
  

WELCOME TO THE JULY ISSUE.  To receive a FREE digital copy every month, 
please contact eastcombebandbnews@gmail.com.   

 

Printed copies, 60p each, available from Eastcombe Stores, Frith Community Café &  
Chalford Parish Centre.  Also available to customers of Head First & The Lamb Inn. 

 

Please send items for the August issue to eastcombenewsletter@btinternet.com 
by NOON on 17th July.   

60p 
 

FREE Digitally! 

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK 

THE HILLTOP REMEMBERS D-DAY... 
 

The D-Day 80th Anniversary at Chalford Sports and 
Social Club was a night to remember - Chalford  
Community at its best. It wouldn't have been possible 
without the dedication of countless volunteers,  
epitomizing the spirit of community.  Chalford Parish 
Council worked with the club to bring the event  
together and a hundred or so guests entered into the spirit in red, white and blue.   

 

Inside, WWII displays from Chalford Hill School included baby gas marks and military uniforms. Tables were 
bedecked with Union Flag cloths, and the national commemorations played on TV screens.   
 

Outside, in 2 marquees, Tops & Bottoms performed singalong wartime 
songs, Chalford Hill Band entertained us in style and Parish Council Chair 
Emma Trinder read the International Tribute and lit the Beacon of Peace.  
Fish & Chips were served, it being international Fish and Chips Day. 
 

A highlight of the evening came when a lady, René, asked if she could tell 
her D-Day story. We were rushed off our feet in the busy 
bar, but I called for attention and the full room fell 
quiet. René (92 years old) told us proudly how at 12 
years old she heard the rumble of army trucks  
gathering en masse for D-Day, and how she waved to 
the troops in Southampton.  It was truly emotional. 
 

Josie Rawlinson 
Photos: Ben Green & Carol Lambert         

CHALFORD SPORTS &  
SOCIAL CLUB WINS AWARD 

Ali & Rob Brady were presented with a certificate at a 
ceremony on 19th May.  Picture by Emily Green 

 
 

Chalford Sports & Social Club has been 
awarded the title of Stroud CAMRA Club of 

the Year—for the fourth year running – AND 
Gloucestershire CAMRA Club of the 

Year. They now go through to the next 
round where they will compete for the title 

of CAMRA South West Club of the Year. 
 

Read more here: Chalford Sports & Social 
scoops CAMRA award | Stroud Times 

YOUR VOICE, YOUR VOTE! 
 

As you probably know, a General  
Election is scheduled for 4th July.   
 

For the first time, Chalford Parish  
residents will be voting for a different 
MP to those in Bisley-with-Lypiatt Par-
ish, following Bisley-with-Lypiatt’s 
move from the Stroud Constituency to 
the North Cotswold Constituency.   

 

See PAGE 5 for the full list of candidates. 

THE BUSSAGE BOP  
 

Ladies, once a month, come and dance 
to your old favourite 60s/70s hits  

 

Bussage Village Hall 
7.30-9.30pm.  

 

Bring your own drinks and nibbles.  
 

NEXT BOP: FRIDAY JULY 5TH 
 

Text to book your place and for admission charges:  
Anna: 07731 777 597 
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ChalCAN Update    Keep in touch with ChalCAN via info@chalcan.org.uk. 
 

Thinking about introducing an e-bike to your regular commute? To take a look, or chat to somebody who has 
already made the move to an e-bike, come along to Chalford Market on Sunday 4th August (Chalford Sports 
& Social Club, 10am - 1pm).  ChalCAN will be there with a number of e-bikes that you can try out, and will 
be happy to share our hints and tips for making an e-bike part of your commuting life.  
 

In the meantime, why not try out Stroud’s new e-bike hire scheme? Run by Transition Stroud and The Bike 
Drop, bikes are solid and reliable, suitable for carrying kids, shopping, or just you. Bikes are available at 
Brimscombe Port (The Bike Drop), Minchinhampton and Stonehouse, and can be booked on Transition 
Stroud’s website. 
 

