
  

WELCOME TO THE MAY ISSUE.  To receive a FREE digital copy of the newsletter every month, by 
email, please contact eastcombebandbnews@gmail.com.   

 

Printed copies available, 60p each, from Eastcombe Stores & Post Office, Frith Community Café &  
Chalford Parish Centre.  The newsletter is also available to customers of Head First & The Lamb Inn. 

 

Please send items for the June issue to eastcombenewsletter@btinternet.com by NOON on 17th May.   

FREE Digitally! 
 

60p- FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK 

RAISING THE EASTCOMBE FLAG! 
 

The (sunny!) afternoon of Friday 12th April saw an  
expectant crowd gather on Eastcombe Green: staff and 

children of Eastcombe Primary School, villagers, and  
Derrick Witt and Dave Godwin of Chalford Band, all come 

to witness the first raising of the new Eastcombe flag.  
 

Inspired by the children’s ideas, the flag was designed by 
Eastcombe artist Chris James.  Master of ceremonies was 

Gerry Moutrey, who co-ordinated the flag’s creation. 
 

The flag, which was funded by the Eastcombe Village 
Group, was raised by three lucky children from the school, 
serenaded by the band members, before poems, specially 

written for the occasion, were read out. 

ELECTIONS: 2nd May 
 

SEE 
PAGE 7 

&  
PAGE 8 

for 
more 

details. 

STORIES & HISTORIES... 
 

INTERESTED IN LOCAL HISTORY? 
 

Join the Eastcombe & Bismore Local 
History Group at Eastcombe Village 
Hall on Saturday 11th May, 2-4pm, 

for an afternoon of local history. 
 

The group, which was created during lock-
down, has existed up to now on Facebook,  

although the staging of the 2022 Jubilee local 
history exhibition at Eastcombe Primary School 
proved a successful foray into the real world.   

 

The afternoon of 11th May will offer a chance 
to chat (face to face!) with others interested in 

the history of Eastcombe & Bismore, to see 
again some of the material from the 2022  

exhibition, and to bring along any photos or 
memories which you're happy to share (there 

is no obligation to bring anything & everyone is 
welcome).  Refreshments will be available. 

 

ALL WELCOME!  

‘MAY’ BE SEE 
THE HILLTOP 

BAND? 
 

The Hilltop Village 
Band will play on 
Eastcombe Green 

to celebrate the 
month of May on 

May 6th,  
11am—12 noon 

(weather permitting!). 

National Garden Scheme 
EASTCOMBE & BUSSAGE 

OPEN GARDENS 
Sunday 5th May & Monday 6th May 

1.30 - 5.30pm 
Tickets and maps available on the day from   

Redwood, Bussage GL6 8AZ (signposted from 
Bussage Village Hall) & Eastcombe Village Hall 

Combined entry £8, Children free 
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ChalCAN update: 
 

Now that the weather is perking up, why not try our new 5km local cycling route? It is 
a family friendly 5km circuit on gentler hills and quieter roads. See our website for  
details (chalcan.org.uk) and look out for the green signs marking the route. 
 

Book now for our upcoming biodiversity events: 
 Saturday 18th May, 9.30am: Morning Bird Walk: Find out about our local birds.  
 Saturday 15th June: Butterfly and Bumble Bee Wander, GWT Blackness Reserve. 
 Saturday 6th July: Guided walk through Dimmelsdale GWT Reserve with reserve 

manager, Grove Sykes, manager of all the reserves in the Golden Valley, who will talk 
through conservation plans for our area. 

For further information and to reserve places contact info@chalcan.org.uk. 
 

Plant a tree! It’s not too late to plant container-grown trees and hedges. Even a small 
tree adds a huge number of leaves sucking in carbon and giving out oxygen. Due to ash 
dieback, over 10,000 trees need to be replaced in the next few years. Every leaf helps!   
 

Fancy a tree outside your house? Gloucestershire County Council want to increase 
the number of trees in our neighbourhoods. Join with neighbours and share the cost of 
sponsoring a new tree!  And email info@chalcan.org.uk if you’d like help with applying. 

BISLEY-WITH-LYPIATT PARISH COUNCIL NEWS: MAY 2024 
https://bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk/ 
 

Contact Details: The easiest way to contact the Parish Council is to email the Clerk, Heather Finlay, on  
admin@bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk  If you would prefer to phone, call 01285 760840, but please avoid  
ringing at weekends. It is now unlikely that we will be able to restore the old parish phone number as  
OpenReach will no longer install the necessary infrastructure. 
 

