FREE Digitally!

60p

To receive a FREE digital copy every month,
contact eastcombebandbnews@gmail.com.

Printed copies, 60p each, from Eastcombe Stores,
Frith Community Café & Chalford Parish Centre.

Please send items for the December issue to
eastcombenewsletter@btinternet.com
by NOON on 17th November.

WANTED: MEMORIES oF MANOR
& THOMAS KEBLE SCHOOLS

On Saturday 11™ January 2025, Thomas Keble
School will welcome former students, staff and
members of the community as they mark the

move from the old school building to the new.

The school hopes this will provide an opportunity to share memories,
with photographs and memorabilia on display, along with memories
from former students and staff of their time at the school. Those
interested will also be able to book a tour of the old building before it
is demolished — details on the school website from early December.

The school would be delighted to receive your photos and memories to
display. Please email photos and/or 100-word memories to

farewell@thomaskeble.gloucs.sch.uk

You can aIso drop |tems off at the school reception (please mark items

i *Old School Farewell”) or post them to us

- please include a stamped addressed envelope
SO we can return items to you.

Contributions must be received by
Friday 13™ December.

FOLLOW: US
ON'EACEBOOK

MILLENNIUM
WHEEL
MENDED...

You may have
noticed that the
Millennium Wheel on
Eastcombe Green '

has received some tender loving
care. This is courtesy of local artist

% Chris James, supported by funds

from the Eastcombe Village Group.

Created by artist Anita Reardon,
with help from local residents and
schoolchildren, the Wheel was
dedicated in a special ceremony in
2000, in the company of
representatives from our twin
village, Plessala, in Brittany, who
have an identical Wheel.

Unfortunately, time and weather
has taken its toll in the years
since, with some of the decorative
tiles fracturing and stones
loosening. Chris has now replaced
several tiles and restored the
stonework.

Eastcombe would like this lovely
local feature to remain for many
years to come and ask that
everyone treats it carefully as they
admire the creative design.

THANK YoU!
;"'IIIIIIIL; ® EASTCOMBE ACT oF
Frith Community Café - REMEMBRANCE

Saturday 9th November,
10.45am, at the war memorial
in Dr Crouch’s Road.

All are welcome at this
short service, which
will include the reading
of names followed by
two minutes silence.

Christmas
Craft Fair

Frith Youth Centre
Wednesday 13™
November

- -

10am - 12 noon

Come along & buy locally
hand-crafted gifts for

GHALFORD

Christmas.
Enjoy a hot drink &
home-made cake.

> Meet up for a chat
with friends

vvvvvvvv
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CSSC

Chalford Sports
& Social Club

MARKET

CRAFTY & DELICIOUS @ CHALFORD
10am-1pm

CHRISTMAS
CRAFT FAIR

SATURDAY 23RD NOVEMBER 2PM -4PM

JOIN US FOR PULLED PORK BAPS

MULLED WINE AND CIDER
BROWSE THE HANDMADE PRODUCTS

LAMB INN EASTCOMBE
EMAIL: THELAMBINNEASTCOMBE.CO.UK
WWW.THELAMBINNEASTCOMBE
TEL: 01452 772223 ‘




BISLEY-WITH-LYPIATT PARISH COUNCIL NEWS www.bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk/

Contact the Clerk: admin@bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk

Verge, Hedge and Grass Cutting: As mentioned previously, there has been some confusion over the
strategy of grass cutting and verge trimming within Eastcombe ward. To clarify the situation, Councillor Colin
Clifton has been in contact with SDC (Mike Wardell) to establish the scope of responsibility and frequency of
grass cutting, verge trimming and hedge cutting by SDC. We understand that in general SDC now intend to
grass cut once per year in October — this is known as ‘Meadow Mow’. Areas of critical visibility and safety -
e.g. approaches to junctions etc - will be cut more frequently, as required. A feasibility investigation is
ongoing into verge and hedge cutting and it’s hoped to bring this in line with the grass cutting strategy.

At present SDC are only responsible for cutting the Bracelands residential area, but this is being reviewed by

Mr Wardell.

The Parish Council maintain responsibility for cutting the Village Green on a regular basis as

required. In addition there are 5 ‘open areas’ within the Eastcombe ward which are designated grass or
verges. These will be trimmed at least once a year -Sept/Oct in line with SDC’s strategy. Again, any areas
that become a ‘safety’ issue, e.g. road junctions, will be trimmed as necessary.

