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b ‘“To oANES HILLTOP BABY & TODDLER GROUP
Al The Eastcombe baby and toddler group, now Hilltop Baby and
Sensors @l @ uﬂ‘ o m',; oy U sall Toddler Group, is once more up and running.
toys b »‘“ . Pools Join them every Tuesday, 9.30am - 11am at Eastcombe Village Hall.
e - £3.50 per child, £5 for two children.
Visit www.facebook.com/groups/hilltopbabyandtoddler for more details.

PROPOSED
REORGANISATION of
LOCAL GOVERNMENT | [\ 4

e i ; What might the proposals
_ 930am-11003m mean for us?
Eastcombe village hall
£350 for one hild £ for two SEE PAGE 4 for DETAILS.
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EASTCOMBE FOOTPATH NEWS |

A small group braved the spring snow on

Wednesday 12" March to renew the small
bridge across the stream, on the footpath
below Fairview cottage at Bismore.

The wood for the crossing was provided by E= s
the Public Rights of Way authority, Glouces- #s#
tershire County Council, and installed by the
Eastcombe group of footpath volunteers.

With spring coming, our main focus is
keeping local footpaths free of nettles.

If you can spare a few hours a month,
please contact Sue: 07821 806724.
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NEW HILLTOP COMPANY MAKE PET OWNING A BREEZE!

New kids on the block Petech Solutions, based in Bussage, are cornering the market in pet technology!
Specialising in high tech products for pets and their owners, they offer new answers to old
problems. Read on for examples of their up to the minute products.

o \ t
% Are you fed up with extra cats coming into your house? It's no joke! Butno ¢
. need to get into a flap - simply install our personalised cat entrance, complete with state-of- ét

#

“w the-art paw recognition. You'll soon be feline much more relaxed.

Does your dog pull your leg when walking? Tired of
venturing out in the ‘great’ British weather? Simply walk your dog by drone! ™
Featuring a microphone, camera and poop sensor, our Drone Dog Walker,
Rover’s Robot, takes the straining out of the training, walking your dog for
you while you stay in the dry and warm.

For more details or to order, visit www.petechsolutions.co.uk
or contact petechsolutions@gmail.com.
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To receive a FREE digital copy of the newsletter every month, please contact
eastcombebandbnews@gmail.com. Printed copies, 60p each, are available from
Eastcombe Stores, Frith Community Café & Chalford Par|sh Centre.

Please send items for the May newsletter to eastcombenewsletter@btinternet.com
by NOON on 17th April.




BISLEY-WITH-LYPIATT PARISH COUNCIL NEWS www.bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk/

Contact the Clerk: admin@bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk

It has been suggested that access to the Eastcombe green could be made easier by the installation of
steps by the bench opposite the pub. This issue was discussed at the last council meeting but no immediate
solution was forthcoming. Have you any views on this subject - especially regarding the type of access, i.e
should we install a ramp for disabled access? Please contact any of the Eastcombe Councillors via the web-
site (details above) with your views. We will then consider how best to proceed in the next financial year.

Anti-Social Behaviour, and a new PCSO: Unfortunately there are still occurrences of anti-social
behaviour occurring adjacent to the junior football pitch, including fires being lit. This is despite our efforts
which included pruning the lower branches of trees along the boundary and the erection of signage. The
latest incident occurred on Sunday 9™ March with a fire reported to the PCSO. We are advised that if a fire
site are found, it should be reported via 101 or the Gloucestershire Constabulary Website. This will help to
justify actions and time spent in certain areas. If fires are seen lit in public spaces, please call 999 as it is
classed as arson, therefore a crime in progress with the risk of injury and loss to criminal damage/property.
Our new PCSO is Amelia Loveridge: Amelia.Loveridge@gloucestershire.police.uk

Meet your Councillors: The Eastcombe ward Councillors are considering holding an ‘open session’ where
residents of the Parish can come and discuss any issues regarding how the PC operates and what benefits it
can bring the local community. More information including date and time shortly.

SAVE THE DATE: The Annual Parish Meeting will be held on 14™ May at Bisley Village Hall. More

details next month.