Our Parish Council Elections are ‘Uncontested’, so no election of Parish Councillors will take place on May 
2nd.  The 4 Eastcombe Ward Councillors are Colin Clifton, Mike Eccott, Emma Hammond, and Louie Wilkes. 
Details of their individual areas of responsibility will be published on the website in due course. Colin Clifton 
has replaced Jen Exley following her decision not to stand again because of her move to Sussex. Colin is an 
ex-Parish Councillor and PC Chairman and we look forward to drawing on his experience. Details of the  
Bisley and Oakridge Ward Councillors are on the website. 
 

Stroud District Council Elections: The election of our Stroud District Councillor will take place on May 
2nd.  Remember that if you vote in person you will need some form of photo identification. 
 

The Annual Parish Meeting will be held on Wednesday 1st May at Bisley Village Hall.  It commences 
at 7.30pm and is open to all parishioners.  For recipients of a S137 grant from the Parish Council, we would 
appreciate the attendance of a member of your organisation to help us to understand how our grant has  
assisted you and how we might help further in the coming year.  Local organisations such as allotments and 
sporting activities are welcome to use the meeting as a platform to explain how your organisation works and 
to encourage new members and attendees.  There will be an opportunity to hear how Parish Council funds 
have been used and reports from the Chairman and Ward Leads.  We shall be providing some refreshments 
after the meeting, so you are welcome to stay and chat.  Please spread the word about the event – we 
would like to welcome as many people as possible.  Do come along! 

DISTRICT COUNCIL NEWS 
 

Canal Restoration: Permission has been granted for the restoration of the ‘missing mile’ of the  
Stroudwater Canal, under the M5 at Eastington, to include a towpath with new pedestrian bridge, a new 
mooring basin with space for 44 non-residential moorings, and a 2 storey building comprising a café 
and canal basin manager’s accommodation. This will finally link Stroud to the River Severn and the 
rest of the country’s canals and bring significant environmental, community and economic benefits to the 
local area. Work will start later this year. 
 

Community Funding: A new crowdfunding scheme will help community groups to raise funds, with  
successful projects also receiving council funding. The scheme is expected to launch later this year. 
 

Grass Cutting Changes: The Council’s grass cutting regime will change to follow good practice, aiding  
nature recovery and helping reduce carbon emissions.  On 25% of the 90 square kilometres of SDC-
maintained land, grass will only be cut around trees once a year, to improve tree health, lessen soil  
compaction and damage to the trees, reduce costs, and improve biodiversity and habitats for wildlife. Spring 
bulbs and wildflower seeds will be planted around trees.  
 

Empty Homes Loan: SDC offers homeowners an interest free loan of up to £15,000 for repairs and refur-
bishment to properties empty for more than 12 months if they are then used for affordable rented housing. 
 

Council Appointments: I was recently appointed to the Audit and Standards Committee, and remain on 
Environment and Development Control. I have also been appointed Vice Chair of Council, following the death 
of Councillor Norman Kay of Nailsworth. Of course, this and all appointments are only until the District  
Council elections on May 2nd.    
 

Martin Brown - martin.brown@stroudgreens.org.uk – 01452 770878 
 

Promoted by Rob Brookes on behalf of Stroud District Green Party at 17 Great George St, Bristol BS1 5QT. 

@ The Lamb Inn 



3 

CHALFORD PARISH COUNCIL NEWS  
Chalford Parish Centre, 50 Geralds Way, Chalford, Stroud, 
Gl6 8FJ; 01453 887204; info@chalford-glos.gov.uk   
www.chalford-glos.gov.uk.  Facebook. 

 

Annual Parish Meeting: All are invited to our Annual Parish Meeting at 7pm on 
Thursday 16th May at France Lynch Church Rooms.  This year’s theme is ‘Your 
Future Parish’ and we will be hearing from local schools and youth groups.  This is a 
meeting for our parishioners and everyone is welcome.  A light buffet, wine and soft 
drinks will be provided.  Come along to hear more, we look forward to meeting you. 
 