Verges adjacent to private properties should be the responsibility of individual parishioners to keep trimmed.
The admirable policy to protect wildlife and wildflowers is a matter for individuals to support. Several
parishioners refrain from verge cutting until late July or early August to ensure wildflowers survive. Equally
many parishioners choose to trim their verges frequently. Given this, we will not trim the verges of private
properties within the ward in future as it is not viable to ‘selectively’ trim verges. We recognise that there
may well be parishioners who might struggle to cut, trim verges. We intend to establish a volunteer system
to aid those parishioners who wish to but are not able to trim their verges.

We recognise that this position may result in disappointment to some parishioners, but we believe this

strategy is more sustainable and equitable going forward.

Next meeting: Wednesday November 6'" Bisley Village Hall, 7.30pm. All are welcome to attend.

ChalCAN Update

1LICAN
ChalCAN wants to hear from youl!
Formed in 2019, our aim is to make the parish carbon
neutral by 2030’ by increasing biodiversity, raising
awareness of the need for change, and moving towards
a zero waste economy. 5 years into that mission, we
want to take stock of what we have achieved and what
our community wants ChalCAN to focus on in the next
5 years. Join us on Wednesday 27 November,
7.30pm (venue TBC) to share your views.
See our events page for details.

It's has been a busy couple of months for the
biodiversity group. A small team removed ragwort
from the meadow next to The Spinney before it is cut
and the hay used for livestock. As part of National
Allotment week, a group met to discuss how to manage
their allotments in a biodiverse friendly way, whilst
showing consideration to their allotment neighbours.
Then, as we headed into the autumn, Carole and team
planted new wildflowers at Meadow Way.

We are looking forward to our evening with Merlin
Sheldrake on Wednesday 13 November. Merlin will
show excerpts from his screen documentary Fungi:
Web of Life, narrated by Bjork, and will answer
questions. If you missed out on a ticket, you can sign
up to our waiting list. This is an exciting opportunity to
hear how most fungi live out of sight, yet make up a
massively diverse kingdom of organisms that support
and sustain nearly all living systems.

Keep in touch with ChalCAN: info@chalcan.org.uk.

Please HELP to

keep our hedgehogs
safe this Bonfire Night

CAN: Bisley, Eastcombe & Oakridge
Climate Action Network

Eastcombe’s Swift Box Project has been very
successful - a dozen new boxes, several visited
by potential swift tenants, and boxes and swift
bricks going up on Thomas Keble in time for next
year’s arrivals. A big thank you to those
Eastcombe residents hosting boxes or who
donated to the project. We plan to install boxes
in Bisley next year, where a remnant colony may
be hanging on.

Where have all the insects gone? One
reason for the decline of swifts is the loss of
nesting sites — hence the box project—another is
the reduction in insect numbers. The low number
of butterflies this year was widely noted. Habitat
loss is undoubtedly one cause of this and
another is the use of poisons — insecticides
and herbicides — on farmland and in gardens.
Everyone can help — let your garden be more
natural: grow plants that insects feed on, allow a
little wildness — less mowing and ‘tidying' - and
avoid all use of poisons, such as the notorious
glyphosate, a common ingredient in weedkiller.

BisCAN Book Group’s next book is Silent Earth
by Dave Goulson about the decline of insects and
what needs to be done. We meet in Bisley to
talk about it on November 8™; if you'd like to join
us, call Martin 01452 770878 ‘or email
bisleveastcombeoakridqecan@qmail.com.

Stroud Book Festival: This year's book festival
(6-10 November) includes several authors and
books on environmental themes, including Guy
Shrubsole's latest 7he Lie of the Land, Chloe
Dalton's Raising Hare, and Richard Mabey's 7he

Accidental Garden. See stroudbookfestival.org.uk.

Less Stuff More Joy - takethejump.org to
lighten your life & give nature a better
chance.

bisleyeastcombeoakridgecan@gmail.com
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eastcombe primary
school

no appointment necessary

| FENEE

EASTCOMBE PRIMARY SCHOOL

We are delighted to announce the launch of our brand-new website! Please check it out by
clicking on www.eastcombe.gloucs.sch.uk

Curious about our school? Th|nk|ng about us for your Reception 2025 child? Come along to
our next Open Day on 14" November 9.15am to 10.45am and/or join us for a pre-

school Stay and Play session. See poster above. Please contact the school on 01452 770227
if you have any questions. No appointment is necessary. We can't wait to see you!

