To receive a FREE dlgltal copy every month
contact eastcombebandbnews@gmail.com.

Printed copies, 60p each, from Eastcombe Stores,
Frith Community Café & Chalford Parish Centre.
Please send items for the October issue to
eastcombenewsletter@btinternet.com
by NOON on 17th September.

A WARM & WONDERFUL WINE WALK!

Eastcombe’s sold out Wine Walk on July 28th saw 100 hilltop
residents, wine vouchers in hand, set out for a flavoursome tour of the
village. A hot and sunny day meant guests were able to make full use
of the host’s gardens (many with lovely views!), as they enjoyed wines

from five different countries at various points around the village.

A huge THANK YOU to the five hosts, to the Eastcombe Village
Group for organising the event—and to all those who bought tickets
and made it such a fun evening.

pat S

Hilltop Gardening Club

Autumn Show

Sat. 7th September 24
EASTCOMBE VILLAGE HALL

Opens 2.30pm

General Admission £1
FREE for exhibitors & children

Presentation of trophies 3pm

Tea & Cakes!

New-to-Eastcombe Coffee Morning B {3 GE facebook
¥ a Are you new/newish to the village?
Q \fé Would you like to meet other hewcomers (as Bm
) :D well as some of us who have been around a while!)?
ol Come along to The Lamb Inn on v NT
Saturday 14" September, from 10.30 to 11.30am.
There will be coffee and home-made cake, plus the opportunity to ’
find out more about the many village activities. Did you know that ‘
we have our own shanty group, newsletter, gardening club, café
church, ladies walking group, local hlstory group and more!
Eastcombe is a great place to live and we'd love to welcome you —
come along and say hello!
For more details, contact Chris Sissons csissons52@gmail.com

Saturday 21st & Sunday 22nd
1pm until 4pm
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BISLEY-WITH-LYPIATT PARISH COUNCIL NEWS www.bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk/
Contact admin@bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk

Eastcombe Recreatlon Ground 3 — 7 year old Play Space is now
open! On Friday 9™ August, members of the Parish Council, together with
Richard Nightingale from Kier and Leighton Pace from Exterior :
Architecture, opened the new younger persons play area at Eastcombe
Recreation Ground. After many months of planning, consulting, applying
for grants, purchasing equipment, and finally installing, the new space is
now ready for use. Once again our thanks go to everyone involved in
achieving the creation of this space. A special thanks this month to Vic and
Alistair who helped with the installation of the ‘loggery’.

Please let us know what you think of the space and if we should be
looking to improve the rest of the play area/equipment on the Recreation
Ground. Contact the Clerk (admin@bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk) or any Richard Nightingale (Kier) & Leighton
Eastcombe Councillor (details on the website) with your opinion. Pace (Exterior Architecture)

Meeting with Chalford PC — At the end of July, members of the Parish Council met with their opposite
numbers from Chalford PC in the first of what will hopefully be regular sessions between the two councils to
identify issues that would benefit from joint working and discussion going forwards, e.g. Neighbourhood
Plans, speed awareness, highway improvements, footpaths, biodiversity, County Council engagement etc.
Several useful ideas were discussed and follow up actions agreed which we will detail as they happen.

Manor Farm Footpath — Wider Access: This was the first action agreed between the two parish councils
at the meeting above and involves the footpath between Manor Farm and Bussage. Discussions were held
between representatives of the two parishes along with the owner of Manor Farm as there is an entrance to
this property adjacent. It was agreed that the gate to the footpath by Manor Farm should be removed imme-
diately so that the path is more easily accessed by mobility scooters and larger push chairs. There was a
concern that removing this gate will lead to motorbikes or other small vehicles using the path, so the usage
will be monitored. If you see unauthorised vehicles using this path, please contact either of the Parish Clerks.

Recreation Ground — Vandalism & Anti-Social Behaviour: Unfortunately, this is still going on and we
are now in the process of obtaining quotes from various contractors to remove the lower branches from the
overhanging trees. Although this is not a solution which we like, similar action was taken in Bisley which
proved effective in stopping these types of incidents. On the plus side, we will use the chippings from the

Mike Eccott, Emma Hammond & Colin
Clifton of B-w-L Parish Council;

branches to enhance the play area on the Recreation Ground.
Next Meeting: Bisley Village Hall on Wednesday September 4%, at 7.30pm. All are welcome.

