
  

To receive a FREE digital copy of the 
newsletter every month, contact  

eastcombebandbnews@gmail.com.   
 

Printed copies, 60p each, are available 
from Eastcombe Stores, Frith  

Community Café & Chalford Parish 
Centre.   

 

Please send items for the February newsletter to  
eastcombenewsletter@btinternet.com  

 

by NOON on 17th January.   

 

FREE Digitally! 
60p 

FOLLOW US 
ON FACEBOOK 

LONGFIELD  

CHRISTMAS TREE  

RECYCLING SCHEME 
Stuck for what to do with your 
Christmas tree as the festive  

season ends? Want to save your car 
being filled with pine needles? 

 

Longfield have the answer with their 
Christmas Tree Recycling Scheme! 

 

MORE DETAILS on  
PAGE 2 

  NEW YEAR , NEW CAFÉ! 
 

Look out for a new café on 
the hill from mid-January!   

 

Pudney Pie Café is taking over 
the former Boho premises in 

Chalford Hill, with Lynsey and the 
team planning a cosy place to  
enjoy a cuppa, breakfast or lunch.   

 

Follow the café’s Facebook page for updates: 
Pudney Pie Café, Chalford Hill 

MINNIE’S WILDLIFE RESCUE— 
 

HELPING THE HILLTOP’S WILDLIFE, 
ONE CREATURE AT A TIME... 

 

2024 was a record-breaking year for 
wildlife casualties at Minnie’s Wildlife 
Rescue, in Bussage.  Over the year, 
Debby helped 600 assorted birds & 
animals from 28 different species - 
some hand-reared, others treated,  
rehabilitated and released, including 

over 300 hedgehogs. From tiny, new-born babies to  
full-grown deer - no creature was turned away.  
 

Minnie’s wants to keep helping wildlife, but costs have 
skyrocketed.  You can help by sponsoring one of the Rescue’s  
intensive care cages. For an affordable sum each month, you can help 
our precious wildlife to get well and back into the wild.  Please contact 
Alan (our subscriptions manager) on 07388 225978 to set up your 
sponsorship. We cannot do this invaluable work without you! 
 

Minnie’s also need many items, including: 
 

 large disposable gloves, sterile syringes, kitchen rolls, wild 
bird food, wet dog/cat food. tinned sardines/pilchards, rabbit 

pellets, PetSafe disinfectant & dust-extracted straw & hay.   
 

Please visit Minnie’s Amazon Wishlist or contact Alan on 
07388 225978 to arrange drop off or collection of items. 

 

PLEASE HELP MINNIE’S TO KEEP HELPING THE 
WILDLIFE OF THE HILLTOP IN 2025! 

John Updike 

In JANUARY... 
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BISLEY-WITH-LYPIATT PARISH COUNCIL NEWS www.bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk/ 
Contact the Clerk: admin@bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk  
 

New Notice Boards: The new Parish Notice Board has now been erected on the village green. This board 
was manufactured by a local craftsman and will hopefully last the parish for many years. We have put a new 
notice board up for public use adjacent to the shop where the old Parish Board used to be sited. Please use 
this board and not the Telegraph poles to display your fliers etc. As we have mentioned previously, it is  
illegal to attached poster or fliers to telegraph poles or lamp posts.  
 

Stonecote Ridge: The ownership of the green area at Stonecote Ridge has now been transferred to  
Chalford Parish Council. This area became part of Chalford Parish as a result of the parish boundary changes 
introduced in 2021. 
 

New Recycling Bin: The new recycling bin has now been installed by Eastcombe bus shelter. At the time 
of writing, we are waiting for SDC to provide the appropriate liners. It will be emptied by SDC as part of their 
normal refuse collection process.  
 

Play Area:  With the completion of the younger children’s play area (3 – 5 yrs) we are now considering and 
consulting on the next phase. An aspirational design has been produced and is on the Parish Council  
website: ExA_Eastcombe-Parish-Park-A1-Event-Board_Rev-B_Reduced.pdf  This looks to build on and  
enhance what is currently in place to create a fun and engaging space for children of all ages to enjoy. We 
would like your views and comments on this proposal, specifically: 
 

 What type of equipment do you want to see in the limited space available? 
 What age focus should we be addressing? 