HINDUISM: Children in Hedgehog Class have been learning about Diwali, also known
as the *festival of lights’. As part of the lesson, they created their own rangoli patterns (in
a variety of mediums). Look at their beautiful work!

ART: Squirrel Class recently completed a ‘wax resist autumn leaves’ project. Using the

over the top using Brusho Crystal Colours. Children were surprised to see how the
Brusho crystals started out as a powder but after adding water became the paint they
could use. As the collected resources were so beautiful, they decided to create a group
picture demonstrating great collaboration skills. Well done Squirrel Class!

WRAP AROUND CARE: We have places available in our Breakfast and After School
Clubs, 07.45 to 08.45 and 15.15 to 17.15. Contact the school for more details.

SAVE THE DATE: The Eastcombe Christmas Lights switch on will take place MONDAY 2" DECEMBER at
6pm. Make an early start to your festive celebrations by joining the children and families of Eastcombe
School and the Eastcombe community at this joyous annual event.

BUSSAGE PRIMARY SCHOOL

Bussage Bear Hunt — A huge “"Thank you!” to the Bear Hunt Committee who did a
phenomenal job in some terrible weather conditions. The total raised was an amazing
£5,069.40 - an outstanding amount that will provide amazing learning opportunities and
support for our children. The standard of the bears never ceases to amaze. The overall
winner was Greece, created by Sienna and Rosa, who proudly took the Bear Hunt trophy
to keep safe until next year.

What a 'Jolly Nice' scarecrow! — A fantastic scarecrow created by Rainbows Class is
ready to go on display at Jolly Nice. With a little help from members of Mindfulness
Colouring Club, our scarecrow is now ready to show the Jolly Nice visitors what Bussage
Learning Power is all about!

Harvest Praise - We had the joy of sharing our Harvest
Service with a wonderful turnout from our local community. It
was heart-warming to see so many familiar faces celebrating :

the spirit of giving and gratitude. Congratulations to our Values Ambassadors
for their very first collective worship! They did an incredible job leading the

= scrvice and their enthusiasm and dedication shone through. The food
donations collected for the Stroud Food Bank were overwhelming.

Eco Schools Award - Mrs Edwards and the Eco Ministry have been busy yet
again working with the school to meet objectives to gain the Eco-Schools Award for 2024-25. We were
awarded Distinction! We now have a new flag to raise on our flagpole and a lovely certificate to display to
celebrate the initiatives and achievements of our eco minded pupils. Well done everybody.

Our upcoming Open Morning visits at 9:30am are Wednesday 13" November and Tuesday
3" December. Contact the school on 01453 883 205.

3




DISTRICT COUNCIL NEWS

Home Upgrade Grants: These are fully-funded
energy-saving improvements including insulation,
heat pumps and solar panels for households that
have no mains gas, privately own or rent, and
have a total household income less than
£36,000 per year. Contact 0800 500 3076.

or www.warmandwell.co.uk/upgrade

Retrofitting for Efficiency: SDC’s multi-million
retrofit programme for council-owned properties
(c.5000 in the district) continues to upgrade
homes with insulation, heat pumps etc. For
private home owners who do not qualify for the
Warm and Well programme, a new advice service
will soon be available on the Council website.

Stratford Park Leisure Centre: From
November 1st the leisure centre will be under
direct council management. The council has
committed £2.7 million for a five-year repair
programme to improve the centre, which opened
in 1975. When the centre reopens its doors on
Saturday November 9th, one change will be a
new, improved café with a menu of healthy,
locally-sourced food. Of course, the centre will
still have a gym, two swimming pools, an artificial
football pitch, squash courts and sauna, and offer
a range of exercise and fitness classes.

Tackling Climate Change: The Leisure Centre
and Museum in the Park are both now heated by
heat pumps, which will also warm the lido a few
degrees, while the Council Offices in Ebley Mill
are heated by a water-source heat pump — all
part of work to make the district carbon net zero.