A bit more on the Planning Process: To follow up on last month’s item, if you are thinking of applying
for planning permission or any tree works and wish to discuss anything related to your application, contact
our Planning Lead councillor Louie Wilkes: louie.wilks@bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk

Next meeting: Wednesday April 2", 7.30pm at Bisley Village Hall. All are welcome to attend.

BUSSAGE PRIMARY SCHOOL

During Children's Mental Health Week, students took part in a variety
of activities to promote wellbeing, including yoga, Forest School, and
mindfulness. Year groups enjoyed unique experiences, from Forest
School and peer massage to cooking and teamwork activities.

The school celebrated Safer Internet Day and many children represent-
ed the school at a memorable Young Voices concert in Birmingham.

The PTA hosted a very successful quiz night recently and have several
events coming up, including the AGM.

Lastly, volunteers are needed for the Gardening Club to help maintain
the school grounds. For more details on these activities, visit our
school website: www.bussageprimaryschool.co.uk

EASTCOMBE WI

Pauline welcomed members to the March meeting.

The business schedule included the Treasurers report,
and a reminder about Gift Aid. Names were taken for a
TK coffee and cake afternoon for the citizenship pupils.

theWI

INSPIRING WOMEN

Eastcombe WI Meeting (/||
Tuesday 15 April 2025 "~
From 7.15pm - 9pm

Eastcombe Village Hall
National Star College

Guest Speaker: Monica Farthing

Visitors very welcome

For further information contact
Jean Buxton 07817 441363 or
i b '"@l" il.co.uk

Jackie Harris 07840 244803 or jaquieboyd@hotmail.com

We heard about the events coming up in GFWI and the
National Federation AGM. Jean A was thanked for organising the lunch
at The Ram, and announced the March lunch at the Ship Inn. Olive
reported on possible day trips, and asked for cakes to be made for the
Open Gardens weekend in May. Claire will order bulbs for next spring,
and rﬁported on the Village Hall meeting. There is a trading stall next
month.

Our speaker was Sarah Nunn, who spoke eloquently and movingly
about the Sue Ryder Hospice in Leckhampton. She gave a bit of history
of Sue Ryder and her work, and told us about the beautiful building
and the grounds which surround it. She said that the hospice is the
only one with beds in this area.

It has a full programme of help for people with terminal iliness, and
their families. She emphasised that it was a place of hope and peace
for all involved. Families of past patients visit and enjoy events full of
happiness and fun and the grounds are open for the public to explore.
The hospice costs £5 million a year to run, with a small percentage
coming from the government. Hospice charity shops and donations,
such as for speaking engagements, are the main source of the money
which helps so many vulnerable people.

Stroud
Community 2
Costumes CIC ¥
. " ,(‘* { r o
The Library ’ 5 ‘; ‘
'
To support young people in 4 . 4 " 5
our community and po :::j.‘

Pop-
encourage sustainable psl;%lﬁ{??g)ﬁ‘r‘;p at

clothing.

Pay as you feel- Pay if you
can “hire” donation.

Available 1o “hire”
),
rom dresses,
Suits, shirts,
trousers, bag's
scarves and heels.
Othing donations
also accepted,

14th, 15th, 16th and 17th April

10am- Soug

,‘]m Spm Rotary

at Stroud Library, Five Valleys Club
Shopping Centre Stroud.

communitycostumes. julie @ gmail.com




CHALFORD PARISH COUNCIL NEWS

Chalford Parish Centre, 50 Geralds Way, Chalford, GL6 8FJ]; 01453 887204
info@chalford-glos.gov.uk www.chalford-glos.gov.uk. Facebook.

Go Wild Play Session: We have organised a fun spring event for the Easter Save the Date!!

school holidays, free of charge. Join us for some wild play, arts, circus skills and 8th Mav ffom 7.30bn1 -

giant bubbles in the Bussage Pleasure Ground, 2.30pm to 5pm, Friday 25™ April. ; ty‘l g .ll B
etails to follow

Composting Scheme: We have been working closely with a community group
who proposed starting a community compost scheme in Chalford. Following
detailed investigation, the Works Committee decided that the Middle Hill Allotment
site is not a viable location for the scheme. We are very keen to find an
alternative site as this is a brilliant and much-needed scheme. We are therefore
appealing to all local landowners — do you have a piece of land that could be used
by the local composting group? Please contact us if you would like more details.

