
  

To receive a FREE digital copy every month,  
contact eastcombebandbnews@gmail.com.   

 

Printed copies, 60p each, from Eastcombe Stores, 
Frith Community Café & Chalford Parish Centre.   

 

Please send items for the November issue to  
eastcombenewsletter@btinternet.com  

by NOON on 17th October.   

 

FREE Digitally! 
60p 

FOLLOW US 
ON FACEBOOK 

DON’T FUSS – TAKE THE BUS! 
 

The long awaited improvements to 
Stagecoach services are finally here - 

and it’s good news for the hilltop!   
 

As of September 1st, residents can 
take advantage of several new  
services on both Friday and Saturday evenings, until late, 
as well as on Sundays – all for less than £2 each way. 
 

The improvements to the 67 service (Bussage to Cashes Green, via 
Brimscombe, Thrupp and Bowbridge) mean that the last bus to the 
hilltop on Fridays now leaves Stroud around 11.20pm, while the last 
bus from the hilltop to Stroud on a Friday leaves the hilltop around 
midnight (see timetable). 

On Saturdays, the last bus to the hilltop leaves Stroud around 
11.35pm, with the last bus to Stroud on a Saturday leaving the hilltop 
soon after midnight. 
 

Not only does this mean that you can now enjoy a night out in Stroud, 
Brimscombe, Thrupp or Bowbridge without having to drive, but  
residents of Stroud, Brimscombe etc can also come to the hilltop! 
 

The improvements, mooted some time ago, had been delayed due to a 
lack of drivers.  Now, with all the services up and running, price  
capping means that a single journey will never cost you more than £2.   
 

By travelling by bus, you are helping the planet and reducing traffic 
jams, as well as saving petrol money, the need for a designated driver 
and the hassle of walking from the car park.  Perfect for enjoying a 
relaxed evening out! 
 

So, next weekend, why not use the bus?  Use it or lose it! 
67 Bus Route & Timetable: Cashes Green - Bussage | Stagecoach 

(stagecoachbus.com) 

YOUR VILLAGE HALL NEEDS YOU!  
 

The retirement of Alex Lambert, after many years of service, 
means that Eastcombe Village Hall, which is a registered 
charity (no. 296524), urgently needs a community-minded 
person to take on the role of Chairperson of the Hall Committee.  
 

The role of Chair is not onerous.  Duties include chairing 3 meetings a 
year, preparing an annual budget, helping with the smooth running of 
the hall and supporting the hall Secretary and Treasurer.   
 

You would be part of a supportive team helping to look after a  
financially secure, much appreciated community asset, ensuring that 
Eastcombe Village Hall remains one of the best in the local area. 
 

A NEW CHAIRPERSON IS VITAL— without, Eastcombe Village 
Hall cannot continue to function as it is.  Can you help? 
 

Please contact: alex.lambert1@talktalk.net or 01453 884584 

mailto:eastcombebandbnews@gmail.com
mailto:eastcombenewsletter@btinternet.com
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100080151229836
https://www.stagecoachbus.com/routes/west/67/cashes-green-bussage/XSAO067.I
https://www.stagecoachbus.com/routes/west/67/cashes-green-bussage/XSAO067.I
https://www.stagecoachbus.com/routes/west/67/cashes-green-bussage/XSAO067.I
mailto:alex.lambert1@talktalk.net
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BISLEY-WITH-LYPIATT PARISH COUNCIL NEWS www.bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk/ 
Contact the Clerk: admin@bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk  
 

Unusually, there is not an awful lot new to report this month, so here are a few reminders of the various 
projects with which the parish council is currently involved. 
 

The Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) is making progress.  The Objectives and Draft Policies 
have been formulated and agreed by the Steering Committee.  A Draft NDP is now in preparation, and, in 
conjunction with Place Studios, we hope to have a completed document ready for submission to the vetting 
authority by Easter 2025. Full details can be found on the NDP website: 
Bisley Eastcombe Oakridge Parish | Neighbourhood Development Plan (bisleyeastcombeoakridge-
ndp2030.org.uk) 
 

Community Land Trust (CLT): Detailed talks have been held between members of the Parish Council and 
the owners of a plot of land within the parish who are keen to have it used for some form of community  
project. Subject to agreement by both parties, the next step will be to establish a formal Community Land 
Trust to progress this project. More details will be available in the coming months but we will be looking for 
volunteers who may have specialised skills to join this exciting project. To find out more about Community 
Land Trusts, please visit Community Land Trust Network | Homepage (communitylandtrusts.org.uk) 
 

Biodiversity Local Nature Action are a group of local people who are committed to maintaining and  
improving local biodiversity. Recently, in association with Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust, they conducted a 
‘BioBlitz’, which involved a number of surveys and various wildlife activities. You can find more details on the 
parish website (https://bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk/).  If you are interested in joining this group, please contact 
either the Clerk (email address above) or Councillor Greene (lesley.greene@bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk) 
 

Eastcombe Recreation Ground – Exterior Architecture are now looking at the next stage of playground 
improvements and are formulating an information board to showcase their ideas. As previously, we will be 
looking for feedback from residents before progressing to procure funding etc.   
 