Recycling: Not sure what goes where? Look it
up with SDC's Waste Wizard www.stroud.gov.uk/
environment/bins-rubbish-and-recycling/waste-
wizard/ Please, no batteries, vapes or electrical
items in rubbish or recycling bins — they cause
fires in bin lorries. A kerbside collection service
for small electrical items is in the planning.

As always, please contact me about any
district council matters: Martin Brown,
cllr.martin.brown@stroud.gov.uk & 01452 770878

St Michael’s « All Angels, Bussage
Visitors are always welcome. Services this month:

Nov 10th: Holy Communion, 9.30am

Nov 17th: Morning Prayer, 9.30am

Nov 17th: Hilltop Cafe Church, 2.30pm (see
poster on Page 8)

Nov 24th: Holy Communion, 9.30am

On other Sundays there are services in different parts of

the Benefice. See www.bisleybenefice.org.uk, or join our
mailing list: pewslipsbisley@hotmail.com.

For weddings, funerals & baptisms, contact Revd. Sue
Murray: vicar@bisleybenefice.org.uk

ALL SAINTS' DAY: 1ST NOVEMBER

In 835 AD, the Roman Catholic Church created a

day to honour saints. Originally named A/

Hallows (hallow means ‘holy’), the feast started the
evening before on the Eve of All Hallows, or Hallowe'en.

On All Saints' Day, Christians remember all people of
good will, outstanding Christians from all ages and all
walks of life. Some - martyrs - died for their faith.

All Saints' Day, along with All Souls' Day on 2™
November, is part of a period known as Hallowtide.

EASTCOMBE WI

Eastcombe WI embraced the festive season at
the October Meeting, regaled with tales of
Dickensian Christmases as our Speakers, Phil
Collins and Mike Bottomley, took us through all aspects
of the customs of Christmas. From Advent calendars to
Yule Logs, we learned the origins of customs which
reached their climax in the Victorian era.

Amusement was the main ingredient, with dramatic
readings, hand bell ringing by some brave members and
carol singing. Everyone thoroughly enjoyed themselves
and the speakers were thanked by Beryl.

After refreshments and raffle business, with discussion
about a new committee beginning in November, events
at local and county level were announced, and thanks
given to members who organised previous outings.

theW

INSPIRING WOMEN

HILLTOP GARDENING CLUB www.hilltopgardening club.org.uk

On 1% October, Sally Oats, known locally through her NGS work, spoke to Hilltop Gardening Club members
and visitors about ‘Seasonal Layers of Colour’, describing the development and challenges of her garden,
with its cold drying winds in winter and, some years at least, heat in summer.

The illustrated, gentle and genial stroll through Sally’s gardening calendar belied the depth of research, trial
and error, planning and patience needed to create successional layers of seasonal interest beyond aesthetics.
Sally’s quarter-acre plot, complete with resident hedgehogs, is a wildlife habitat planted for pollination,
procreation and hibernation. Moreover, skilful planting in selected colour schemes, signposting Sally’s art
education credentials, balanced the naturalistic style of gardening with strong underlying structure including
pond, box hedging with height provided by shrubs, climbers, trees, and an exuberant, rose-covered arch.

Striking was the eclecticism of Sally’s integrated approach. Perennials, annuals and herbs mixed with bulbs,
stunning roses and wild flowers, including dandelions, cow parsley and the fleeting but tenacious lesser
celandine, valued for early pollen and nectar. A preference for self-seeders and plants with prolific spreading
tubers visually unites the garden and belies the patience and sheer hard-work required to garden across
layers and seasons with the “uncultivated” not confined to a wildlife corner.

Backed by encyclopaedic knowledge of plants, this self-declared, passionate gardener willingly shared
practical gardening skills. Co-habitation may save the day as Sally’s box hedging is currently home to
unwanted box tree moths. She is optimistically waiting to see if the numerous birds will enjoy the feast.

Reminder: Our next meeting, on Tuesday November 5™ will be at Eastcombe Scout HQ, 1.30pm
for a 1.45pm start. Dr Mike Jones will talk on “Carl Linnaeus - Bringing Order to the Natural World”.

Pam Meecham




Eastcombe Baptist Chapel

A service is held on Sunday mornings, at 10:30am at the
chapel in Dr Crouch’s Road, Eastcombe.