VE Day Event/Annual Meeting of the Parish: This year we are combining our
Annual Meeting of the Parish with VE Day celebrations. This event will be held at
Chalford Sports & Social Club on Thursday 8" May. Doors open from 6pm and the J¢SSC
Annual Meeting starts at 6.30pm. This part of the event is open to all and free of k===
charge. We are hoping to include some talks, music and there will be presentations of Small Grant awards.
We would love to see as many of you as possible.

At 7.30pm the VE Day celebrations start. This is a ticketed event. Tickets, £5 each, are available from CSSC
or the Parish Centre. Food and drink will be available to purchase at the bar. Look out for posters around the
parish with more details nearer the time.

Footpath work in Blackness and on Rack Hill: Your Footpath Volunteers have been busy. In Blackness,
we've put a safety fence on the path into the nature reserve from Brownshill Road (really a steep track
blocked off by bollards) where there’s a steep drop down to the track, and we've removed a tree that was
blocking the steps down to the track at the end of the Public Right of Way that runs along the side of the
Toadsmoor Valley. We're planning to repair the steps and install a handrail in the next few months to make
the descent to Brownshill Road easier. On Rack Hill, we're replacing nearly 40m of decaying safety fence
above Sunny Bank, with materials provided by Gloucestershire County Council Public Rights of Way.

May Elections: Have you got your photo ID ready? The Gloucestershire County Council Elections take place
on Thursday 1st May. All voters are required to show an accepted form of photographic identification (photo
ID) to be able to vote at a polling station. For more information about the upcoming elections and for a full
list of accepted photo IDs, visit www.stroud.gov.uk/council-and-democracy/elections or call 01453 766321.

Chalford

Parish Council

Parish Council

EASTCOMBE PRIMARY SCHOOL

Spring is here and children in our Wrap Around Care, Breakfast and
After School Clubs have been enjoying the better weather. It's been
good to be able to get outside again! If you are interested in our Wrap
Around Care Offer, we still have a few places. Please contact the office
for more information.

Squirrel Class were introduced to a new topic in their art lessons —
‘Expressive Painting’. They explored the work of two artists, Marela
Zacarias and Charlie French and took visual notes from the artists’ work in a Q&A
session about their pieces. They are looking forward to experimenting with colour mix-
ing and becoming expressive painters themselves.

Reception Children were super excited to learn about different measurements in Maths.
They explored length and height and loved the challenge of putting themselves in
height order without talking, albeit this proved to be a little tricky!

Owl Class recently had a visit from Gary, a magistrate, to learn about the judicial system ]
in England. The children were very engaged in the talk and asked really interesting
questions about crime and punishment. Gary then talked to us about the upcoming
Mock Trial which we are excited about taking part in March. A further highlight this
month was the fantastic Assembly led by children in Owl Class. They expertly
presented information and made the audience laugh with their fine acting skills. Thank
you to all parents and grandparents who came to support us.

Hedgehog Class recently held a surprise Stone Age Workshop! Reinforcing all they have
learnt about the different periods of the Stone Age, from the Palaeolithic period (a long,
long, long time ago), through to the more recent Iron Age, the children looked at artefacts
and replicas, including arrows, an axe, coins, a mammoth’s elbow bone, animal skin, flint,
pottery, an antler and more. They also spent time trying whittling using flint stone. It was
such an interesting morning and a good opportunity for the children to ask questions and
do some hands-on learning.

Here's a sneaky preview of a Ghome Hunt display currently in production at Ghome
Headquarters. Movies are this year’s theme - can you guess which film is shown in the
picture ? Save the Gnome Hunt dates: 17'" & 18'" May!
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DISTRICT COUNCIL NEWS

Local Government Reorganisation: With recent press coverage about the government’s plan to
reorganise local government, it might help to explain briefly what we know so far, and what it may mean for
Bisley parish. Do contact me if you'd like to discuss it in more detail.