Finally, an update on the Chalford Community Compost Scheme: After meeting with Chalford Parish Council, 
we have a couple of potential sites to consider.  Our first step is to plan the layouts in order to present a pro-
posal to the parish council for approval. Keep an eye out for further updates soon! 

BISLEY-WITH-LYPIATT PARISH COUNCIL NEWS https://bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk/ 
 

Eastcombe Recreation Ground: 
 

 Disabled Access:  Following a request from a local resident, the Parish Council has agreed to widen one 
of the entrances to Eastcombe Recreation Ground to accommodate access by a mobility scooter. The work 
will be carried out on the entrance adjacent to the allotment crossroads. 

 

 Playground Update: The 3–7 years old play equipment has been delivered, and after discussions with 
Kier Limited (Thomas Keble School’s main contractors) it is hoped that installation will be completed within 
the next few weeks. Safety matting and a fence will be installed to ensure that the equipment is fit for 
purpose and that dogs cannot enter the area. 

 

 Vandalism & Anti-Social Behaviour: We have received several complaints about anti-social behaviour 
on the Recreation Ground, including vandalism to one of the memorial benches. Please report any anti-
social behaviour to Mark Dodd, our Neighbourhood Warden (07876 405833) or via the SDC website: Com-
munity Wardens | Stroud District Council. Please also inform the Parish Clerk so we can keep a record of 
these incidents (admin@bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk). 

 

Parish Council Notice Board: The Parish Council Notice Board by the village green requires replacing as 
the wooden surround has rotted. We are in the process of acquiring quotes for a replacement and hopefully 
a new board will be installed in the near future. 
 

Verges: to Strim or Not to Strim: Always an emotive subject, there is a balance between allowing na-
ture’s vital habitat and ensuring that road and pedestrian safety is paramount. Parish Council policy is not to 
strim before August unless there are safety issues and we try and adhere to this policy whenever practical. 
 

Robin Bus: It is understood that GCC will not be introducing the Robin ‘Ring and Ride’ service here. Howev-
er, our County Councillor, Sue Williams, is actively pursuing alternative providers of this type of service.  
 

Speeding: The Vehicle Activated Speed Sign (VAS) has been deployed on the Bisley road, by the allot-
ments, monitoring traffic speed both inbound and outbound. We are collating the data and the results will be 
made available shortly. 
 

Next Meeting: The next full Parish Council meeting will be held at Bisley Village Hall on Wednesday July 
3rd, at 7.30pm. All are welcome to attend. 

DISTRICT COUNCIL NEWS 
 

Council Annual General Meeting: Following the local elections, there was just one public meeting in May, 
the AGM on May 23rd. Leadership positions were filled by election, and appointments made to committees. 
 

Council leadership: The Greens, as the largest political group, have formed a minority administration. 
Chair of Council is Kate Kay of Nailsworth, and Catherine Braun of Wotton continues as Leader. I will contin-
ue on the Development Control (planning) and Environment Committees, as Vice Chair of the latter.  
 

Neighbourhood Development Plans: Following successful referendums, the new Neighbourhood Devel-
opment Plans for Brimscombe and Thrupp, and Slimbridge, were approved as parts of the Development Plan 
for Stroud District, meaning planners must now take them into account in making decisions. Bisley’s own 
NDP should follow soon! 
 

Council Tenant Representatives: Stroud District Council is looking for two tenant representatives to en-
sure tenants’ voices are heard so that the housing services provided are equitable, deliver on tenants’ priori-
ties, and offer value for money. The voluntary role consists of representing tenants at five SDC Housing 
Committee meetings per year at the council offices in Ebley Mill. The representatives will have the opportuni-
ty to influence committee decisions as well as a positive impact for tenant communities. If you are interested 
in becoming a Tenant Representative, please see the Council website or contact me. 
 