EASTCOMBE VILLAGE GROUP (EVG)

‘Glorious Gloucestershire’ — an evening with Mark
Cummings: We want to thank Mark for a most
entertaining talk on Saturday 26th October about our very
special county, where he shared stories about places and
people. Those present enjoyed wine from Woodchester
Valley Vineyard and local cheeses from Jonathan Crump.
Special thanks to Louise Price who arranged the evening.
Proceeds from the event will be donated towards the next

FIRST AID COURSE

for PARENTS
Saturday 9th November
2-4pm, Eastcombe Village Hall

Run by Mini First Aid & supported by the
Eastcombe Village Group, the course will cover
First Aid techniques suitable for babies & young
children, including CPR, choking, burns, breaks,

bleeding, seizures & meningitis awareness.

Tickets (booked in advance) £20 per person.
Please note that places are limited and will
be allocated on a first come, first served basis.

To book your place, please contact

phase of the children’s play area on the recreation ground.

First Aid Course for parents with young children:
Saturday 9th November, 2—4pm, Eastcombe Village Hall: A few places are still available on this
course for parents of young children on how to deal with minor scrapes and injuries and how to identify
illnesses which may require urgent treatment. The course will also be of interest to grandparents and others
who care for children. Subsidised by the EVG, places are limited, and cost
£20 each. Please contact lukehammond7 @outlook.com to book your
place. More details above right.

Eastcombe Christmas Tree 2024: Our tree, now ordered from The
Barn Shop at Middle Hill Farm, will be put in place at the beginning of
December. Thanks to Gardiners, Will from Adept Garden Maintenance
and Mike at Eastcombe Stores for their help once again this year. The
tree will be lit in a joint event with Eastcombe Primary School on Monday
2nd December, starting at 6pm at the school, where the school Christmas
tree lights will be switched on and the Christmas windows unveiled.
Afterwards, Father Christmas will turn on the lights on the tree on the
Green. All welcome to join the fun in this start to the festive season.

Millennium Sculpture: The EVG is most grateful to Chris James for
carrying out some essential maintenance on the sculpture on Eastcombe
Green. The EVG has contributed to the cost of materials.

Next meeting: Monday 11th November, 7.30pm, Eastcombe
Village Hall annex. All welcome.

Luke: lukehammondZ7 @outlook.com.

LEAVE THE LEAVES!

As autumn arrives and our lawns and flower beds disappear
under a flurry of golden leaves (or soggy brown ones, given the
weather!) many of us automatically grab a rake or a leaf blower
and banish them to the compost heap.

Butterflies

Lezgae eaves A&lone

But wait! Leaves can often be left well alone - saving us time _;&i}‘ \{Q %
and effort and benefitting the garden. Though they are low in & Protection Moisure
nutrients, leaves benefit the soil by adding valuable organic

matter - improving texture and water holding capacity. They are Spiders
a natural mulch which protects the soil from rain damage over
winter, insulates from frost and provides shelter for wildlife.
They also play an important role in the life cycles of many
species - from butterflies to hedgehogs! ¢

While slippery leaves should be removed from paths and a light
smattering of leaves on lawns is beneficial to the underlying soil,
a thicker layer, or leaves which are very thick or slow to rot such
as magnolia and beech, may cause bare patches. Here's where
you can get your rake out, but, if you can, leave a designated
patch, corner or edge untouched for wildlife. £ 2@

Leaves can be mown before adding them to the compost heap—
a mix of chopped leaves and grass is ideal for composting—and
a healthy heap makes a great bug buffet for hungry hedgehogs!
You can also use the collected leaves to make leaf mould, which
is the most amazing soil conditioner. Either pile them up in a
chicken wire enclosure (separate from your main compost) or
bag them in bin bags (add water if dry and holes for ventila-
tion). In a year or two, they can be used as a mulch or for
homemade compost. It's worth the wait!

M The Eastcombe Gardener

a2 \
4»/ % %\ Soil Nutrients
Birds
eCts
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t
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b stir U "CAROL'S COOKERY CORNER:
) RICH FRUIT CAKE

It might still be November, but now’s the time to make the
Christmas cake! Make it now to allow it to mature, then keep in
a cool place until needed - the longer, the better.

