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FOLLOW US ON EACEBOOK FREE Digitally!

Eastcombe, Bussage & Brownshill Newsletter

WELCOME TO THE JUNE ISSUE. To receive a FREE digital copy of the newsletter every month,
by email, please contact eastcombebandbnews@gmail.com.

Printed copies available, 60p each, from Eastcombe Stores & Post Office, Frith Community Café &
Chalford Parish Centre. The newsletter is also available to customers of Head First & The Lamb Inn.

Please send items for the July issue to eastcombenewsletter@btinternet.com by NOON on 17th June.

SWIFT ACTION
by BisCAN/

Following a generous grant
| from Bisley-with-Lypiatt Parish
= = CounC|l and Several Slgnlflcant Starting point: Eastcombe Primary School
contributions from house/building owners, BisCAN : £3 per map
has procured and erected 12 Swift nest boxes near
the existing small Swift colony in Eastcombe. These
. |l can be seen on the rear of Eastcombe Primary
x School and adjacent cottage, the Baptist Chapel, The
‘ILamb Inn and several private houses.

The first wave of birds returned from Africa in early May, and
these birds are nearly always faithful to their existing nest

sites. The next influx should be younger, newly paired, birds,
which should arrive around late May/early June and be on the STORIES & HISTORIES

lookout for a desirable residence. These are the Swifts which of Eosteombe & Busmore...

nevwwe

Sat 8th & Sun 9th June

2024 Theme: Classic Children’s Stories and Fairytales

we hope may take an interest in the new nest boxes with a It was fantastic to see so many people at
view to breeding in 2025. the local history afternoon on 11th May. A
Thomas Keble School have a group of students keen to help big THANK YOU to those who made it hap-
monitor existing nest sites, plus any uptake of new boxes, pen, and to all who lent a hand on the day
and we hope that Eastcombe residents will also keep an eye while still (hopefully!) enjoying themselves.
open for Swifts showing an interest in the new nest boxes. Thank you to everyone who came along, to
The approximate location of the nest boxes around those who brought photos & memories to
Eastcombe can be found on a fascinating RSPB-sponsored ~ share, who added a post it note to a
app Swift Mapper (www.swiftmapper.org.uk); known occu- display or took the time to come over & say
pied nests from previous years are also shown, together with hello. A nice touch is that the donations

records of ‘screaming parties’. It would be great to add some | | made covered the hire of the hall and the

data this year, so if anyone makes any relevant cost of the refreshments, which made it a

sightings, please let us know by contacting: self-supporting, free event! Thank you to
tonyperry770@yahoo.co.uk everyone who made a donation.

or Watch this space for future events, as the

) _ ) Eastcombe & Bismore Local History Group
bisleyeastcombeoakridgecan@gmail.com ventures beyond Facebook. In the

- meantime, you can find more about local
$ @O, NATIONAL GARDEN SCHEME | | M0 e o racebook. -
NAW Gardens Open For Charity

(GARREN, Eastcombe and Bussage

\[[SCHEMEL Group & GHALFORD

On behalf all your local NGS Gardeners

& our amazing Refreshments Team CSSC MARKET

\

CRAFTY & DELICIOUS @ CHALFORD
& Social Club 10am_1pm

we’d like to say to everyone who joined us: Chalford Sports

Thank You

& see you next year




BISLEY-WITH-LYPIATT PARISH COUNCIL NEWS https://bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk/

Annual Parish Meeting: Thank you to everyone who came along to the Annual Parish Meeting in May. It
was really beneficial to the Council to get some feedback from the local community regarding the various
projects that the PC has supported over the last 12 months. Conversely, it's hoped that the attendees gained
an insight to the workings of the Parish Council together with the challenges and interactions that we have
been engaged in over the past year.

Parish Council Responsibilities: Following the uncontested elections, the Parish Council has now elected

its Chair and Vice Chair for the forthcoming 12 months. Mike Eccott was re-elected as Chair whilst Ian
Greaves (Oakridge Ward) takes over as Vice Chair. The Eastcombe Ward councillors responsibilities are:

e Mike Eccott — Chair and Finance.

o« Emma Hammond — Recreation Ground, Green Spaces, Allotments and Primary School liaison.

e Louie Wilkes — Planning and Snow Warden.

 Colin Clifton — Highways and Footpaths.

o Chris James (ex-officio) Allotment & Tree Warden. Full details will be posted on the website.

Stroud District Council Elections: Martin Brown has been re-elected as our District Councillor, while, as a
member of the Parish Council, he will continue to further the best interests of the Parish with SDC.