In the English Devolution White Paper, published just before Christmas, the Secretary of State for Housing,
Communities & Local Government set out a plan to dissolve district and county councils into new unitary
authorities, and to introduce new, powerful regional strategic authorities (where they don't already exist), led
by a mayor for the region. Gloucestershire County Council applied to government to cancel the upcoming
May elections, to “fast track” reorganisation in the county. This request was turned down, which means we’'ll
have elections on 1st May as planned, and a slightly slower path to reorganisation.

A joint letter from the county’s councils will go to government for a 21%* March deadline, advising of the
proposals being explored in Gloucestershire, both at the county level (probably one, or possibly two, unitary
councils) and which wider mayoral authority we should join (West of England Combined Authority,
Herefordshire & Worcestershire, Wiltshire & Swindon?). Final proposals are due in the autumn, though
government will make the final decision. Any new unitary authority/ies could replace the County Council as
early as May 2027, with Gloucestershire’s six district/borough councils dissolved into it a year later.

The local government reorganisation element of this was unexpected, and has come as a shock to many.
While badged as devolution, it will take key aspects of decision-making about our district further away from
our communities. Residents of Gloucestershire will also be served by far fewer elected representatives, at a
time when the population per councillor in the UK is already amongst the highest across Europe.

The government have not allowed for public consultation so far, but we are keen to hear your views on what
is proposed. The overall plan has been set, but the detail will be key. Stroud District Council retains assets
and services that many other councils have lost - we'll be doing our very best to ensure those are preserved
for our communities. We'll need to work closely across parish, district and county, to secure the best version
of “devolution” here, as the next phase unfolds. Thanks to Cllr Chloe Turner for drafting this summary.

Don't forget, if voting in person on May 1%, to take photo ID.

Home Energy Efficiency Advice: Gloucestershire councils have partnered with Furbnow, specialists in
home energy efficiency, to provide a One-Stop Shop for home energy improvements: see https://
furbnow.com. There is a free webinar on March 27" 12-1pm. Those on low incomes or benefits may be
eligible for free or subsidised help - check www.fairerwarmth.com to see if you qualify.

Martin Brown, District Councillor: Clir.martin.brown@stroud.gov.uk 01452 770878

HILLTOP GARDENING CLUB

www. hilltopgardening club.org.uk

& BO@vociE ¥
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In early March, we welcomed Vanessa Berridge to e ST Bisley Artisan Market
speak on 7he National Garden Scheme and its gardens in Glouces- Breakfast Rolls, Refreshments, cakes, raffle,
tershire. Many HGC members are ‘Yellow Book’ visitors, some preserves, eggs, local produce &
opening their gardens for the scheme. Nonetheless, there was _ Sutectiun/of gitin S0+ Siein
plenty to learn, including historical foundations that resonate today. Z;APRIL ) 025
Established in 1927 to raise funds for community nursing, the Pet the ducklings
original ‘caring’ focus continues. Spurred on by royal patronage, .
private gardens from Sandringham to Sissinghurst opened to the %]
public, initially for a shilling. With changing tastes in garden design, Chears O 10006551 S0ni
Vanessa detailed the shift away from ‘double herbaceous border, at the '
pergola and lake’ to more inclusive, accessible, diverse and A WE Viligs Hll Ridkiy 1.6, 71
aspirational gardens. Social changes were also reflected, including O :
the *Dig for Victory’ campaign during WWII. Once established, the e
scheme was a/most unstoppable, but was stymied by Covid Please support the fund raiser for
lockdowns. Nonetheless donations continued due to deft use of il Fulenta: e
virtual online garden visits. R SN TR S TR
Vanessa is the NGS county organiser as well as a garden writer, so Additionsl parking et the Bistey Bhue Coats school

we were in good hands for a slide tour of Gloucestershire gardens,
embracing a rich tapestry of ancient and modern, the exotic to the
naturalistic. She was at pains to emphasise that ‘simply’ opening a
garden belies the hard-work of owners, gardeners and the

volunteers who make and serve tea and cake!

és well gs raisin funlcljs fgr Ial;ge_r (_)rga_mi?a(tjionl_? su;:_h ,asGMadcmiIIan INTERESTED IN LOCAL HISTORY?
ancer Support, smaller beneficiaries include Horatio’s Garden : .

charity, providing therapeutic, accessible gardens within NHS spinal | | %¢in the Eastcombe & Bismore Local
injuries units. The scheme’s support of education to encourage new History Group on Facebook.
gardeners bodes well for the future. W

Gardens have provided solace, healing and sustenance across
cultures and time. Ready for another NGS visit anyone?

