
  

To receive a FREE digital copy every month,  
contact eastcombebandbnews@gmail.com.   

 

Printed copies, 60p each, from Eastcombe Stores, 
Frith Community Café & Chalford Parish Centre.   

 

Please send items for the January issue to  
eastcombenewsletter@btinternet.com  

by NOON on 13th December.   

 

FREE Digitally! 
60p 

FOLLOW US 
ON FACEBOOK 

EASTCOMBE CHRISTMAS LIGHTS 2024! 
 

Join us on MONDAY 2ND DECEMBER to unveil the Eastcombe Primary 
School Christmas windows & to light the Eastcombe Christmas tree.  

 

The fun starts at 6pm at the school, with refreshments & Christmas 
singing.  A torch-lit procession will then make its way to  

Eastcombe Green, where Father Christmas will switch 
on the Eastcombe Christmas tree lights!  

 

Enjoy Christmas music with the Hilltop Band & the Shanty 
Singers, & festive drinks at the school and The Lamb Inn.  

ALL WELCOME! 

NEWSLETTER 
DEADLINE… 

 

Due to Christmas, 
the deadline for the January 

newsletter is  
 

FRIDAY 13th DECEMBER. 
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
SUPPORT IN 2024! 

ROAD CLOSURE 
 

MONDAY 2nd DECEMBER 
 

5.55pm—6.15pm 
 

Dr Crouch’s Road 
will be CLOSED to 
vehicles between 

Eastcombe Primary 
School & the Green 

for the Eastcombe 
Christmas lights event. 

IT’S LESS FUSS to TAKE THE BUS! 
 

Having a Christmas night out?   
Don’t forget that you can now use the bus to get 
to and from Stroud (and all points in-between) 

on Friday and Saturday evenings—for only £2!   
 

Click here to see the 67 timetable: or visit 
www.stagecoachbus.com/plan-a-journey 

  SWIFT ACTION by  
STUDENTS! 

 

It may be the depths of winter, but 
Thomas Keble School is looking ahead to 
next spring.  Recently, as part of their 
learning about Swifts, students helped 
to install new nest sites for the visitors.  
 

Swifts breed in the UK, arriving in May 
and departing in August. Our fastest 

bird, they can fly at nearly 70 miles per hour and spend 
almost their entire life in flight, even sleeping on the 
wing. Traditionally, swifts nest in holes high on buildings, 
but the re-roofing of old properties has left many out in 
the cold; in just 25 years, UK Swift numbers have halved. 
 

In November, helped by building contractors Kier and TK 
staff, students installed 10 ‘swift brick’ nest boxes in the 
walls of the new three-storey teaching block.  Sturdy and 
weatherproof, ‘swift bricks' will last the lifetime of the building and may 
also attract other cavity-dwelling birds such as house martins.  
 

In addition, early in 2025, seven double swift boxes will be installed on 
the existing school sports hall.  Although Swifts may take a year or so to 
colonise the new nest sites, it is hoped that they will provide safe future 
homes for our fastest flying migrant within the next few years. 
 

Follow the progress of Eastcombe’s Swifts on www.swiftmapper.org.uk/ 
 

MORE PHOTOS ON PAGE 2 
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BISLEY-WITH-LYPIATT PARISH COUNCIL NEWS www.bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk/ 
Contact the Clerk: admin@bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk  
 

Winter Weather: As we approach winter, a gentle reminder about gritting and grit bins. In the event of 
snow, SDC will clear the main road from Toadsmoor (Vatch Lane) through to Bisley.  Within Eastcombe  
village there are numerous grit bins which have been filled by SDC. In the event of ice and snow, please use 
the grit sparingly. Only a small amount is required, preferably spread where vehicle tyres make contact with 
the road. There is no guarantee that once the grit is used it will be replenished before winter 2025/26. There 
is an Eastcombe Snow Group, comprising volunteers willing to undertake snow clearance. Please contact 
Councillor Louie Wilkes for more information, or if you would like to join this group. Finally, please do not use 
the council’s grit on your own property. 
 