Highways Meetings – We continue to hold regular meetings with representatives of GCC Highways  
department. The recurring theme is always the state of the roads, especially potholes. Please report any  
potholes using the GCC website application ‘Fix my Street’. FixMyStreet (gloucestershire.gov.uk).  If possible, 
add the ‘What 3 Words’ identifier, as this helps with ensuring the correct location. Reporting potholes is the 
only way to ensure that they are recorded and dealt with. 
 

Next Meeting: Bisley Village Hall on Wednesday October 2nd, at 7.30pm. All are welcome to attend. 

ChalCAN Update 
 

Book Online Now! to grab the last 
few tickets to see Merlin Sheldrake on Wednesday 13th 
November at 7.30pm, at Thomas Keble School 
 

Author of prize-winning book Entangled Life, Merlin 
Sheldrake is a biologist with a background in plant  
sciences, microbiology and ecology. An exciting  
opportunity to hear how most fungi live out of sight, 
yet make up a massively diverse kingdom of organisms 
that support nearly all living systems. They can change 
our minds, heal our bodies and even help us remediate 
environmental disaster. 
 

Merlin will show excerpts from his screen documentary 
Fungi: Web of Life, narrated by Björk, and will answer 
questions from the audience. 
 

If you miss out on a ticket, please join the  
waiting list (available via the ticket link above). 

 

Keep in touch with ChalCAN via info@chalcan.org.uk 
www.chalcan.org.uk | Facebook | Instagram 

BISLEY-WITH-LYPIATT  
TWINNING ASSOCIATION 

www.bisleytwinning.org.uk/ 
 

CURRY + QUIZ – Saturday 9th November 
 

It’s almost that time of year again! To lighten the 
November gloom, you are invited to our annual 
Curry + Quiz at Oakridge Village Hall, at 7pm. 
Once again, Gaza Westfall will be our quizmaster. 
The emphasis will be on fun – bring your own 
team of 8, or join up on a table on the night.  
Enjoy papadums with chutney; a home-made  
curry of your choice (jalfrezi, Malaysian chicken 
curry, or a vegetarian option) followed by mango 
dessert. As usual we will be running a licensed bar 
(cash or card), and entry costs the same as last 
year: £12 adults/£6 child. Entry is by ticket  
only and please ensure you make us aware of any 
food allergies or intolerances when buying tickets. 
 

Tickets available from 4th October.  Please contact:  
John Hughes: mail@jmhughes.plus.com/ 

07810-123511 or  
Paul Hunt: paulhunt284@gmail.com/07814-621700 

 

Fancy a weekend in France?  We 
are planning a weekend trip in May 

2025 to stay with our French friends at 
Plessala, Brittany and welcome new 
members. The Association makes a 

contribution to the cost.  The trip is by 
coach from Eastcombe, overnight ferry 
and return to Eastcombe on Monday.  

 

The visit is great fun and you do not need to be 
able to speak French, though there are plenty of 

opportunities to practise your rusty school French!  
 

For more details, please contact John or Paul. 

EASTCOMBE WI 
 

Our August Meeting was Bubbles and Cakes.  
Unfortunately our speaker was unable to  
attend, but the business of the evening was 
quickly dealt with and we enjoyed the refreshments 
and an ingenious quiz by one of the members. 
 

The speaker for our September meeting was Dorothy 
Cook, a midwife from Glasgow, who has lived in Bristol 
for many years. Her tales were both funny and sad, 
and very informative. We were astonished by her  
stories of being seconded to Oman, Saudi Arabia and 
Brazil. The contrast with the UK was startling.   
 