BISLEY-WITH-LYPIATT
TWINNING ASSOCIATION

Due to an
unfortunate
clash of dates,
we had to
postpone this
September’s trip
to Plessala. We
now plan to go
in May 2025. ‘ _
The membership e o

is being consulted on 3 dates suggested by our

French friends. If you think you might be
interested in coming along to Brittany, please
contact John Hughes.

In the meantime, we are planning a

couple of social events.
Curry + Quiz returns on Saturday
9" November at Oakridge Village
Hall. The format will be as previous y
years and Gaza Westfall, our quizmaster
last year, has kindly agreed to do the honours
again, and has already got this year’s quiz ready!
Please make a note your diaries for what promises
to be another enjoyable bash, at a time when we
might need a bit of pre-Christmas cheering up.

Contact details:

John Hughes: mail@jmhughes.plus.com or
07810 123511
Paul Hunt: paulhunt284@gmail.com or
07814 621700.

ChalCAN

[CAN
Stuff your ceilings! ChalCAN are
relaunching The Insulation Project to help everyone
have a warmer, more energy-efficient home this winter.
If you want to save a lot of money (and the planet) it
all starts with a home heat loss survey. We're giving
away our first 10 home insulation surveys for free —

= | email info@chalcan.org.uk!

Bicycles on the green: ChalCAN held its 2nd e-bike
fair at Chalford Community Market on 4 August. Over a
dozen e-bikes were available for test drives and Q&A

= | with their owners — including two Benno bikes now

available for short or long term rental from Transition
Stroud and The Bike Drop. It didn't rain. Everyone had
a lovely time. Nobody fell off. Success!

Tickets now available for ‘Entangled Life’ with
Merlin Sheldrake. Wednesday 13th November,
7.30pm, Thomas Keble School: Tickets available
online here

Biologist and ecologist Merlin Sheldrake is author of the
prize-winning book Entangled Life. Hear how fungi live
in a hidden but massively diverse kingdom which
supports and sustains nearly all living systems. Find out
how fungi can change our minds, heal our bodies, and
help us avoid environmental disaster. We'll show
excerpts from Merlin's film Fungi: Web of Life, narrated
by Bjork, and there will be plenty of opportunities to
ask Merlin everything you have ever wanted to know
about mushrooms. Bring your copies of Entangled

Life for Merlin to sign!

www.chalcan.org.uk | Facebook | Instagram
Send us your updates at info@chalcan.org.uk
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CHALFORD PARISH COUNCIL NEWS
Chalford Parish Centre, 50 Geralds Way, Chalford, GI6 8F]; 01453 887204

Chalford
Parish Council
info@chalford-glos.gov.uk www.chalford-glos.gov.uk. Facebook.

Food Table Donation: The food table at our Parish Council office is a lifeline to several people in our
parish. With no grant funding available for this, we rely totally on donations. Tesco is fabulous and support
us whenever they can. In addition, we have just received a very generous donation to ensure this great
facility can continue for the next 12 months at the very least. Thank you to our donor.

Coppice Hill Car Park: In 2018 Chalford Parish Council decided to pursue adverse possession of the area of
land known as ‘Coppice Hill Car Park’. We took this decision as we were advised that this land was unregis-
tered and not owned or managed by any authority. Earlier this year, we made further investigations into the
ownership of this land, as a result of which it has been confirmed that the surface of the land is part of the
highway under the jurisdiction of Gloucestershire County Council (as the Highway Authority). Chalford Parish
Council will therefore no longer continue to pursue adverse possession of the land. Any queries about the
Coppice Hill Car Park should be directed to Highways Customer Service highways@gloucestershire.gov.uk

Health Walks: Take a walk through our beautiful parish, a distance of 1.5 miles. A great free fortnightly
event, starting at 10am from Frithwood surgery. Enjoy some refreshments and a social chat afterwards.
Upcoming dates are; 4™ and 18" September. No need to book, just come and join in. See poster below.

Keeping the Parish Safe & Clean: Please refrain from putting posters up on areas other than our
noticeboards and ensure you remove them once the event is over. Please be considerate when parking to
avoid blocking sightlines and churning up green verges with heavy tyre tracks. Also, as ever, the Dog Poo
Fairy does not exist — please pick up after your pets.