Parking on Middle Hill: Once again we have raised the issue of contractors parking adjacent to the  
allotment crossroads with Kier at TK School. Finally they have taken the issue seriously and placed cones 
around the junction, which has seen an improvement. We have been informed that as they are now  
completing the ‘final fit’, there are lots of contractors on site but that this work should be complete by the 
end of the year, when the number of contractors needed should significantly reduce. 
 

Litter and Recycling Bins: The parish has undertaken a survey of the litter and dog waste bins within the 
3 wards. In conjunction with the Eastcombe Village Group, it has been agreed that a new litter/recycling bin 
will be provided, to be positioned adjacent to Eastcombe bus shelter, which will be serviced as part of the 
normal refuse collection service. A big thank you to the Eastcombe Village Group for their financial donation 
towards the cost of this new bin. 
 

Emergency Vehicle Access: The PC is undertaking a survey of the parish to establish where there are  
issues with access for emergency vehicles. If you live in an area of the parish where there is a concern  
regarding this issue, please contact the Clerk: admin@bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk. 
 

Next Meeting: Wednesday December 4th, 7.30pm at Bisley Village Hall. All are welcome to attend. 
 

Finally: Hopefully it’s not too early to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year  
from everyone on the Parish Council. 

BisCAN 
Bisley, Eastcombe & Oakridge  

Climate Action Network 
 

Swift Project: On a rare  
sunny day in November, ten 
enthusiastic Thomas Keble  
students helped install swift 
bricks on the new school block, 
under the guidance of Kier  
construction workers. With  
boxes to be added to the gym 
building and sounds to imitate 
birds in residence, it's hoped this 
will entice swifts to the school 
next year, helping Eastcombe’s 
swift colony to grow. This project 
has led Kier to invite Action for 
Swifts to work with them on other 
building sites around the South 
West.  Big thanks to Gill of Stroud 
Swift Group and TK staff Annie and Wendy! 
 

People's Nature Reserves: Gloucestershire 
Wildlife Trust is asking residents to ‘pledge a 
patch of your outdoor space, from whole gardens 
to window boxes’  to become a part of the net-
work of nature-friendly places across the county. 
Add your patch to the map here: 
www.gloucestershirewildlifetrust.co.uk/.  
 
 

Climate and Nature Bill: This bill would  
create a UK law to address the climate and  
nature crisis in line with the most up-to-date sci-
ence. Originally introduced by MP Caroline Lucas 
(Green), it is now sponsored by South Glouces-
tershire MP Roz Savage (Lib Dem). More than 
200 MPs support it, but more are needed. Write 
to your MP. More here:  
www.zerohour.uk/climate-and-nature-bill/ 
 

bisleyeastcombeoakridgecan@gmail.com 

ChalCAN Update 
 

As 2024 draws to a close, ChalCAN 
would like to celebrate everything that our neighbours 
have done this year to look after our environment, 
whether that’s planting a tree, letting a patch of lawn 
grow wild, considering environmental issues when  
casting a vote, insulating your home, or taking  
advantage of our brilliant local recycling facilities. Look-
ing at climate issues on a global scale can, at times, 
feel daunting. However, we look at the brilliant actions 
being taken by our community to improve biodiversity, 
move towards zero waste and be more conscious of our 
impact on the environment, and we feel energised by 
what motivated and thoughtful individuals can achieve. 
Thank you for everything you have done this year. 
 

Chalford Climate Action Network was formed in 2019, 
with the aim of helping the parish become carbon  
neutral by 2030. Five years into that mission, we want 
to take stock of what we have achieved, and what our 
community wants ChalCAN to focus on in the next five 
years. So, in the new year, we will be seeking your 
views - watch this space for further information about 
what and when!  
 

In the meantime, don’t forget there are lots of 
small things you can do at Christmas to be mind-
ful of the environment. Here are 3 of them: 
 

 Not only are paper decorations oodles better for 
the planet than their plastic counterparts, they’re 
also bang on trend this year - hooray! 