Afterwards, we chatted before saying goodnight. 

https://bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk/
mailto:admin@bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk
https://bisleyeastcombeoakridge-ndp2030.org.uk/
https://bisleyeastcombeoakridge-ndp2030.org.uk/
https://www.communitylandtrusts.org.uk/
https://bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk/
mailto:admin@bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk
mailto:lesley.greene@bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk
https://fixmystreet.gloucestershire.gov.uk/
https://what3words.com/pretty.needed.chill
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/chalfordclimateactionnetwork/1345936
https://mailto:info@chalcan.org.uk
http://www.chalcan.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/httpschalcan.org.uk/
https://www.instagram.com/chalford.can/?hl=am-et
http://www.bisleytwinning.org.uk/
mailto:mail@jmhughes.plus.com
mailto:paulhunt284@gmail.com
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BUSSAGE PRIMARY SCHOOL  
 

School Summer Refurbishments: Many changes took place around school 
during the summer break. The roof is still in progress, but is looking great; the 
classrooms had their carpets cleaned; classes 1-6 have been scrubbed and  
re-painted and look fresh and smart; we have new school signs and the school 
entrance has become a more welcoming space. 
 

Thanks to the staff and Governors who helped to make our school a better 
place for our children, either through physical help in decorating the rooms or 
through financial contributions. Special thanks to Debbie Bird, Chair of  
Governors, mastermind of the whole project. 
 

New Website & Instagram - Another exciting change is our new website 
(bussageprimaryschool.co.uk), on which Mrs Gorf, one of our Governors, worked incredibly 
hard over the summer. It is still a work in progress and will be added to as the year moves 
forward, but is fantastic and far more user friendly. Also, our school Instagram account 
(instagram.com/bussage_primary_school/) is up and running!  

 

Hall Lettings - Did you know that our school hall is available for hire? A great place for 
clubs, choirs, meetings, even children’s parties.  Opportunities for use on evenings and at 
weekends. Contact the school office for more information about cost and availability.   
 

Visit us! If you are new to the area or have a child starting school soon, we would love to show you around 
our school.  Please contact us for more details on 01453 883 205.  Upcoming Open Mornings are  
Monday 14th October, Wednesday 13th November and Tuesday 3rd December, at 9:30am. 

CHALFORD PARISH COUNCIL NEWS  
Chalford Parish Centre, 50 Geralds Way, Chalford, Gl6 8FJ; 01453 887204  
info@chalford-glos.gov.uk   www.chalford-glos.gov.uk.  Facebook. 
 

Creative volunteers wanted: With the sad demise of the Herald, the Parish Council are considering  
producing a quarterly newsletter to replace it. We are looking for volunteers to work with us on this - if you 
are creative, computer literate and have some time to spare, we would love to hear from you. 
 

A successful World Jungle Play Day: Our recent play event at Bussage Pleasure Ground went really well, 
with a great turn out and lots of really positive comments and feedback. There were 70 children through the 
afternoon, plus parents – with lots of people asking when we were going to do it again. As these events are 
so popular, we will be looking to book them again for spring next year. 
 

Allotments up for grabs: The new allotment year has begun and several plots have come available for 
rent.  These are marked with a sign. Allotmenteering is so good for you, not just for the delicious fresh pro-
duce, but also the social and community aspect – why not give it a go? Call us today to grab an allotment. 
 

Have you got work for Chalford’s Footpath Volunteers? At present the Volunteers have no particular 
tasks lined up, so we’d welcome your suggestions for footpath basics such as clearing encroaching soil and 
grass from path edges, cutting back hedges or fixing muddy patches on Public Rights of Way. Now is a good 
time to do this sort of work, so suggestions are welcome.  Call the Parish Office on 01453 887204, or email 
info@chalford-glos.gov.uk 

EASTCOMBE PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 

We were delighted to welcome our new children and 
their families at the start of this academic year.  We 
are sure our new Reception children will have the 
best time at Eastcombe Primary School and make 
memories that will last a lifetime. It's not too late to 
join us, we have spaces available in most year 
groups.  Why not pop along to one of our open 
days (see dates right) to see if our school family is 
right for your family. No appointment necessary. We 
look forward to meeting you.  

 

We also offer Breakfast and After School Club - places still available, please call 
01452 770227 or email admin@eastcombe.gloucs.sch.uk. 
 

What a wonderful experience the children in Owl Class had recently: putting out 
fires, experiencing an air raid, handling artefacts and a wonderful ride on a 

steam train (plus capturing a spy!). The children 
learnt a wealth of facts about World War II 
which they will build on back in class.  Thank you 
Owl Class for your fantastic behaviour and participation and to parents who 
provided such realistic 1940s costumes and lunches!  A day to remember!  
 
