playing games outside, creating structures out of lego 
and making fantastic crafts.   A few places are still available – please give us a call. 
 

Recently Squirrel Class have been learning about using devices to take photographs. 
They have learnt what makes a good photograph and they know they should make 
sure their subject is in the middle of the photograph and is not blurred. They have 
learnt the difference between landscape and portrait and that we should always ask 
permission from someone before taking their photograph. 
 

Owl Class in their Science lessons have been learning about the  
refraction of light. They shone torch light through prisms to refract 
light and create rainbows of colour. 
 

Hedgehog Class really enjoyed designing and making slingshot cars in 
their D & T Mechanical Systems lesson. They thought about air  
resistance before designing their own nets and then finished off by 
spending time personalising their car designs.  We have some  
budding engineers and designers in the class!  

CHALFORD PARISH COUNCIL NEWS  
Chalford Parish Centre, 50 Geralds Way, Chalford, GL6 8FJ; 01453 887204  
info@chalford-glos.gov.uk   www.chalford-glos.gov.uk.  Facebook. 
 

Easier access to Blackness Banks Nature Reserve: Your Footpath Volunteers 
have been making it easier to get into the Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust’s Blackness 
Banks Nature Reserve. We’ve installed a pedestrian gate, so now you can enter the 
reserve from Blackness without having to climb over a stile. The photo was taken on 
9th January after the first of two weeks work on the gate. The gate was installed with 
the approval of the GWT, and the support of GCC Public Rights of Way, who supplied 
the gate at half price as part of their accessibility programme. 
 

Playing Field Signage: You will notice that we have designed and installed some great new signage in all 
of our Pleasure Grounds. This is not just to be more aesthetically pleasing, but also to standardise our  
signage across all three sites and make them easier to read and understand. 
 

Bench Location: The blue bench by the Frithwood Surgery has been moved closer to the surgery. We  
received feedback from our parishioners that having seating closer would make life much easier for people 
waiting for someone visiting the doctor and it would also move the seat further from the rubbish bin and  
associated odours. The new position also affords a slightly better view across the car park rather than the 
immediate side of a vehicle.  
 

Fourways Crossroads:  Following the horrible accident at these crossroads late last year, Chalford Parish 
Council are trying to collate a historic record of all incidents that have happened here. Please contact us if 
you can provide us with information about any incidents you are aware of, however small and whether it 
was officially reported at the time or not. 
 

Sad News: We are very sorry to report the death of one of our former Councillors, Mr David Wood,  
following a short illness. David Wood was a highly respected, active, dedicated and committed Parish  
Councillor for over 20 years, holding key positions within the Parish Council. His knowledge of our area and 
professional background was a great asset to our community. He will be greatly missed by us all. 
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HILLTOP GARDENING 
CLUB   

www.hilltopgardening club.org.uk    
 

 

We in the Hilltop Gardening Club enjoyed our annual 
New Year lunch at The Clothiers Arms in Stroud on 7th 
January 2025. Members were not put off by the frosty 
weather, and the occasion provided a welcome  
opportunity to socialise.   
 

Our next meeting is our short AGM followed by a talk by 
one of our members on The Tresco Gardens, in the Isles 
of Scilly. This will take place at 1.30pm for 1.45pm on 
Tuesday 4th February, in Eastcombe Scout and Guide 
Headquarters. 
 

In March we consider winter to be over (perhaps  
optimistically!) and our meetings switch to the evenings 
and the venue changes to Eastcombe Village Hall.  
 

Our first “spring” meeting in the Village Hall is on  
Tuesday 4th March, at 7.15pm for 7.45pm. Our guest 
speaker will be the garden historian, author and 
Gloucestershire Organiser for The National Garden 
Scheme, Vanessa Berridge, who will talk about ‘The  
National Garden Scheme – Gardens of Gloucestershire’. 
Members and non-members are welcome – we ask that 
non-members make a contribution of £3 on the door.     