Pam Meecham
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Eastcombe Baptist Chapel

A service is held on Sunday mornings, at 10:30am at
the chapel in Dr Crouch’s Road, Eastcombe.

St Michael’s « All Angels, Bussage

Visitors are always welcome. Services this
month are:

EASTCOMBE VILLAGE GROUP (EVG)

St George’s Day Dinner, 6.30pm, Wednesday 23
April: Thanks to Sarah at the Lamb Inn and Colin
Clifton, we are hosting a dinner to celebrate both St
George’s Day and Shakespeare’s birthday. Along with a
3 course meal of roast beef and all the trimmings (or a
vegetarian option), there will be snippets from the
works of Shakespeare, English pub games like shove
ha’penny and table skittles, and patriotic music.
Tickets, £22 each, will be available from the Lamb Inn
from Friday 21st March on a first come, first served ba-
sis. Numbers are limited, so buy your tickets promptly.

EVENTS TO MARK 80 YEARS SINCE VE DAY:

‘The Armed Man: A Mass for Peace’,
Saturday 3 May, 7.15pm, Eastcombe Village Hall:
See more details below.

Thursday 8 May at 8.30pm: We will be joining a
nationwide ‘Candles for Peace’ event, meeting on
Eastcombe Green to light candles to remember those
who died in WWII, to thank all those who contributed to
the victory in Europe and to pray for peace throughout
the world. More details later, please save the date.

Wine Walk — Sunday 3 August: This is a popular
event each year, with 5 hosts serving wine from 5 dif-
ferent parts of the world. More details nearer the date.

Next Meeting — Monday 31st March at 7.30 pm,
Eastcombe Village Hall Annex. All are welcome to
share their ideas, and to discuss future events.

Peter Scott: peterhscott@btinternet.com
Contact csissons52@gmail.com to join the mailing list.
Follow Eastcombe Village Group on Facebook.

e April 13th, Palm Sunday: Holy
Communion, 9.30am

April 18th, Good Friday: Stations of the
Cross, 12 noon

April 20th, Easter Day: Holy

Communion, 9.30am.

No Cafe Church in April. It will return in May.

On the other Sundays there are services in
different parts of the Benefice.

See www.bisleybenefice.org.uk or join our
mailing list: pewslipsbisley@hotmail.com.

For weddings, funerals & baptisms, contact
Revd. Sue Murray: vicar@bisleybenefice.org.uk

NOTICE OF PREPARATION OF
NEW CHURCH ELECTORAL ROLL

Notice is given that under the Church
Representation Rules a new Church Electoral
Roll is being prepared. Every person who
wishes to have his or her name entered on the
new Roll, whether it is entered on the present
Roll or not, is requested to apply for enrolment
not later than Sunday April 13th.

The new Roll will take effect on Sunday
April 20th. It will be published by the Parochial
Church Council on, or near to, the principal door
of the Parish Church for inspection for at least 14
days and a copy of the Roll will be available for

inspection on a reasonable request being made
to the Council.

For more information, or a form to complete,
please email secretarybe@bisleybenefice.org.uk

KARL_ JENKINS ‘The Armed Man:

A Mass for Peace’
Saturday 3™ May

-y 7pm for 7.15pm
Eastcombe Village Hall, GL6 7EB

This 2018 Berlin performance of the evocative and
moving work is played by the World Orchestra for Peace,
sung by the 2000 strong World Choir for Peace and
conducted by composer Sir Karl Jenkins. A specially
commissioned war archive film backdrop reinforces the

-y

Mark your calendar - and be inspired! Eéﬁ@

i
Early May Bank Holiday ®

Sunday, 4th May & Monday, 5th May 2025 Time: 1:00 PM - 5:30 PM
Admission - £8.50 per adult - children under 16 free
Tickets - Available for pre-booking see NGS website™ or to purchase on the day

Enjoy tea, coffee, and homemade cakes at Eastcombe Village Hall (cash only).
proceeds benefiting Stroud Food Bank & Help a Hedgehog Hospital, Brimscombe
Ice creams are available at Hawkley Cottage

Accessibility - Some gardens offer wheelchair access; please check individual
garden details on the National Garden Scheme* <ngs org uk>
All proceeds support national and local charities

narrative of the work.