We've gone yellow! At the end of June the Footpath Group posted a survey
online, on noticeboards, and at entrances to playing fields to gather opinions on
painting playing field metal barriers yellow. Yellow is the recommended colour to
aid visibility for visually impaired people. Since we got no responses, we decided
there were no strong feelings either way, so went ahead with the yellow paint. The
photo shows the painted barrier (and signpost waiting for its sign to be put back
when the paint has dried) at the Youth Centre entrance to Bussage Playing Field. P BN
There are more barriers to paint when we get back after our summer break. g z

BUSSAGE PRIMARY SCHOOL LADIES CLOTHING SALE
At the end of the summer term we for LONGFIELD

said “Goodbye” to Andrew Ferguson Friday 27th September

who has been the Head at Bussage for - .
16 years. There was a special assembly Bmleg;’g:::"%%?nl'la"r

on the final Wednesday of term, but
Andy also attended the Year 6 leavers A pre-loved quality ladies
clothing sale to raise funds for

assembly on last day of term. We say a
Longfield, our local hospice

huge THANK YOU' to Andy for his years
DONATIONS WELCOME!

of dedication and leadership of the
school and wish him well for the future.
Please contact [ wwivwan!
: L Yok
Olive Turner: & "™
01452 770283 “—

Fortunately, in September, Zoe White
»I

(previously Deputy Head, then Co-Head)
will become the full-time Head. We wish
her luck and know she will continue to
make the school the best for the children,
staff and parents.

We have lots of new children joining

Prithwood Surgery

Bussage School this coming term, and Patient

not just in reception. At the time of writing, Ié%'gchcgpanon NEW
there are only a few places left for the AR
current academic year (one space in Y5 ‘ ol # | Needtolose weignw sdidiae i B
and a few in Y3 and R). If you are looking o Recovering from an liness? SIS FOTEEEE
for a school place for your child, please contact us on 01453 883 205 Just need to get out and N o
for more information and to arrange a visit. ~Eh
Our Annual Bear Hunt is planned for the weekend of 21st & 22nd

September, 1-4pm. We'd love to see you if you can make it. zzgornmt:(mu; .

A new Bussage School website will be live in September with lots 03/04/2024 and every alternate

of great pictures and all the information you need about the school. Wednesday Sl

Whilst we hope we've covered everything on the new site, if there is At 10:00am from Frithwood

some information you can't find, please do let us know. daitd

Hall Lettings - Did you know that our school hall is available for et

hire? It's a great place to use for clubs, choirs, meetings - even If you are in need of exercise and

company do come along. All

children’s parties. There are opportunities for its use on evenings and st d
weekends. Please contact the school office for more information

Registration forms at reception or

about cost and availability. sign up on the day
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DISTRICT COUNCIL NEWS

Brimscombe Port: The Council continues to work with St Modwen Homes and aims to conclude
contractual negotiations by the autumn with a public consultation expected later in the year. Council Leader
Catherine Braun says, “We appreciate that many of those in surrounding communities have been waiting for
this project to come to fruition. Given the financial challenges experienced in the construction sector over the
past 2 years, I am pleased that we have been able to reach this point, and we look forward to seeing much-
needed new homes and a new community at this site.”

Stratford Park Leisure Centre and Lido Improvements: £2.7m will be invested in a 5 year programme
of essential repairs and improvements to the 1975 centre and 1936 outdoor pool, which return to SDC
management later this year, to ensure they continue to serve the community for years to come.

Fromebridge Biodiversity Project: A new wetland area is being created to attract wildlife and boost
tourism as part of the Cotswold Canals Connected project. The wetland site, between the Stroudwater Canal
and River Frome, will provide new feeding grounds for migratory birds, and a bird hide and accessible tow-
path so that everyone can get closer to nature, enjoy the tranquillity of the canal and explore its heritage.

Ghost Hunters: Part of the Stonehouse Walking Festival, this family-friendly event is designed for children
of primary school age, but will be enjoyed by everyone. Various times on 7 & 8 September, from 11am
to 2.30pm, are available, but places are limited; please book your free tickets via the link on the SDC
website. The towpath is a wide flat surface and guests with mobility issues/disabilities are welcome.

Please contact me about any District Council matters:
Martin Brown,cllr.martin.brown@stroud.gov.uk

HILLTOP GARDENING CLUB

www.hilltopgardening club.org.uk

In August, Hilltop Gardening Club members enjoyed
afternoon tea in a stunning local garden, hosted by Marion

and Robert Bryant. In a rather mixed summer, we all

appreciated that on the day the sun shone, rather than the Autumn Show
cool, wet weather of the day before and after!
Members were keen to discuss the design and maintenance of Sat. 7th September ’24

P PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SHOW!