 

Finally, we promised you a picture from our fantastic end-of-year production, 
‘Rock Bottom’.  Happy memories of a fantastic fun filled evening! 

https://bussageprimaryschool.co.uk/
https://www.instagram.com/bussage_primary_school/
mailto:info@chalford-glos.gov.uk
http://www.chalford-glos.gov.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064850133838
mailto:info@chalford-glos.gov.uk
mailto:admin@eastcombe.gloucs.sch.uk
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St Michael’s & All Angels, Bussage 
 

Visitors are always welcome. Services this month: 
 

 October 13th: Holy Communion, 9.30am  
 October 20th: Morning Prayer, 9.30am 
 October 27th: Hilltop Cafe Church at 

2.30pm (see poster on page 8)  
 

On other Sundays there are services in different 
parts of the Benefice. For details, see 
www.bisleybenefice.org.uk, or join our mailing 
list: pewslipsbisley@hotmail.com.   
 

For weddings, funerals & baptisms, contact Revd. 
Sue Murray: vicar@bisleybenefice.org.uk 
 

HILLTOP GARDENING CLUB  
www.hilltopgardening club.org.uk    

 

Saturday September 7th saw bakers, jam  
makers, flower growers and picture takers  
converge on Eastcombe Village Hall for the 

Hilltop Gardening Club’s Autumn Show. 
 

Despite the challenging growing conditions this summer, 
a good variety of fruit, vegetables and flowers were  
entered, as well as some superb photos. In fact, this 
year we had more entries than the previous 2 years.  

 

The prize winners included Olive Turner, Jane Gandy 
and Janet Hendy.  The £30 David Austin Rose token  
given by Mark Abbot in memory of his mother Peggy 

Abbot, a long time member of the Club, was awarded to 
Pete Westley for the new Club logo design.   

 

The teas supplied by Olive and Joy were much  
appreciated, and thanks goes to everyone who entered 

and supported this annual event. 

CHALFORD TENNIS CLUB 
 

 Walking Tennis: we are offering this 
important activity in a bid to get the   
community more active. We welcome 
members and non-members to play   
walking tennis, which is played on our 
clay courts for minimal impact on joints. 
It’s a place for like-minded individuals to 
meet, socialise and play. Please see   
poster.  If you’d like to come along, get in 
touch: chalfordtennischair@hotmail.com. 

 

 We are trying to raise £30,000 to make our tennis facilities more 
inclusive for the community. We would love to welcome wheelchair 
users to play and to use our new wheelchair friendly clubhouse, 
which is a great place to meet.  

 

To find out more, please search for Chalford Tennis Renovation Fund  

COULD YOU HELP TO 
MAKE A DIFFERENCE? 

 

Home-Start Stroud and Gloucester is 
a local charity supporting young  
families who need a little extra help 
and support during a challenging 
time in their lives. Our volunteers are 
there to share their parenting  
experience, and give practical and at 
times, emotional support.  
 

Volunteering gives a chance to make a real difference to 
families with young children when they need it most.  
 

To find out more, please visit our website 
www.homestartsd.org, call the office on 01453 297470 
or email: Enquiries@homestartsd.org. 
 

#heartfelt #communitycomingtogether 
#Becausechildhoodcantwait #parentingmatters      

CAST OFF YOUR 
CLOTHES FOR  

EASTCOMBE PRIMARY 
SCHOOL! 

 

Eastcombe Primary School is joining with 
Bags2School, who specialise in the re-use and 
recycling of 2nd hand clothes, to raise money. 
 

Bags2School will collect donations from 
school on Monday 30th September.   

 

Bags2School WILL collect: 
 Men’s, ladies & children’s clothing & jewellery 
 Paired shoes (tied together please) 
 Bags & rucksacks 
 Hats, scarves, ties & belts 
 Underwear/lingerie/socks 
 Household linen (curtains, towels, sheets, pillow 

cases and duvet covers), soft toys 
 

Bags2School WILL NOT collect: 
 Duvets, blankets, pillows or cushions 
 Carpets, rugs and mats or textile offcuts 
 Soiled, painted, ripped or wet clothing 
 School uniforms, corporate clothing or work-

wear (with or without logo) 
 

Please drop off donations on: 
Friday 27th September, 3.15pm—3:45pm or 
Monday 30th September, 8:15am—8:45am. 
 

Bags2School pay per kilogram, so please have a 
clear out, donate and help the school! 

 

THANK YOU! 

http://www.bisleybenefice.org.uk
mailto:pewslipsbisley@hotmail.com
mailto:vicar@bisleybenefice.org.uk
file:///C:/Users/mcalv/AppData/Local/Temp/pid-7900/www.hilltopgardening%20club.org.uk
mailto:chalfordtennischair@hotmail.com
https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/p/chalfordtennisclubrenovationfund?exp=exp-pledge&expv=A
http://www.homestartsd.org
mailto:Enquiries@homestartsd.org
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Eastcombe Baptist Chapel 
 

A service is held on Sunday mornings, at 10:30am at the 
chapel in Dr Crouch’s Road, Eastcombe. 