D-DAY 80TH Anniversary: 6th June: Please come along to 
Chalford Sports and Social Club from 6.30pm on 6th June to 
help us mark this occasion. There will be a performance from 
Chalford Silver Band at 7.30pm and the lighting of the bea-
con will take place at 9.15pm. It is National Fish and Chip 
Day, so portions of fish and chips will be available to pur-
chase, Cotswold Ice Cream Co will be selling ice cream and 
waffles and the bar will be open. We hope to see you there. 

 

Allotments: We have a few vacant plots!  This is a rare opportunity and the perfect 
time to start growing your own. Please contact lucy@chalford-glos.gov.uk. 
 

Over the last few years your Footpath Volunteers have 
worked to improve accessibility to the Parish’s playing 
fields for wheelchair and mobility scooter users. We start-
ed by putting stone down where the surface was muddy, 
and then widened gaps and replaced difficult-to-use safety 
barriers. Now, after a recent successful trial laying hoggin 
(fine, buff-coloured self-binding gravel) at a Bussage play-
ing field entrance, we’ll be rolling out hoggin at all playing 
field entrances that need its smooth, firm finish. We’ll also 
put it on the new path into the Frith Wood car park.  

BUSSAGE PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 

Staffing Update: Our biggest update this month is 
to inform you about the upcoming change in school 
leadership. Andy Ferguson will be leaving at the end 
of the summer term after 16 years at the school and 
Zoe White will be taking over as substantive Head in 
the Autumn term. (Andy and Zoe will remain as  
co-head teachers for the summer term).  
 

Boccia Competition & Multi-Skills:  
Our Key Stage 2 children took part in 
a Boccia competition at Archway 
School and won! Congratulations.  
Boccia is a kind of Crown Bowls type 
game with bean bags.  

 

Our Key Stage 1 children 
also took part in a multi-skills event at 
Archway and various activities allowed 
them to enjoy a variety of sporting  
challenges. 
 
 

September 2024 Year Group Spaces - If you are 
new to the area, or looking for a school place for 
your child, we will have space in Reception for intake 
September 2024. We will also have September 2024 
spaces in Year 1, Year 3 and Year 5. Please contact 
us on 01453 883 205 for more information and to 
arrange a visit.  
 

Hall Lettings: Did you know that our school hall is 
available for hire? It’s a great place to use for clubs, 
choirs, meetings, even children’s parties. There are 
opportunities for its use on evenings and weekends. 
Please contact the school office for more information 
about cost and availability.   
 

Visit us! New to the area? Have a child who will be 
starting school soon?  We would love to show you 
around our school.  Please contact us for details on 
01453 883205.  

EASTCOMBE PRIMARY SCHOOL  

 

Flying the Flag for Eastcombe! It was such an 
honour for the children of Eastcombe School to be 
involved in creating a flag for Eastcombe!  Mrs 
Jones, Head Teacher, is thrilled that the children 
were part of this unique opportunity.  She thanked 
everyone involved in the flag’s development and 
production; it was a proud moment for Eastcombe 
School and for the whole community. More details 
and photos on the front page. 
 

Games fun at Badgers wrap 
around care club! Don't  
forget we take last minute book-
ings for both breakfast and after 
school care. Contact the office 
for more details. 
 

Hedgehog class have been  
learning about artists Alice Kettle 
and Hannah Rae, who combine 
paint and sewing, art and craft. 
The class created an underpaint-

ing of a landscape on calico cloth, 
then added sewing to make marks 
over the painted backgrounds. 
Hedgehogs you did a brilliant job! 
 

The bikeability group are  
enjoying their course!  Children in 
Year 5 are given the opportunity 
to learn how to ride their bikes 
safely and confidently.  They have 
learnt so much already about how 
to stay safe on the roads.  
 

 

For more information about Eastcombe  
Primary School, contact  

 

01452 770227, admin@eastcombe.gloucs.sch.uk or 
visit www.eastcombe.gloucs.sch.uk/   

@ The Lamb Inn 
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HILLTOP GARDENING CLUB HAPPENINGS… 
www.hilltopgardeningclub.org.uk   
 

Spring was in the air at our April meeting, when we welcomed Flower 
Farmer Rachel Golding-Barrett from The Tetbury Flower Company as 
our guest speaker. Her flower farm is situated in a walled garden in 
Sopworth, near Sherston, on the Badminton Estate.  
 

