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Eastcombe, Bussage & Brownshﬂl Newsletter

WELCOME TO THE AUGUST ISSUE. To receive a FREE digital copy every
month, please contact eastcombebandbnews@gmail.com. *"Qpp 4

Printed copies, 60p each, available from Eastcombe Stores, Frith Community Café &
Chalford Parish Centre. Also available to customers of Head First & The Lamb Inn. ‘ u m me R

Please send items for the September issue to eastcombenewsletter@btinternet.com HOI
by NOON on 17th August. .‘ 'D'"‘

FAST FREDDIE: A STAR IN THE MAKING?

On June 23rd, Rye House, famous for being where Lewis Hamilton began his
" karting career, witnessed an impressive display of skill and determination from
|| Bussage’s very own Freddie Turner.

}! Freddie, aged 10, secured victory in Round 4 of the Global Karting League (GKL)
S \ational Champlonshlp, a win that not only delighted his family and friends
cheering from trackside, but placed him in a strong position to challenge for this
year’s title in his first year of competition. Previously, Freddie had achieved 2nd place
at Hooton Park (RD2) in April and 3rd place at Clay Pigeon (RD3) in May.

Despite facing kart issues in final practice, Freddie qualified in 3rd place for the first of o
two races. He started the first race impressively, quickly advancing to 2nd place, then o -
working hard to close the gap on the leading driver, overtaking at the first hairpin to
take the lead. He maintained his focus throughout the race, building a 3.6 second gap
and setting the fastest lap.

In the final race, Freddie started from pole position. He absorbed early pressure but went deep into a corner,
allowing the 2nd place driver to overtake. However, Freddie was determined not to let victory slip from his
grasp, and, midway through the final lap, he made a decisive move to regain 1st place, securing his maiden
victory in the GKL championship. He also maximized his weekend points by again setting the fastest lap.

The GKL UK championship, conceived by former F1 Race Engineer and Director Rob Smedley, is a great
platform for nurturing future motorsport talent. Freddie has greatly benefited from this championship,
showcasing all the characteristics of a driver capable of excelling in the future of motorsport.

Freddie is seeking sponsorship to support his motorsport journey. Interested businesses can contact
him at ftracinguk@gmail.com and follow his journey on Instagram @freddieturnerracing.
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CRAFTY & DELICIOUS @ CHALFORD

Chestergate Allotments & Community Orchard C;: Aford ek 10am-1pm

Saturday 10 August 2024
Activites throughout the day, from 8:30am to 8:30pm

v
Join Bisley-with-Lypiatt Parish Council and Gloucestershire Wildlife

Trust for a day of identifying and recording as many species as
ossible to kick off National Allotments Week.
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BISLEY-WITH-LYPIATT PARISH COUNCIL NEWS www.bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk/
Contact admin@bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk

Eastcombe Recreation Ground—Disabled Access: The northern entrance to the Recreation Ground has
now been widened to allow easier access for mobility scooters and large push chairs. The PC will consider
access at the other entrances to determine whether any further improvements may be required. If you have
any views on this, please contact the Clerk: admin@bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk

Recreation Ground — 3—7 year olds Play Space: By the time you read this the installation of the
younger children’s play equipment will be complete. Safety matting and fencing has been installed to ensure
that the equipment is fit for purpose and that dogs cannot enter the area. The final stage is to have the
equipment inspected by a certified RoSPA authority, and once this has been done the area will be opened for
use. The majority of the cost of this project has been funded from Government Grants and by Exterior Archi-
tecture, with Kier, and Solum offering their services on a ‘pro-bono’ basis. Our thanks go to Leighton Pace of
Exterior Architecture, Richard Nightingale from Kier and Steve and contractors from Solum. We could not
have completed the installation without all their help and expertise in bringing this project to fruition.

Recreation Ground — Vandalism & Anti-Social Behaviour: Unfortunately, this is still going on and we
may have to consider measures to prevent the problem from escalating. One possible solution is to remove
overhanging tree branches to make the area more open and increase visibility. This is not something that we
will do unless it is absolutely necessary. Hopefully intervention by the Neighbourhood Warden and the PCSO
will have the desired effect in deterring this behaviour. In the meantime, we will continue to monitor the sit-
uation, so please report any occurrences of anti-social behaviour to Mark Dodd, Neighbourhood Warden
(07876 405833, or via the SDC website: Community Wardens | Stroud District Council) and the Parish Clerk.