General Election: Stroud District Council is gearing up for the General Election on July 4th. Information 
about registration, postal and proxy votes and voter ID is available online: www.stroud.gov.uk/news/general
-election-2024-writ-received-here-s-everything-you-need-to-know-about-voting 
 

As always, please contact me about any District Council matters: Martin Brown, 
cllr.martin.brown@stroud.gov.uk  01452 770878 



3 

CHALFORD PARISH COUNCIL NEWS  
Chalford Parish Centre, 50 Geralds Way, Chalford, Gl6 8FJ; 01453 887204  
info@chalford-glos.gov.uk   www.chalford-glos.gov.uk.  Facebook. 

 

D-Day Celebrations: We would like to thank everyone who came to the D-Day 80th Anniversary event,  
hosted by Chalford Sports & Social Club . The organisers did us and the community proud, putting on a  
wonderful event which was enjoyed by many. With musical performances from Tops & Bottoms and the  
Chalford Silver Band, there was varied entertainment plus some fabulous fish and chips from Bjorn Merrett. 
Finally a beacon was lit, following a lovely speech from Chair Emma Trinder.  
 

We have a vision of creating a play space for young children within our existing play area at Bussage 
Pleasure Ground. Containing a variety of interesting play equipment, the area will be securely fenced and  
inclusive and accessible to all.  We are actively seeking grants to help fund this wonderful project. 
 

Chalford Parish Council would like to thank everyone who came to the Annual Parish Meeting, which was 
very well attended.  The theme was The Future of Our Parish, and we were treated to excellent presentations 
by children from Bussage and Chalford Hill Primary Schools.  We also heard from Frith Youth Centre and SDC 
Cubed Youth Forum.  Drinks and nibbles were very well received afterwards! 
 

As part of the Footpath volunteers’ commitment to improving accessibility for all to our playing fields, we’ve 
widened the gap in the wall at the Village Hall end of Bussage playing field and improved the surface with  
hoggin (which forms a solid and reasonably smooth surface with damp and time). We’ve also laid hoggin on 
other playing field entrances so it’s easier for mobility scooter and wheelchair users to get onto the fields. 
 

Finally, please pick up dog mess!  Also, parking on grass areas instead of the road is strongly discouraged. 

BUSSAGE PRIMARY SCHOOL UPDATE 
 

A group of 21 super singers from Years 4, 5 & 6 attended the  
monthly Lunch Club at Chalford Sports and Social Club in June to eat lunch 
with the members before singing to them. The children sang beautifully and 
were great ambassadors for the school.  
 

On Thursday 13th June, Year 6 joined hundreds of children at the Gloucester 
Cathedral Leavers’ Service. It was a beautiful service and our children par-
ticipated individually as banner or candle bearers, or by doing a reading. They 
returned with beautiful handheld crosses made with wood from Bethlehem.  

 

Year 2 recently participated in a dodgeball festival with many other local schools. 
It was fantastic to see the whole class being active and representing the school in sport. 
 

Recently, R, Y1, Y2 and Y3 had a wonderful time, taking it in turns to visit the inflatable 
classroom that was set up in the hall for the day. Each class was able to spend time in 
the pop up to find out more about the brain, feelings and looking after your body.  
 

Did you know that our school hall is available for hire? It’s a great place to use for 
clubs, choirs, meetings or children’s parties. There are opportunities for use on evenings 
and weekends. Please contact the school for more information about cost and availability.  
 

If you are looking for a school place for your child, we will have space in Reception 
for September 2024. We will also have September 2024 spaces in Year 1, Year 3 and Year 
5. Please call 01453 883 205 for more information and to arrange a visit.   

EASTCOMBE PRIMARY SCHOOL UPDATE 
 

The gnomes have now departed Eastcombe!  We would like to thank everyone who came and  
supported our event—we hope you all had a wonderful time! It was lovely to see so many happy smiley  
faces.  Thank you to our lovely community, wonderful sponsors and to everyone who organised and  
contributed to this successful two day event.  We hope to welcome the gnomes back again next year! 