Robin Bus Service: It is understood that GCC will be improving local bus transport options by introducing
the Robin Bus service later in the year. This is a ‘ring and ride’ service that will be available within the Stroud
area and once more information is known on how the service will operate, we will publicise the details.

Eastcombe Sign: The Eastcombe village sign has nhow been installed at the end of Dr Crouch’s Road
replacing the one that was stolen last year. Thanks to Ian Trueman for completing the work.

Next Meeting: The next full Parish Council meeting will be held at Bisley Village Hall on Wednesday
June 5" at 7.30pm. All are welcome to attend.

ChalCAN Update Keep in touch with ChalCAN via info@chalcan.org.uk. CAN

Have you tried out Stroud’s new e-bike scheme yet? Run by Transition Stroud and The Bike Drop, the
aim is to help people try making an e-bike part of their transport routine. The bikes are solid and reliable,
suitable for carrying kids, shopping, or just you. They come with helmets, locks and child seats. Bikes are
available at Brimscombe Port (The Bike Drop), Minchinhampton and Stonehouse, and can be booked on
Transition Stroud’s website.

To take a look or chat to somebody who has already made the move to an e-bike, come along to Chalford
Market on Sunday 4 August (Chalford Sports & Social Club, 10am-1pm). ChalCAN will be there with a number
of e-bikes to try, and happy to share hints and tips for making an e-bike part of your commuting life.

Observing the lovely cowslips on Abnash Bank this spring, it is no wonder that Gloucestershire County
Council has recognised it as a Conservation Road Verge. In a recent survey, we identified 21 other beautiful
flowers, including spotted and pyramid orchid. Dyers greenweed, another lovely yellow flower, appears in
swathes here later in the year (the green refers to the clothes dye that it was once used for). Abnash Bank’s
status as Conservation Road Verge helps us to protect this valuable habitat and the many species of plants
and bugs that thrive there. Do have a look if you are passing.

DISTRICT COUNCIL NEWS

Election Result: Thank you to all the residents of Eastcombe, Oakridge and Bisley for re-electing me to the
District Council. I will continue to do my best to represent you and promote the interests of our villages and
countryside. The new council will be made up: 22 Greens, 20 Labour, 7 Conservatives, 2 Lib Dems. At
the last full council meeting before the election, on April 25%, decisions made included:

o No Mow May: The District Council will be leaving almost 100,000m* of grass uncut as part of the national
environmental campaign No Mow May, and is hoping residents will follow its lead. In the council’s latest
resident survey, 82% of people in the Stroud district said they were in support of No Mow May. The
national campaign, led by charity Plantlife, encourages grass to grow and wildflowers to bloom durin
May, which in turn protects wildlife and cuts carbon emissions. Spring bulbs and wildflower seeds will be
planted at the base of trees to aerate the soil and increase biodiversity. Further opportunities to cut grass
less frequently will be assessed throughout the year, with new wildflower meadows created.

o Council motion on managing contaminated land: SDC will write to the Government to request the
funding and resources necessary for the efficient undertaking of the proposed principles of ‘Zane’s Law’.
This seeks to address the crisis of contaminated land in the UK, reinstating legislative provisions removed
by successive governments from the 1990 Environment Protection Act, and to increase national
government funding and support to local authorities to manage contaminated land.

o Car Park at Ebley Mill: The car park by the council office will become a public car park with similar
parking charges to other council car parks. This has been called for and is welcomed by local residents.

e M5 Junction 14 Funding: To fund a design and costing study for the motorway junction, as agreed with
the inspectorate and other authorities to advance the revised Local Plan.

As always, please contact me about any District Council matters:
Martin Brown, cllr.martin.brown@stroud.gov.uk 01452 770878
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Chalford Parish Centre, 50 Geralds Way, Chalford, Stroud, GI6 8FJ; 01453 887204; ishetiany
info@chalford-glos.gov.uk www.chalford-glos.gov.uk. Facebook.

Old Neighbourhood and Other Road Repairs: We are receiving many concerns about potholes,
particularly the poor condition of Old Neighbourhood. We have been assured by Highways that it is on their
rolling programme of major repair works, however, we don't yet have a confirmed date for works to be carried
out. We share your concerns and plan to submit further questions to Gloucestershire County Council to get
clarification on the outcome of recent trials of different repair materials and methods, secure a fixed timescale
for the resurfacing of The Old Neighbourhood, and establish whether any other roads in the Parish have been
identified for major repairs. In the meantime, please use www.fixmystreet.com to report road defects and
other concerns; the more reports received, the higher they will be prioritised by Highways.