Parish Council Notice Boards: It has been suggested that the replacement Parish Council Notice Board in
Eastcombe should be moved to a position where it is easier to view. The Ward Councillors are looking at
positioning the replacement board on the Green, somewhere near the top end adjacent to the large stone.

Fly Posters: The increase in the number of posters attached to telegraph poles etc, advertising local events
and businesses is, apart from being unsightly, in most cases illegal. We encourage anyone who wishes to
advertise to use the Community Notice Board on Dr Crouch’s Road. Remember that there is also an adver-
tising facility at the Village Stores. We will be looking to provide extra public notice boards in the near future.

Eastcombe Speeding: Analysis of speed data has shown that over the period 7" May to 5" June 2024
approximately 17% of vehicles travelling on the main road near Brockley Acres exceeded the 30mph limit,
with a maximum speed of 64mph recorded. Based on this data the PC are looking to install an ANPR camera
similar to the one currently under test in Bisley. Data from these cameras can be passed to the police and
drivers who consistently exceed the speed limit will be cautioned and, if necessary, prosecuted.

Next Meeting: The Parish Council does not meet in August, so the next meeting will be held at Bisley
Village Hall on Wednesday September 4™, 2024 at 7.30pm. All are welcome to attend.

DISTRICT COUNCIL NEWS

Community Land Trust: A group has
been set up to explore the possibility of a

Eastcombe’s Swifts — An Update

Our Swifts will soon be on their way back to Africa, after a
disappointing breeding season for Eastcombe and the UK

Community Land Trust to build a small
number of affordable, environmentally
sustainable houses for local residents to
rent. To join, please contact me.

The Council is starting a crowdfunding
scheme, through the platform Spacehive,
to help community groups raise money for
projects which benefit local residents. The
Council will match funds up to 50% of a
project’s target, with £100,000 committed
in the current budget. The first round will
launch in September. If your group has a
project that would benefit, get in touch.

A rare collection of 9 beautifully preserved
fossil fish - including an eye-popping
pachycormus in 3 dimensions - is on
display for the first time at Stroud’s
Museum in the Park. Dating from 183
million years ago, when much of what is
now Britain was a tropical sea and
dinosaurs roamed the land, the fossils
were discovered in 2022 at Court Farm, in
Kings Stanley.

Please contact me about any District
Council matters: Martin Brown,
cllr.martin.brown@stroud.gov.uk

01452 770878

[

generally. The unsettled, cool weather meant a significant drop
in insect numbers — not good for insectivorous birds like Swifts.

Swifts are extremely site faithful when it comes to breeding.
We now know of 2 more nest sites — one in The Manse next to
the nest site at Eastcombe Primary School, and the other in a
house between Eastcombe Stores and the crossroads. This
brings our total of probable nest sites to a meagre 5, as one
location in Wells Road appears to be unoccupied this year.

On a more positive note, Swifts have been seen entering 2 of
the new nest boxes on the Baptist Chapel — these are pro-
specting pairs, who will be looking for a nest site for next year.

We again thank those who have generously donated to our
nest box initiative, including Bisley-with-Lypiatt Parish Council.
We have also received a grant from Gloucestershire Naturalists
Society, shared with Thomas Keble School. TK is in the process
of procuring 7 double nest boxes for their Sports Hall and will
incorporate several Swift nesting bricks into their new building.

So, our little Swift colony in Eastcombe is still surviving and,
with the presence of the new nest boxes, we hope for a
modest recovery next year. Hopefully, better weather too!