illtop Gardening C1

such a beautiful garden, and appreciated Robert’s guided
tour. The Hydrangeas ‘Annabelle’ were much admired, and EASTCOMBE VILLAGE HALL
flamboyant Cannas provided strong ornamental interest, Opens 2.30pm
adding an exotic flavour. Of particular note was the green-
house, containing attractive and productive tomato plants. Free('i;:::;;li:?t':::sg’ghﬁlldren
Marion and Pam Perry served tea and delicious cakes all R otey Forass & Sohiodnlos avallable fron:
afternoon. All in all, a delightful August afternoon! Eastcombe Stores, The Lamb Inn, Head First Hair &
We hold our Autumn Show and Seed Swap on "““"Fi::"';“if:;i‘::“é?ufxf:lf:g;'e:‘:fg; frens
Saturday 7" September, starting at 2:30pm in 56 devviiload Trem the NOC website
Eastcombe Village Hall.
*CLICK HERE FOR THE SCHEDULE* it :;;*:;;s_ﬁ;z;::;;;g;;:g;' T

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SHOW!
Bakers, jam makers, flower growers and picture
takers—there’s a class for everyone. Enter a class Tea & Cakes available
& help to keep the show alive! 5%,  Enquiriest Jane Randall 07771 284159
Schedules & entry forms from Eastcombe Stores, the | |:< ‘,;;j&%% or Pam Meecham 07584 560130
Lamb Inn & more—see poster/our website for details. | | > www.hilltopgardeningclub.org.uk

Presentation of Trophies at 3.30pm

FRUITS OF OUR LABOURS! *

Even in a difficult growing year like this, many gardeners end up with a sudden glut of produce. A~
Rather than leaving fruit to rot on the ground or consigning 'gone-over' veg to the compost heap,
here are a few suggestions for making use of your surplus:

« Fill your freezer: Veg such as runner beans is easy to freeze, and fruit can be stewed then frozen. Better
still, make your favourite recipe then freeze it - chocolate courgette cake is a favourite in our house and
freezes really well.

» Preserve & conserve: If your freezer is full, jams and pickles are a great way to use up produce (and
make excellent presents). Why not enter a jar in the Hilltop Autumn show on 7" September? Your  pro-
duce could be a prize winner!

o Easy squeezy: If you have too many apples, consider juicing them — fresh juice stores for 2-3 days in the
fridge or longer in the freezer.

o Pass it on: Sharing the fruits of our labours is perhaps the nicest thing of all. Offer items to friends and
neighbours, or leave a box of produce outside your house. Eastcombe allotments have a 'sharing wall' by
the gate at the crossroads, while The Long Table in Brimscombe have a produce sharing scheme for all to
use - much more satisfying than adding it all to the compost heap!

4 The Eastcombe Gardener


https://www.stroud.gov.uk/events/ghost-hunters-a-cotswold-canals-connected-event/
mailto:cllr.martin.brown@stroud.gov.uk
file:///C:/Users/mcalv/AppData/Local/Temp/pid-7900/www.hilltopgardening%20club.org.uk
https://irp.cdn-website.com/3fd63488/files/uploaded/2024_Full_Schedule.pdf
https://www.hilltopgardeningclub.org.uk/

Eastcombe Baptist Chapel St Michael’s = All Angels, Bussage

A service is held on Sunday mornings, at 10:30am at the Visitors are always welcome. Services this month:

eptember 15th: Morning Prayer, 9.30am
EASTCOMBE VILLAGE GROUP (EVG) September 15th: Hilltop Cafe Church,
Wine Walk: The enthusiastic response to this year’s 2.30pm (see pos_ter) .
Wine Walk has been really rewarding. We were fortunate ~ SePtember 29th: Holy Communion, 9.30am
with the weather and our hosts put on a terrific show. On other Sundays there are services in different
Thank you to all of those involved. We are pleased to parts of the Benefice. For details, see
report that we made over £495, which we will use to help  www.bisleybenefice.org.uk, or join our mailing
fund future events and to support local projects. list: pewslipsbisley@hotmail.com.

New to Eastcombe Coffee Morning: Saturday 14th For weddings, funerals & baptisms, contact Revd.
September, 10.30-11.30am: With help from Sarah at Sue Murray: vicar@bisleybenefice.org.uk
The Lamb Inn, we will be offering coffee and cake to

newcomers, so they can meet others and find out more \ - = 7
about the activities and groups here in this special village. Glorious Gloucestershire
Glorious Gloucestgrshireg an e\tr’ening with Mark Saturday 26th October at 7pm af
Cummings: Saturday 26th October, 7pm i

Eastcombe Village Hall: The well-known pr’esenter from Eastcombe V“Iage Hall
Radio Gloucestershire has recently written a book about Join us for an evening with

our amazing county and he will be sharing stories and Mark Cummings, the popular K
anecdotes with us. More details right. (= | 5di0 personality from Radio

Next meetinfg: Monday 2nd September, 7.30pm in Gloucestershire.

the annex of Eastcombe Village Hall. All welcome, : ;

please come along to discuss ideas for future events. Mark will talk about his new

book of stories,
and the sights and sounds of
our fabulous county.