Use a 9 inch (22cm) diameter, 3.5 inch (7:5cm)
deep tin. Line with greaseproof paper and

insulate the outside with 4 layers of newspaper
tied with string (see photo, right).

INGREDIENTS:

e 225 self raising flour

o Half a teaspoon salt,

e 1.5 teaspoons ground mixed spice

e 200g butter

e 200g dark brown sugar

» 2 tablespoons black treacle

e 4 eggs

e 800g mixed dried fruit

e 100g mixed peel

e 150g glacé cherries, halved

e 100g chopped walnuts or almonds

o 3 tablespoons brandy or sherry

o Packet of ready-to-use marzipan

o Packet of ready-to-use royal icing

e Food dyes

o Smarties or other decoration

METHOD:

1. Preheat the oven to 1509/130° fan/gas mark 2

2. Combine the flour, salt and mixed spice.

3. Cream butter, sugar and treacle together until light and fluffy

4. Beat the eggs and add the eggs and flour alternately to the
mix until all is incorporated. Stir well.

5. Fold in the nuts, cherries and mixed peel, then stir in the
mixed dried fruit.

6. Turn into the prepared cake tin and make a slight hollow in
the centre.

7. Bake in a cool oven for 3—3.5 hours until firm to the touch.

8. Allow to cool, then make a few holes in the top with a
skewer. Pour over the brandy.

9. Wrap in greaseproof paper and store in an airtight tin for at

least a week. The cake will improve and mature for much
longer. You can add extra tablespoons of brandy later.

To ice the cake:
1. Roll and place the marzipan over the cake. Leave a few days.

2. Roll most of the royal icing and lay it over the marzipan layer.

3. Colour the remaining royal icing with food dyes, roll and cut
out shapes and place on the cake. Use star cutters if you
have them and blue and green smarties. Much easier!

‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘
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EASTCOMBE
~  SCREEN ON THE GREEN
~ ALL OF US STRANGERS
_. Starring: Andrew
« Scott, Paul Mescal,
Jamie Bell, Claire Foy
* This British romantic
~. fantasy tells the story of a =
» screenwriter drawn back [JEZ
< to his childhood home. [BELlEIS
Entering into a fledgling ek A
relationship with his
downstairs neighbour, he discovers a

’* mysterious new way to heal from losing
his parents 30 years ago.

Eastcombe Village Hall
Saturday 16th November
7.30pm (doors open 7pm)

Admission: £5 per person
Ice Creams: £2 each

ALL WELCOME’

Y Y Yo Yo ¥ Yo Ye Yo e Yo Ye Y WO W

Blsley Chr'ls'rmas Marke‘r

i‘ t
Refreshments, breakfast rolls, local
produce, cakes, fresh eggs.
Gifts, handmade cards, jewellery,
Christmas stockings, bird toxes dog
treats and so much more.
Perfect time to pick up Christmas gifts

Christmas Special

Sunday 17™ November g
Raffle in aid of Longfield Hospice g

BISLEY BLUE COATS PRIMARY PTA SWEET STALL

10.30am to 1.30pm

WI Village Hall, cdmis,,

Bisley 6L6 7AX
PLEASE SUPPORT LOCAL SMALL BUSINESS!
(Additional parking at Bisley Bluecoats school)

WHATS ON tn NOVEMBER at

CHALFORD SPORTS & SOCIAL CLUB?

o Friday 1st November: Single Hop Beer tasting: 7pm

hut refurbishment: 6.30pm (7pm start)

« Sunday 3rd November: Chalford Market: 10am-1pm Chalford Sports & Social Club.

o Tuesday 5th November: Tuesday Lunch Club: 12 noon T First Tussdariof tne month.
o Friday 15th November: Short Mat Bowls social: 7pm T
. Saturday 30" November: A Night of Classic Rock: Fallen Idols & Rare Refreshments available from bar,

Breed: Doors open 7pm

o Every Wednesday 10-12.30pm: “Make it” craft group & cafe open
Any queries please email: Infochalfordssc@gmail.com email infochalfordssc@gmail.com
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Saturday 2nd November: Quiz in aid of Riding for the Disabled & tennis

The Lunch Club

Everyone is welcome at TLC, with a special
invitation to those affected by dementia