The location of Eastcombe’s nest boxes can be found on the
RSPB sponsored app, SwiftMapper, together with records of
‘screaming parties’. It would be great to add some more data
for this year—please contact us with any relevant sightings:
tonyperry770@yaho0.co.uk or
bisleyeastcombeoakridgecan@gmail.com




EASTCOMBE PRIMARY SCHOOL UPDATE Bussage Primary School’s

The Eastcombe School Association (ESA) have had a fantastic
year organising events to entertain our school community, including Bea r H u nt
the Gnome Hunt, cake sales, a disco, wreath making, a sweet sale,
sponsored read, PJ Day and a quiz. Thanks to your support, they have [ =N 275t & 22nd
raised an incredible sum of money which has been used to purchase i 4 "O

Art and DT resources for the next academic year, books to extend The | Lo W September
100 Book Library in each classroom, new playground furniture, Y6

leavers presents, as well as subsidising school trips and a pantomime lpm - 4pm
visit. A heartfelt ‘thank you’ to the committee and to our wider

community who have supported them. Let’s do it all again next year.

D Science in Hedgehog Class: This term children have BUSSAGE PRIMARY
% been learning about the digestive system —why and how | | SCHOOL BEAR HUNT
A we eat food, and the journey food takes through our
digestive system. To support their understanding, 21 & 22 September
children created and labelled their own digestive system! Countries of the World
- A big thank you to our Y6 families for hosting End of the
(&  Year celebrations and the Y6 leavers party on 12th o%rt?:ea-rst aareecltff
"; July. It was a lovely evening, and great to see so many 0 hlr raveis
families and children having such a good time. Y6 over the summer

holidays, BUT
they will be back on
21 & 22 September.

Will you be able to guess
where they have been?

The Bear Hunt starts at Bussage
Primary School - follow the route
to find our bears and work out
which country each bear

Leavers especially, will treasure their memories!

Owl Class had a fantastic 2 days of D&T exploring
how beef is produced and taste-testing different
bolognaise sauces. We looked at the nutritional values
of different sauces and researched alternative recipes
for spaghetti bolognaise. We designed our own pasta
sauce labels and worked out the nutritional value and
approximate cost of our agreed recipe. Having
chopped, grated, sizzled, stirred and simmered, we got
to taste our own spaghettl bolognaise! Yummy' Well

done Owl Class for being so sensible and engaged whilst cooklng and represents.

learning about these important ‘skills for life’. » Vote for your favourite to win
Well done to Nancy, Isa, Sienna, and Robyn for their performances at the Best Dressed Bear

our recent piano assembly. During the year they have had weekly « Delicious homemade cakes, ice-
lessons with Mrs Innes and it was lovely to see them showcase their cream and more

talents to an audience!

To bring our busy academic school year to a close, this year’s school
production is Rock Bottom, on 18th July. Take a journey back to | |*® Raffle

e Enjoy bear-themed fun

prehistoric times in this hysterical Stone Age rock musical full of « You might even be lucky
comedy, songs, dancing and mystery. The children are currently enough to meet our Care Bear
excitedly rehearsing and this year they will perform in The Cotswold mascot!

Playhouse, Stroud. Watch this space for photos in the next newsletter.

Wishing you all a very happy and restful summer. We hope to see you there!

BUSSAGE PRIMARY SCHOOL UPDATE

Our Year 6 children had a fantastic residential week away at PGL and participated in several brilliant
outdoor activities. The feedback on their behaviour was incredibly pleasing. We would like to thank the staff
who gave up evenings and family time to accompany our Year 6's on the trip.

The PTA Summer Fayre and Football Tournament was a resounding success yet again. A huge thank
you to all the team who made it such a wonderful event. It raised over £5,000 for our children, which will
make a huge difference to their learning.

Our Year 6 Children performed One Night in Africa - a collection of music, dance and drama based on
the continent of Africa (their theme of learning this term). This involved playing djembe drums and they had
10 weeks of lessons on how to play the djembes from Gloucester Music Hub, paid for by our PTA.

Year 2 children recently visited a Mosque in Gloucester as well as the local church as part of their RE
learning. It was interesting finding out about how different faiths celebrate and practise their beliefs.

We have a new Instagram page, so please follow us. Search ‘Bussage Primary School’ or go to
instagram.com/bussage_primary_school/

Our school hall is available for hire on evenings and weekends. It's a great place to use for clubs,
chgirs, n?ete)tlings, even children’s parties. Please contact the school office for more information about cost
and availability.

We have a few September 2024 year group spaces available in Reception, Year 1, Year 3 and Year
5. If you are new to the area or looking for a school place for your child, please contact us on 01453 883
205 for more information and to arrange a visit.