 How should we improve/enhance ecology and biodiversity? 
 Should we plant more trees? 
 Should the areas be fenced? 

 

Please contact us with any thoughts on this proposal, or if you know of other facilities that could provide 
guidance. 
 

As with any project of this nature, the major issue is funding. The initial phase was funded by Government 
Grants but future grants of this nature may not be available. Have you any fund raising ideas? Please 
email us using the ‘Contact Us’ page on the website or email one of the Eastcombe Ward Councillors (details 
on the website). 
 

Next Meeting: Bisley Village Hall, Wednesday January 8th at 7.30pm. All are welcome to attend. 
 

Finally: A Happy New Year from everyone on the Parish Council. 

BisCAN:  
Bisley, Eastcombe & Oakridge 

Climate Action Network 
 

BisCAN wishes all residents of Eastcombe a 
very happy, safe and green 2025!  

 

If you are making a New Year's resolution, 
how about one of the suggestions in 

takethejump.org: End Clutter, Travel Fresh, 
Eat Green, Dress Retro, Holiday Local, 

Change the System. Less Stuff More Joy! 
 

bisleyeastcombeoakridgecan@gmail.com 

ChalCAN Update 
 

Chalford Climate Action  
Network was formed in 2019, with the aim of  

helping the parish become carbon neutral by 2030.  
 

5 years into that mission, we want to take stock of 
what we have achieved, and what our community 
wants ChalCAN to focus on in the next 5 years. 
This new year, we will be seeking your views.  

 

Watch this space for further information, and if you 
would like to get involved please contact us via  

info@chalcan.org.uk.  
 

LONGFIELD CHRISTMAS TREE  

RECYCLING SCHEME 2024/5 
In 2024, all the trees collected by Longfield were chipped and 
either turned into bio-fuel or used on pathways and car parks, 

making this our most environmentally friendly fundraiser and saving 
20,520.5kg of CO2 being released into the atmosphere. This equates to the 

making of 328,320 cups of tea or the journeys of 20 passengers flying  
between London and New York! 

 

How does it work?  Longfield welcome a donation and in exchange, we 
will collect your Christmas tree, take it away and recycle it for you. No  

hassle, no waste and no needles in your car!  A £20 donation could pay for a patient or 
carer to attend a Wellbeing session at the hospice, like the one pictured right. 

 

REGISTRATION CLOSES ON TUESDAY 7TH JANUARY, so don’t delay!  To register, 
scan the QR code on the poster on the front page, or click here to Register Tree 

 

Our brilliant team of dedicated volunteers will collect your tree between 
SATURDAY 11TH JANUARY AND TUESDAY 14TH JANUARY 2025.   
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BUSSAGE PRIMARY SCHOOL  
Tag rugby tournament: Our Year 5 and 6 tag rugby team took part in a competition at Painswick RFC. We 
played five games, winning three and finished 6th. All adults involved were impressed at how well everyone 
played and supported each other.  
 

Boccia competition: Approximately 144 KS2 children from 24 schools participated in this inclusive event, 
which is like bowls, at Archway School. The children had a great time and were amazingly supportive, talking 
tactics and encouraging each other.  
 

Water City Music: Our wonderful group of singers performed beautifully alongside a group from Avening 
School at Holy Trinity Church. They sang three pieces accompanied by the fabulous string orchestra –  
Pro Anima. It was magical.  
 

Y3 recorders and Y4 clarinet concert: Year 3 & 4 classes performed to the school and 80 family visitors, 
showcasing all they had learnt in 10 weeks. It was fantastic to see them become musicians and we hope this 
has sparked a passion for music. 
 

Y6 ukulele concert: Year 6 played a range of pieces beautifully to the school and family visitors. It is lovely 
how our oldest children have developed their musicianship and perform in a more sophisticated way. Thanks 
to the PTA for supporting these opportunities financially, in addition to Y5 garage band sessions. 
 

Cadbury World: Year 5 and 6 had a fantastic trip to Cadbury World to complement their theme "Jungle 
Fever." Whilst there, they took part in a rainforest workshop; toured the factory and learnt about the journey 
of cocoa beans from the rainforest to Birmingham. 
 