 

Pizza making at Badgers After School Club: Our Wrap Around Care and Extra 
Curricular Clubs are much needed for some of our existing families and is an  
attractive offer for prospective families. We are open both before and after school, 
five days a week.  Please contact the school for more information. 
 

Squirrel Class have been learning about physical health, fitness and healthy eating 
this term in their Relationships and Health Education lessons (RHE). They have learnt 
that to be healthy means being strong and well, that physical activity helps us stay 
healthy and that we need to be physically active every day! 

We talked about people who help us to stay physically healthy, particularly doctors 
and dentists, explored the importance of a balanced diet and how eating too much 
sugar is bad for us.  We also had fun designing and making rainbow salads – yum! 
 

Well done to our Years 5 and 6 Handball Team who took part in a Handball fes-
tival at Thomas Keble with other local primary schools.  The team played brilliant-
ly, winning 2 games, drawing 2 and losing 1.  Congratulations to all who took part.  
 

For more information about Eastcombe Primary School, contact  
admin@eastcombe.gloucs.sch.uk, 01452 770227 or visit www.eastcombe.gloucs.sch.uk/   
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HILLTOP GARDENING CLUB HAPPENINGS…  www.hilltopgardeningclub.org.uk   
 

‘SEVEN MINUTES OF FAME WITH GARDENERS’ WORLD & OTHER THINGS’ by Sue & Bob Smith 
 

On 4th June, Sue and Bob Smith enlightened and entertained the Hilltop Gardening Club with their talk on 
gardens and insects.  
 

Following brief autobiographies that had resulted in their passion for gardening with insects in mind 
(principally but not exclusively butterflies and moths), they spoke merrily of their appearance on BBC’s  
Gardeners World, before expanding on their garden in Chalford Hill. The talk was supplemented by live 
moths, carefully trapped (later released), so that we could experience the sheer diversity of moths often 
overlooked in preference for the more accessible, visible butterfly. The photographs of moths taken in their 
garden by Bob were remarkable for their variety, detail and clarity. The complexity of insect lifecycles and 
the inter-connectedness of gardening with biodiversity was at the core of their presentation.  
 

Not a hardliner, Sue’s philosophical approach to wildlife gardening was more Alan Titchmarsh (room for 
striped lawns and wild areas) in tone, although their vertiginous garden was a seemingly undifferentiated 
jumble of companion plants. It had however a clear structure and the all-important pond. Self-seeders were 
welcome, as were blow-ins which attracted an extraordinary diversity of insect-life (although no amnesty for 
the invasive hedge bedstraw). Comfortable with the overlaps between botany, entomology and practical  
gardening Sue and Bob’s talk drew together disciplines to guide the gardener to better understanding of the 
inter-connectedness of our world: which plants are necessary for insects to breed, as well as to collect  
pollen. Patient looking and watching was key to understanding, and belonging to organisations that utilize 
the citizen naturalist as collector of data. Sue and Bob gave us a timely reminder that a pesticide-free garden 
on the wilder-side is a sanctuary for insects and ‘other things’ faced with habitat loss. 

Pam Meecham 

VILLAGE MATTERS…  
 

THIS MONTH: FOOD BINS… 
 

Are you fed up with finding the 
contents of your food bin scattered 
everywhere by foxes or badgers, 

the night before collection?   
How can you keep the  

scavengers out? 
 

One way to prevent wildlife  
accessing your bin is to put it out 
properly locked.  Many bins are 
put out with the handle upright —

this is locked, but an upright  
handle is easy for a hungry nose 

to nudge backwards, unlocking the 
bin.  Pulling the handle completely 

forward locks the bin  
securely, making it hard for 

animals to open - keeping the 
contents in & the wildlife out! 

NO-MOW MAY?  THEN WHAT? 
 

No-Mow May is a national campaign which encourages  
people not to mow parts of their lawn, and councils not to 
mow verges, for at least one month.  This is to boost biodiversity and 
ensure that nectar is available to early-emerging pollinating insects 
such as bees, butterflies and moths.  It also allows verges and  
hedgerows to develop into ‘wildlife corridors’ which connect habitats. 
 