BUSSAGE WILDFLOWER ROAD VERGES by Mike Exley

Grab your camera, plonk on your Indiana Jones hat and step out into wild
Bussage. You will be astounded by the carpets of wildflowers and grasses being
allowed to flourish along our local road verges. The Ridgeway and Tanglewood
Way have particularly floral patches, flowing with sweeps of clover, yellow Hawk
bit, Birdsfoot Trefoil and Ox-eye Daisies, plus the occasional Pyramid Orchid.

Don't be disappointed by non-floral wild grass verges either, with their sweeps o
swaying grass heads. They are a sign of deeper soil & are home to thousands of
the 24,000 insect types found in the UK: from grasshoppers and crickets, to beetles,
spiders and ants. These are in turn food for birds, bats and voles, who are then food
for owls. Of course, insects are essential for the fertilisation of many of our food
crops, such as oil seed rape, apples and strawberries. It is a sad fact that UK insect
numbers have declined by a staggering 60% over the last 17 years. We must all try to re-
verse this decline, whether through campaigning, encouraging authorities to reduce mowing
or by growing insect friendly plants in our gardens. On my many local walkabouts it is pleas-
ing to see households copying this new way forward, with wild areas in their front lawns.

I would like to give a huge thank you to the teams creating these wildlife refuges along our Bussage roads

DID YOU KNOW... The Hilltop Hilltop Gardening Club
... that David and Richard Gardening Club | Ayntumn Show
Attenborough used to visit Autumn Show
Eastcombe? S ttacll<es glt?‘ce on | Sat. 7th September ’24
The Attenborough’s grandfather, aturday EASTCOMBE VILLAGE HALL
Alexander Clegglﬁivedg;t St Maryr’s, September, at Eastcombe Opens 2.30pm
Eastcombe, then named The Firs. Village Hall. General admission £1
Mr Clegg was headmaster of the British | | Schedules and entry forms will Free for exhibitors & Children
School (built in 1878 to educate the be available from Eastcombe m,,,‘_‘,':’,ff:f,,,’t“,,:’:‘;,;‘:,‘{,::";:“,.,u
Baptist children of the village). Stores, The Lamb Inn, Head y Salon, § be Beech Farm Shop, Stroud
ing the Great First, Chalford Parish Office and Farm Suppiies, Cotsweld les Cream Co.
Later, during the Grea The Ram Inn from the end of
War, Mr Clegg came July
OUt Of retlrement i H :::l.:l’:';:l:: xoe‘m-.:::::l::uble poln(l‘tn s B
when the two Please enter something! A -

vegetable, fruit, flowers or even
a photo. Help to keep the Presentation of Trophies at 3.30pm
show going for future years.

Thank you for your P
support. 30 | o
Nz

www.hilltopgardeningclub.org.uk

schoolmasters were
called up, teaching all
the children together
in the present primary
school building.

Alexander Clegg, centre

HILLTOP GARDENING CLUB HAPPENINGS...

Hilltop Gardening Club members have enjoyed a busy early summer!

On 23" June, a group of 33 members set off by coach for Lancashire on the Club’s
annual holiday, visiting Weston Park in Shropshire on the way. We stayed at Foxfields, a
pleasant and comfortable country hotel outside Clitheroe.

The whole of the next day was spent at RHS Bridgewater, outside Manchester. The
weather was perfect to enjoy the famous gardens and relax by the waterfalls of the new
Chinese Garden. We visited Leighton Hall House and Garden, north of Lancaster, and
Rufford Old Hall the following day. On our journey back, we stopped at the wonderful
Winterbourne Gardens and Arts and Crafts House in Edgbaston. Fortunately, the holiday
coincided with a spell of fine, settled weather — much appreciated in this rather disappointing summer -
bringing out the scents and colours of the garden. Once again a very successful holiday was enjoyed by all.

On 3™ July our members were warmly welcomed by Sue Spielberg and her husband, Richard Sales, to their
eco home and garden at Whiteway. Their house - strikingly modern in appearance - was built to Passivhaus
(net-zero) standards. Their garden is full of flowers, whose pleasing informality disguises the evident care in
the garden design. A mown path through the wild lawn leads to full flower borders, as well as some borders
and raised beds containing vegetables. A stylish greenhouse, full of tomato plants, and a large pond
complement the house. Playful touches included a rusty chair in the middle of the pond and a small yellow
duck on the edge of the jetty. It provided a restful outlook when we enjoyed tea and cake in the house, on
what was a cool, showery day.