Tickets £17.50 each:
includes a glass of wine from

Peter Scott: peterhscott@btinternet.com
To join the EVG mailing list, email csissons52@gmail.com
Follow Eastcombe Village Group on Facebook.

Woodchester Valley Vineyard
and local cheeses from
Jonathan Crump.

PLEASE PICK IT UP!

Most of us love dogs—they're clever, THE POO
good company, some can even do tricks! FA' RY

HOWEVER - they can NOT pick up DOESN' Ve e Tickets on sale from Monday 9th

their own poo— & there is no poo fairy September at Eastcombe Stores.
to do it either (no matter how magical it \_mw
might be to live round here!). PICK UP AFTER Profits will go towards the next phase of
PLEASE owners, pick up after YOUR DOG the children’s play area at Eastcombe
your dogs! Recreation Ground.

As the children return to school, some ideas to
HELP YOUR CHILD WITH MATHS (& keep your own brain actinve, too!)

Like it or loathe it, maths is important, and it will really help your child if they are
confident — and quick — with the basic skills. Learning isn’t just for school, either—try
practising in the car, out & about, even while waiting for your meal in a restaurant.
Below are some ideas for ‘on the go’ practising:

e Ask your child to chant their times tables (2 x 2 /s 4, 3 x 2 is 6 etc), plus the 45 x times table (angles) to
360, the 20 x & the 25 x table to 100 etc. The car is the ideal place to practise!

e Learn number facts: e.g. number bonds to 10, 20 & 100, common squares & square roots, doubling &
halving. Make it a game, perhaps with small rewards - ask quick fire questions to earn a treat!

o Encourage your child to think backwards and forwards: e.g. if 7 x 8 = 56, then 56 ~ by 7 = 8, & 56 +
by 8 = 7. Ask 'What if...?" questions to help your child think about different ways to work things out.

e Speak to your child using mathematical terms - lessons & tests use specific language.

e Help your child to use equivalent fractions, decimals and percentages. Take them shopping and
ask them to work out the reduction on sale items!

e Use a pack of cards to practise addition and subtraction: deal out 5 cards and ask your child to add
them up as fast as they can. Which order makes it easier to add them (e.g. 8+2=10, 10+10=20). Ask
them to subtract the smallest number from the largest, and so on.

o When out and about, ask your child to add together all the numbers from the nhumber plate of the car in
front, or work out distances & travel times using road signs & the car speedometer. E.g. If we are
travelling 60 miles at 60 miles per hour, how long will it take to get there?

Most of all, HAVE FUN & enjoy your learning!
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CAROL’S COOKERY CORNER:

LEMON & PEA RISOTTO

Surprisingly refreshing and delicious. The recipe
can seem a bit complicated the first time you make
it, but it’s worth it. Inexpensive, too. Serves 4.

INGREDIENTS: rdaz
« 200g arborio risotto rice g
e 4009 frozen peas

o 850ml chicken or vegetable
stock (made with 2 stock cubes)
50g butter

1 clove of garlic, finely chopped
1 lemon

50g Parmesan cheese, finely
grated.

1 tablespoon lemon thyme or rosemary, roughly chopped

METHOD:

1. Grate the outside of the lemon to get the zest. Squeeze the
juice of half the lemon, then cut the rest into wedges.

2. Make the stock and pIace in @ small pan on the lowest heat.

3. Melt half the butter in a deep frying or sauté pan. Add the
garlic and most of the grated lemon zest. Cook gently for a
few minutes.

4. Add the rice, then add the stock a ladle at a time, stirring
continuously. This stage takes 15 minutes and a lot of stirring
until the rice has absorbed all the stock & is soft and tender.

5. Meanwhile, bring a small pan of water to the boil and cook
the frozen peas for 4 minutes. Drain.

6. Transfer half the peas to a bowl and mash with a fork. Add
the lemon juice and the whole peas. Put to one side.

7.When the rice is cooked, stir in the peas and pea puree, the
remaining butter, most of the cheese and the lemon thyme.