 Sorry to say, but avoid glitter! Even ‘biodegradable’ 
glitter needs special treatment to break it down, so 
it’s better to avoid it altogether.  

 Food waste is a big issue over the festive season. 
Thankfully the internet is full of great ideas how to 
use up festive leftovers, including on the         
Soil Association and BBC Good Food websites   

 

Merry Christmas from ChalCAN and, as ever, keep in 
touch via info@chalcan.org.uk. 
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BUSSAGE PRIMARY SCHOOL  
 

Music Mark Award 2024-2025 - For a third year running, we have been 
awarded accreditation as a Music Mark School, recognising our school’s commit-
ment to providing music education opportunities and learning for our pupils.  
 

Pupils learn about Black History Month: Year 5 & 6 pupils were fortunate 
to be visited by Ronnie McGrath, a multimedia artist, writer and poet of 40 years 
standing, to deliver creative workshops. The session was well received by both 
classes as well as being lots of fun. 
 

Rainbows visit St. Augustine’s Farm: Rainbows had a fantastic day out at St. 
Augustine’s Farm, starting the day by feeding the goats, sheep, ponies and chickens. 
After lunch there were guinea pigs to cuddle and a tractor ride to feed the cows. 
 

Netball: We recently took part in a tournament at Wycliffe. We celebrated two  
victories and narrowly lost one match. Although we didn’t win any medals this time, 
the spirit of achievement was palpable. 
 

Cross Country: We had an exciting day at Stratford Court where a range of children participated, with 
Years 3 & 4 running approximately 1km and Years 5 and 6 running approximately 2km. Multiple children  
secured a spot in the top ten. In addition, Thorin in Year 5 clinched first place in the Year 5 boys’ race. 
 

Visit us! If you are new to the area or have a child who will be starting school soon, we would love to show 
you around our school, please contact us for more details. You can contact the school on 01453 883 205.  
 

Our upcoming Open Morning visit at 9:30am is on Tuesday 3rd December. 

EASTCOMBE PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 

Our children really love playtimes! We strive to provide a wide range of games 
and activities promoting movement, good mental health and friendships. 
 

Our wrap around care provision goes from strength to strength! This term they 
have played card and board games, completed jigsaws, baked cakes and  
decorated biscuits and played Lego. Below right is one of the fantastic craft 
items they have made. Spaces are available before school from 7.45-8.45am 
and after school 3.15-5.15pm. Contact the school office for further details. 
 

Owl Class enjoyed making automata toys in their recent DT lesson. Children 
gained many skills including: accurate measuring, sawing, drilling, 
sanding and constructing.  
 

Hedgehog class trip to the Roman Baths was a great success – they 
got so much out of it including dressing up in Roman tunics, togas 
and pallas, creating their own mosaics, learning about real (and  
replica) Roman artefacts, practising archaeological digging for  
artefacts, using iPad technology to search for Roman ruins, learning 
about the history of the baths and chatting to the ‘Roman’ actors at 
the Baths, who were in full character. 
 

HAPPY CHRISTMAS.  

CHALFORD PARISH COUNCIL NEWS  
Chalford Parish Centre, 50 Geralds Way, Chalford, Gl6 8FJ; 01453 887204  
info@chalford-glos.gov.uk   www.chalford-glos.gov.uk.  Facebook. 
 

Our Community Speedwatch Group has a new leader and is looking for volunteers who can 
spare a few hours each month. If you would like to help to encourage road users to reduce  
excessive speeding in our parish please call us on 01453 887204. 
 

There are currently allotment plots available at our Middle Hill site. Now is the perfect time 
to take on an allotment as you can clear it and put it to bed for the winter ready to spring into 
action. Enjoy the sense of community and wonderful fresh produce that having an allotment brings. 
 

Santa is coming to Chalford on Thursday 12th December 1.30-4pm: Pop into the Parish Office before 
Monday 10th December and get your free entry ticket, then come in on the day and present your ‘Santa Pass’ 
to the elves to secure your chat with Santa. Lovely refreshments will be available from Boho. 
 