On 11" July the group enjoyed another garden visit — to Jenny Clarke’s local garden. This time the weather
was more clement — a lovely sunny afternoon - which enabled us to enjoy Jenny’s attractive, rose-filled
cottage garden — and to consume more tea and cake!

Further activities are planned for the rest of the summer. Full details on our website:
www.hilltopgardening club.org.uk
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Eastcombe Baptist Chapel

A service is held on Sunday mornings, at 10:30am at the
chapel in Dr Crouch’s Road, Eastcombe.

EASTCOMBE VILLAGE GROUP (EVG)

By the time you read this, the SOLD OUT Eastcombe
Wine Walk will be taking place. Thanks to everyone who
bought tickets - it is clearly a very popular event with the
100 tickets selling out in record time. Thanks to the five
hosts, to Mike for organising the wine and to Eastcombe
Stores for selling the tickets. We are looking forward to a
great evening with friends and neighbours!

New to Eastcombe Coffee Morning: Saturday 14th
September, 10.30-11.30am: We are eager to welcome
those who have moved to Eastcombe recently. See article.

SAVE THE DATE! ‘Glorious Gloucestershire’: An
evening with Mark Cummings, Saturday 26th
October, 7pm, Eastcombe Village Hall. Mark, a
popular radio personality from Radio Gloucestershire, will
talk about his new book of stories, and the sights and
sounds of our fabulous county. Local wine, from
Woodchester Valley Vineyard, and local cheese, from
Jonathan Crump, will be served. Profits will go towards
the next phase of the children’s play area at Eastcombe
Recreation Ground. Tickets go on sale in September.

The next EVG meeting takes place on Monday 2nd
September at 7.30 pm in the annex of Eastcombe
Village Hall. All welcome.

Peter Scott: peterhscott@btinternet.com
To join the EVG mailing list, email csissons52@gmail.com
Follow Eastcombe Village Group on Facebook.

St Michael’s « All Angels, Bussage
Visitors are always welcome. Services this month:

August 11th: Holy Communion, 9.30am
August 18th: Morning Prayer, 9.30am

Please Note: There is no Hilltop Cafe Church
this month. It will return in September.

On other Sundays there are services in different
parts of the Benefice. For details, see
www.bisleybenefice.org.uk, or join our mailing
list: pewslipsbisley@hotmail.com.

For weddings, funerals & baptisms, contact Revd.
Sue Murray: vicar@bisleybenefice.org.uk

New-to-Eastcombe Coffee Morning

Are you new/newish to the village?
Would like to meet other newcomers
(as well as some of us who have been

around for a while!)?
Come along to The Lamb Inn on Saturday 14"

5 September from 10.30 to 11.30am.

C)”% Join us for coffee and home-made cake,
plus the opportunity to find out more
i about the many village activities. Did
you know that we have our own shanty group,
newsletter, gardening club, café church, ladies
walking group, local history group and more!

Eastcombe is a great place to live and we’d love
to welcome you — come along and say Hello!

For more details, contact
Chris Sissons csissons52@gmail.com

Fancy some FREE

Country Butterfly Spotter
activities to amuse the
kids this summer?

i n Visit the

R Gloucestershire
' Wildlife Trust
website for more details.

—

EASTCOMBE WI

Pauline welcomed members and visitors to our July Meeting. Future events were announced,
Claire collected orders for 2025 diaries and calendars, and there was the good news that two
members have volunteered to shadow Glenys, taking over when she steps down as Secretary
in November. Thanks were given to Olive for organising the trip to SS Great Britain, and to
Jean for the Lunch Club at Frampton Mansell. The Craft and Scrabble Club will meet on 23rd in the Scout HQ,
our next Lunch Club is on Thursday 25th at Egypt Mill, but there will no further meeting until September,
when Olive and her daughters will also hold a quality clothes event in aid of Longfield.