 

Dawn Walmsley   

DISTRICT COUNCIL NEWS 
 

Brimscombe Port: At the December meeting, 
Council agreed to buy commercial units in the 
new Brimscombe Port development from the  
developer. This will give the Council direct  
control of commercial/non-profit tenants, so 
helping determine the character of the Port.  
 

Clean Energy: It was also agreed to sign the 
UK 100 Charter for Collaboration, committing the 
council to support the delivery of clean energy 
alongside climate commitments. UK 100 is a  
national network of local authorities working to 
meet climate change goals. 
 

New Homes: The council has awarded a  
contract to build 44 new affordable homes on 
council-owned brownfield sites in Wotton-under-
Edge, Dursley and Cam, with funding  
from the Government’s Brownfield Land Release 
Fund and the Homes England Affordable Homes 
programme. All council housing costs, including  
building and maintenance, are separate from 
general council funds; by law there can be no 
subsidy of council housing from council tax. 
These new homes will be well insulated and built 
to high energy efficiency standards, with solar 
panels and air source heat pumps instead of gas 
boilers. Council Leader Catherine Braun said, 
‘Wouldn’t it be great if ALL new homes were built 
to the same high standards!’ 
 

Job Vacancies: Current vacancies at the council 
include two Community Warden positions and 
one for a Housing Officer. See the website for 
details: www.stroud.gov.uk/job-vacancies 
 

As always, please contact me about any  
district council matters: Martin Brown, 

cllr.martin.brown@stroud.gov.uk &  
01452 770878 

BOOK REVIEW... 
 

EREBUS: THE STORY OF 
A SHIP  

by Michael Palin 
 

This is a fascinating book that  
illustrates the courage and  
bravery of explorers who ventured 
into both the South Polar regions 
and the North nearly 200 years ago, specifically 
looking for the North West passage. At a time 
when the British Navy was held in the highest 
esteem, this feat of exploration sits comfortably 
next to modern day space activities. 
 

In the early years of Queen Victoria’s reign, HMS 
Erebus undertook two of the most ambitious  
naval expeditions of all time. 
 

On the first, she ventured further south than any 
ship had ever been. On the second, she went 
north and vanished with her 129-strong crew in 
the wastes of the Canadian Arctic. Her fate  
remained a mystery for over 160 years. Then in 
2014, she was found. This is her story. 
 

If this triggers your interest, it is worth visiting 
the Polar Worlds Gallery at the National Maritime 
Museum in Greenwich, an excellent day out for 
all the family. 

Gerry Moutrey 

EASTCOMBE CINEMA at 
Eastcombe Village Hall 

 

2025 has seen the launch of our own local  
community film club. Our first film was shown on  

Saturday 25th January and further popular film titles 
will be offered on the following dates: 

 

Saturday 22th February 
Saturday 22nd March 

Saturday 19th April 
Saturday 24th May 
Saturday 21st June 

 

The films will start at 7:30pm at Eastcombe Village 
Hall and, where available, will be shown with  

subtitles. Ice creams will be available in the interval. 
 

One of the conditions of our film licence is a  
restriction on the way we can advertise specific films. 

More information on the films to be shown will be 
provided at the film nights and using the  

community email distribution list.  
 

If you would like to join the list please contact 
eastcombescreenotgreen@gmail.com  

 

For this venture to be successful, we need 
local support. Please spread the word! 
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Eastcombe Baptist Chapel 
 

A service is held on Sunday mornings, at 10:30am at the 
chapel in Dr Crouch’s Road, Eastcombe. 

St Michael’s & All Angels, Bussage 
 

Visitors are always welcome. Services this 
month are: 
 

 Feb 9th: Holy Communion, 9.30am 
 Feb 16th: Morning Prayer, 9.30am 
 Feb 16th: Hilltop Cafe Church,  
 Eastcombe Village Hall, 2.30pm (see 

poster on Page 8)  
 Feb 23rd: Holy Communion, 9.30am 
 

On the other Sundays there are services in 
different parts of the Benefice.   

 

See www.bisleybenefice.org.uk or join our 
mailing list: pewslipsbisley@hotmail.com. 