EASTCOMBE VILLAGE GROUP (EVG) 
 

The meeting on Monday 2nd September was very 
well attended.  Thanks to all who came and contributed to 
the lively discussions. Particular thanks to Michele and 
Chris who ran the meeting in my absence. 
 

The New to Eastcombe Coffee Morning on Saturday 
14th September was a great success, with well over 40 
people attending. Thanks to all who came, both  
newcomers and those who have lived in Eastcombe for 
some years, to Sarah at the Lamb for hosting, and to all 
who provided delicious cakes. A list of activities and 
groups was produced for the event; if you would like a 
copy, please contact csissons52@gmail.com.  
 

‘Glorious Gloucestershire’, Saturday 26th October, 
7pm, Eastcombe Village Hall.  We are excited to be 
hosting Mark Cummings on 26th October, when he will be 
talking about his new book and sharing stories and  
anecdotes about our fabulous county.  Don’t miss your 
chance to hear this engaging speaker.   

More details right.   
TICKETS ON SALE NOW from Eastcombe Stores. 

 

First Aid Course for parents: Saturday 9th November, 
2–4pm, Eastcombe Village Hall.  A course for parents of 
young children about dealing with minor scrapes and  
injuries and how to identify illnesses which may require 
urgent treatment. More details above right. Tickets, 
subsidised by the EVG, are £20 per person. 
 

SAVE THE DATE!  The Eastcombe Christmas light 
switch on will take place on Monday 2nd December at 
6pm, in a joint event with Eastcombe Primary School.  
 

Next meeting: Monday 11th November, at 7.30pm 
in the Annex of Eastcombe Village Hall.  

 

Peter Scott: peterhscott@btinternet.com  
 

To join the EVG mailing list, email csissons52@gmail.com 
  

Follow Eastcombe Village Group on Facebook. 

‘Glorious Gloucestershire’ 
 

Saturday 26th October, 7pm at 
Eastcombe Village Hall 

 

An evening with Mark 
Cummings, popular radio 
personality from Radio 

Gloucestershire.   
 

TICKETS NOW ON SALE  
£17.50 each from Eastcombe Stores. 

 

Includes a glass of wine from Woodchester  
Valley Vineyard and local cheeses from 

Jonathan Crump.  
 

A multiple award-winning 
presenter, journalist and 
writer for over 40 years, in 2023 
Mark was the recipient of the 
‘Outstanding Contribution to the 
Community Across Gloucester-
shire’ Award. A season ticket 
holder for Gloucester Rugby, he 
has two grown up daughters, and 

lives in the Cotswolds with his wife, Jo. 
 

Jonathan and Annabelle Crump are  
sustainable farmers and cheesemakers 
from Standish Park Farm in Gloucester-
shire, where they make Double and Single 
Gloucester Cheese using only the milk from 
their Gloucester cows.  Jonathan has been 
making cheese for 26 years, running a stall at 
Stroud Farmers Market since it began in 1999. 
The cheese is made with vegetarian rennet.  
  

Profits from the evening will go towards 
the next phase of the children’s play area 

at Eastcombe Recreation Ground. 
 

FIRST AID COURSE 
for  PARENTS 

  Saturday 9th November 
           2-4pm, Eastcombe Village Hall 

 

Run by Mini First Aid & supported by the  
Eastcombe Village Group, the course will cover 
First Aid techniques suitable for babies & young 
children, including CPR, choking, burns, breaks, 

bleeding, seizures & meningitis awareness.  
 

Tickets (booked in advance) £20 per person.  
Please note that places are limited and will 
be allocated on a first come, first served basis.  

 

To book your place, please contact 
Luke: lukehammond7@outlook.com.  

PLANTING SEASON! 
 

As the weather turns cooler and the  
garden fades into autumn, you may be 
tempted to think that it’s time to put your 
feet up. On the contrary!  Now’s the time 
to don your wellies and get planting.  
 

October and November are the ideal time for 
planting trees, shrubs and perennials, while the 
soil is still warm but reliably moist. Without leaves and 
flowers, plants can put all their energy into developing a 
good root system, giving them a great start come spring.  
 

October is a great time to plant narcissus/daffodil bulbs.  
Tulips should ideally be planted in November, although as 
long as you get them in by Christmas you should be ok. 
From November you can also buy trees, fruit bushes and 
roses ‘bare root’, which is a very economical way to buy. 
 

If you’re a bit indecisive, plant the bulbs into 1 or 2 litre 
pots and put them in a sheltered spot outdoors. Then, 
come spring,  simply plunge them into the ground  
wherever you need a pop of colour.  
 