Demand for UK cut flowers has exploded, with at least 30 flower 
farms around the country. British cut flower growers provided all the 
flowers in Westminster Abbey for the King’s Coronation in 2023. In 
2024 brides are driving the trend. Rachel has a particular passion for 
growing dahlias – popular now with young Instagram influencers. 
 

Rachel is currently in the process of pricking out 6,500 seedlings and 
is about to start the first of her monthly farm tours. In June she holds 
‘snips & buckets’ sessions (booked online), when visitors can cut any 
flowers they want. Workshops take place throughout the year on the 
farm, including hand-tie bouquet and wreath workshops.    
 

Rachel gave us practical advice for creating our own cut flower patch. 
A bed 3m x 1m should provide ample cut flowers throughout the year. 
Planning is key, and the plants one might consider include Focals 
(dahlias, roses), Fillers (nigella, ami majus) and Foliage (grasses, mint 
- provides a feeling of movement in an arrangement). 
 

At the end of the meeting members were able to purchase beautiful 
narcissi, tulips and sweet pea seedlings brought from the farm. 
 

Our next meeting: at 7:15pm on 7th May at Eastcombe Village 
Hall, is our ‘Plant & Pre-Loved Tools Auction’. Admission is free for 
members and £3 for non-members.  

VILLAGE MATTERS…  
 

THIS MONTH, SOME THOUGHTS 
ABOUT SHARED SPACES: 

 

HOW FAST WOULD YOU SAY IT IS SAFE TO 
DRIVE ALONG A PAVEMENT?   

 

A strange question, you might say? But, in our hilltop 
villages, where so many lanes have no separate pavement, 
roadways are often a shared space, meaning that cars drive where 

pedestrians walk.   
 

Some drivers, perhaps who are not used to this rural  
phenomenon, might consider any tarmacked ‘road’ the 

domain of a vehicle, but that’s not the case on our hilltop, 
or in much of the Stroud area.  As well as  

providing pedestrian access to properties, lanes often lead 
to footpaths, making them places where you are very 

likely to meet pedestrians—perhaps when you least expect it. 
 

So, next time you are driving the narrow, pavement-less 
lanes of the hilltop – and this includes some 

of our ‘main’ village roads - consider: 
 

HOW FAST IS IT REALLY SAFE TO 
DRIVE? 

 

THANK YOU FOR DRIVING 
CAREFULLY! 

REST A WHILE…   
 

A new bench has been installed at 
the top of the steep path known as 
the ‘Death Slide’, which links Wells 
Road, in Eastcombe, to Bismore.  
Tired walkers can now rest their 
feet while admiring the view over 

the Toadsmoor Valley. 
 

Thank you to the Eastcombe  
Footpath Group for their hard work. 

 

CRICKET CLUB QUIZ RAISES CASH! 
 

Eastcombe Cricket Club held a very successful 
quiz at the village hall on Saturday 13th April.  
 

Attended by 70+ members, family and friends, and  
hosted by the Second Team Captain, Stu (Encyclopaedia)  
Evans, nearly £1300 was raised and a great night had by all!   
 

The Cricket Club would like to thank everyone for their generosity and 
for supporting our village club on the night.  They would also like to 
thank the Vice Presidents for their continuing support over the years. 

BisCAN:Bisley, Eastcombe & Oakridge Climate Action Network  

bisleyeastcombeoakridgecan@gmail.com  
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Eastcombe Baptist Church 
 

A service is held on Sunday mornings, 10:30am at the 
church in Dr Crouch’s Road, Eastcombe. 

St Michael’s & All Angels, Bussage 
 

Visitors are always welcome. Our services this 
month are: 
 

May 12th: Holy Communion at 9.30am  
May 19th: Morning Prayer at 9.30am 
May 19th: Hilltop Cafe Church at 
2.30pm (see poster)  
May 26th: Holy Communion at 9.30am  
 

On other Sundays there are services in different 
parts of the Benefice. Visit 
www.bisleybenefice.org.uk for details, or join 
our mailing list: pewslipsbisley@hotmail.com.   
 

For weddings, funerals & baptisms, contact 
Revd. Sue Murray: vicar@bisleybenefice.org.uk 

GOING POTTY… 
 

The arrival of colourful  
bedding plants in the garden 
centres tells us that it’s time 
to plant up containers and 
pots for the summer season.   
 