Children in Need: The Charity Ministry organised a great day with children wearing pyjamas, fancy dress 
or spots. They took part in a live gladiator event and did the daily mile in their PJs, raising £262!  

EASTCOMBE CHRISTMAS LIGHTS 2024 
 

Despite the rain, much Christmas cheer flowed at the 
‘switching on of the lights’ event on 2nd December.  The 
evening began at Eastcombe Primary School where children, 
their families and many from the village joined the carol  
singing. The oldest and the youngest child switched on the 
lights of the school’s Christmas tree and the school’s beautiful 
stained glass windows were revealed.   All kept warm and 
were in good singing voice with the mulled wine and mince 
pies kindly organised by the Eastcombe School Association. 
 

Afterwards, those gathered processed to the village green to meet Father 
Christmas (paying an early visit to Eastcombe!) and counted down to the switching on the lights of the  
magnificent village Christmas tree.  Many then retreated to The Lamb Inn for further hearty singing led by 
The Hilltop Village Band.  Pictured (left to right) are Jackie, Norma, Brenda, Barbara, Di, Helen and David. 

CHALFORD PARISH COUNCIL NEWS  
Chalford Parish Centre, 50 Geralds Way, Chalford, GL6 8FJ; 01453 887204  
info@chalford-glos.gov.uk   www.chalford-glos.gov.uk.  Facebook. 
 

Happy New Year: After the excitement and huge success of our Xmas Grotto followed by the festive  
holidays, we are now back and ready to start the New Year with a bang. We achieved so much last year, 
and we hope to continue to improve your Parish for you in 2025. 
 

Small Grants Available: If you are a local organisation in need of funding towards a project, you may be 
eligible for a small grant from the Parish Council.  The deadline for this year's applications is 31st January 
2025 and grants will be awarded at our Annual Parish Meeting which is held in April/ May. 
 

Possible Composting Scheme: The Works Committee is working with the Community Composting Group 
to investigate if setting up a composting scheme in Chalford is feasible. The Group are proposing a scheme 
on the uncultivated land immediately to the right of the Spinney on Middle Hill Allotments. A consultation has 
been carried out with the allotment holders to see if this idea is popular. 
 

Bussage Pleasure Ground: We have been successful in obtaining a grant in order to proceed with our 
planned Play Equipment project. Work will be carried out in March (weather dependant), so by the time the 
drier, warmer weather arrives there will be a fantastic new fenced in play area with some new equipment. 
 

Footpath Volunteers work this month: Those familiar with Dimmel’s Dale will probably know that the 
stream that runs down to the valley has been flooding the path near the kissing gate where four paths meet 
at the entrance to the Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust reserve. The flooding made the path tricky to use, so 
your Footpath Volunteers spent a couple of weeks wading in the stream while improving the bank of the 
stream (with GWT permission). That task completed, the following week they turned their attention to  
barrowing a tonne of stone from Coppice Hill to deal with mud on the approach to the kissing gate, together 
with some bramble control. The final practical session of 2024 was spent clearing overgrowth on Rack Hill, 
though there’s still more to do there. 
 

Dog Poop: Please make your New Year resolution to be to pick up after your pooches – help make our  
Parish a nice place for all. 



4 

HILLTOP GARDENING CLUB   
www.hilltopgardening club.org.uk    

 

There was a good turnout for our last 
meeting of the year, at Eastcombe 
Scout and Guide HQ, on 3rd December. 
Festive tablecloths, tealights, and vases 
of splendid seasonal foliage, flowers 
and berries (provided by members) brightened the hall.  
Congratulations to Janet Hendy, who won the prize for 
the finest floral table decoration. 
 

The afternoon started with a garden-themed music quiz, 
covering an eclectic range of music, from Elvis Costello 
to Gilbert and Sullivan! Afterwards we enjoyed a  
delicious buffet, with mulled wine, tea and coffee. 
 

The meeting was illustrated by a slideshow projected 
onto the wall, entitled ‘Moments in the Garden’, made 
up of members’ photographs of their gardens  
throughout the year, featuring pictures of flowers in 
bloom, insects, pets, and grandchildren enjoying time in 
the garden. We certainly have some talented  
photographers among our members! 
 