Longstanding Councillor Steps Down: After over 20 years of service to Chalford Parish, Councillor David 
Wood has stepped down. We want to thank him for his incredible dedication, wisdom, kind-
ness and integrity. We have awarded him Chalford Champion for his service. We will all miss 
him greatly. If you could represent your community and become a Councillor, please call us. 
 

France Lynch Pleasure Ground Wall Repaired: Your Footpath Volunteers responded to a 
request from a parishioner to repair a Parish Council wall on France Lynch Pleasure Ground. 
The wall had a bulge that looked precarious, and when pushed, a section of the wall  
collapsed, leading to several weeks’ work. The photo shows the wall on 7th November, mostly 
complete, but with some more work to do, not least adding the capping stones. 
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HILLTOP GARDENING CLUB   
www.hilltopgardening club.org.uk    

 

On November 5th, Dr Mike Jones spoke on “Carl  
Linnaeus - Bringing Order to the Natural World.”  An  
experienced lecturer, Dr Jones eased Club members and 
visitors into the intricacies of naming plants.  
 

A Swedish naturalist and explorer, Carl Linnaeus’ mission 
was to put the 18th century natural world in order. This 
talk focussed on botany and Linnaeus’ determination to 
name and order plants into condensed descriptions. This 
was no easy task as Latin was then used as a universal 
language. Much hinged on Linnaeus identifying the type 
specimen that became the permanent reference when 
identifying a species. Many thousands of type specimens 
were dried and preserved in separate sheets in herbari-
ums, some still found at The Linnaean Society, London.  
 

While contemporary DNA testing has impacted on some 
of Carl Linnaeus’ extraordinary work, the classic  
Enlightenment polymath was feted throughout the 
world. So famous was he that the use of L. identifies 
Linnaeus as the authority for a species name. Moreover, 
the type specimen for homo sapiens is Linnaeus. Linnae-
us’ former students were called apostles, who advocated 
the new Linnean system of classification. Amongst them 
was Daniel Solander who, with Joseph Banks, travelled 
on James Cook’s Endeavour to the South Pacific, a world 
of botanical and other natural wonders.  
 

Mike Jones wanted us to remember 1753, the  
publication date of Species Plantarum, the foundation of 
modern botanical nomenclature.  You never know when 
it might come in handy for a Gardening Club quiz.  
 

Pam Meecham 

DISTRICT COUNCIL NEWS 
 

Council Plan Consultation: The Council is  
refreshing its five year Plan, which sets all  
priorities and aims.  Let us know what you think: 
www.stroud.gov.uk/council-and-democracy/about-
the-council/have-your-say/consultations/our-
district-s-new-council-plan/. 
 

Cultural Strategy: At the October meeting of the 
full council, a Cultural Strategy was adopted, the 
first for this council.  The new strategy has been 
created over two years by working with arts  
organisations, including Hawkwood College, Prema 
Arts, Stroud Valley Arts and many other cultural 
and voluntary sector organisations such as Under 
The Edge Arts. It includes a commitment of 
£250,000 to support the local cultural sector. 
 

Cost of Living Support: A range of help, advice 
and support is available – see the cost of living 
support page on the council website: 
www.stroud.gov.uk/community-and-living/money-
advice/cost-of-living-support/ 
 

Energy Saving Grants to improve insulation and 
other energy-saving measures are available for 
homes in council bands A-D and with EPC (Energy 
Performance Certificate) rating D-G (check here 
www.gov.uk/find-energy-certificate), and for full 
funding household income below £31,000. You can 
apply here: www.gov.uk/apply-great-british-
insulation-scheme, or contact me for more  
information. 
 

As always, please contact me about any  
district council matters: Martin Brown, 

cllr.martin.brown@stroud.gov.uk & 01452 770878 

FOOTPATH RESTORATION 
 

Eastcombe Footpath Group 
recently spent a morning 
restoring the popular path 
in the meadow below  
Cricketty Mill, near to where 
the path enters the woods 
leading to the bottom of 
Fidges Lane, Eastcombe.   
 