Containers are a wonderful way to enhance an outdoor 
space, giving a sense of theatre with themed colours, 
shapes and scents, which can be changed as the season 
progresses to maintain a stunning show. They also allow 
us to grow plants not suited to our alkaline soil, and ten-
der varieties which need to spend the winter under cover.  
 

When it comes to choosing a container, you need to 
consider not only aesthetics but position, and ‘portability’, 
as well as the requirements of the plants to be put in it.   
 

Metal planters can heat up dramatically in a sunny  
position so need to be somewhere shady, or be given an 
insulating liner, or bubble wrap, to prevent damage to 
plant roots.  Traditional terracotta pots are wonderful 
for drought-tolerant plants like lavender and geraniums, 
as they are porous.  However, they can be hard work if 
growing moisture-loving plants as they need constant wa-
tering.  Consider lining them with an old compost bag or a 
piece of pond liner to reduce drying out. A saucer under 
the pot will also help. Glazed pots are a good alternative 
and come in a range of colours.  Cost effective wooden 
containers may rot over time, so lining is recommended 
to prevent contact between soil and wood.  Stone pots 
are a wonderful investment and long-lived (but heavy!), 
while recycled plastic containers can be very convincing 
copies and are much lighter than the real thing.  
 

In general, the larger the container the easier 
the maintenance. Less watering is needed 
and you can group plants to create a  
dramatic display, generating a microclimate 
which will increase humidity and provide 
shade around the roots to prevent 
drying out.  Grouping small pots 
together will have a similar effect. 

 

Finally, if you would rather re-use and recycle, 
there are plenty of less conventional planters 
available to those with a little imagination! 

EASTCOMBE WI 
 

Pauline welcomed members to 
the March meeting.  Dates 
were announced for the Craft 
and Scrabble Club and the Lunch 
Club.  Jill and Sarah will be in 
charge of our 2025 programme.  There will be 
a trading stall in April, and Olive asked for 
cakes for the Open Gardens in May. 
 

Our speaker was Janice Fisher from Chipping 
Campden. We learned about C.R. Ashlee, a 
founder of the Guild of Handicrafts in London. 
The Guild later moved to Chipping Campden 
and, in the Old Silk Mill, started workshops to 
train apprentices and sell wares from cabinet 
makers, jewellers and metalworkers, cerami-
cists, cloth makers, as well as book printing and 
binding. The Great War led to a shortage of 
workers and the enterprise dwindled and was 
wound up in the 1920s.  There are still  
jewellers in Chipping Campden associated with 
the Guild.  Janice was thanked by Glenys. 
 
 

Members were welcomed to the April meeting 
by our President, Pauline. Business was quickly 
dealt with, including a report from the Annual 
Council Meeting. We have a new Chairman, Liz 
Goldie, and thanks were given to Janice for her 
tenure, which started in Covid. There is a new 
venue for the County Christmas concert, at St. 
Matthew's Church.  
 

We then had a most entertaining and  
informative talk from Helen Plum, geologist and 
gemologist. From her interest, aged 5, in shiny 
stones in her mother's rings, to an education in 
geology and a job with BP in the North Sea, she 
qualified in gemology and opened a shop in 
Winchcombe, trading around the world in  
precious stones, and designing settings.  There 
were slides of gems, and her range of  
specimens was superb.  She was thanked by 
Pauline and applauded by the members. 
 

Eastcombe WI are a friendly group of women 
who enjoy friendships, good speakers and  
outings. Most meetings are open to visitors for 
a small fee and new members are welcome.   
 

Meetings take place on the 3rd Tuesday of the 
month, 7.15pm at Eastcombe Village Hall, and 
usually include some form of entertainment.   
 

For more information please contact the  
Secretary, Glenys Sharpe, on 01453 886298. 
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MINNIE’S WILDLIFE RESCUE NEEDS YOUR HELP!   
 

Minnie’s Wildlife Rescue, in Bussage, is busier than ever!  
 

In 2023, Debby, who runs Minnie’s, rehabilitated and  
released more than 465 animals & birds in a record-  

breaking year.  2024 has already seen 105 animals and 
birds released in the busiest start to a year ever, and  

Minnie’s is currently caring for over 110 more.  In addition, 
Minnie’s is the dedicated intensive care & hand rearing unit 

for the Brimscombe-based Help a Hedgehog Hospital.  
 