The Hilltop Gardening Club is for anyone interested in 
gardening, whatever their level of expertise. It covers 
Bussage, Brownshill, Chalford Hill, Eastcombe and  
adjoining areas. Annual membership is £15, payable in 
March. We enjoy excellent talks from a variety of  
specialists, arrange garden visits, hold plant sales and 
auctions, and put on an Autumn Show. 
 

We meet on the first Tuesday of each month, either in 
Eastcombe Village Hall (March to October, 7.15pm) or 
Eastcombe Scout and Guide HQ (November to February, 
1.30pm). Meetings are free to members. Non-members 
are also welcome – £3 per meeting.  
Please see our website for further information.  
 

Dawn Walmsley 

DISTRICT COUNCIL NEWS 
 

Recycling Batteries and Vapes: Batteries, 
vapes and e-cigs will soon be collected for  
recycling along with the weekly food waste  
collection, starting in the spring. Meanwhile, 
please do not put these items in bins. They  
contain valuable materials that can be salvaged 
for re-use, but they also present a fire risk when 
mingled with other materials. In the last year, 
there have been a number of small bin lorry 
fires, likely to have been caused by discarded 
electrical items, which fortunately diligent crews 
have spotted before they became serious. To see 
where you can take these and other items, check 
the Waste Wizard on the SDC website 
www.stroud.gov.uk. 
 

Brimscombe Port Redevelopment: Developer 
St Modwen Homes is preparing a planning  
application to be submitted in the spring. The  
development will meet Building with Nature and 
Building for Life 12 standards, with a focus on  
nature and sustainability.  Following a  
consultation event at Stroud Brewery in  
December, proposals can be seen at the council 
offices at Ebley Mill, and on the council website. 
Public comments are invited until January 17th. 
 

Planning permission has been given for Forest 
Green Rovers’ new stadium near Junction 13 
on the M5. The wooden structure designed by 
Zaha Hadid Architects will be a dramatic new 
feature on the approach to Stroud. Permission 
was also given for the replacement of the current 
FGR stadium, at the top of Nailsworth, by a  
development of up to 95 dwellings. 
 

Stroudfunder: SDC's crowdfunding scheme’s 
first batch of projects are now inviting donations, 
including BATCOM, the new community compost 
scheme in Brimscombe; Stroud Library of Things 
Tool Share; and  the Night Angels of Gloucester-
shire for women's safety - with SDC financial 
support; a second round will be open in early 
2025. www.spacehive.com/movement/stroud 
 

SDC Committee Positions: I will be taking 
over as Chair of the Community Services and  
Licensing Committee, starting in January, and 
leaving Development Control (planning). I will 
remain on Environment. 
 

As always, please contact me about any  
district council matters: Martin Brown, 

cllr.martin.brown@stroud.gov.uk &  
01452 770878 

EASTCOMBE PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 

Wrap around care club had 
great fun after school  
preparing, making and eating a 
fruit Christmas tree! 
 

D & T - Mechanical  
systems: Making a  
slingshot car: We have some 
budding engineers and design-
ers in Hedgehog class.   
Children thought about air resistance and came 
up with amazing car designs! 
 

Learning beyond the classroom: Recently, Squirrel 
class had a fantastic trip to the 
Cotswold Motoring Museum in 
Bourton-on-the-Water as part of 
their History curriculum. They 
had a workshop about transport 
and made a timeline showing 
how transport had changed with 

the opportunity to see if they could make a cotton reel 
move using cocktail sticks, an elastic band and  
plasticine; tricky but with a bit of resilience and  
collaboration they were successful. After lunch the class 
looked around the museum, which included the chance 
to sit in a very old car!  Learning beyond the classroom 
is a strength of our school and we are proud to take our 
children on school trips - well done Squirrel class! 
 
 

WISHING EVERYONE A HAPPY AND HEALTHY 
NEW YEAR! 

LUNCH  
on the 

HILL 
 

A wonderful 
Christmas 

lunch was enjoyed by ‘Lunch on the Hill’ guests 
on 13th December at France Lynch Church 

Rooms.   
 

The meal was followed by entertainment from 
local sea shanty group ‘Third Cousins’ - all  

wearing their Christmas hats! 
 