Tea and coffee will be available after the
performance.

Entrance free. Donations are invited for 2 charities:
Combat Stress, providing mental health services for
veterans and Medecins Sans Frontieres/Doctors Without
Borders, which gives medical care to civilians in war-torn
areas.

If you would like to reserve a seat in advance, please
text Chris Stockwell on 07717 491587. Alternatively,
just come along on the night.

Our gardeners, are passionate, and members of the
National Garden Scheme, and are eager to share their gardens with you.
HEDGEHOGS!
If you're tidying the garden ready o :
for hedgehogs and other
wildlife, including slow worms, before turning
Find more hedgehog-friendly gardening tips at
www.britishhedgehogs.org.uk/gardening-with-

HELP the .
for spring, remember to check '
compost heaps or mowing long grass.
hedgehogs/.




INGREDIENTS: I

CAROL’S COOKERY CORNER:

EASTER BISCUITS

A variation on shortbread, these biscuits are
easy to make, with only 3 ingredients. A great
reward for children in the Easter egg huntl

200g butter, softened & TN R O
chopped. =
300g plain flour

100g caster sugar

For the icing:

160g icing sugar

Zest & juice of a small lemon
Approximately 24 mini eggs.

METHOD:
1. Preheat oven to 170°/gas mark 3.5.
2. Put the chopped butter, flour, caster sugar and lemon

zest into a food mixer or a processor - or just beat
together with a wooden spoon until it forms a dough.
Squeeze the mixture into a ball.

. Gently roll out the dough to about 5mm/1/4 inch thick
using flour to prevent sticking and cut into shapes or
fingers. Place on a greased baking tray, then chill in the
fridge for 15 minutes.

. Bake for 20 minutes or until a pale golden brown.
Remove from the oven and allow to cool.

. Mix the lemon juice and icing sugar until the icing is a
good consistency. Spread onto the biscuits. Pop the
mini Easter eggs on top.

APRIL JOBS IN THE GARDEN

As the garden starts to spring into life — here
are a few jobs to get you ahead of the game...

Control slugs and snails — this has to be top of the list
after last year’s slug-friendly summer! The earlier you
start, the less they will breed. Beer traps and night time
forays with a head-torch are most effective for me, but
do whatever works best for you. Be particularly vigilant
around new shoots and vulnerable pIants such as

delphiniums and lupins.

weeding is much easier when the
weeds are small, and it stops them
getting out of control.

Mulch between plants with compost,
bark or well-rotted manure to retain
moisture and prevent weeds.

Set up plant supports for perennials — whether shop-
bought or home-made from hazel twigs, it's best to get
them in place before your plants have a growth spurt.
Prune hydrangeas — cut back old stems to a healthy
shoot lower down and remove up to 1/3 of the old wood
down to the base.

Plant potatoes — second early and maincrop varieties
should be planted in April.

Lay new turf or sow grass seed as the weather warms.
Sow courgettes, pumpkins, sweetcorn, tomatoes and
runner/French beans in pots under cover — ready to be
planted out in May.

Finally (and most importantly) - make yourself
a cuppa, sit down and enjoy your garden!

The Eastcombe Gardener
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SPRING AT THE LITTLE
FREE ART GALLERY,
BUSSAGE!

Sprlng is in the air and the gallery has
burst into life with a flurry of beautiful art
donated by members of the community!

Every creative offering is welcome—and
visitors can help themselves to something
beautiful to take home or pass on to
family, friends and neighbours!

Why not visit and join in our mission |
to celebrate creativity and
spread joy on our wonderful

hilltop?

The #littlefreeartgallerybussage can |

be found on The Avenue, Bussage, | /|

off Cowswell Lane GL6 8AT.
What3words///dates.barn.hawks

Please continue to spread
the word and see you soon!

THE TIMES THEY ARE
A CHANGING!

The Hilltop Film Club continued its positive
start with the February showing of The Ital-
ian Job and a trip down memory lane for the
more than 40 people who came along. It was
the era when minis were the small, classy
cars that have grown in size ever since!