After a long British winter, your beautiful spring garden 
will make you glad you resisted the call of that armchair! 
 

The Eastcombe Gardener 

mailto:52@gmail.com
mailto:peterhscott@btinternet.com
mailto:csissons52@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100091431462966
mailto:lukehammond7@outlook.com
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CAROL’S COOKERY CORNER:  
 

LENTIL & CHICKPEA SALAD  
 

This summer, I noticed that salads have changed. Gone 
are the usual lettuce and tomatoes, in are a mix of  

delicious ingredients that are healthy and quick to prepare.  
 

Experiment with ingredients— enjoy as a salad dish, or 
add flaked cooked salmon, prawns, cooked chicken or ham 

to make it a main dish. The  combinations are endless. 
Serves 4-6  

 
 

INGREDIENTS: 
 

 250g can of lentils, drained and rinsed 
 400g can chick peas, drained & rinsed  
 250g cherry tomatoes, quartered 
 Half a cucumber, diced. 
 Juice of 2 lemons 
 1 large clove of garlic, minced 
 3-5 spring onions, thinly sliced 
 2 tablespoons black olives 
 1 teaspoon fine sea salt 
 Large bunch of flat-leaf parsley, finely chopped 
 25g bunch of fresh mint, finely chopped 
 2 table spoons virgin olive oil 
 Half a teaspoon black pepper 
 
 

METHOD: 
 

1. Put the lentils, chickpeas, tomatoes, cucumber, parsley, mint, 
spring onions and olives in a large bowl and stir together.  

2. Add the lemon juice, olive oil, garlic, salt and pepper.  Stir.  
3. Taste and season.  
4. Serve immediately or allow to sit for 30 minutes to allow the 

flavours to mingle.   

THE LITTLE FREE ART GALLERY BUSSAGE 
 

The ‘Little Free Art Gallery’ opened at the end of August with an 
invitation to everyone in the community to: 
 

 Take a piece of art! 
 Leave a piece of art! 

 Or just take a look around! 
 

It's here on the hilltop to put a smile on  
people's faces and spread some joy and  
creativity. So far, art has gone to new owners 
and some fantastic pieces have been left. 
 

The gallery is on The Avenue, Bussage - two 
minutes walk from the play park. Walk down Cowswell Lane and 
take the first left (nearest parking is on The Ridge). 
 

Do pay a visit and bring your mini artwork, or you can pick up a 
blank to be dropped back later.  
 

We love to welcome visitors, so do spread the word! 

EASTCOMBE  
SCREEN ON THE GREEN  

presents 

BALTIMORE 
 

Starring: Imogen 
Poots, Jude McClean, 
Jack Meade 
 

Former debutante Rose 
Dugdale leaves England 
to become a member of 
the Provisional IRA. In 
April 1974, she leads an 
art heist at Russborough 
House, home of Sir Alfred Beit. 

 

Eastcombe Village Hall 
Saturday 19th October 

7pm for 7.30pm 
 

Admission: £5 per person 

Ice Creams: £2 each 
 
 

ALL WELCOME! 

   A SLIDE THROUGH HISTORY... 
 

The afternoon of 14th September saw a packed Eastcombe 
Village Hall enjoy the Eastcombe & Bismore Local History Group’s latest 

event.  ‘A September Slideshow’  presented photos and stories on topics  
including ‘Lost Cottages & Changing Views’ and ‘Church, Chapel & Schools’.   

  

More than 50 people attended the free event, where audience participation was encouraged!  
Thank you to all who came along and joined in. 

 

The group are already planning their next event, early in 2025, which will include refreshments 
and social time, to allow stories and memories to be shared. 

 

Did you miss the slideshows?  Visit the Eastcombe & Bismore Local History Group on Facebook! 

SLOE SEASON... 
 

Sloes are the bitter fruits of 
the blackthorn - round, blue
-black berries 10-15mm in diameter. The 
flesh is green with a single stone inside.   
 

Sloes are very bitter, unless picked after 
autumn frost has ‘bletted’ the fruit to  
remove some of the acidity (this effect 
can be reproduced by freezing).  Possibly 
the most common use of sloes is in the 
making of sloe gin, and they can also be 
used to make jellies and syrups, as well 
as sloe wine, an alternative to port.  
 

Sloes make a fast blue dye, and all parts 
of the plant are said to have medicinal 
properties.  Blackthorn is very thorny, so 
sloes are best picked with gloves! 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/2944463782467094?locale=en_GB
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NEW NOVEL FROM LOCAL AUTHOR 
 

The sixth novel of Brownshill author Sarah Edghill comes out on 10th October.  Like her  
previous books, The Good Daughter is an emotional family drama.  
 