 

For weddings, funerals & baptisms, contact 
Revd. Sue Murray:  

vicar@bisleybenefice.org.uk 
 
 

EASTCOMBE VILLAGE GROUP (EVG) 
 

At our meeting on Monday 13th January we discussed 
our plans for the coming year: 
 

Village Quiz on Saturday 1 February: 
This has proved to be very popular and 
we expect an entertaining evening with 
quiz master Scott Sissons, and a  
ploughman’s supper provided by Helen 
Watkinson and her team. Thanks to  
everyone who has helped make this a success. 
 

Spring Supper 2025 – The Lamb Inn: We are  
organising a village meal at the Lamb. The provisional 
date is St George’s Day, which is also Shakespeare’s 
birthday, on Wednesday 23rd April.  
 

VE Day – Thursday 8th May: We are planning to join a 
nationwide ‘Candles for Peace’ event at sunset at 8.30 
pm. We will meet on Eastcombe Green to remember 
those who died in the Second World War, to thank all 
those who contributed to the victory in Europe and to 
pray for peace throughout the world. We will light  
candles around the Millennium Wheel on the Green. More 
details later, please save the date. 
 

Wine Walk - Sunday 3rd August: This is our most 
popular event each year, so please save the date. We are 
looking for people in Eastcombe to host one of the 5  
venues/countries. If you would be happy to be a host, or 
would like to know more about hosting, please contact 
either Chris Sissons or me.  
 

Next Meeting: Monday 31st March, 7.30 pm,  
Eastcombe Village Hall Annex.  All are welcome to 
share their ideas. 
 
 

Peter Scott: peterhscott@btinternet.com  
 
 

To join the EVG mailing list, email csissons52@gmail.com    
 

Follow Eastcombe Village Group on Facebook. 
 

Frithwood Surgery Patient Participation Group (PPG) is fundraising again! 
Would you like to join our 100 Club Lottery draw—or make a donation?  
 

The group has recently provided funding for portable 6 lead ECGs at the surgery and 
blood pressure monitors for loaning to patients. It has also paid for two sessions of CPR 
and defibrillator training for members of our patient community. Our first aim in 2025 is 
to fund an electrically controlled examination couch to help our nurses, but we are also 
working on plans to provide other equipment and events during the year.  
 

The Frithwood Surgery PPG 100 Club Lottery is a quarterly fundraising draw through 
which contributors have the opportunity to win a cash prize. The size of the prize 
pot is determined by how many lottery members pay in to the club (for example, 
100 memberships = £300 quarterly prize pot).  
 

The first draw in 2025 will take place in March, so now is the perfect 
time to join.  Membership of the club lottery is £24 payable annually. You can 
purchase as many memberships as you like to increase your chances of winning, 
whilst helping the PPG to purchase vital medical equipment for the practice.  
 

To participate in the 100 Club Lottery Draw, or to make a donation, 
please scan the QR code or visit https://bit.ly/frithwoodfundraising 
where you will find all the payment details.  
 

Alternatively, sign up forms can be collected at the surgery.  Cash and cheques can be handed 
in there too (please include your name and details). Your help will provide our community with 
equipment and services that will benefit everyone. 
 

Many thanks for your support.     

Tim Crouch, PPG Chair 
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   CAROL’S COOKERY CORNER:  
 

SALMON AND TOMATO TRAY BAKE 
 

Tray bakes, when you cook all ingredients on the 
same tray, are simple and ideal for winter. This is 

one of my favourites.  
 

Serves 4. Use a large, shallow tray (mine was 250mm x 300mm). 
 

INGREDIENTS: 
 

 3 salmon fillets, skin removed 
and cut into pieces.  