The footpath has been eroding 
for years, but damage was 
accelerated dramatically on 
the evening of Monday 6th May 
2024 when a cloudburst (67mm of rain in 20 
minutes!) sent a large wave down the meadow, 
scouring the stream bed, eroding the remainder 
of the bank and causing damage to houses along 
the stream.  It left the stream flowing down the 
footpath, meaning the many walkers using this 
popular right of way got wet feet! 
 

The Footpath Group relocated some of the  
displaced stones to build up the footpath side of 
the bank and cleared the stream to allow it to 
flow freely into the woods.  Walkers may also 
notice sections of logs within the path– this is to 
help the stream naturally deposit silt and gravel 
to further build up the path over time.   
 

Please enjoy the footpath, but please do not 
move any of the logs or stones as the  
footpath gradually reinstates.  Thank you. 
 

Could YOU help the Footpath Group?  See 
Page 5 for how you can get involved... 
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Eastcombe Baptist Chapel 
 

A service is held on Sunday mornings, at 10:30am at the 
chapel in Dr Crouch’s Road, Eastcombe. 

St Michael’s & All Angels, Bussage 
 

Visitors are always welcome. Services this 
month are: 
 

 Dec 8th: Holy Communion, 9.30am  
 *Dec 15th: Carols on the Hill,          

Eastcombe Village Hall, 2.30pm (see 
poster on front page)  

 Dec 24th (Christmas Eve): Holy    
Communion, 10pm 

 

*If you would like to perform (a song, a story, a 
poem etc.) please get in touch with Revd Sue 
Murray via the email address below.  
 

On the other Sundays and on Christmas Day 
there are services in different parts of the  
Benefice. See www.bisleybenefice.org.uk or join 
our mailing list: pewslipsbisley@hotmail.com. 
 

For weddings, funerals & baptisms, contact Revd. 
Sue Murray: vicar@bisleybenefice.org.uk 

EASTCOMBE VILLAGE GROUP (EVG) 
 

Eastcombe Christmas Lights: On Monday 2nd December 
we will be lighting the Eastcombe Christmas tree as we begin 
the journey to Christmas. Once again, this is a joint event 
with Eastcombe Primary School. See Page 1 for all the de-
tails.  Thank you to Gardiners for supplying our tree, to Will 
from Adept Garden Maintenance and to Mike at Eastcombe 
Stores for their help once again this year.  All welcome! 

 

ADVANCE NOTICE: Dr Crouch’s Road will be closed to vehicles 
from the primary school to the Green 5.55pm—6.15 pm on  
2nd December.  Please do not park here during these times. 

 

UPDATE: Glorious Gloucestershire – an evening with Mark 
Cummings: The event on Saturday 26 October raised £1,085 towards 
the next phase of the play equipment on the recreation ground. 
 

First Aid Course for parents of young children.  This course, run 
by Mini First Aid on Saturday 9th November and subsidised by the EVG, 
was judged as most useful and valuable. Thank you to Luke  
Hammond for organising the course and to all who attended 
 

Village Quiz – Saturday 1 February 2025: Put the date of this  
popular event in your diary!  More details in January. 
 

Next Meeting: Monday 13th January, 7.30pm, Eastcombe Village Hall.  
 

Peter Scott: peterhscott@btinternet.com  
 

To join the EVG mailing list, email csissons52@gmail.com.    
 

Follow Eastcombe Village Group on Facebook. 

EASTCOMBE  
SCREEN on the GREEN   

Apologies to our local film 
buffs, but there will be no 
film in December to avoid 

clashes with other activities 
in the run up to Christmas.   

 

We hope to run Screen on 
the Green on a different  
basis next year, offering  
appealing choices of film.  
Our next film night will 

be Saturday 25th  
January 2025. More details 

in the January newsletter. 
 

Thank you to everyone who 
supported Screen on the 
Green in 2024. As well as 

promoting community spirit, 
the funds raised make 
a welcome contribution 

to the upkeep of  
Eastcombe Village Hall. 