New members are always welcome at the  
monthly meals.  

See poster on Page 7 for details. 
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Eastcombe Baptist Chapel 
 

A service is held on Sunday mornings, at 10:30am at the 
chapel in Dr Crouch’s Road, Eastcombe. 

St Michael’s & All Angels, Bussage 
 

Visitors are always welcome. Services this 
month are: 
 

 January 12th: Holy Communion, 
9.30am 

 January 19th: Morning Prayer, 
9.30am  

 January 19th: Cafe Church,  
 Eastcombe Village Hall, 2.30pm (see 

poster below) 
 

On the other Sundays there are services in 
different parts of the Benefice.   

 

See www.bisleybenefice.org.uk or join our 
mailing list: pewslipsbisley@hotmail.com. 

 

For weddings, funerals & baptisms, contact 
Revd. Sue Murray:  

vicar@bisleybenefice.org.uk 

EASTCOMBE VILLAGE GROUP (EVG) 
 

Eastcombe Christmas Lights: Thank you to everyone who  
contributed to this community event, especially the ESA and  
Eastcombe Primary School. The tree brings a sense of joy and 
magic to Eastcombe at Christmas.  Although the weather was not 
our friend that night, being wet and chilly, the Hilltop Band and the 
Shanty Singers gave an impromptu concert of festive songs  
afterwards at the Lamb Inn, which was enjoyed by many. 
 

Village Quiz: Saturday 1st February, 7pm, at 
Eastcombe Village Hall. £7.50 per person, 
teams of up to 6, includes a ploughman’s buffet 
(bring your own drinks). 
 

Spring Supper at The Lamb Inn: We are  
planning a village meal at the Lamb, probably in 
April. Watch out for details. 
 
 

Next Meeting: Monday 13 January, 7.30pm, Eastcombe  
Village Hall Annex. All are welcome to share their ideas and we 
will discuss details of the events in 2025. 
 

Peter Scott: peterhscott@btinternet.com  
 

To join the EVG mailing list, email csissons52@gmail.com.    
 

Follow Eastcombe Village Group on Facebook. 
 

EASTCOMBE CINEMA 
 

Saturday 25th January 
Eastcombe Village Hall 

7:30pm 
 

To start the New Year positively, we 
will be showing the classic romantic 

film, A Room with a View. 
 

The performances - particularly by 
Maggie Smith, Helena Bonham 
Carter and Denholm Elliot - are  
superbly wrought in this tale of  

conflicting cultures, embattled sexes 
and changing values. 

 

We are hoping to establish more 
flexible and appealing arrangements 
for films in 2025. Further details will 
be provided on 25th January. We will  
need strong community support for 

this to be successful. 
 
 

Screen on the Green Team 

Happy 2025 from  
THE LITTLE FREE ART GALLERY, BUSSAGE! 

 

January is often associated with the blues but it’s a well-known and 
scientifically proven fact that fresh air and walking as well as colour 
and creativity are mood-boosters … and even better if they are free!  

 

So why not make it one of your New Year intentions to take a stroll 
and come and find us down this beautiful lane on the hilltop? 

 

The invitation to everyone in the community is to: 
 

Take a piece of art 
Leave a piece of art 

Or just take a look around! 
 

The #littlefreeartgallerybussage can be found on 
The Avenue, Bussage, off Cowswell Lane GL6 8AT. 

What3words ///dates.barn.hawks 
 

And if you are a local artist, craftsperson, maker or 
photographer we’d love to exhibit a piece by you! 

 
 

Please continue to spread the word and we look 
forward to seeing you in 2025! 

Eastcombe Footpath Group Needs YOU! 
 

Never free in the week?  You can still help! 
 
 

From January 2025, Eastcombe Footpath Group will 
meet once a month at 10.30am on the 3rd Saturday of 
the month, especially for those too busy to help during 

the week.   
 

Get out, explore the countryside and get to 
know the paths in and around Eastcombe.  

Everyone is welcome – all you need are some 
shears, gloves and maybe some money for a 

drink at the Lamb Inn afterwards. 
 

For more details contact  
07821 806724. 
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   CAROL’S COOKERY CORNER:  
 

PEA & MINT DIP 
 

This dip works well with bread sticks, flat breads or 
sticks of raw vegetables.  It’s also good spread on toast 

and topped with mackerel fillets.  
 