 2 tablespoons olive oil 
 2 lemons, quartered.  
 700g potatoes, peeled and cut 

into 5cm chunks 
 2 garlic cloves, crushed 
 150g pitted black olives.  
 400g can peeled plums, chopped 
 2 medium onions, cut into wedges 
 1 teaspoon smoked paprika 
 Salt and pepper to season.  
 2 courgettes, thickly sliced and drizzled in olive oil 
 

METHOD: 
 

1. Pre-heat oven to 200º fan/gas mark 6. 
2. Place all ingredients onto the cooking tray except the        

courgettes and olives.  Drizzle with 2 tablespoons of olive oil 
and turn with a large spoon. 

3. Place on the middle shelf of the pre-heated oven. Cook for 40 
minutes, turning halfway through. 

4. Add the courgettes and the black olives. Cook for another 30-
40 minutes. Check that the potatoes are cooked through. The 
flavour of this dish improves with cooking.  

5. Serve with garlic bread to mop up the juices, if you wish.  

 

FANCY A FEW DAYS IN BRITTANY? 
 

If so, why not join us for our 
Twinning Group exchange visit? 

 

The coach will depart from Eastcombe early evening 
on Thursday 29 May and we cross the Channel from 
Portsmouth to Cherbourg on the overnight ferry. 
 

On the Friday, we take a leisurely drive to our destination in 
Plessala, a rural commune in mid-Brittany, stopping for breakfast, 
lunch and a spot of shopping en-route, arriving in Plessala at 
around 5pm, where we will be greeted by our hosts for the  
weekend. 
 

During our stay, we will be hosted completely free of charge 
by a local family and will enjoy time with them, as well as with the 
wider group, visiting local attractions.  There is also usually an 
evening ‘party’ of some kind. 
 

We depart early on the Monday morning to St Malo and are due 
back in Eastcombe soon after 9pm. 
 

The cost of travel will be no more than £150 per person (the more 
that come, the less this becomes) plus the cost of a cabin on the 
outward journey, if required. A £50 per person deposit will be  
required by the end of February 
 

Exchange visits have been taking place since 1993 and you are 
sure to receive a warm and friendly welcome. 
 

For more details about the trip, please contact: 
 

Paul Hunt 07814 621700 paulhunt284@gmail.com or 
John Hughes 07810 123511 mail@jmhughes.plus.net 

 

More details about the Twinning Association can be found at 
www.bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk/twinning-association. 

 

FEBRUARY FACTS!  
 

 The name February comes 
from the Roman purification festival 

of Februarius on February 15th. 
 The Anglo-Saxons called it 

‘solmonath’ (month of mud and wet 
sand).  

 February is the only month where it's 
possible to have no full moon. This is 

called a 'Black Moon' and occurs   
every 19 years. The last was 2018, 

the next will be in 2037!  
 The Romans believed even numbers 

were unlucky, so every month had 
29 or 31 days. Unfortunately, this 

meant one month had to be even, so 
they chose February as that's the 
month they honoured their dead.  

EASTCOMBE & BISMORE LOCAL 
HISTORY GROUP presents 

 

A SOCIAL SPRING 
SLIDESHOW! 

 

Join us at 2pm on Saturday 8th  
February at Eastcombe Village Hall for 

an afternoon of local history, with 
slideshows on the history of  

Eastcombe, Bismore & surrounds,  
followed by tea, coffee (& biscuits!) 

and the chance to chat.  
 

Free admission (donations welcome for 
refreshments & towards hall hire). 

 

ALL WELCOME! 

COULD YOU 
HELP A 

FAMILY? 
 

Home-Start Stroud and 
Gloucester are a  

charity which supports 
local families with 

young children who need a little extra 
support, practically and emotionally.  

 

Parenting is not always easy, but with 
the support of a trained volunteer, we 

can really make a difference. 
 

Our volunteer training provides the 
skills and confidence to share your  

parenting experiences to help when it’s 
needed the most.  