Our speaker was Rhiannon Parker, a Fraud Awareness officer affiliated to Gloucestershire Police. We were
told of the amazing number of frauds carried out - 33,000 in Gloucestershire last year, with £25 million lost.
This number might be worse, but many people don't report the crime through embarrassment. Victims are
often blamed for being cheated when the culprits are the criminals.

‘No one is unscammable’, said Rhiannon. Her mantra to avoid being caught out is ‘Take 5, Tell 2": think
carefully for as long as you can whether calls, emails etc could be a scam, and talk to 2 other people —
perhaps family - before committing to anything. Rhiannon emphasised that banks and building societies will
never ask for account details or PIN numbers. Suspicious activity should be reported to Action Fraud (run by
London City Police) on 0300 123 2040 (weekdays 8am to 8pm) or at www.actionfraud.police.uk/reporting-
fraud-and-cyber-crime. Rhiannon was thanked by Glenys and we returned home feeling we were safer.

Eastcombe WI are a friendly group of women who enjoy friendships, good speakers and outings. Most
meetings are open to visitors for a small fee and new members are welcome. Meetings take place on the 3rd
Tuesday of the month at 7.15pm at Eastcombe Village Hall, and usually include some form of entertainment.

For more information please contact the Secretary, Glenys Sharpe, on 01453 886298.

tneWI

INSPIRING WOMEN
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SUMMER QUIZ: How good is your summer knowledge?

1. Which British seaside attraction is 158 metres tall?

2. At 1.34 miles, where is the longest pleasure pier in the UK?

3. Which group had a Top 10 hit with ‘Summer Sunshine’ in 2004?

4.  When does summer officially start in the Northern Hemisphere?

5. The month of July is named after which famous historical person? .

6.  What British show starts every year in August and ends just before Christmas? s\t‘“@‘”fun‘
7. Can you give the first line of Grease's 'Summer Nights'? N
8.  Which feast day falls on July 15 every year?

9.  Thunderstorms are most likely to hit the South East of England. True Or False?

10. What was the name of the ITV holiday show fronted by Judith Chalmers from 1994 to 2003?

11. 'The First Day of Summer' is an annual April public holiday celebrated in which European country?
12.  Who is credited with saving 77 lives while working as a lifeguard at Lowell Park, Illinois, 1926-33?
13.  Which singer was known as the 'Queen of Disco'? 20 ?‘) ?
14. Who met and fell in love with Marge Bouvier in a 1974 summer camp? 7r5 D ‘7 72
15.  Which novel is told partly by its heroine Esther Summerson? ?? 7 7
16. The ‘dog days of summer’ are named after the Dog Star, but what is the real name of the star?

17. What term is often given to a period of dry hot weather that occurs in the early autumn?

18. 'Shall I compare thee to a summer's day' is the first line of which William Shakespeare sonnet?

19. The summer solstice occurs in the Southern Hemisphere during which month?

20. By which two names is the character Puck also known in A Midsummer Night's Dream?

21. 'In the Summertime' was a debut single for which British rock band?

22. Name the fictional seaside town is the Australian sitcom Home and Away?

23. Castel Gandolfo is famous for being whose summer residence?

24. Name the city which hosted the Summer Olympics in 1988?

25. What is the Italian word for Summer?

Answers in the September issue!

ALWAYS FOLLOW THE
WATER SAFETY CODE

' l .:_w_:-—ﬂ- & Whenever you are around water:
=11 i e STOP AND THINK ok forthe dengers. Always read

In an emergency:

SUMM ER IS 'CALL 999 OR 112 s
-~ HERE! FLOAT

Always follow the Water Safety Code




CAROL’S COOKERY CORNER:

BAKED STRAWBERRY CHEESECAKE

INGREDIENTS:

140g digestive biscuits, finely ground
80g butter, melted and slightly cooled
115g caster sugar

Juice of 1 lemon

3 tablespoons cornflour

3 eggs

A A L s oA
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520g cream cheese, at room temperature

400g strawberries, diced - reserve a few for decoration
2 teaspoon vanilla essence

salt

METHOD:

1. Preheat oven to 1809/170° Fan/Gas Mark 4

2. Li|C'|1e a 23cm - or similar - tin with baking paper, including the
sides.

3. Mix together the ground biscuits, melted butter, 1 tablespoon
of the sugar and a generous pinch of salt until combined.
Press down into the baking tin to form a thin, even layer.