CAN YOU HELP?  The rescue currently needs 
animal and bird food (e.g. tins of Hills A/D and  
Royal Canin Mother & Babycat biscuits), hay and kitchen roll.  
 

To help, please visit Debby’s Wish List: 
www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/256P7AW3MB075 - the 

rescue is very grateful for anything you can afford. You can 
also buy the rescue a gift voucher for them to spend.   

 

             THANK YOU! 

HEDGEHOG AWARENESS WEEK: 5-11 MAY! 
 

The British Hedgehog Preservation Society (BHPS) is a UK charity dedicated to helping 
hedgehogs in practical ways, with a list of hedgehog rescue centres across the UK.   
Download and share the Hedgehog Week official poster: https://buff.ly/3TrltTj or email  
info@britishhedgehogs.org.uk to request paper copies. #Hedgehogs 
 

WHAT IS A HEDGEHOG?  The Latin name of the British hedgehog is Erinaceus europaeus.  A  
hedgehog’s back and sides are covered in 1” spines (actually modified hairs) - an average adult has 5-7,000 
spines) with its face, chest and belly covered with coarse, grey-brown fur. A hedgehog has a small tail. 
 

HELP A HEDGEHOG!  Hedgehogs, surprisingly, are well-established in towns and cities, making good 
use of cemeteries, railway land, waste land and both public and private gardens - as long as they are joined 
up with hedgehog highways (see below).  In rural areas, however, hedgehogs are struggling, with 
around half of all hoglets born in the wild not surviving to adulthood. So, how can you help? 
 

 PROVIDE A SAFE ENVIRONMENT in gardens and allotments.  Garden with wildlife in mind,   
leaving a corner or edge as a sanctuary – let hedgehogs hoover up your garden pests! 

 

 GIVE THEM A WAY OUT: provide exit ramps to ponds - hedgehogs and small  
mammals can swim, but may die if they cannot get out. Rocks, or even chicken wire to 
act as a scrambling net, will help them to climb out.  With cattle grids, fit a small 
ramp to help trapped animals – see the BHPS leaflet ‘Ramps’.  Cut CD sized (5”×5”) 
‘hedgehog highway’ holes in fences so that hedgehogs can get easily in and out of 
your garden: Joining gardens is one of the best ways to help hedgehogs! 

 

 OFFER DINNER: Supplement a hedgehog’s natural diet of 
beetles and worms with meat-based pet food or crunchy hedgehog/
cat biscuits.  Multiple feeding stations in different parts of the garden reduces confron-
tations at food bowls, or try scattering food to encourage natural foraging behaviour. 
Provide a bowl of clean drinking water.  Never give milk - it makes hedgehogs ill.  
 

 DRIVE CAREFULLY, especially at night.  SLOW DOWN FOR WILDLIFE! 
 

 NO CHEMICALS PLEASE! Pesticides are dangerous to wildlife, especially 
slug pellets: hedgehogs may eat them or the poisoned slugs and snails they kill 
(metaldehyde slug pellets were banned in the UK in 2022, but some still exist).  Try 
alternatives, which often work very well: copper bands round pots, ‘beer-traps’ (make 
sure hedgehogs cannot access them to drink). Sprinkling coffee grounds (free from 

many coffee shops) round plants also deters slugs.  See the BHPS leaflet on Creating a Wildlife Garden. 
 

 CHECK, CHECK, CHECK: Garden rubbish should be carefully checked before burning or disposal. 
Grass, especially if longer than usual for No Mow May, is another home for wildlife, so take care before 
mowing and strimming. Netting, e.g. for covering fruit, can be a major entanglement hazard to hedge-
hogs: store unused net safely and keep pea netting 22-30cm off the ground so hedgehogs can pass un-
derneath.  Any hedgehog found tangled in netting should be taken to a rescue centre for checking over.  

 

 DON’T DROP LITTER: Inquisitiveness can get hedgehogs into trouble: heads get stuck in containers 
and multipack plastic rings can trap them.  Cut bands through and always dispose of litter responsibly. 

 

SPOTTED A HEDGEHOG? Log any sightings on the Big Hedgehog Map - every 'hog logged’ gives a better 
understanding of hedgehog populations in the UK!  Visit www.bighedgehogmap.org.  
 