 

If you are thinking about volunteering 
and have as little as 2-3 hours a week 

spare, please visit our website for more 
information and how to apply:  
www.homestartsd.org or call  

01453 297470 for a chat. 
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infochalfordssc@gmail.com 

Advance Notice of 
some March events… 

 

 Saturday 1st March: 
Manor/Thomas Keble 

School history event 
 Sunday March 2nd: Chalford      

Market, 10am-1pm, Chalford Sports 
& Social Club 

 Sunday 23rd March: Bisley Market’s 
Pre-Mother’s Day shopping event, 
10.30am-1pm, Bisley WI Village 

Hall 

KEEP IT LOCAL!  
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NAME THAT VIEW!  Now expanded to 
the wider local area... 

 
 

January’s photo was of 
Westfield Barn, on the road 

between Eastcombe and  
Bisley. 

 
 

February’s photo is taken 
somewhere in the local area. 

 

Can you identify its  
location? 

 

The answer will be revealed 
in the March issue. 

VILLAGE HISTORIES... FROM MAMMOTHS TO ARTS AND CRAFTS - THE  
CORINIUM MUSEUM SHARES STORIES OF OUR PAST...  

 

If you thought that the Corinium Museum in  
Cirencester was only about the Romans, then you 
would be missing out on more than 200,000 years 
of amazing history. 
 

Roman Corinium was the second-largest town in 
Roman Britain (after Londinium), and our galleries 
and collections feature internationally significant 
Roman objects, such as the beautiful Roman  
cockerel statue that was the inspiration for the 
logo for the Cirencester History Festival.  
 

Cirencester and the Cotswolds played in important 
part in periods of history. It was known for its powerful and wealthy Augustinian Abbey and its influential 
wool trade in medieval times, and was the location for several significant skirmishes in the Civil War. The  
area was home to the Dobunni tribe in the Iron Age and later to an incredibly wealthy Anglo-Saxon ‘princess’. 
Cirencester was used by the Vikings as a base in 879 AD, as they licked their wounds after battling King  
Alfred the Great and the area was also home to several important figures in the Arts and Crafts movement of 
the late 19th and early 20th centuries. All these are explored in the galleries of our award-winning museum. 
 

But it is a much earlier period of history that is being celebrated in our free exhibition in February,  
Mammoths at the Museum, with a display of finds from a mammoth graveyard uncovered in Cerney Wick 
in 2017. The extraordinary discovery was featured in a 2022 BBC documentary, presented by Sir David  
Attenborough. The exhibition also include finds from 2024 excavations at the same site when, among other 
things, a Jurassic crocodile skull was discovered. Children’s illustrator, Sally Poyton, will be creating a special 
mammoth family trail for the museum and the Corinium will be hosting a number of family workshops and 
events linked to the exhibition in the February half term. The exhibition runs February 15th to March 15th. 
 

If you are interested in learning more about the history of our part of the Cotswolds, why not take a tour of 
our galleries, or sign up for an exclusive look at our reserve collections at the museum stores in Northleach? 
We also host talks, live music nights and workshops at the  
museum, as well as live screenings of Royal Ballet and  
Royal Opera performances.  
 

For more details, visit our website www.coriniummuseum.org. 

WHAT’S ON in FEBRUARY? 
1 Feb: Eastcombe Village Quiz, 7pm,  
Eastcombe Village Hall/Casual Six, Chalford 
Sports & Social Club, 7pm 
2 Feb: Ragged & Old morris dancing  
workshop, 10am-1pm, Bussage Village Hall 
4 Feb: Chalford Sports & Social Lunch Club 
(see Page 7 for details & how to book) 
5 Feb: Bisley-with-Lypiatt PC meeting,  
Bisley Village Hall, 7.30pm 
8 Feb: Eastcombe & Bismore Local History 
Group Social Spring Slideshow, Eastcombe 
Village Hall, 2pm 
15 Feb: Corinium Museum Mammoths at 
the Museum  exhibition opens 
16 Feb: Hilltop Café Church, 2.30pm, 
Eastcombe Village Hall 

17 FEBRUARY: DEADLINE FOR 
MARCH NEWSLETTER 

22 Feb: Eastcombe Cinema, Eastcombe 
Village Hall, 7:30pm 

Sally Hollingworth, who, with her 
husband, discovered the Mammoth 

Graveyard in Cerney Wick  