Neighbourhood Centre Foliage and Drainage: We have been working hard behind the scenes, with the
Manager at Tesco Express and our County Clir Chloe Turner, to ensure that foliage is cut back to create more
space on the pavement and avoid injury from the pyracantha. We are pleased to say that, after almost a year,
this work has now been carried out by the Management Company responsible for this area, SEP Properties.
We continue to pursue remedial work to the drains to address problems with the car park roodlng

A chicane has been installed by your Footpath Volunteers at the bottom of the well-used
path beside Frith Wood, where it joins The Frith. It replaces a motorcycle inhibitor which was
too narrow for some Iarge mobility scooters. The dimensions of the chicane match those at
the top of the path so that a mobility scooter starting at the top will be able to get out.
#\Volunteers Neil, Steve and Chris are pictured left after a productive session.

Our Parish CounC|I Elections were ‘Uncontested’, so our Parish Councillors remain: Hill Ward: Steve
Beioley, Chris Gardiner, Stephen Lee, Alastair Pearson and David Wood, Bussage Ward: Peter Funnell, Peter
Oakley, Sharon Samaroo, David Taonr, Leonard Taylor and Emma Trinder (Chair) and Valley Ward: Andrew
Morris-Wyatt and Mike Roberts. Details of individual areas of responsibility are on the website.

Community Speedwatch Group: The group monitors speed within the parish and tries to moderate the
behaviour of motorists. We work closely with the local police, Gloucestershire Police Road Safety unit and GCC
Highways. We need more volunteers to join our group. To get involved, please contact
Lucy@chalford-glos.gov.uk to find out more about what is involved.

EASTCOMBE PRIMARY SCHOOL

The Gnomes are Coming! The themes this year are ‘Classic Children’s Stories’ and ‘Fairy
Tales'. Right is a preview of one of the amazing gnome displays made by the children at our
special 'Gnome Craft Club', which is run by two amazingly helpful and supportive parents. The
Gnome Hunt trail starts at Eastcombe Primary School on 8th & 9th June, 1-4pm.

The photo bottom right shows Cup Cake Friday at Badger’s After School Club! Contact the
school for more details of our erX|bIe breakfast and after school offer.

CHALFORD PARISH COUNCIL NEWS !! Chalford

A labours grow and are learning about different soils, planting and growing
flora and fauna.

For more information about Eastcombe Primary School, contact
01452 770227, admin@eastcombe.gloucs.sch.uk or visit www.eastcombe.gloucs.sch.uk/

BUSSAGE PRIMARY SCHOOL

Members of our School Parliament represented Bussage at the
recent Parish Council Meeting with a presentation about the Eco
work done in school and the locality. They shared how they have
worked with ChalCAN to plant hedges in the school field, seeds to
create a wildflower meadow in the green space near Tesco, as well
as talking about local litter picking. The children shared how school
has worked to protect bees, put in bike racks to encourage less car journeys, use less
single-use plastic in lunchboxes and to create a book swap area in school to
encourage the recycling of unwanted items.

Years 1 & 2 had a trip to Cotswold Wildlife Park Visit to build on the knowledge
gained through their theme of learning ("What a wonderful world") in which they learn
about the differences between hot and cold places. They had a wonderful time learning all about the
animals, with a talk from the keepers. It was a beautifully sunny day too.

Rainbows Visit from Eco Wildlife: The children loved learning about the animals brought in and many
were brave enough to hold 'Curly' the tarantula. Trevor the bullfrog was also a favourite!

Summer Fayre & football tournament: Please join us on Saturday 15 June (see poster on Page 4).

September 2024 Spaces: If you are looking for a school place, we have space in Reception for September
2024, and also in Year 1, Year 3 and Year 5. Please contact us on 01453 883 205 to arrange a visit.
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VILLAGE MATTERS...

THIS MONTH,
MYXOMATOSIS...

Walkers in the Eastcombe fields
may have noticed a rise in the
number of dead rabbits over the
last couple of months. It appears
that this is due to an upsurge of
the disease myxomatosis.

Introduced to Britain in 1953 as a
means of controlling rabbit
populations, myxomatosis has
never disappeared. It has been

N
¢ L5
HLTOP CARECHURCA

Christian Worship for those of
all faiths and wvowve.