8. Spoon the risotto into bowls and top with the remaining
cheese and the grated lemon zest. Serve with the lemon

EASTCOMBE
SCREEN ON THE GREEN

. THE FALL GUY
Starring: Ryan Gosling, [~

Emily Blunt, Aaron
Taylor-Johnson

Fresh from an almost
career-ending accident, a
" stuntman has to track down ESEE
a missing movie star, solve a
i consplracy and win back the love of hIS >

wedges.

France Lynch Church Rooms

We're very excited to announce that
we are now an official National
Theatre Live screening venue. We
will be showing a series of amazing plays
over the next year.

Want to see top quality theatre without
the hassle of travelling to London?

Check out our Hall on the Hill Facebook
page for details of our next screening:
Noel Coward’s Present Laughter on

15th September.

TOHOPEANDACT]| |,
WITH CREATION 2.
SEASON OF CREATION 2024 2
The firstfruits of hope 5.
(Rom 8:19-25) 6.
Y 7.
me a blast...’

8.
9.

10

-
N =

Learnlng from the
animals
Fri 27-Sun 29 Sept 2024

band? Mungo Jerry

Monastery of Our Lady & St Bernard Summer Bay

For more information see:

www.bernardine.org/brownshill-programme

SUMMER QUIZ: ANSWERS

Which British seaside attraction is 158 metres tall? Blackpool Tower
Where is the longest pleasure pier in the UK? Southend Pier

Who had a Top 10 hit with Summer Sunshine in 2004? The Corrs
When does summer start in the northern hemisphere? 21st June

July is named after which famous historical person? Julius Caesar
What British show starts in August and ends before Christmas? X Factor
What is the 1st line of Grease's 'Summer Nights'? ‘Summer loving had

Which feast day falls on July 15th every year? Saint Swithins
Thunderstorms are most likely to hit South East England, true or false? True

. What was the name of the ITV holiday show fronted by Judith Chalmers
from 1994 to 2003? Wish You Were Here

. 'The First Day of Summer' is a public holiday in which country? Iceland

. Who is credited with saving 77 lives while working as a lifeguard at Lowell
Park, Illinois, 1926-33? Ronald Reagan

. Which singer was known as the '‘Queen of Disco'? Donna Summer

. Who fell for Marge Bouvier in a 1974 summer camp? Homer Simpson

. Which novel is told partly by its heroine Esther Summerson? Bleak House

. The ‘dog days of summer’ are named after the Dog Star. What is the other
name given to this star? Sirius

. What term is given to a period of hot weather in autumn? Indian Summer

. 'Shall I compare thee to a summer's day' is the first line of which William
Shakespeare sonnet? Sonnet 18

. When is the summer solstice in the Southern Hemisphere? December

. By what name is the character Puck also known in the play A Midsummer
Night's Dream? Robin Goodfellow

. 'In the Summertime' was a debut single and big hit for which British rock

. Name the fictional seaside town is the Australian sitcom Home and Away?
. Castel Gandolfo is famous for being whose summer residence? The Pope

. Name the city which hosted the Summer Olympics in 1988. Seoul
. What is the Italian word for Summer? Estate

6

life. What could possibly go right?

Eastcombe Village Hall
Saturday 21st September
7pm for 7.30pm
Admission: £4 per person "
Ice Creams: £2 each

ALL WELCOME' %:?
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THE COMET STONE by Nigel Calvert

Eastcombe resident Nigel Calvert has just published his debut novel:
The Comet Stone...

Every summer, sisters Tamarind and Daisy spend weeks in their grand holiday home
by the sea. The sun is hot, the sky is clear - and tempers are frayed when Tamarind
has good reason not to do what she is told.

They meet brothers Aries and Pluto and get involved in an important historical
sailboat race - to be the first to bring back the earliest and the sweetest summer
fruits. The race prize is an ancient piece of comet stone that fell to earth in a ball of
fire many years ago. The comet stone is reputed to have the ability to change the
fortune of any person that holds it. It appears to have a strange design of swans
_passing each other and, when inverted, a phoenix. The comet stone gets lost.

. .' Ky The author: / Jove stories, telling them and reading them, but I have always
) § had a profound wish to write one of m y own. Here it is, from the nutshell of an idea strong enough

il educated here. I read law at university, then Worked in my own right as a copyright lawyer. I also
make and exhibit blown glass and now I am a first time author.