4. Bake the biscuit base for 12-14 minutes. Allow to cool.

Reduce the oven temperature to 170°9/160° Fan/Gas Mark 3.

6. Combine strawberries, 50g sugar, 2 tablespoons lemon juice
and 2 tablespoons cornflour in a pan. Mix well, then cook
over a medium heat for 5-7 minutes, stirring frequently until
softened. Crush with a wooden spoon to a chunky texture and
continue cooking until thickened. Set aside.

7. In a large bowl, combine cream cheese, the remaining sugar
and 1 tablespoon cornflour. Beat together using an electric
mixer until smooth.

8. Add beaten eggs one at a time, then 3 teaspoons lemon juice,
vanilla essence and 1/4 teaspoon salt. Beat well and pour over
the biscuit base. Cover with the strawberry compote.

9. Bake for 45-55 minutes. Cool, then decorate with sliced straw-
berries. Keep in the fridge and serve cold.

b

FLOWERS FOR FREE!
Fancy a spot of seed swapping?

August is the perfect time to collect seeds from
the garden and there are many reasons to do so.

Firstly, it saves money — what gardener would turn down free
plants?! Saved seeds also make wonderful presents and can be
swapped with friends - a lovely way to share your favourite
flowers. It is also said that plants grown from saved seeds are
better adapted to your garden than shop-bought seeds. Plants
which set most seed are likely to be those which thrive in your
soil and microclimate, so their progeny are likely to thrive too.

Collecting seed couldn't be easier — just wait for a dry, sunny day
(stranger things have happened!) and locate flower heads with
ripe seed — generally this means the seeds fall away easily.
Collect by holding the seedhead upside down inside a paper bag.
Young children or grandchildren would love to help.

i Keep the different flower seeds separate and leave to dry
on newspaper for a day or two. Then pack into small paper
envelopes and label with the plant name and date
collected. Store in a cool dry place. Job done!

Good candidates for seed collection include Nigella (Love in the
Mist), Poppies, Honesty, Foxgloves, Sweet Rocket, ornamental
grasses and Snapdragons. If it has seeds, give it a try.

SPARE SEEDS? There will be a seed swap table at the
Hilltop Gardening Club Autumn Show on 7" September at
Eastcombe Village Hall. See you there!

The Eastcombe Gardener
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EASTCOMBE

SCREEN ON THE GREEN... *

takes a break in August.
See you in September|

The John Taylor Foundation

The John Taylor Foundation is a local
charity that issues small grants to
students moving on to Higher Education
(excluding A Levels), or those undertak-
ing apprenticeships, to assist with the
cost of books, tools or equipment.

If you are aged under 25 and live in the
Ancient Parish of Bisley (the current civil
parish of Bisley-with-Lypiatt, most of
Bussage and part of Chalford) and you
have just started, or are about to start,
university, college or employment, you
may be eligible for a small grant.

Apply in writing to
jennytaylor1944@outlook.com/Mrs J.
Taylor, St. Hilary’s Cottage, Bussage,
Stroud GL6 8BB, quoting your name,
age, home address and date of entry to
university, college, course or job, plus
the name of your course (if applicable).

The Trustees of the Foundation meet

twice a year, in March and September;
and your application must be received
before the end of February or August.
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9 : Tickets: www.ticketsource.co.uk/Bisley-Flower- -,_ZT
6~ Show or Fiona: fiona@gillfamily.org.uk. 3\";

?pen your garden with the
National Garden Scheme

The Eastcombe and Bussage Group invite new gardeners to join them
for next year's event.

s Whether your garden is big or small, if you think
it has quality, character and interest, we would
love to hear from you!

Especially if you live on the western side of The
Ridgeway, Cowswell Lane or Brownshill areas
For further details contact:

at. vetherick@bti




VILLAGE HISTORIES... Paul Beer has lived in Eastcombe and Bussage for many years
and his memories evoke the hilltop of the 1960s to the 1980s.

This month, Paul recalls THE FIELDS OF MANOR FARM...