Suvday 16" June

230mM
EASTCOMBE VILLAGE HALL

BROUGHT T0 YOU FROM THE PARISH OF BUSSAGE & EASTCOMBE

suggested that the recent upsurge
in infection is linked to a rise in Bpae Y
rabbit population over the last ¥ X oo,
year; the more rabbits there are,

the higher the spread of infection. iy
Although deadly to rabbits, vets Summer
Fayre

say that there is no risk of
myxomatosis being passed on to
humans or to any other animals

even if carcases are eaten. Saturday 15th June
1pm - 4pm

Want to say something
about our villages?
Please
contact the newsletter

Join us for lots of family fun!
3~ BBQ - Bar - Cakes - Ice Cream - Fun Games - Raffle
Bouncy Castle - Inflatable Basketball - Craft Stalls
Emergency Service Vehicles
Live Performances - Football Tournament and much more!

‘ ; STUART
SINGERS

Swing 1r_1to Summer

Studrt-Singers
From the West Side of Manhattan to the streets of Seville.
F'rom the heart of Paris to the Afriean jungle!

Holy Trinity Church, Minchinhampton

Friday 7th June & ¥
* Satur day 8th June 2024
* at 7:30 pm *

¥ Musical Director: Helen Sims Accompanist: M'ltthc\l. Sharp
Beneficiaries: Amberley Scout Group,
Read for Good, Helpg@ Hedgehog Hospital

Tickets £12 / Friends o(S uart Singers £10
(under 16s free with an accompanymfadult on Saturday,

bai

Tickets available onlin
and from \M&B Store

tualtsmgel S. com
nchgﬁmmpton

ACTION FOR NATURE...

Bisley-with-Lypiatt Parish Council is responding to its statutory duty
under the 2021 Environment Act to monitor and help improve local
conditions for biodiversiy.

The Parish’s Local Nature Action Plan (LNAP) has started with a
small group of committed and knowledgeable local volunteers of all
ages from across the whole parish and representing the three villages.

We are making connections not only for wildlife here but with our
neighbours in Chalford and Painswick (Slad). We are especially
interested in your observation of wildlife in your gardens, allotments
and green spaces. We hope they will be put onto IRecord.

Watch out for progress on the Parish website
https://bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk/local-nature-action-plan/

"Gentle Chair

Move, Stretch & Strengthen
Eastcombe Village Hall

Tuesday 1-2pm
Eastcombe Scout Hall

New class Thursday 11-12pm*
Starting 6" June

Payable in advance to book your chair,
limited spaces
Contact me: michelle@pluspilates.net
find me at facebook.com/pluspilates G
Or www.pluspilates.net

HILLTOP GARDENING CLUB HAPPENINGS...

www.hilltopgardeningclub.org.uk

Early May was a busy time for The Hilltop Gardening Club, with an
auction, a trip to Malvern and a request for assistance!

We held our auction of plants and ‘pre-loved’ tools on 7" May.
Members provided seedlings, shrubs, and some interesting old tools to
be sold. Our auctioneer, Jenny, was excellent, and business was brisk.

Later that week, members travelled to The RHS Malvern Spring
Festival. A glorious, sunny day was perfect for wandering around the
show gardens, the flower marquee and enjoying a lazy lunch. Malvern
is a little less busy (and less expensive!) than the RHS’s flagship event
at Chelsea and provides an ideal opportunity for catching up on
gardening trends — and to purchase plants and equipment.

In response to a request for help with the garden at Frith Youth
Centre, a couple of our members went there recently to give it a good
tidy-up. It requires further work, but we will leave it until the future
plans for the Centre have been determined.

Our next meeting is at 7.15pm on 4" June, in Eastcombe
Village Hall, with guest speakers Sue & Bob Smith on ‘Seven Minutes
of Fame with Gardeners’ World & Other Things” Admission is free for

members and £3 for non-members.

Open Day

Brownshlll Monastery

Saturday 15" June 2024

10.30 — 12.30 & 2.00 — 4.00

All welcome!

11.00am & 2.30pm: Presentation on the past
and present of the Monastery
12.30pm: Midday Office (Prayer)

4.30pm: Vespers (Evening Prayer)

Light refreshments available

Monastery of Our Lady & St Bernard
Brownshill, Stroud, GL6 8AL
wWWW

hill.org JU Bernardine
53 883084 "l Cistercians.
brownshillbookings@bernardine.org - —
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Eastcombe Baptist Chapel

A service is held on Sunday mornings, at 10:30am at the
chapel in Dr Crouch’s Road, Eastcombe.