 

INGREDIENTS: 
 

 150g frozen petits pois 
 400g tin chick peas, drained 
 Half a garlic clove, crushed 
 Juice of a small lemon 
 A small bunch of mint leaves, 

chopped 
 2 tablespoons mayonnaise 
 3 tablespoons crème fraiche 
 Salt & freshly ground black pepper 
 
 

METHOD: 
 

1. Add the petits pois to a pan of boiling, salted water. Boil for 4 
minutes, then drain. Run under cold water, drain again and place 
on kitchen paper to dry.  

2. Spoon the chick peas into a food processor and add the garlic, 
lemon juice, mint, mayonnaise, crème fraiche and the cooked 
peas. Season with salt and pepper, then whizz until blended and 
fairly smooth.  

3. Spoon into a small bowl and serve with sticks of raw vegetables 
or anything else you fancy.  

BISLEY-with-LYPIATT TWINNING ASSOCIATION 
 

A big thank you all who attended a successful Curry+Quiz 
in November at Oakridge Village Hall. The funds raised 
will subsidize the cost of next Spring’s long weekend at 
our twinned village of Plessala, Brittany. 

 

The Association is inclusive and the trip is open to  
everyone.  Accommodation in France will be provided 
free of charge at the homes of members of the French 
twinning association (Comite du Jumelage), with all 

outings and social events during the weekend at no cost to us. 
 

Next year will be the 33rd year of the twinning between the villages. 
Whether you have been to Plessala numerous times or this will be 
your first time, you can be sure of a hearty welcome. Speaking 
French isn’t obligatory: many Plessaliens are happy to try out their 
English.  Failing that, multi-lingual charades generally works. 
 

We will leave Thomas Keble School late afternoon on Thursday 29th 
May, catching the overnight ferry to Cherbourg. On Friday, we will 
take a leisurely drive to Plessala, stopping for breakfast and lunch, 
and to buy French goodies, arriving in Plessala in the afternoon.       
 

The weekend will include at least one communal trip with our French 
hosts to a beauty spot in Brittany, normally a village dinner/dance on 
the Saturday night and there will be time to explore the area with 
our French hosts in small groups on Sunday. 
 

The coach will leave Plessala on the morning of 2nd June, arriving 
back in Eastcombe on Monday evening. 
 

Costs are not yet confirmed—the more people, the less the cost per 
person for coach and ferry. There will be a substantial contribution 
from funds raised in social events over the year.  At present, 20  
people have registered an interest in coming; if you feel tempted to 
join us on the trip, please contact any of us for more details: 
 

Paul Hunt:  paul@selsleyfoods.com or phone 07814-621700 
Ali Swinburne:  ali.swinburne@gmail.com or phone 07710-710227 
John Hughes:  mail@jmhughes.plus.com or phone 07810-123511 
 
 

Read more about the Association at: www.bisleytwinning.org.uk 

WONDERFUL 
WREATHS 

 

On 30th November, 
the Eastcombe 
School Association (ESA) ran a  
fantastic wreath making workshop. 
 

We arrived at the village hall to the 
wonderful aromas of mulled wine, 
pine and oranges - Christmas 
scents to inspire us all. The wreath 
making was patiently guided by 
Steph, and we were all delighted 
with our results. Each wreath was 
unique and fabulous; there were 
some well-dressed front doors 
over the festive period!   
 

Thanks to the ESA for this  
successful event, raising £300 for 
Eastcombe Primary School.   
Another workshop is planned for 
next Christmas, watch out for the 
date.  Everyone welcome! 

THANK YOU from  
BISLEY MARKET 

 

Happy new year and thank 
you for supporting the  
Bisley Market in 2024.  £695 was 
raised, covering the raffle and the 
collection for Coppafeel.  
 

We will be back on 23rd March, at 
Bisley Village Hall for a pre-
Mothers Day shopping experience. 
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farewell@thomaskeble.gloucs.sch.uk 

TRY  
SOMETHING 
NEW in 2025! 