However, once May is over it’s a great mistake to think we’ve done our 
bit for wildlife - opening up the garden shed, pulling the mower out 
and cutting everything down.  There is a strong and growing  
movement to encourage No-Mow Summer, helping to make sure 
that wildlife and flowers that have begun to settle into the unmown 
spaces are allowed to continue to flourish through the summer 
months.  Many life cycles begin in May and continue through June, July 
and August.  The annual Big Butterfly Count takes place in July and 
August because that’s when butterfly numbers peak—however, their 
life cycles began in May or earlier, when eggs were laid on plants.  
That’s why it’s so important to let these plants grow.   
 

The summer months are when grass is at its greatest vigour.  Reaching 
for the strimmer may tidy up, but it puts hedgehogs, newly-fledged 
birds and other creatures at risk of injury, and stunts our wilder plants.  
Native plants offer better drought tolerance, natural food and habitats 
for birds, bees, butterflies, small mammals, and amphibians. With a 
loss of 97% of our flower-rich meadows and natural habitats, our  
gardens and hedgerows have become a lifeline for struggling pollina-
tors and small wildlife, which, in turn, form a vital part of food chains, 
offering a food source for creatures such as our beautiful barn owls, 
numbers of which have severely decreased over recent years. 
 

If you’re unhappy with your garden looking a bit untidy, mow a border 
around the edge, and one or two paths across it.  You could also put 
up a little sign explaining what the area is about and invite people to 

see how many different insects and animals they can spot. 
 

Based on an article by Susan Lee, Great Rissington Gardening 
Club, & Robert Bryant, President, Hilltop Gardening Club 

EASTCOMBE ALLOTMENTS: 
Eastcombe allotments has 3 empty plots and one or two 
which are not being cultivated.  If you would like a plot, 

please get in touch: ChrisHUJamesART@yahoo.com 
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Eastcombe Baptist Chapel 
 

A service is held on Sunday mornings, at 10:30am at the 
chapel in Dr Crouch’s Road, Eastcombe. 

St Michael’s & All Angels, Bussage 
 

Visitors are always welcome. Services this month: 
 

July 14th: Holy Communion at 9.30am  
July 21st: Morning Prayer at 9.30am 
July 21st: Hilltop Cafe Church, 2.30pm, 
Eastcombe Village Hall (see poster on P8)  
 

On other Sundays there are services in different 
parts of the Benefice. For details, see 
www.bisleybenefice.org.uk, or join our mailing 
list: pewslipsbisley@hotmail.com.   
 

For weddings, funerals & baptisms, contact Revd. 
Sue Murray: vicar@bisleybenefice.org.uk 
 

EASTCOMBE VILLAGE GROUP (EVG) 
 

We are looking forward to the SOLD OUT  
Eastcombe Wine Walk, which takes place on  
Sunday 28th July from 4pm to 8pm.  Here’s to a 
great evening with friends and neighbours!  

 

The next EVG meeting takes place 
on Monday 1st July, at 7.30pm in 
the annex of Eastcombe Village 
Hall. All welcome; please do come 
with ideas and suggestions about 

future events and activities. 
 

Peter Scott  
peterhscott@btinternet.com  

 

Contact csissons52@gmail.com to be 
added to the EVG mailing list.  

 

Follow Eastcombe Village Group 
on Facebook. 

EASTCOMBE WI 
 

At our May meeting we confirmed 
dates for various events, and voted for 
the Resolution to be presented at the 
National Federation AGM.  Olive report-
ed that the Open Gardens refreshments raised 
£1,300, which was donated to Stroud Food Bank. 
 