Seek advice if you see a hedgehog or hoglet in trouble, especially if they are out in the middle of the 
day. Visit the BHPS’ First Aid page, call 01584 890 801 or visit our local hospital: www.helpahedgehog.org.  
 

Find out more about helping hedgehogs here:  Top-Tips.pdf (britishhedgehogs.org.uk) 
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CAROL’S COOKERY CORNER:  
 

MACARONI CHEESE 
 

A simple, inexpensive vegetarian dish. I have added leeks, 
but you can add any favourite ingredients. The crisp  

topping of breadcrumbs adds to the texture.  
 

Use a large oven proof 2 litre/3.5 pint dish.  
 

 

INGREDIENTS: 
 

 250g dried macaroni 
 2 leeks 
 45g butter 
 45g flour 
 500ml milk 
 1 teaspoon mustard 
 Generous dash of          

Worcestershire sauce 
 150g grated cheddar cheese 
 60g breadcrumbs 
 Salt and pepper 

 

METHOD: 
 

1. Pre-heat the oven to 200ºC/180ºC Fan/Gas Mark 6.  
2. Bring a large saucepan of salted water to the boil and add 

the macaroni. Cook for 5 minutes, then drain.  
3. Trim the leeks, discarding the green bits, then thinly slice.  
4. Melt the butter in a large saucepan, add the leeks and cook 

for 5 minutes until soft.  
5. Add the flour and cook for 2 minutes, stirring constantly. 
6. Add the milk little by little, stirring constantly, and cook    

gently for 5 minutes, stirring until the sauce thickens,       
although the consistency will remain slightly runny.  

7. Add mustard and Worcestershire sauce.  Remove from heat.  
8. Stir in the grated cheese and season.  
9. Add the drained macaroni and stir to combine.  
10.Pour into the ovenproof dish and sprinkle the 

breadcrumbs over the top.  
11.Bake for 20 minutes until golden brown.  
 

    Good served with peas on the side.  

EASTCOMBE  
SCREEN ON THE GREEN  

presents 

THE MIRACLE CLUB 
 

Starring: Laura Linney, 
Kathy Bates, Maggie 
Smith, Stephen Rea 
 

A group of Dublin women 
take a pilgrimage to 
Lourdes, in France.  
A story of faith and  
forgiveness, heartbreak 
and healing, regret and redemption. 

 

Eastcombe Village Hall 
Date: Saturday 18th May 

Time: 7pm for 7.30pm 
 

Admission: £4 per person 

Ice Creams: £2 each 
 

ALL WELCOME! 

Who’s Who in the DISTRICT COUNCIL 
ELECTIONS on 2nd MAY? 

 

Bisley Ward: 
 

 BROWN Martin Andrew (Green Party) 
 DAVIES Stephen Frank (Conservative Party) 
 HUGHES Neil William (Labour Party) 
 RHYS JONES Rod (Liberal Democrats) 
 
 

Chalford Ward: 
 

 BOYLE James (Green Party) 
 FEARNLEY-WHITTINGSTALL Gail Ann     

(Conservative Party) 
 FENTON Helen (Green Party) 
 HAWKINS Kim (Conservative Party) 
 HUGHES Alex (Labour Party) 
 KNIGHT Jed Peter Heathcote (Labour Party) 
 STANLEY Stephen Michael (Labour Party) 
 WATSON Tricia (Green Party) 
 WESTLAKE Tim (Conservative Party) 
 

Click below for more details of the election,  
including the new rules on proof of identity: 

 

Elections 2024 – here’s all the dates, deadlines and 
information you need to know | Stroud District 

 
 
 
 
 

 

FEATHERY FOOLISHNESS! 
 

Congratulations to the eagle-eyed readers who 
spotted that the story about the  

unusual visitor to the hilltop in the April 
issue was, in fact, an April Fool.  

 

However, it may surprise you to learn 
that the South American Long-wattled 
Umbrellabird  IS actually a real bird - 

just not in Bussage! 

Open to all. £15 annually or £3 per lecture.  
Students free. Lectures start 7.30pm on the 2nd 
Wednesday of the month in the Sir Emrys Jones 

Lecture Theatre at the Royal Agricultural  
University, Cirencester.  Tea, coffee & biscuits 

served at 7pm.  Free parking. 

 

Visit www.cirenscience.org.uk for details. 
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NAME THAT VIEW!   

 
 

April’s photo showed (you 
guessed it!) Frith Wood, in 

spring. 
 