THE LITTLE FREE ART GALLERY 
 

A big Thank You to everyone who has visited the Little Free Art  
Gallery in Bussage recently - we have been delighted to welcome lots 
of new visitors over the last month! There have been some beautiful, 
unique artworks left, including textiles, jewellery and photography, as 
well as drawings and paintings. And many items have gone to new 
homes!  If you haven’t paid us a visit yet, why not come and find us?  
 

The gallery exists to display and celebrate the creativity of everyone in the community, 
so do leave anything that you think the community would enjoy or just come and enjoy 
the art and creative offerings on display!  With the festive season approaching, there 
will be plenty of Christmas themed artwork to take home. Why not take something to 
pass onto someone who would appreciate an act of kindness this winter? 
 

If you are a professional craftsperson, artist or photographer we would also love to exhibit a 
piece by you – please get in touch at deborahwetherall@hotmail.com 
 

The Little Free Art Gallery Bussage can be found on The Avenue, Bussage, off Cowswell Lane 
GL6 8AT (What3Words///dates.barn.hawks). 
 

Please continue to spread the word and we look forward to seeing you soon! 

Eastcombe Footpath Group Needs YOU! 
 

Never free in the week?  You can still help! 
 

From January 2025, the Footpath Group will meet once a 
month at 10.30am on the 3rd Saturday of the 
month, especially for those too busy to help during the 
week.  Get out, explore the countryside and get to know 
the paths in and around Eastcombe.  All are welcome – 
all you need are some shears, gloves and maybe some 
money for a drink at the Lamb Inn afterwards. 
 

Footpath projects this year included works to the 
steps on the Death Slide between Eastcombe and 
Bismore, with the installation of a bench at the 
top, path clearing and footpath surveying.   
 

For more details contact 07821 806724. 



6 

   CAROL’S COOKERY CORNER:  
 

SAUSAGE & PEPPER HOT POT 
 

A ‘Winter Warmer’ for the cold months.  Easy to 
make, using readily available ingredients.   

 
 

INGREDIENTS: 
 1 tablespoon sunflower oil 
 8 pork sausages 
 4 rashers smoked bacon 
 1 onion, chopped 
 1 large carrot, finely chopped 
 1 garlic clove, crushed 
 300ml chicken stock 
 400g tin chopped tomatoes 
 2 tablespoons tomato paste 
 1 red pepper, deseeded & sliced 
 250g baby new potatoes, sliced 
 2 fresh thyme sprigs 
 salt & pepper 
 
 

METHOD: 
1. Heat the oil in a large sauté pan over a high heat. Add the 

sausages until they are browned on all sides. Set them aside. 
2. Fry the bacon until crisp, then set aside.  
3. Add the onion, pepper and carrot to the saute pan and fry for 

a few minutes over a high heat.  
4. Pour in stock, tomatoes and tomato paste.  Add the thyme.  
5. Bring to the boil, add the potatoes and season with salt and 

pepper. 
6. Reduce the heat.  Return the bacon and sausages to the pan.  
7. Cover and simmer for 30 minutes. Remove the lid and simmer 

for a further 10 minutes until the sauce is thick and the     
vegetables are tender.    

8. Serve in bowls.  

EASTCOMBE ARCHIVE 
 

On www.eastcombearchive.org.uk is an article called 'The Lost 
World of Eastcombe' in which Paul Beer recalls his childhood in 
Eastcombe.  The article is very evocative of the 1960s and 70s.  

 

Soon a sequel will appear on the archive website.  Paul has not 
only recorded his career as a stonemason and roofer, but also 

revealed in detail his highly specialized knowledge of these 
traditional Cotswold crafts. Those of us who struggle to 

maintain this area's lovely stone cottages might be pleased to 
learn why things were done as they were, and why traditional 

methods developed for good reasons. 
 

Visit www.eastcombearchive.org.uk to find out more. 

 NEED A GIFT IDEA?        
 