Our speaker was Robert Bryant, who, on his wel-
come return, treated us to ‘A Year Long Walk in 
Woodchester Park.’  His wonderful photographs 
showed a fascinating array of plants and wildlife. 
We learned that the lakes are part of the Inch, as 
in Inchbrook. After the mansion was abandoned, 
unfinished, SDC bought it and it is now looked 
after by the Woodchester Mansion Trust. 
 

In 1996 the National Trust bought the valley, and 
now there are 4 types of bats.  In spring, wild 
garlic and bluebells abound. By June, there are 
pyramidal orchids, ox-eye daisies and water lilies, 
as well as damselflies, dragonflies and butterflies. 
 

Autumn brings hazelnuts, valerian, Herb Robert 
and golden beech, and in winter the waterfalls in 
between the lakes spill over. It can be deep in 
snow and the robins are there, and hoar frost 
lends magic. All these aspects were splendidly 
brought to us on the screen. 
 

Our June meeting was opened by Pauline and 
we heard our speaker before the business. Kirsty 
Bingham, from Tewkesbury’s John Moore  
Museum, told us about ‘Tudor Swearing, Sex and 
Loos’. An interesting and often hilarious talk 
which is best left with the WI members.  
 

After Kirsty was thanked by Pauline and  
applauded by the audience, events dates were 
confirmed, and Olive gave her report of the Na-
tional AGM, after which members enjoyed a chat. 
 

Meetings: 3rd Tuesday of the month, 7.15pm at 
Eastcombe Village Hall.  For more details, please 
contact Glenys Sharpe, Secretary: 01453 886298. 

GENERAL ELECTION 2024  
 

Candidates standing in the 
Stroud constituency: 

 

 Conservative: Siobhan Baillie  
                 (current MP) 
 Labour: Simon Opher 
 Liberal Democrat: George James 
 Green Party: Pete Kennedy  
 Volt UK: Jason Hughes 
 Reform UK: Christopher Lester  
 Independent: Saskia Whitfield 
 
 

Candidates standing in the 
North Cotswolds constituency: 

 

 Conservative: Geoffrey Clifton-Brown (current MP) 
 Labour: Anna Mainwaring 
 Liberal Democrat: Paul Hodgkinson 
 Green Party: Chloe Turner 
 Independent: Jean Blackbeard 
 Reform UK: Jason Preece 

The John Taylor Foundation 
 

The John Taylor Foundation is a local charity that issues 
small grants to students moving on to Higher Education 
(excluding A Levels), or those undertaking apprentice-
ships, to assist with the cost of books, tools or equipment. 
 

If you are aged under 25 and live in the Ancient Parish of 
Bisley (this includes all the current civil parish of Bisley-
with-Lypiatt, plus most of Bussage and part of Chalford) 
and you have you just started, or are about to start,  
university, college or employment, you may be eligible for 
a small grant.  
 

Apply in writing to jennytaylor1944@outlook.com or to 
Mrs J. Taylor, St. Hilary’s Cottage, Bussage, Stroud GL6 
8BB, quoting your name, age, home address and your 
date of entry to university, college, course or job, plus the 
name of your course (if applicable). 
 

The Trustees of the John Taylor’s Foundation meet twice 
a year in March and September. For your application to be 
considered, it must be received either before the end of 
February or before the end of August. 
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COMMUNITY EVENT: 300 YEARS IN THE VALLEY 
SATURDAY 6TH & SUNDAY 7TH JULY 
 

Down in the Valley, we’re getting ready to celebrate the 300th anniversary of  
Chalford Chapel (now Christ Church, on the London Road). We’re busy planning a 
large variety of events including a flower festival, music, art workshops, history 
exhibition, children’s activities, a repeating slideshow of old photos of the village, 
and splendid refreshments! 
 

Find out how Chalford Bottom has changed since 1724 – some things may surprise 
you!  The church was extended in 1841, and is renowned for its late Arts and 
Crafts furnishings, produced during the 1930s in the Chalford workshop of Peter 
Waals, who had been Ernest Gimson’s foreman. It also contains work by William 
Simmonds of Oakridge, a sculptor and puppet-maker, and Edward Payne, a stained glass artist who lived in 
Box.  The church will be open on Saturday between 10.30am and 6pm.  
 