‘I wanted to address the challenges of being sandwiched between your children and your 
parents,’ says Sarah. ‘It’s a stage in life which many of us experience and I hope readers will 
empathise with my protagonist, Eve. She has been forced to move her elderly mother into a 
care home and is juggling a stressful job while taking care of her son, Daniel, who is getting 
into trouble at school.  Worse still, her ex-partner Ben – now enjoying a seemingly perfect 
life with his new family – blames Eve for their son’s reckless behaviour and accuses her of being a bad  
mother. Everyone needs something from Eve, but she hasn’t got much left to give.’ 
 

Sarah’s 7th novel, The Wedding, is published in February.  In the meantime, she’s hard at work on some-
thing new, tackling the thorny subject of the Boomerang generation: adult children who come back to live 
with their parents… Watch this space!  
 

The Good Daughter is published by Bloodhound Books and available on Amazon on geni.us/Good-Daughter 
(paperback and an e-book). Signed copies are available at Middle Hill Farm Shop and Chalford Village Shop. 

          AUTUMN HOGLETS... 
 

If hedgehogs give birth late in the year, hoglets may not have time to 
build sufficient fat reserves before winter sets in. The absolute  
minimum weight to see a hoglet through winter hibernation is 450gms 
(1lb) and any hedgehog below this weight is unlikely to survive.  
 

You can help autumn hoglets by giving them extra food in your  
garden. Offer hedgehog food, meaty cat or dog food or cat biscuits and fresh water. NEVER COW’S 
MILK.  Spreading the food over multiple sites avoids aggressive encounters at food bowls, while scattering 
food encourages natural foraging behaviour. You can also make a feeding station.  
 

Hedgehogs are nocturnal, so, if they’re out in the day, they may need expert help, even if they appear lively.  
If you’re concerned, give the hoglet extra warmth, e.g. a warm hot water bottle wrapped in towelling, and 
place in a box lined with clean straw or torn newspaper.  Avoid flies getting to the hedgehog and call the 
British Hedgehog Preservation Society for advice (01584 890801) or your local rescue centre (call BHPS for 
your nearest).  Many rescues will give a safe home to hoglets for the winter—ready for release in spring.        

ROAD SENSE FOR BEGINNERS... 
 

Do you have a teen who’s itching to learn to drive?  
Many 16 year olds count the days until they turn 17, 
but there are things they can do to help them become a 
safe driver, before they even get behind the wheel. 
 

Sadly, accidents involving young drivers are all too  
common. We can't control the actions of other road users, but we can help 
the next generation to be aware. Studies show that learner drivers with wide 
experience of road use as a pedestrian or cyclist are much more road aware 
than those who don't.  In an age when many rely on car rides door to door 
(particularly in areas of poor bus service or high crime) some teens have  
limited road experience, making learning to drive harder and contributing to 
inexperienced decision making.  So, how can they boost their road sense? 
 

Walk: Using the roads and pavements as a pedestrian helps wannabee  
drivers to observe the driving of others from a different viewpoint.  Notice 
what drivers do around pedestrians and spot bad habits as well as good 
practice. Do drivers give you enough room when overtaking on a pavement-
less road?  Do they indicate, helping you as a pedestrian to decide when it's 
safe to cross a road (particularly relevant when crossing the Bussage turn!)?  
Are drivers speeding?  How safe do you feel as they approach?  
 

Cycle: Cyclists have a unique glimpse of how it feels to drive - at a slower 
speed and as a more vulnerable road user. A cyclist has to follow the rules of 
the road and consider other road users - excellent practice for when they 
finally get behind the wheel. 
 

Watch and listen: Watch how a parent or older sibling drives and ask them 
to narrate techniques and decision making. When and why do they change 
gear, speed up or slow down?  Watch the road and understand priorities at 
roundabouts and how to pass cyclists safely. 
 

Road awareness will not only help your teen to learn to drive, but - most  
importantly - it will help them stay safe and be a considerate road user. A 
car is a dangerous weapon in careless or inexperienced hands, and learning 
to drive is hard enough without having to learn road sense from scratch.  We 
all want our young people to be safe, and every little helps. 
 

      Here's to the next generation of safe young drivers!   school1896@gmail.com 

https://geni.us/Good-Daughter
mailto:school1896@gmail.com
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NAME THAT VIEW!   

 
 

 
 

September’s photo showed 
the view across Toadsmoor 

Valley, from The Ridge, 
Bussage. 