It is very encouraging that so many people
have chosen to be members of the film club.
It will be great if others will come and join us
in this new community venture. Please
contact hilltopfilmclub25@gmail.com if you
haven't already received membership details.
Guests are very welcome to come along.

The members have chosen the films for the
next 3 months, startlng with Paddington in
Peru on April 19% i The Grand Budapest
Hotel on May 24" and "A Complete
Unknown” on the 21% June. It seems
appropriate to show this biographical musical
drama about Bob Dylan, as the times are
certainly changing in terms of showing films
locally that the audience would like to see.

We also have Movie on the Lawn at The
Lamb Inn scheduled for 26" July - film
awaiting selection, but it will be “upbeat™

Hilltop Film Club Team

Xt X X X M XD X X X b S X X M X XD XD X X S X

HlLLTOP FlLM CLUB :
PADDINGTON IN PERU
Saturday 19th April §

7.30pm ,y
Eastcombe Village Hall &

GUESTS: £5 it
MEMBERS: COMPLIMENTARY
ICES: £3

ALL WELCOME'

X
z;j/




Frithwood Surgery Patient Participation Group (PPG)

In February the PPG provided the funding (over £1500) for the surgery to
upgrade their defibrillator. The previous defibrillator, like many others, was
only suitable for patients over the age of eight. However, the new automatic
defibrillator is suitable for all patients from the age of one upwards, so it is a
very valuable new resource.

Following suggestions from a couple of grandparents, the PPG organised a
successful ‘First Aid for Children’ training evening in March, aimed at those
within our community who look after young children. The session was open
to anyone caring for young children wanting to improve or refresh their first
aid skills and was very well attended.

The PPG has restarted their weekly health walks on Wednesday mornings,
which will continue weekly until the end of October. The gentle walks are
1.5 miles long and ideal for anyone recovering from illness or surgery, for
people wanting to start exercising and for those just wanting a friendly chat
while they walk — everyone is welcome. The walks start at 10am at Frith-
wood Surgery and there is no need to book—just turn up and join in. Tea,
coffee and biscuits are provided afterwards at the Chalford Parish Centre.

The PPG is planning future events and the purchase of more resources.
Please let us know if you have any suggestions as to how we could support
the patient community. You could also help the PPG, a registered charity, by
becoming a member of the 100 Club, which is the way the majority of funds
are raised. Members pay an annual fee of £24 to join and there are quarter-
ly cash prizes. The more members, the bigger the prizes! Contact the PPG
with your ideas or join the 100 Club by emailing frithwoodppg@email.com.

How to dress for Spring

SuwbAY  MowDAY  TUSSDAY

O | WENESPAY
ﬂ
Il

THygesbAY FRIDAY  SATwDAY

} |" 3\

Community Coffee Mornings
Fridays 10am-12 noon

Delicious cakes &
refreshments

Everyone welcome - pop in!

Different themes each week,

please see Facebook gage

s

CSSC

WATCH OUT, WATCH OUT - LAMBS ABOUT!

Many of us love to see fields full of
lambs at this time of year.
However, spring can be a
dangerous time for livestock, with
pregnant or young stock particularly s
vulnerable to dog attacks.

Last year saw several sheep lost to
dog attacks in the local area.

Dog owners are reminded to keep dogs on a
lead in any fields where livestock is at pasture.

The Lunch Club

Everyone is welcome at TLC, with a special
invitation to those affected by dementia
Join us for a friendly and welcoming lunch at
Chalford Sports & Social Club.
The first Tuesday of the month.
12 noon for lunch served at 12.30
2 course homemade lunch, just £7
Refreshments available from the bar
Secure your booking contact Ali Brady

07595 882948 or infochalfordssc@gmail.com

Dogs should always be under "close control" April 1st
close to animals. The message is — never PUT YOUR DOG May 6th
assume that your dog ‘wouldn’t do a thing like ON A LEAD
WHEN NEAR SHEEP June 3rd CSSC

that” Attacks can happen very fast—don't

take the risk and always keep your dog on a

lead when in a field with livestock.
Thank you—and enjoy the countryside!