The great fields of Manor Farm were easily accessible on the edge of Eastcombe. From there we
had unbroken views across to Minchinhampton and distant farms. On the way to Mother's parents in
Chalford Hill, she would avoid the direct road and walk us past Manor Farm on a direct path that led to

Frith Wood and then via Abnash across Chalford Hill to Randalls Green. The fields were full of hundreds of
skylarks then, a sound and sight I shall never forget. They would rise from their nests almost at our feet
and go up singing high into the sky. One particular summer, 1967, stays in my mind forever.

During the long break from school I was in the top field at Manor Farm, where,
from near the last stone barn, I saw a huge yellow combine harvester, hired to
cut the wheat. I watched the first field being cut and followed it to the second
field. The driver stopped and beckoned me over. Lad, do you want to have a
go cutting the field with me?"he said. Yes sir, thank you, 'l replied.

Once on board, he pointed out a lever with red knob. 'When I say, you pull it
up,” he told me. We set off, I pulled the lever as instructed and the front
blades lifted up while still rotating. Okay, /ad, now /et the lever down.’ 1 did,
and we were cutting. At the end of each line he gave the same instructions, & L
rounding the harvester in a loop then just saying, ‘Okay /ad.’ As we cut, foxes ~ Manor Farm fields & skylarks.
and hares ran out of the long grass in front of the great machine. The driver The path went straight across
said hares could run at over 40mph. When we stopped for lunch, he asked me  to Frith Wood and beyond.
if I'd like to cut the rest, and told me to be back at 1.30, but cautioned me,

‘Don't tell your mates.”’

I went home and told my mother, nobody else. She said the man sounded ok and I was to listen to what
he said, for safety. I had a sandwich and was back on time.

Right, 'the driver said, 'no time to waste. You know what to do, so let's go to it." Field after field we cut,
right across to Bussage, The Ram Inn below us at one point. I knew that the landlord's son, Roy Bingle,
rode a motorcycle on the Manor Farm fields (when there was no crop to damage) accessing it from behind
the pub. Every now and again when the combine was full the driver pulled over to a waiting tractor. A side
pipe swung over and the grain rattled through it, filling the trailer.

Over the next few days we cut as far as Frith Wood. The driver seemed to me almost like an uncle. When
it was time to leave, he said, "Youll never forget this, Paul."” And he was right. I never did. I never saw him
again, either. But even today, with those fields covered with houses, I can picture how it was then, and feel
so lucky to have had that experience.
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* SAVE THE DATE! WHAT'S ON AT M
EASTCOMBE & Cssc? CSSC

BISMORE LOCAL FOOD VENDOR FRIDAYS .!.ol:-ITEE 'galprssgo COOL OFF
HISTORY GROUP continue in August: IN RIVERS, CANALS OR LAKES. IT

MAY SEEM LIKE A GOOD IDEA, BUT

present « 2 August: Bjorn’s Loaded Fries | [iiidtdadutbads
A SEPTEMBER « 9 August: The Pizza Boys
SLIDESHOW « 16 August: Bjorn (menu TBC)
Saturday 14* September | |* 23 August: Thai Food by Lizzie Chalford Wednesday
2.30pm, 30 August: Zah's Bunny Chow Morning Market
Eastcombe Village Hall - Durban Curry chatt dze‘” ‘°°atL°;" L Club
Join us for stories & photos *Bar open from 5pm gl i
o Eastcombe, Bianore *Food served from 5pm Every Wednesday 8:15-9:45am
& surrounds. *Indoor & outdoor seating !‘“ HO®

NAME THAT VIEW! WHAT’S ON in AUGUST?

How well do you know our 4 August: Chalford Market, CSSC,
villages? 10am-1pm

July’s photo was taken on The Ridge, in Old iﬁ)o?nggr:;:tsgsolg%ﬂgbggzﬁmla isley

Bussage, near The Ram Inn. 17 AUGUST: DEADLINE FOR
August’s photo is once again taken in or SEPTEMBER NEWSLETTER

around the 3 villages. 24-26 August: Sausage & Cider
Can you identify its location? Festival, The Lamb Inn, Eastcombe
The answer will be revealed in the 25 August: Inter Village Quiz,
September issue. 6.30pm for 7pm, Bisley Flower

Show Marquee
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