 

October’s photo is also taken 
in or around the 3 villages. 

 

Can you identify its  
location? 

 

The answer will be revealed 
in the November issue. 

How well do you know our villages? 

VILLAGE HISTORIES… EASTCOMBE BAPTIST CLOCK 
 

The chiming clock on Eastcombe Baptist Chapel is viewed with 
affection by villagers, while its timekeeping occasionally causes 
amusement.  Muriel Brooks puts in a word for it.   
 

In its youth, the clock served the community well.  Until its installation in 1860, 
most villagers did their timekeeping by glancing at the sun and interpreting  
tummy rumbles, although Bisley church bells could be heard (and still can if no 
one is using garden machinery) when the wind was in the north.  The coming of 
the railway to Stroud in 1845 changed attitudes - being about 9 minutes behind 
Greenwich had never mattered much, but missing trains concentrated minds 
and Stroud soon acquired public clocks aligned with GMT. In 1860, Eastcombe 
Baptist chapel installed a clock with a bell that could be heard for half a mile 
around.  The modern obsession with accurate timekeeping had arrived. 
 

The chapel, built at the beginning of the 19th century, was a revolutionary force 
for good at a time when the Anglican church had lost sight, for a while, of its 
duties.  After being rebuilt in 1860, gaining its present grand size (the height 
from floor to the upper point of the pinnacle of the turret is 50ft) it accommo-
dated far more than the population of the village. Hundreds of people walked 
from miles around to Sunday services, and to school, enjoying education, social 
contact and music. In 1860, the Stroud Journal  published an article entitled 
'Eastcombe Baptist Chapel', explaining how ‘The clock was provided by subscrip-
tions among the people … as a public convenience.'  
 

The clock bell came from Bisley church during its refurbishment in the 1860s 
and 1870s .  It is undoubtedly cracked.  My mother lived next door to the chapel 
from 1992 to 2024 and referred to it fondly as 'That lovely frying pan note!' 

 

Work was carried out on the chapel clock in the 
1980s, and in 1984 a ceremony was held to mark its 
reinstatement, with village children and adults  
attired in Victorian dress and many photographs  
taken.  More work must have been carried out at the 
Millennium, as Dr Malcolm Lambert's archive con-
tains a note from a person in Chalford Hill dated Mid-
summer 2000: 'I enclose a donation for Eastcombe 
Clock Fund, as I have missed the Chapel timepiece 
and hope the village will be glad to see it restored.’ 
 

Bob Brooks regulates the clock each month: in the 
inexplicable way of villages he has no allegiance to the chapel, but has inherited 
the responsibility of this important post, along with the requirement to scale  
ladders.  Dr Malcolm Lambert was so shocked at the rickety old wooden ladders 
that Bob organized a steel replacement from a foundry in Stroud, now firmly 
fixed to the wall that rises from the back of the gallery.  Tending the clock 
means working with its idiosyncrasies, as the clock has a fairly whacky attitude 
to accuracy.  Using the time-honoured method of dealing with such  
waywardness, each month Bob sets the clock about 5 minutes slow 
(it has a tendency to gain over a minute a week – but not uniformly) 
and thus at some point in the month the clock is correct.  This is not 
as laissez-faire as it sounds: a professional horologist employed to 
maintain the clock's innards suggests a similar approach.   
 

So, next time you hear the clock chime, check your watch and  
admire more than 160 years of Eastcombe time! 

 

For a longer version of this piece, visit www.eastcombearchive.org.uk 

1984: Baptist Minister Les 
Beard leads the procession. 

WHAT’S ON in OCTOBER? 
 

1 Oct: CPR & defibrillator training, 
Frithwood Surgery, 7pm 
2 Oct: Bisley-with-Lypiatt PC  
meeting, Bisley Village Hall, 7.30pm 
3 Oct: Eastcombe Primary School 
Open Day, 9.15-10.45am 
6 Oct: Chalford Market, Chalford 
Sports & Social Club, 10am-1pm 
13 Oct: Bisley Winter Market, Bisley 
WI Village Hall, 10.30am-1pm 
14 Oct: Bussage Primary School 
Open Day, 9.30am 
 

17 OCTOBER: DEADLINE FOR  
NOVEMBER NEWSLETTER 

 

19 Oct: Eastcombe Screen on the 
Green, Eastcombe Village Hall, 7pm 
(7.30pm) 
26 Oct: ‘Glorious Gloucestershire’: an 
evening with Mark Cummings, 7pm, 
Eastcombe Village Hall 
27 Oct: Hilltop Café Church, 2.30pm, 
Eastcombe Village Hall 

http://www.eastcombearchive.org.uk