These printable ‘Christmas cheques’ 
from www.moneysavingexpert.com 

make a great Christmas gift! 

NEED SOME  
SUPPORT 

THIS CHRISTMAS?  
 

Click HERE for seasonal  
advice from Citizens Advice.   

 

For more support, visit: 
www.citizensadvice.org.uk  

or  
www.citizensadvice-

stroudandcotswold.org.uk 
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REMINDER :  
SEND MEMORIES of  

MANOR/THOMAS KEBLE 
SCHOOLS  

by 

Friday 13th December.   
 

On Saturday 11th January 2025, Thomas 
Keble School will welcome former  

students, staff and members of the 
community as they mark the move from 
the old school building to the new with 

a display of the building’s history.  
 

Memories are welcome—please send 
photos and/or 100-word memories 

to  
farewell@thomaskeble.gloucs.sch.uk, 
drop off at the school reception (mark 
items ‘Old School Farewell’) or post - 
please include a stamped addressed 

envelope so that items can be returned.  
 

Book a tour of the old building before it 
is demolished - see the TK website for 

details from early December. 
 

THANK YOU! 

2024 & ALL THAT…  
  

It’s been another packed year on the hill!  From 
local history afternoons to monthly Screens on the Green, 

tasty recipes (a big THANK YOU to Carol for her Cookery Corner!), 
nature notes and gardening advice, footpath, school and council  
updates, Village Histories, Name That Views, Eastcombe Village 
Group events, Café Churches, the April ‘sighting’ of the Long-wattled 
Umbrellabird (yes, it IS a real bird – just not in Bussage!), tips on 
helping hedgehogs, opportunities to volunteer, and many, many 
events - including Bussage Bops, September’s New-to-Eastcombe 
coffee morning at the Lamb Inn and the Hilltop Autumn Show.    

 

Timetable changes gave the hilltop Friday and Saturday night (and 
Sunday) bus services (timetable here), Eastcombe got a new village 
flag, while July’s hot and sunny Wine Walk saw villagers basking in 
sunny gardens with glasses in their hands.  There were Gnome 
Hunts, Bear Hunts, church, Twinning Association and BisCAN events, 
and action for swifts.  A new hilltop history book went on sale (the 
last few copies are available in Eastcombe Stores – just the thing for 
Christmas!), the 80th anniversary of D-Day was marked, a general 
election saw the hilltop split across two constituencies and a fresh 
Youth Worker team took over at Frith Youth Centre.  
  

2025 will see a new venture at the former Boho Café in Chalford Hill 
(watch this space!), more fabulous village events and a new look 
Thomas Keble School as the old building is demolished.  
  

Happy Christmas & here’s to 
2025! 

     THE BUSSAGE BOP  
 

Ladies, enjoy a social evening, plus dancing to  
Your old favourite 60s/70s hits. 

 

            Bussage Village Hall, 7.30-9.30pm.  
 

Bring your own drinks and nibbles.  
 

NEXT BOP: THURSDAY DECEMBER 5TH 
 

       Text to book your place and for admission charges:  
Anna: 07731 777 597 
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NAME THAT VIEW!   

 
 
 

 

November’s photo was of the  
Eastcombe crossroads, near the 
playing field & the allotments. 

 

December’s photo is again taken in 
or around the 3 villages. 

 

Can you identify its location? 
 

The answer will be revealed in the 
January issue. 

How well do you know our villages? 

VILLAGE HISTORIES... A BISMORE CHRISTMAS… 
 

John Lane (1922-2008), born Jack Ramsbottom on 12th November 1922 in Ramsgate, 
was placed with Dr Barnardo’s at the age of two.  In the mid 1920s, Jack came to live 
with foster parents Sam and Rosa Nobes in Bismore for seven of the happiest years of 
his life.  In this excerpt, John writes about Christmas in Eastcombe and Bismore. 
 