Nigel Calvert
The Comet Stone is available on kindle, in print and on audio on Amazon The Comet Stone eBook : Calvert,
Nigel: Amazon.co.uk: Kindle Store

Fancy writing a review? Nigel would be delighted to supply an author’s copy should any reader like to
review the book. Contact him at nigelcalvert66@gmail.com or 07771521367.

Help to keep a

INTERESTED IN

distinctive P
tradition alive & ~5X‘ LOCAL HISTORY?
kICkII‘lgI - Join the

Eastcombe & Bismore
Local History Group

on Facebook.

Ragged & Old Morris are recruiting
dancers & musicians (women & men)
for the 2025 dancing season.

Vigorous, colourful & fun, no
experience is necessary — energy &
enthusiasm is all that's required!

Drop in to a taster session on
Wednesday September 4th or
11th, or one of our regular practices,
8-9.30pm, at Bussage Village Hall.

WHO’S WHO on tihe HILLTOP?
We asked Alan and Marion Postlethwaite...

Alan and Marion Postlethwaite have lived in Brockley Acres since 1972, making them two ‘
of the longest serving residents. i

Alan grew up in Catford and served an engineering apprenticeship in the electricity
industry. His passion of youth was to photograph the final decade of Britain’s steam
railways. Marion grew up in Hastings and worked in the Board of Trade. She was a keen
member of Eastcombe WI, becoming Secretary. She also served on the WI County
Committee as Archivist, culminating in the Centenary exhibition in Gloucester Cathedral
and a garden party at Buckingham Palace. Marion worked for the SDC at Ebley Mill, then
in the Schools Library Service at Brockworth. She is a keen craft worker and gardener.

A Project Engineer at CEGB, Barnwood, Alan worked latterly at National Power, Swindon. After taking early
retirement in 1992, he wrote nine illustrated railway books and over eighty magazine articles on railways.
Most recent is a 17-page pictorial on the Golden Valley line between Stonehouse and Sapperton tunnel. This
can be found in Issue 9 of Western Times, published by The Transport Treasury.

Alan became a Neighbourhood Engineer, bringing engineering challenges to local schools, especially Thomas
Keble, Wycliffe College and The Shrubberies. He also built six model railways which he took to shows. In
2006, he founded Eastcombe’s first model railway show in the Scout & Guide HQ. This was followed by many
more shows at Thomas Keble, organised jointly with the Scout & Guide Group and Phoenix Model Railway
Club. Thanks are due to all who supported those shows, not least Olive and Joy who ran the second hand
stall. The shows were social occasions as well as colourful displays of technology, artistry and geo-history.
Alan also organised model railway shows throughout Gloucestershire, plus one in Wantage and one at his old
school in South London. It is a great hobby.

Alan Postlethwaite


https://www.amazon.co.uk/Comet-Stone-Nigel-Calvert-ebook/dp/B0D52X5WFK/ref=sr_1_1?crid=KM89XXNMZQGJ&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.HaF-cei_Tdvr3hA5FxMPb6_hANHLRfAa5ihNWhUm-fU.-UiVMAWPirHnfiiElXvrOdOXP0aLy_7SSAA2KRy7H8A&dib_tag=se&keywords=the+comet+stone+nigel+calvert&qid=
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Comet-Stone-Nigel-Calvert-ebook/dp/B0D52X5WFK/ref=sr_1_1?crid=KM89XXNMZQGJ&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.HaF-cei_Tdvr3hA5FxMPb6_hANHLRfAa5ihNWhUm-fU.-UiVMAWPirHnfiiElXvrOdOXP0aLy_7SSAA2KRy7H8A&dib_tag=se&keywords=the+comet+stone+nigel+calvert&qid=
mailto:Nigelcalvert66@gmail.com

VILLAGE HISTORIES... This month marks 85 years since the start of
World War II—and the first mass evacuation of children from towns and cities...

We are all familiar with images of labelled children, bags in hand, boarding trains to, their parents hoped,
safe places away from the bombing of World War II, as whole schools left the cities for the countryside.

Eastcombe’s first evacuees came from Birmingham and included Derek Hyde, who, with his sister, arrived to
live with grandparents on 3rd September, the day war was declared. He recalls, 'we were the lucky ones;
many who came later did not know who they were to live with’. Derek stayed for the duration of the war,
working for Will Andrews at Sheephouse Farm and singing in the choir at St Augustine’s, but many other
evacuees drifted back to their families as 'the Phoney War' saw none of the feared bombardments take
place. By June 1940, however, the Blitz had begun, and, with it, another mass evacuation of schoolchildren.