Join us for a friendly and welcoming lunch

Secure your booking contact Ali Brady
07595 882948 or
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FRITHWOOD SURGERY A —
PATIENT PARTICIPATION GROUP (PPG) |lQatient

_ _ _ _ Participation
Frithwood Surgery PPG is a registered charity and our Group

committee members have a range of backgrounds and

experience. Our focus is supporting the surgery and its patient community,
building links between the two in order to improve the patient experience.
Some of the support provided by the PPG in recent times include:

e A spare vaccine fridge, enabling the vaccination of hundreds of patients at
COVID/flu clinics in a single day.

o Blood pressure monitors available on loan for home monitoring

 Special bariatric chair for the waiting room

. P?Indlegld 12 lead ECGs, used by GPs and nurses to detect potential heart problems in patients without a
ull E

e A new clinical room, providing extra space for more staff, kitting out and transforming an area previously
used for storage.

o Organising two CPR and defibrillator training sessions to support our patient community.
Other items are being planned, including a Christmas Party for patients aged over 75.

Supporting Frithwood PPG

You can support Frithwood PPG by joining the committee or becoming a member of the 100 Club, which is
how the PPG raises the majority of its funds. Members pay an annual fee of £24 to join the 100 club and
there are quarterly prizes of £300.

If you would like to join the 100 Club or the committee please email frithwoodppg@gmail.com

EXTEND A *New Netball >

YOURSELEF... | Teams at '" "
Hello, my name is Barbara Thomas bele Social Netball League
Weldon and I run ‘Extend for School ‘
You’, Extend Exercise + Tuesday nights (inside!)
Classes for the over 60s at Eastcombe | (. From 6:30pm
Village Hall every Wednesday morning | |. 40 minute games
at 10.45pm. « £5a game
Extend classes aim to improve posture, + Division 4 standard, so | PRy |
strength, mobility, balance and co- fine for those who have Jff  MOVIUALPLAYERS WANTED
ordination and afterwards we have refresh- played before and know L3 SN
ments and some social time together. the rules.
For more information, call 07816 533206 or If y°Usg;‘qaég;%revsﬁ%dn'q?glﬁt'”égg ;E:%ggaemm'a?lr- know
email: bandbweldon1@gmail.com char@netbalifunleaque. co.uk

INTERESTED IN LOCAL HISTORY?

Join the Eastcombe & Bismore Local
History Group on Facebook.

%

The only safe bonfire is if |
ake it on the day of |

Calling all arty and crafty people!

) (
site at I/u.\ Hme ¢ / year %y

Can you or a local group knit?

J’HHHJ’HHJ’H#HJ’HHJ’HJJJ’J’JJJ’J’ Sew? Paint? Make jewellery? Crochet?
THE BUSSAGE BOP "; ? iy Model Clay? We’re looking for hand

TE \\ dJd | crafted items to sell this Christmas.
= Ladies, enJo(; :‘;voz:::l?g:/gglr?; a;fjir:j‘;)ncmg to /) \1 %
dd / " Could you make 15 things to
dd Your old favourite 60s/70s hits. A \ J9d celebrate our 15th anniversary?
3 Bussage Village Hall, 7.30-9.30pm: °~ 3
J’ . Brlng your own drinks and nibbles. J: [OfRe '[§] Need ideas? Scan the QR code to visit
..-"- 4 g‘f u-14 our Pinterest page. Donations needed
'y NEXT BOP: THURSDAY DECEMBER 5TH J9 | SEEEECTEY  before 15th November. Contact Julie
7/ ':" Text to book your place and for admission charges: “? SRR
ﬁ Z? Anna: 07731 777 597 g Qollzorts
RRARRRRRRRRRRIRRRRRRRIRRRIRRIRRRE




VILLAGE HISTORIES... The first in an occasional series of

profiles of characterful men and women of Eastcombe,
compiled from notes made by Dr Malcolm Lambert, who lived
in the village for many years.

This month, Dr Lambert tells us about

BETTY ATKINSON...

Betty Atkinson, of The Old Bakehouse, Eastcombe, will be
remembered by many. One of 4 children - 3 daughters and
=1 a3 Son—her father was a determined Methodist. He refused, Christian
on principle, to sign the 39 Articles and so as a teacher all faiths and
earned very little. 'We were poor as church mice,' Betty
W remembered. Betty’s sister, Miss Kitto, also lived in

= Eastcombe, at 7he Little House, while their brother, HD F
& Kitto, became Professor of Greek at Bristol University. He
wrote the Classic Penguin short introduction to 7Ae Greeks.