Advance notice 
of some  

February Fun… 
 

* Saturday 1st February:  
Eastcombe Fun Quiz, 

7pm, Eastcombe Village Hall 
 

* Sunday 2nd February:  
Ragged & Old Morris Dancing 

Workshop, 10am-1pm, 
Bussage Village Hall.  See 

www.raggedandold.com for 
more details. 

 

* Saturday 8th February:  
Eastcombe & Bismore Local  

History Group present A Social 
Spring Slideshow, 2pm,  

Eastcombe Village Hall.   

FIVE VALLEYS 
FOLK 

 

Once a month, come along 
to the Lamb Inn, Eastcombe, and 

listen to the Five Valleys Session (or 
join in if you can play an instru-

ment!) - uplifting folk tunes to get 
your feet tapping while you have a 

glass of something tasty! 
 

This talented group of folk musi-
cians can be found entertaining the 
locals at The Lamb Inn, Eastcombe, 

and it’s well worth going along! 
 

You’ll find The Five Valleys Session 
at The Lamb Inn on the 2nd Friday 

of each month, from 3.30-6pm.  

 

infochalfordssc@gmail.com 
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NAME THAT VIEW!   

 
 
 

 

December’s photo was of 
the gate to Frith Wood, 
near Tanglewood Way. 

 

January’s photo is again  
taken in or around the 3  

villages. 
 

Can you identify its  
location? 

 

The answer will be revealed 
in the February issue. 

How well do you know our villages? 

VILLAGE HISTORIES... NEW YEAR PARTIES! 
 

January was party time for the children of Eastcombe, a  
tradition that continued for many years.   

Phyllis Gaston, in her memoir of Eastcombe life in the 1930s 
and 40s, remembers: 

 

‘On the first Saturday in January the 
WI gave a party for all the village 
children, in the Church Hall. There 
were presents (and prizes if you 

won a game) and, as Father Christ-
mas was still around, he gave them 

out. As you left you were given a bag 
of sweets and an orange. Today these may not sound very much, 
but to us kids in days of few luxuries, they were very welcome. 

 

The last Saturday in January saw another party – this time our 
Sunday School party. It took place in the Church Hall and was one 
of our highlights [of the year]. Jelly and blancmange, sandwiches 

(most likely to be made with paste) and cream buns were provided 
by a group of parents, Mum included, with the usual crackers.  

 

We played games such as Pass the Parcel, Here We Come  
Gathering Nuts in May, and Musical Chairs. Then we were each 
given a present and prizes were dispensed, mainly for regular  

attendance at Sunday School.  
 

Your first prize was a prayer 
book, the next year a Bible, 
and after that it was a book 

of your choice. Sister  
Perpetua acquired the prizes 
and presents and they were 

good ones, but where she got 
the funds from we never 

knew. It was noted that just 
before Christmas, Sunday 

School numbers would  
increase and then fall away a 

bit after the party.’ 
 
 

To read more of Phyllis Gaston’s memoirs & find out more 
about the history of Eastcombe & Bismore, visit: 

www.eastcombearchive.org.uk 

WHAT’S ON in JANUARY? 
7 Jan: Longfield Christmas Tree  
Recycling Scheme registration closes 
8 Jan: Bisley-with-Lypiatt PC  
meeting, Bisley Village Hall, 7.30pm 
13 Jan: EVG meeting, 7.30pm,  
Eastcombe Village Hall annex 
19 Jan: Hilltop Café Church, 2.30pm, 
Eastcombe Village Hall 

17 JANUARY: DEADLINE FOR 
FEBRUARY NEWSLETTER 

25 Jan: Eastcombe Cinema,  
Eastcombe Village Hall, 7:30pm 
31 Jan: Deadline for memories of 
Thomas Keble & Manor Schools,  
applications for Stroud Rotary  
Community Awards & applications for 
Chalford Parish Council grants 

 

IT’S LESS FUSS to TAKE THE 
BUS! 

 

Don’t forget that you can now use the bus 
to get to and from Stroud (and all points  
in-between) on Friday and Saturday evenings—for only £2!   

 

Click here to see the 67 timetable: or visit  
 

www.stagecoachbus.com/plan-a-journey 

Sunday School Parties 1965 - 68 

1945 Party, Eastcombe WI Hut 

Sunday School Party, 1970 