On Sunday there will be a celebration service at 10am, followed by tea, coffee and the cutting of a special 
anniversary cake. This will last till roughly 12.30pm, after which the other activities will recommence, until 
we close at 6pm.  At 3pm, there will be a peal on our rare and famously unusual steel bells. 
 

Keep an eye out for the full programme of events, which will be available in June.  Do come down the hill 
to join in the festivities - we look forward to seeing lots of you there!  

                                                                                    Camilla Boon 

Inlay on lectern made in 
Peter Waals’ workshop 

Summer is the  
perfect time for a 
project—ready for 
sleepy hogs 

this autumn!   
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CAROL’S COOKERY CORNER:  
 

MARIE ROSE SAUCE 
 

Prawn cocktails, made with Marie Rose sauce, were very popular 
in the 1960s as a starter. The sauce is full of flavour and requires 
no cooking. It has many uses and can be used as a topping for 

salmon, in a burger or as a dressing for summer salads.  
 

Makes 4 prawn cocktails 
INGREDIENTS: 
 

 100ml mayonnaise. 
 1 tablespoon tomato ketchup.  
 2 good shakes of cayenne pepper 
 Dash Tabasco sauce 
 Dash Worcestershire sauce 
 2 teaspoon brandy or sherry 
 Squeeze of lemon juice to taste 
 Salt and freshly ground pepper 
 

For prawn cocktails: 225g jumbo cooked king prawns.  
 

To garnish: any of the following: diced cucumber, mint leaves, 
chopped cress, lettuce leaves, sliced baby tomatoes. 
 

METHOD: 
 

1. Put the mayonnaise, ketchup, cayenne, tabasco and   
Worcestershire sauce into a bowl and whisk until mixed. Add 
the brandy, lemon juice and salt and pepper to taste.  

2. Add the drained prawns. Stir together.  
3. Layer the prawns with the garnish in small bowls or glasses, 

with a gentle shake of cayenne pepper to finish. Be careful, 
the pepper is hot! 

 

Good to serve in summer time.  

EASTCOMBE  
SCREEN ON THE GREEN  

presents 

THE COLOR PURPLE 
 

Starring: Fantasia Barrino, 
Taraji P. Henson, 
Danielle Brooks  

 

Torn from her sister and 
children, Celie faces many 

hardships, including an 
abusive husband. With  

support from sultry singer Shug Avery, 
and her stand-her-ground  

stepdaughter, Celie finds strength in 
the unbreakable bonds of a new kind 

of sisterhood. 
 

Eastcombe Village Hall 
Date: Saturday 27th July 

Time: 7pm for 7.30pm 
 

Admission: £4 per person 

Ice Creams: £2 each 
 
 

ALL WELCOME! 

DID YOU KNOW…  
 

… that you can see the Sugar Loaf mountain from 
the Eastcombe fields?   

 

Take the footpath leading to the 
right on the first corner of  

Fidges Lane and walk across the 
fields towards the reservoir.  

Just after you pass the tree (on 
your right) in the middle of the 
field, look towards the western 
horizon.  If you’re lucky, you 

will see the distinctive point of 
the mountain, near  

Abergavenny, South Wales. 

                 FLAG DAYS…   
 

Ever wondered why flags are flying on Eastcombe 
Green?  In addition to the Gloucestershire, 

Ukrainian & Eastcombe flags, certain flags will be flown on:  
 

 9th April: King and Queen’s Wedding Anniversary (Union Flag) 
 23rd April: St George’s Day (Cross of St George) 
 6th May: Anniversary of the King’s Coronation (Union Flag) 
 17th June: King’s Official Birthday (Union Flag) 
 21st June: Prince of Wales’ Birthday (Union Flag) 
 29th June: UK Armed Forces Day (Union Flag) 
 17th July – Queen Camilla’s Birthday (Union Flag) 
 8th September: Accession of the King (Union Flag) 
 7th September: Gloucester Day (Gloucestershire Flag) 
 10th November: Remembrance Sunday (Union Flag) 
 14th November: King's Birthday (Union Flag)  
 

The Cross of St George may also be flown when our 
national team is playing! 