May’s photo is once again 
taken in or around the 3 villages. 

 

Can you identify its  
location? 

 

The answer will be revealed in the 
June issue. 

WHAT’S ON in MAY? 
1 May: Bisley-with-Lypiatt Annual Parish 
Meeting, Bisley Village Hall, 7.30pm 
2 May: LOCAL ELECTIONS 
5 May: Chalford Market, 10am-1pm, CSSC 
5-11 May: Hedgehog Awareness Week 
5/6 May: Eastcombe & Bussage Open  
Gardens, 1.30-5.30pm 
6 May: Hilltop Village Band, Eastcombe 
Green, 11am—12 noon (weather permitting) 
7 May: Hilltop Gardening Club Plant &  
Pre-Loved Tools Auction, 7.15pm, Eastcombe 
Village Hall  
8 May: Cirencester Science & Technology 
Society Talk, 7.30pm, RAU 
11 May: Eastcombe & Bismore Local History 
Afternoon, Eastcombe Village Hall, 2-4pm 
16 May: Chalford Annual Parish Meeting, 
7pm, France Lynch Church Rooms 

17th MAY: DEADLINE FOR JUNE 
NEWSLETTER 

18 May: Eastcombe Screen on the Green, 
Eastcombe Village Hall, 7.30pm/ChalCAN Bird 
Walk, 9.30am  
19 May: Hilltop Café Church, Eastcombe 
Village Hall, 2.30pm 

 

  

VILLAGE HISTORIES… HOLY HOLIDAYS AND THE MEDIEVAL YEAR 
 

Looking forward to the upcoming May bank holidays?  Read on to find 
out more about how our seasonal holidays came to be. 
 

The English medieval year, c.13th century, was quite different to that of today, with its 
seasons closely aligned with the agricultural calendar.  Winter ran from Michaelmas 
(September 29) to Christmas, when wheat and rye were sown.  Christmas to Easter 
was when spring crops were sown: oats, peas, beans, barley and vetches.  The end 

of Easter week to Lammas (August 1) was summer, and Lammas to Michaelmas was harvest, or autumn.  
 

While most jobs today have designated annual leave, taken at our convenience, medieval villeins (estate 
workers and tenant farmers), did not.  However, surprisingly, they actually worked fewer days a year than 
many today, due to the 3 great religious festivals that marked the medieval 
year: Christmas, Easter and Pentecost/Whitsunday.  These were ancient 
agricultural festivals, which were subsequently adopted into Christianity.   
 

Christmas was the longest festival, with a 14 day holiday from December 
24th until Epiphany (January 6).  With little farming possible at this time  
because the fields were often frozen or flooded, a villein’s duties were sus-
pended and manorial servants – the hayward, lord’s ploughman, shepherd, 
swineherd etc – received bonuses of food, clothing, drink and firewood. 
 

After Candlemas (2nd February) came Shrove Tuesday, then Ash  
Wednesday, the beginning of Lent and its 40 days of repentance and  
abstinence.  The arrival of Easter Sunday was cause for good cheer, with 
the week following another holiday for the villeins.   
 

Hocktide, just after the Easter holiday, marked the start of medieval  
summer and the Maytime celebrations, when villagers went to the woods to 
cut flowers, greenery and hawthorn, sometimes sleeping there overnight. 
Then they ‘carried the May’ through the village, singing and hanging it from 
windows. 2 smaller feasts – Rogation Days and Ascension – also took place 
during Maytime, which concluded with the feast of Whitsunday, another 
week where the villeins didn’t have to work for their lord.   
 

Life wasn’t all holiday though – June to Christmas saw no more 
time off that year, with the villeins embarking on an endless  
cycle of ploughing, planting and harvesting. 

How well do you 
know our villages? 

Do you know of anyone 
who took part in the  

D-Day Landings of 6th 
June 1944? 

 

We know that some 
hilltop residents were 
on the beaches that day, 
and, as the 80th anniversary of  
Operation Overlord approach-

es, it would be fantastic to  
create a record of all involved. 

 

If you know of anyone who 
was there, or any details which 
connect the hilltop to D-Day, 
we'd love to hear from you. 

 

Please email the newsletter or 
contact the Eastcombe &  

Bismore Local History Group on 
EBLHG@btinternet.com. 

 

Thank you for your help. 