With Guy Fawkes Night over, it was time to prepare 
for Christmas. Fortunately I still had my two regular 
jobs, but there were still a few pennies to be earned 
doing the traditional rounds of carol singing. Every 
child in the village did this, either singly or in groups, 
huddled outside a closed cottage door to sing with all 
the emotion that the occasion generated. The  
generosity and tolerance of the community was put to 
the test. Some villagers had as many as ten  
different callers on one night. Generally, 

goodwill overcame inconveniences and irritations. Only rarely was 
the singing interrupted by an impatient householder. Most people 
waited until a carol was finished before opening the door, and even 
if no pennies were handed out, a sweet or a mince pie, or even a 
hot drink was sometimes offered to the cold and often weary songsters. 
 

One year, I made a solo round about a week before the customary start to 
the season. I figured that the first carol-singer on the scene would be more 
likely to get the cream of the offerings before the coffers dried up. However, 
justice was done on the very first house of call, when the door opened before 
I had completed the first line, and a sharp voice shouted, 'You're far too early, 
Jackie, come back in a fortnight.' 
 

My earliest memory of Christmas is of hanging one of Mother's old stockings 
on the bedpost, knowing that during the night she would fill it with presents. 
When George [Jack’s foster brother] and I awoke in the still darkness of the 
early morning, the candle would be hurriedly lit before we scrambled to the 
foot of the bed to untie our bulging stockings. Although we both had a fair 
idea of what would be inside, we tore away the paper with enthusiasm. There 
was nothing frivolous about our presents; table games for playing on long 
winter evenings, socks, bags of sweets and nuts, and always in the foot slept 
a candied mouse, with an orange tucked right into the toe. But the Christmas 
of 1931 brought the moment of greatest joy when I spotted the brightly 

wrapped parcel on the floor. I knew it was the Bubbles Annual with 
its extra-lengthy episodes of adventure, travel and sports, featuring 
Cucumber Kane, Fireworks Flynn and half-a-dozen other heroes 
whose exploits I followed all year in my favourite comic. George was 
equally excited about his Tiger Tim Annual. Between us, we 
had enough reading to last the winter. The weekly comics 
were a luxury that Mother never deprived us of, but the cost 

of the annuals at 3/6 was a small fortune to her meagre resources. 
 

Much later in the morning the family came to see how we had fared, 
and our small bedroom burst to life with the joy of exchanging simple 
gifts. Mother and Aunt Flo, when she was alive, usually received lace 
handkerchiefs or tiny bottles of perfume, while Father invariably  
received some simple accessory to go with his pipe. One Christmas 
George and I pooled our money to buy him a new pipe. When he 
opened the parcel, his face expanded into complete rapture. The 
emotion of the moment has remained with me to this day. 
 

 To read more, visit www.eastcombearchive.org.uk   

WHAT’S ON in DECEMBER? 
 

30 Nov—8 Dec: Open Studio, 11am
-5pm, Winsley Cottage, France Lynch 
1 Dec: Chalford Market, Chalford 
Sports & Social Club, 10am-1pm 
2 Dec: *Eastcombe Christmas Lights 
switch on, 6pm (*DR CROUCH’S 
ROAD CLOSED 5.55-6.15pm)/
Bussage Community & School Carols 
6pm, Bussage Primary School 
3 Dec: Bussage Primary School 
Open Day, 9.30am 
4 Dec: Bisley-with-Lypiatt PC  
meeting, Bisley Village Hall, 7.30pm 
5 Dec: Bussage Bop, Bussage Village 
Hall, 7.30-9.30pm  
8 Dec: Event in honour of Erika  
Hester, Eastcombe Scout HQ, 1-4pm 
11 Dec: Frith Café Christmas Party, 
10am-12 noon, Frith Youth Centre 
12 Dec: Santa at Chalford 1.30-4pm 
13 Dec: Deadline for memories of 
Manor or Thomas Keble School 

13 DECEMBER: DEADLINE FOR 
JANUARY NEWSLETTER 

15 Dec: Carols on the Hill,  
Eastcombe Village Hall, 2.30pm  

‘Bismore Vale’.  The Nobes’ 
cottage is centre right. 