A TASTE OF CORNWALL IN
EASTCOMBE...

Some Eastcombe residents enjoyed a taste
of Cornwall on St Piran’s Day, March 5th, as
‘The Third Cousins’, their partners and
friends gathered for a Cornish-style feast at
The Lamb Inn.

Expertly hosted by Sarah and her team, the
meal honoured Cornwall’s patron saint, cel-
ebrated by expats worldwide—often with a pint of Cornish ale .
and a toast to steam locomotive inventor Richard Trevithick.

The Third Cousins are a local shanty group, founded by a few .
hilltop residents and inspired by Cornwall’s Fisherman'’s
Friends. They meet at The Lamb between 4.30pm and
6.30pm on Wednesdays to sing sea shanties and folk songs,
particularly those rooted in Cornwall. °

Glen Beswetherick

1-5pm

Advance Notice of

events v May...

« May elections, Thursday 1st May
« NGS Open Gardens, 4 & 5 May,

VE DAY COMMEMORATIONS:

» 'The Armed Man: A Mass for
Peace’, Saturday 3rd May, 7.15pm,
Eastcombe Village Hall

» ‘Candles for Peace’, Eastcombe

Green, 8.30pm, Thursday 8th May

VE Day celebrations, Thursday 8th

May, 7.30pm, CSSC

Chalford Parish Council Annual
Parish Meeting, Thursday 8th May,
6.30pm, CSSC

Eastcombe Gnome Hunt, 17th &
18th May, 1-4pm
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VILLAGE HISTORIES... NEWSLETTERS PAST!
For many years, the Bussage, Eastcombe & Brownshill Newsletter served the hilltop,

edited by Beryl Freebury and her team. Copies of some early editions have come to
light, giving a fascinating glimpse of life on the hillto
times past. A few snippets below...
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A FRIENDLY WARNING FROM THE POLICE ——— |

Westley
he St. Valen-

Elderly people are often cheated by plausible rogues who
call on them at their homes. Beware of unsolicited callers,
especially those who want to enter your home.
These rogues may take on a number of poses,
officials will have a written authority and form of identity
The Police particularly warn you szbout bogus builders
and odd job men who offer to do house repairs for you.

Make sure you know with whom you are dealing.
IF YOU ARE IN DOUBT ABOUT A CALLER DON'T LET HIM IN, INFORM

THE POLICE OR GET A

Genuine

NEIGHBOUR TO AS SOON AS POSSIBLE.

A

pril 1972 issue.

Some things don’t change... From September 1968.

» EASTCOMBE GHOME
HUNT 2025

Sat 17th & Sun 18th May 2025
fPm-apm

ONLY £3 PER MAP- RECEIVE A GNOME PRIZE AT THE END.

START YOUR GNOME ADVENTURE AT EASTCOMBE
PRIMARY SCHOOL.
GLSTEA
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EASTER ACTIVITIES
CAKES / TEA / COFFEE
AND LOTS MORE
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NAME THAT VIEW!
Now expanded to the
wider local area...

March’s photo was of St Kenelm'’s
Church, Sapperton.

April’s photo is again taken
somewhere in the local area.
Can you identify its
location?

The answer will be revealed in the
May issue.

GHALFORD
MARKET

CRAFTY & DELICIOUS @ CHALFORD

Chalford Sports
10am-1pm

& Social Club

WHAT'S ON in APRIL?

1 April: CSSC Lunch Club (see Page 7
for details & how to book)

2 April: Bisley-with-Lypiatt PC meeting,
Bisley Village Hall, 7.30pm

6 April: Chalford Market, CSSC, 10-1pm
13 April: Easter Egg Trail, CSSC, 10am-
4pm

15 April: Eastcombe WI Meeting,

7.15pm, Eastcombe Village Hall
17 APRIL: DEADLINE for MAY

NEWSLETTER
19 April: Hilltop Film Club, Eastcombe

Village Hall, 7:30pm
23 April: EVG St George’s Day Dinner,

6.30pm, The Lamb Inn
25 April: Go Wild Play Session, Bussage
Pleasure Ground, 2.30pm-5pm

27 April: Bisley Artisan Market,

10.30am-1.30pm, WI Village Hall, Bisley