EASTCOMBE VILLAGE GROUP (EVG)

o

!

place on Sunday 28th July, from 4pm
to 8pm. There will be 5 hosts, offering
wines from 5 different wine regions.

Tickets, £17.50 each, go on sale on Monday 17th June
at Eastcombe Stores, providing vouchers for 5 glasses of
wine. Ticket holders will also be able to purchase extra
glasses of wine on the day for £5 each. We hope to see
many friends and neighbours for a great evening.

Our next meeting will be on Monday 1% July at
7.30pm in Eastcombe Village Hall annex. All welcome to
come along with ideas about future events and activities.

Peter Scott: (peterhscott@btinternet.com)

The Eastcombe Wine Walk will take ﬁ 2

Who are the Eastcombe Village Group?
A group of people who get together 3/4 times a year to
plan events for the village and discuss ways in which we
can build a sense of community here in Eastcombe. The
next event will be the Wine Walk in late July. We are also
responsible for the Eastcombe Christmas tree.

Can I join the meetings?
Yes! Anyone can come to the meetings. Usually about
10-15 people attend, so just turn up. Peter Scott is Chair
and minutes are sent to all on the EVG mailing list.

How can I find out more?

Join the EVG mailing list (currently over 100) to be
informed about meetings and events. This secure list will
keep you 'in the loop” Contact Chris Sissons
(csissons52@gmail.com) if you'd like to be added.

You can also keep up to date by following the
Eastcombe Village Group Facebook page.

St Michael’s « All Angels, Bussage

Visitors are always welcome. Services this month
are:

June 9th: Holy Communion at 9.30am
June 16th: Morning Prayer at 9.30am
June 16th: Hilltop Cafe Church, 2.30pm,
Eastcombe Village Hall (see poster)

On other Sundays there are services in different
parts of the Benefice. Visit
www.bisleybenefice.org.uk for details, or join our
mailing list: pewslipsbisley@hotmail.com.

For weddings, funerals & baptisms, contact Revd.
Sue Murray: vicar@bisleybenefice.org.uk

Free. Community,Event

To assist with catering please obtain a ticket prior for CSSC or parish council office
should you wish to purchase Fish & Chips on the evening

World War Songs performed by

“Tops and Bottoms” 8pm Chalford Band

9.15pm lighting_of beacon of peace
Reading of the International Tribute & lighting of beacon by Chair Clir Emma

_ . “"d/ecf oo & et member of the Stephens family so well-known
Bar will be open for refreshments/Cotswold Ice Cream affles in this area. Though she left Bismore at the age
Optional 1940's dress code and Servicemen are invited to wear of five, she remembered it with passionate
their uniform or Simply, Red, White and Blue themed. affection right up to the end.

" ©

ongasam

manity asset.

If you coul attend a few meetmgsha

ye?]r nd o eryou views on 3 i
all Is used ‘and maintaine

future generatHns ease contact

love

We re E rI]Iz Peed éour supﬁoht to I<§ep

Chalford Wednesday

Morning Market
New location:

Chalford Sports and Social Club
Every Wednesday 8:15-9:45am

MAUREEN LITTLE

Last summer, Bob and Muriel
Brooks went to the 100th
birthday party of Muriel Little,
in Eastbourne. Sadly, we now
have to report that Muriel has
died, peacefully, a few weeks
before turning 101.

Born in the cottage now known
as Woodlands, in Bismore, Muriel was a

Muriel & her
siblings at
Bismore ¢c.1926
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BAND ON THE GREEN II_EOI‘;!‘EI\I:I&I%YH(;E
. The Hilltop Band heralded
thg mlor?tlﬂ o?rllflayev:/?th% 1961-2023

lunchtime toe-tapping gig | A plaque in memory of Leon has £
j on I?aEnk tHohdgy\l;’_Iﬁnday, been placed on the new bench K&
at tastcombe Village at the top of the Death Slide

S Green. footpath, which links Wells
The weather was k|nd (we even saw some Road, Eastcombe, to Bismore.
sunshine) prompting a good crowd and | | eon lived in Eastcombe at Fairview cottage. He

setﬁmg the mood for all those planning to V'?'t was father to Sam and Christina and was married to Kate.
the Easﬁcomb_e Galrdens opemr;}g as part o A respected and dedicated school governor at Eastcombe
the National Gardens Scheme. Primary School, he also volunteered for many local
Our thanks to Helen Watklnson Norma M|IIs environmental projects, including working on Strawberry
Jackie Thomas, g % ; Banks in Oakridge and helping his father-in-law Richard
Brenda Cox, Mackie put up bird boxes in Three Groves Wood.