BISLEY SPEED CAMERA 
 

Bisley Community Speedwatch 
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NAME THAT VIEW!   

 
June’s photo was taken near 

Swilley Bridge, Bismore, looking 
towards Toadsmoor. 

 

July’s photo is once again 
taken in or around the 3 villages. 

 

Can you identify its  
location? 

 

The answer will be revealed in 
the August issue. 

WHAT’S ON in JULY? 
 

3 July: Bisley-with-Lypiatt Parish  
Council Meeting, Bisley Village Hall, 
7.30pm  
4 July: General Election 
5 July: The Bussage Bop, 7.30-
9.30pm, Bussage Village Hall 
6 & 7 July: 300 Years in the Valley: 
Christ Church celebration, Chalford 
14 July: Bisley Market, 10.30am-
1.30pm, Bisley WI Village Hall 
21 July: Hilltop Café Church,  
Eastcombe Village Hall, 2.30pm 

17 JULY: DEADLINE FOR 
AUGUST NEWSLETTER 

27 July: Eastcombe Screen on the 
Green, Eastcombe Village Hall, 7pm 
for 7.30pm 
28 July: Eastcombe Wine Walk 
(SOLD OUT), 4-8pm 

How well do you 
know our villages? 

VILLAGE HISTORIES… Eastcombe’s Tin Church 
 

Did you know that Eastcombe Village Hall is owned by the Church of England?  The  
reasons lie in the 19th century - in a tale of education, religion—and a hot July night… 
 

Although the Baptists were well-established in Eastcombe from 1801, the village saw little input from the 
Church of England until the 2nd half of the 19th century, when Thomas Keble, vicar of Bisley (1827-1873), 
started to build schools and churches across the hilltop.  In 1868, he built a National School in Eastcombe 
with places for 90 children, plus a house next door for the schoolmaster (now Church House).   
 

From 1876, under Revd Keble’s son, also Thomas Keble, the school building also served as an Anglican  
chapel-of-ease (so parishioners didn’t have to walk all the way to the mother church in Bisley).  An altar at 
the east end would be revealed by pulling back folding doors, and the desks flipped over to make seats for a 
congregation.  However, in 1901, Thomas Keble became unhappy with the arrangement and erected a  
corrugated iron ‘tin’ church to the east of the school. This became the village church, with the older building 
returned to use solely as a school for the village’s Church of England children, while 
the British School, built in Dr Crouch’s Road in 1878, catered for Baptist children.   
 

The outbreak of war in 1914 brought change: with both schoolmasters called up, it 
was decided to teach all the children together in the newer building—which remains 

the village primary school today.  No longer needed for  
education, the National School was consecrated as the 
Church of St. Augustine in 1918, while the tin church  
did duty as the church hall.  However, the tin structure 
became increasingly dilapidated—when Eastcombe Home 
Guard commandeered it as their HQ in 1940, it was so 
dilapidated you could walk in without using the door.  
Nevertheless, it remained in regular use until a hot July 
night in 1962, when it was destroyed by fire. The photo, 
top right, was taken by Bessie Crouch; living at The  
Triangle, she may have been one of the first on the scene. 
 

Using the insurance money, and funds raised from the sale of 
Church House, a new, purpose built village hall was built on the 

site in 1963, extended in 1984 to add an annex. 
 

Find out more about religion & education in  
Eastcombe in Hilltop & Valley: Tales from Chalford 
Parish & Eastcombe, £10, from Eastcombe Stores. 

Above: After the fire: the 
tin church hall, July 1962 

 

Below: Aerial view of 
The Triangle c.1959, tin 

church centre left 

Below: Then & Now 