The Stroud Journal of 7th June 1940 carried the headline 'EAST COAST CHILDREN
EVACUATED. 826 FIND HOMES IN STROUD DISTRICT'. Children between 5 and 14
years old arrived by special train, telling stories of schoolfriends injured in a recent
German plane crash at Clacton. The children were housed wherever there was room.
Everyone with a spare room was expected to take them, 'recalled Phyllis

Gaston, of Eastcombe. 'We collected our evacuee, John... [his] small pack of clothes
and a note in his gas mask. I remember the poor child... ginger haired, freckled face, :
bespectacled, frightened to death, proffering the note to my mother [ which read] 7o E t Stroud
whom it may concern. My husband and I are very grateful to you for taking John into o e ot
your household.’ Beryl Freebury’s mother, Linda Roberts, also took in evacuees. September 1939

With the children came teacher Mr Gosden and his family, who lodged with Mr and

Mrs Thurman in Jubilee — now Berwick — House in Dr Crouch’s Road, staying in the Victorian 'reading room'
endowed by Sir John Dorington. Daughter, 8 year old Joyce, remembers a large room with 3 beds at one
end, her mother cooking on a 'temperamental” Primus Stove in the porch, as well as the odd mouse or two.’
While Mr Gosden returned to Clacton, his family adapted to country life. Joyce enjoyed Eastcombe School,
especially the nature walks, but also recalls the sad day when Maurice Greenwood, son of the Lamb Inn, died
from TB aged 16. She went with the Sunday School via farm cart to the well dressing at Bisley and enjoyed
Girl Guide outings to Lypiatt to cook rabbit stew over open fires. One day, searching the village for her 4 year
old brother at tea time, Joyce found him in The Lamb Inn’s garden, happily hobnobbing with American
servicemen—who had bought him a pint! Despite the war, Joyce remembers her years in Eastcombe as a
happy time, instilling a love of the countryside that remained with her for life

In November 1941, the Stroud News published the words of an Eastcombe evacuee, who compared, the
beauty and peace of this place with the 'blitzed' town where I was a year ago. [It] encourages me to pray ..
for those ...left to hear endless sirens and gunfire ... not the pleasure of quiet country noises.

Do you remember the evacuees? If you can add to the record, please contact Muriel Brooks,
mbrooks@nlceworkuk co.uk. For more local history, visit www.eastcombearchive.org.uk.

With grateful thanks to Muriel Brooks

WHAT’S ON in SEPTEMBER?

2 Sept: EVG meeting, 7.30pm,
Eastcombe Village Hall annex

4 Sept: Bisley-with-Lypiatt PC meeting,
Bisley Village Hall, 7.30pm

4 & 11 Sept: Morris Dancing taster
sessions, 8-9.30pm, Bussage Village Hall
7 Sept: Hilltop Gardening Club Autumn
Show, 2.30pm, Eastcombe Village Hall

H lHOP [AF[ CHURCH

Chr M\‘> H[’w fhose of

all fa

+V1 SEPTEMBER 8TH 8 Sept: CSSC Rounders fundraiser,
SMM&N 15 56P+ FROM NOON 12pm, Chalford Sports & Social Club
%LJPM TR\ G, 14 Sept: New-to-Eastcombe Coffee

EASTCOMBE VILLACE AL SOCIAL CLUB Morning, 10.30am, The Lamb Inn/
GEM -- Eastcombe & Bismore Local History Group
‘A September Slideshow’, 2.30pm,
EasstgombeH\fllllag% F:‘a”Ch h, 2.30
ept: Hilltop Cafe Churc pm,
NAME THAT VIEW! How well do you | |Eastcombe Village Hall/Present

know our villages? Laughter’, France Lynch Church Rooms.

BROUGHTTO0U FROM THEPARISH Of BUSSAGE & EASTCOMBE

gi 17 SEPTEMBER: DEADLINE FOR
- August’s photo was of the entrance OCTOBER NEWSLETTER
to the Death Slide path, in Wells | | 21 Sept: Eastcombe Screen on the

Road, Eastcombe. Green, Eastcombe Village Hall, 7.30pm

September’s photo is once again | |21 & 22 Sept: Bussage Bear Hunt,
taken in or around the 3 villages. | | 1-4pm, Bussage Primary School

Can you identify its location? \z,maséngt;|||‘,ag!§%§rl]$t_hég%1sale’ Bisley W1
The answer will be revealed in the | [27-29 Sept: ‘Learning from the Animals’,
October issue. Monastery of Our Lady & St Bernard
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