Bgrba:jraR\r/]V%od ?”d < Al o Leon loved walking the hills and valleys around
avid kno esl 8" I ; M Eastcombe and beyond, and encouraged many people to
a Joy0ﬁs |\|/1_t”er ude § walk with him and the children, taking camping
on tGe Ihage expeditions and youth hostelling weekends, climbing
reen: mountains and enjoying ski holidays.

EVER WONDERED ANYTHING ABOUT THE
EASTCOMBE, BUSSAGE & BROWNSHILL NEWSLETTER?

Now into its 4™ year, here’s a glimpse behind the scenes...

Why is it called the Fastcombe, Bussage & Brownshill Newsletter?
The current newsletter, which started in May 2021, was named with a nod to the
previous publication, The Bussage, Brownshill & Eastcombe Newsletter, produced by
Beryl Freebury & Ann Gardiner for an amazing 54 years. When this ceased during
lockdown, the villages were newsletter-less for over a year, before the present
newsletter was piloted. So, why only mention the 3 villages? Well, historically,
Eastcombe, Old Bussage and Brownshill were clustered together, the fields of Manor
Farm dividing them from Chalford Hill and France Lynch, just as the fields of Nash End
farm divide them from Bisley. The cluster ceased to be so isolated in the 1970s and 1980s, when the land
of Manor Farm was built on, filling in much of the space between the hilltop villages. These days,
whatever the name, the newsletter is happy to include interesting contributions from across the hilltop and
beyond, subject to space.

Since The Herald ceased publication, it has been suggested that the newsletter be re-named * 7he Hilltop
Newsletter;, to encompass Chalford Hill and France Lynch (Oakridge, Bisley and Chalford Valley have their
own newsletters). What do you think?

Why is the newsletter laid out as it is?

The newsletter is predominantly distributed via email, with a current circulation list of approximately 600.
In addition, Swiftprint, in Cirencester, print a limited run of paper copies, making the newsletter available to
those who don’t have access to a computer or who prefer to read a hard copy. These paper copies can be
bought from Eastcombe Stores and Post Office and Frith Community Café and cost 60p, which goes
towards (but does not cover) printing costs. The remainder of the cost is subsidised by Bisley-with-Lypiatt
and Chalford Parish Councils, helping to keep the newsletter accessible to as many people as possible.

Because it is printed, the newsletter is created in a print layout and is limited to 8 pages. No space is
wasted, but we try to keep it clear, too. In the future, it would be fantastic to have a mobile friendly
version as well as a printed version — if you think you can help, please get in touch!

Do the newsletter team get paid?
No! The newsletter is produced and distributed by a skeleton volunteer crew of 4-6 people, with several
regular contributors each month from across the hilltop. New helpers are welcome, please get in touch.

Does the newsletter run advertisements or family announcements?

Unfortunately not — there just isn't space. Also, allocating advertising space is a selling job for which the
current team don't have time. However, the newsletter does run an occasional ‘Keep it Local’ feature,
giving local businesses a (free) shout out. If you'd like a mention one month, please get in touch.

Who can contribute to the newsletter?

Everyone can! Regular features include Carol’s Cookery Corner (thanks to Carol Lambert!), Name that View
and the monthly history feature, as well as monthly updates from councils and local organisation.

However, feedback tells us that readers don’t want just council news, so please let us have your ideas,
photos and articles — on any subject you fancy, as long as there’s some link to the hilltop. Please send your
contributions to eastcombenewsletter@btinternet.com by noon on the 17" of the month.

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING THE NEWSLETTER!
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CAROL’S COOKERY CORNER:

FLOURLESS ALMOND & COCONUT
CAKE

This cake is delicious for pudding. Just add vanilla ice cream,
cream or yoghurt.

INGREDIENTS:
200g ground almonds
759 coconut

200g caster sugar

1/4 teaspoon salt

4 eggs

1 teaspoon icing sugar
200g butter, melted then cooled
2 teaspoons almond essence

1 teaspoon vanilla essence

« 1 tablespoon flaked almonds

METHOD:

1. Pre heat the oven to 1809/gas mark 6.

2. Line the base of a 20cm diameter cake tin with greaseproof
paper.

3. Melt the butter and put aside to cool.

4. Place the ground almonds, coconut, salt and sugar in a large
bowl. Stir together.

5. Put the eggs in another bowl and beat. Add the almond
essence, vanilla essence and melted butter. Stir well.

6. Pour the egg mixture into the dry ingredients and beat until
well combined. Pour the mixture into the cake tin. Sprinkle
the flaked almonds evenly over.