Mrs Atkinson's first husband was Leslie Comrie, a New Zealander. Despite
deafness and losing a leg in the trenches of the Great War, Leslie went on to
become both a pioneer in mechanical computation and a distinguished
astronomer, founding, in 1937, the world's first private company for scientific
computing. During World War II, he headed a team of 30 scientists to
computerise war work, and later used this technology to computerise the
British football pools. Leslie died on 11th December 1950, aged 57, and a
crater on the moon and an asteroid, 3521 Comrie, are named after him. e

Interestingly, one of Betty’s sisters also married an astronomer.

A notable needlewoman, Betty was an expert at tatting, using a shuttle and
thread to create knotted lace. It might be presumed that this craft is all but
forgotten, but Facebook groups on the subject have several thousand members!

Betty’s married her 2nd husband, Thomas Atkinson, in 1958. They moved
from Wallbridge House, Stroud, to The Old Bakehouse, Eastcombe, but, sadly, he

died of a heart attack just a month after they arrived.

Betty played her part in local affairs, serving for a time as a governor of
Her son, Julian Comrig, is a noted

Eastcombe Primary School.

photographer. She died in 1998 at the age of 92, having lived long
enough to see the birth of a great grandchild, and is remembered by
many in Eastcombe as a very nice woman.

Jicta %uy a few bags of

thought... pet food for a
shelter instead of
fireworks. Make
a difference
instead of noise.

The
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Quenchin

Thirst for uﬂlhy

NAME THAT VIEW!
How well do you know our villages?

October’s photo was taken from
the roof of Eastcombe Baptist
Chapel, looking towards
Chancewell & the Toadsmoor
Valley.

November’s photo is again taken
in or around the 3 villages.
Can you identify its
location?

The answer will be revealed in
the December issue.

HILLTOP CAFE CHUKCH

Worship for those of

none

Sunday 17th Nov

2.30pm
EASTCOMBE VILLAGE HALL

BROUGHT TO YOU FROM
THE PARISH OF BUSSAGE & EASTCOMBE

OPEN STUDIO
of Paintings & Pottery
by John Bailey

www. johnbaileyart.co.uk

B e

Saturday 3oth Nov
— Sunday 8th Dec
11.00 am — 5.00 pm

SRS Winsley Cottage
Oakridge Lynch, Glos,
GL6 7NZ

01285 760659

Please call John first if
you are planning to come
during the week

IN AID OF CANCER RESEARCH

WHAT’S ON in NOVEMBER?

3 Nov: Chalford Market, Chalford

Sports & Social Club, 10am-1pm

5 Nov: Hilltop Gardening Club Meeting,

Eastcombe Scout HQ, 1.30pm for a

1.45pm start

6 Nov: Bisley-with-Lypiatt PC

meeting, Bisley Village Hall, 7.30pm

6-10 Nov: Stroud Book Festival

9 Nov: Eastcombe Act of Remem-

brance, 10.45am, war memorial, Dr

Crouch’s Road/First Aid Course for

Parents, Eastcombe Village Hall, 2-4pm

11 Nov: EVG meeting, 7.30pm,

Eastcombe Village Hall annex

13 Nov: Christmas Craft Fair, Frith

Youth Centre, 10am-12 noon/Bussage

Primary School Open Day, 9.30am

14 Nov: Eastcombe Primary School

Open Day, 9.15-10.45am

17 NOVEMBER: DEADLINE FOR
DECEMBER NEWSLETTER

16 Nov: Eastcombe Screen on the

Green, Eastcombe Village Hall. Doors

open 7pm film starts 7.30pm

17 Nov: Hilltop Café Church, 2.30pm,

Eastcombe Village HaII/BlsIey Christmas

Market, Bisley Village Hall, 10.30am-

1.30pm

23 Nov: Christmas Craft Fair, The

Lamb Inn, 2-4pm

27 Nov: ChalCAN meeting, 7.30pm

venue TBC

30 Nov—8 Dec: Open Studio, 11am-

5pm, Winsley Cottage, France Lynch

8