7.Bake for 40-50 minutes, until springy and firm.

8. Allow to cool and sprinkle icing sugar lightly over.
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EASTCOMBE
SCREEN ON THE GREEN

WICKED LITTLE LETTERS -
Starring: Olivia Colman,

Jessie Buckley,
Anjana Vasan

When residents receive
letters full of hilarious
profanities, foul-mouthed
Rose is charged with the
crime. However, the town's
women suspect that Rose

may not actually be the culprit...

Eastcombe Village Hall
Date: Saturday 22nd June
Time: 7pm for 7.30pm

Admission: £4 per person
Ice Creams: £2 each

ALL WELCOME’

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\

DEER OH DEER!

We are privileged to be surrounded by
beautiful countryside and its wildlife,
but sometimes it’s not the gardener’s
best friend! Yes, I'm talking about
deer. Just as your prize roses are

Cirencester Science & ,-. Y
Technology Society

ecture Programme September 2023 - June 2024

June 12th 2024
Professor Adam Hart, Professor of Science Communication, Gloucestershire University
Topic: Conservational Science

£15 annually or £3 per lecture. Students
free. Lectures start at 7.30pm on the 2nd
Wednesday of the month in the Sir Emrys
Jones Lecture Theatre, Royal Agricultural
University, Cirencester. Tea, coffee &
biscuits served at 7pm. Free parking.
Visit www.cirenscience.org.uk
for more details.

about to burst into flower, they pay a
visit and nibble off all the buds overnight. They also have an
annoying penchant for tulips and many other coveted blooms,
not to mention the contents of your veg patch. Deer fence
around the garden is often not practical and can be unsightly.

So what can be done?

Deterrents sometimes work. I met a head gardener who swore
by lumps of Wrights Coal Tar soap hung around the garden on
strings. Human hair is said to be effective and garlic spray,
either shop-bought or home-made, works well (until it rains).

A more foolproof approach is to grow things that deer simply
don't like — or cannot reach! Opt for standard or climbing/
rambling roses and protect them until they grow above deer
height. Moss roses also seem to be unappetising, being covered
in tiny thorns right to the very base of the flower. Generally,
deer don't like furry or prickly plants such as stachys (lamb’s
ear), brunnera or berberis.

Aromatic plants are generally deer-proof too. Think herbs such
as lavender, sage, oregano and rosemary. Or try artemisia,
geraniums, achillea and santolina. Deer will also instinctively
avoid plants which are toxic to them e.g. foxgloves, tobacco
plants, larkspur, daffodils, euphorbia and hellebores. The RHS
website has a comprehensive list of deer-resistant plants —
there are more than you think.

Try positioning unpalatable plants amongst your prized
specimens to keep the deer at bay — it's surprisingly effective!

The Eastcombe Gardener

YOUR VILLAGE HALL ¢
NEEDS YOU!

Eastcombe Village Hall committee is
making plans for the future, possibly
to include a new Chairperson. We
would like a volunteer to work with
the current Chair, with the objective
of taking over the post.

Duties :

. Chairing 3 meetings a year

. Preparing an annual budget

. Helping with the smooth running of the hall

. Supporting the hall Secretary and Treasurer

Benefits:

. Looking after a financially secure, appreciated
community asset, ensuring Eastcombe Village
Hall remains one of the best in the local area.

. Being part of a supportive team.

Interested? Please contact:
alex.lambert1@+talktalk .net
or 01453 884584
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VILLAGE HISTORIES: D-DAY & THE HILLTOP...

6th June 2024 will be the 80th anniversary of D-Day, when Allied troops landed on the
beaches of Normandy, France, as part of the Allied invasion, the first wave of the campaign [ea
code-named Operation Overlord. The landings, the largest seaborne invasion in history, laid gfz

the foundations for the liberation of Western Europe and the Allied victory of 1945.

D-Day was originally planned for 5th June, but poor weather delayed it by 24 hours. Shortly after midnight on
June 6th, it went ahead; amid extensive bombardment, 24,000 US, British and Canadian troops landed on a
50 mile stretch of the Normandy coast divided into 5 sectors: Utah, Omaha, Gold, Juno and Sword. Strong
winds blew landing craft east of their intended positions, with troops wading ashore under heavy fire onto
beaches that were mined and covered with obstacles. Although the operation didn't achieve all its immediate
objectives, it provided a foothold, gradually expanded by the Allies over the months to come.

Several from the hilltop had a role in Operation Overlord. Mike Tanner, late of

| Fidges Lane, Eastcombe, landed on Gold Beach on his 18th birthday, while Ernie
Andrews, also late of Eastcombe, was a skilled driver in the Gloucestershire
Regiment, helping to land 2,100 vehicles on Gold Beach.

Bert Winstone, a Marine Commando and the eldest brother of Marilyn Hambidge,
took part in the D-Day landings, while their father, Charles Henry Winstone, a
stonemason and builder, worked on the Mulberry harbours. However, like many
men of his generation, he rarely spoke about his involvement.

Kenneth Halliday Hunt, born in 1923 at Oakridge, served at HMS Northney, Hayling Island,
where British and Allied forces trained for the D-Day landings. He went on to serve on HMS Invicta, carrying
the 7th Canadian Infantry Brigade to Juno Beach on 6th June. Another Hunt, John Christopher Hugh, born in
1917 and one of 5 sons serving in uniform, landed at Arromanches-les-Bains on 9th June (D-Day + 3) with
the Command and Reconnaissance Groups RA, providing protection to Gold Beach while the Mulberry harbour
was built, as well as to Port-en-Bessin, the site of the Pipeline Under the Ocean (PLUTO) oil facilities.

Finally, ‘A Millennium Miscellany’, published by Stroud Local History Society in 2000, tells how American GIs
arrived at Lypiatt Park in March 1944, where ‘huge bulldozers transformed the Park in 6 weeks from a quiet
meadow where rabbits played and mushrooms grew to a noisy army ‘town’ with concrete roads, rows of khaki
tents and strange small vehicles called jeeps’ zooming everywhere.” These GIs left just as suddenly in June
1944, eventually landing on Utah Beach during the later stages of Operation Overlord. Miss Armitage, then
living at Berrimans, Lypiatt, remembers how a departing GI put a black kitten into her hands, saying, “Keep it,
it will get killed.” She called the kitten Yankee and it lived out its life at Berrimans. At the time, the local
children didn’t understand the significance of D-Day, just that Lypiatt Park was once more strangely quiet by
July 1944, crumbling concrete and initials carved into the gate posts the only reminders of what had been.

SATURDAY 8™
JUNE 2024

Mike Tanner in
1995

INTERESTED IN LOCAL HISTORY?

Join the Eastcombe & Bismore Local
History Group on Facebook.

Artisan S’ummer»Marrket

Crafts. Cards, Plants

Sunday 9" June 2024
\1?’ T1.30am to 2.30pm

Wi Village Hall Bisley GL6 7AX

WHAT'’S ON in JUNE?

2 June: Chalford Market, 10am-1pm, CSSC
4 June: Hilltop Gardening Club Meeting,
7.15pm, Eastcombe Village Hall

5 June: Bisley-with-Lypiatt Parish Council
Meeting, Bisley Village Hall, 7.30pm

6 June: D-Day Community Event, CSSC,
6-9.30pm

Entry Adults 50p Children Fre
Entry donations in aid of Bisley Blue Coat PTA
Raffle in aid of Breast Cancer Research
le pri jons st led: please t terfl
ky 1 arris77@hotma
https://www.facebook.com/Butterflyskyshandsewngifts

Chalford Sports
and Social Club

Highfield Way, France Lynch

[ i TR i) ot s s b s oo s e cunenned] 7 & 8 JUNEE Stuart Singers concert, Holy
- Trinity Church, Minchinhampton, 7.30pm
8 June: Eastcombe Gnome Hunt, 1-4pm/
NAME THAT VIEW' How well do you CSSC Beer Festival, 5-11.30pm

know our villages? | g3une: Artisan Summer Market, WI Village

Hall, Bisley, 11.30am-2.30pm

May'’s photo was of The Street,
Eastcombe, towards Lypiatt Villa.

June’s photo is once again
taken in or around the 3 villages.
Can you identify its
location?

The answer will be revealed in the

July issue.
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12 June: Cirencester Science & Technology
Society Talk, 7.30pm, RAU
15 June: Bussage Primary School Summer
Fayre, 1-4pm/Brownshill Monastery Open Day
16 June: Hilltop Café Church, Eastcombe
Village Hall, 2.30pm

17 JUNE: DEADLINE FOR JULY

NEWSLETTER

22 June: Eastcombe Screen on the Green,
Eastcombe Village Hall, 7pm for 7.30pm



