
  

WELCOME TO THE MARCH ISSUE.  To receive a FREE digital copy of the newsletter every month, 
by email, please contact eastcombebandbnews@gmail.com.   

 

Printed copies are available at 60p each from Eastcombe Stores & Post Office, Frith Community Café &  
Chalford Parish Centre.  The newsletter is also available to customers of Head First & The Lamb Inn. 

 

Please send items for the April issue to eastcombenewsletter@btinternet.com by NOON on 17th March.   

FREE Digitally! 
 

60p- FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK 

NEW NOVEL FROM LOCAL AUTHOR 
 

Brownshill author, Sarah Edghill, has 3 new books coming 
out this year, the first of which, Memory Road, is published 
on 1st March. 
 

Memory Road  tells the story of Lily who, despite knowing 
it’s a mad idea, agrees to take her elderly mother on one 
last road trip around the UK. It is challenging because Lily’s 
mother can no longer be described as ‘just a bit forgetful’’, 
having started talking to imaginary friends and singing  

Abba songs in public.  Lily is worried and embarrassed by her mother’s 
behaviour, but, despite her recent dementia diagnosis, Moira is happy – albeit 
in a sweary sort of way – and insists the journey will help her write a  
memoir. As they trundle across the country in an ancient VW camper van, Lily 
struggles to deal with her mother’s decline, her own daughter’s criticism and 
her ex-husband’s upcoming wedding plans to a younger woman. One night, 
leaving Moira alone in the hotel, Lily meets a man in a bar.  For the first time 
in years, she feels alive. 
 

’This book is a bit of a departure for me,’ explains Sarah. ‘My previous books 
have been domestic dramas, but this is a lighter read - I’m describing it as a 
romcom with attitude! I started writing Memory Road several years ago, and 
the storyline has undergone quite a few changes since then. It touches on 
some difficult subjects but ultimately it’s an uplifting read with a lot of  
humour.  I loved writing about Moira - she’s feisty and funny and has to be 
one of my favourite characters.' 
 
 

Memory Road is published by Bloodhound Books and available through  
Amazon on geni.us/memoryroad (paperback and e-book), with signed copies 
available from Middle Hill Farm Shop and Chalford Village Shop. 

FRITH YOUTH CENTRE – WHAT'S HAPPENING? 
 

For anyone not familiar with FYC—we are the single-storey building opposite 
the skate ramps at Bussage playground. We run youth sessions 3 nights a 
week and are open for community events and private hire.  
 

Youth sessions – currently on hold: We had an incredible 3 years with 
our Youth Lead, Liam, running 3 sessions a week for different age groups 10–18 years old. Liam has moved 
on to full time work, working with young people and music—we couldn't be happier for him! Our other 
fantastic team members also moved on, so we are recruiting a brand new team of 3 professional youth  
workers. Please can you reassure any young people who attend that they have not been  
forgotten and that we are doing our best to find them a new team as quickly as possible. 
 

Is there a kind soul willing to spare us some time?  We rely on community help for: 
 Odd jobs inside the building & ongoing outdoor maintenance 
 Youth session support (when we're back up and running) 

 

We also have an urgent need to grow our Management Committee (we currently 
have just 2 members). The group meet quarterly, discussing and making decisions on sessions,  
admin and fundraising, to name just a few areas. You just need a positive attitude, a bit of spare time and 
must be a cheerleader for young people in our area. If you can help, please do get in touch. Thank you! 
 

For updates, visit Frith Youth Centre on Facebook, or frith_youth_centre on Instagram.  The website is  
undergoing a revamp, watch this space… 

Bev (Admin): frithyouthcentre@hotmail.com 

The Eastcombe to 
Bisley road will... 

 
 

BRITISH 
SUMMER 

TIME begins on 
 

31ST MARCH 
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ChalCAN NEWS 
 

Work continues apace on planting bare-rooted 
trees and hedging across the parish! Latest additions include 
hawthorns, field maples and a rowan along the Middle Hill  
allotment boundary and a hedge at Bussage School, all thanks to 
the Gloucestershire Ash Dieback Fund, the Tree Council, and vir-
tuous labour from our biodiversity group volunteers—thank you!   
 

Do you want to experience the heady rush of planting a 
tree this spring? We have more planting weekends planned—
please contact ChalCAN (info@chalcan.org.uk) if you can help. 
 

Chalford’s very own local green celebs Sue and Bob Smith were 
on Gardeners’ World on 16 February showing viewers around 
their butterfly and moth friendly garden. Watch again on BBC 
iPlayer (zoom to 35:51 if you can’t wait!) and decide if you are 
#TeamButterfly or #TeamMoth!  
 

This month, ChalCAN volunteers will be  
installing more bicycle parking at Frith 
Youth Centre and Chalford Sports and 
Social Club. If you know somewhere in our 
villages that deserves bicycle parking too, or 
you can help, email info@chalcan.org.uk.  
 

Finally, remember to recycle plastic and help save the planet: 
 

Shampoo bottles now go in your standard kerbside recycling.  
Toothpaste tubes, roll-ons, make-up packaging and face 
cream tubs: please take these to Boots in Stroud. Advantage 
Card holders can claim points (register online first).  
Coffee pods: use Podback.org for free bags – please don’t 
take them to local recycling points.  

www.chalcan.org.uk | info@chalcan.org.uk | Follow us on  
Facebook and Instagram 

BISLEY-WITH-LYPIATT PARISH COUNCIL NEWS: MARCH 2024 
https://bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk/ 
 
 

We are saying goodbye: It is with great regret that we have to say goodbye to Councillor Jenny Exley, 
who is moving to Sussex. Jen has been a very active member of the council over many years, bringing her 
wealth of expertise in Landscape Architecture to the benefit of the council, especially in formulating the 
Council’s response to planning applications and tree preservation. I’m sure you will join all the council  
members in wishing Jen and husband Roy ‘all the best’ for their new life in Sussex. 
 

However, this creates an opportunity: with Jen’s departure we are now looking for a replacement councillor 
to complete the Eastcombe Ward compliment. If you are interested in joining the PC, please contact the 
Clerk (admin@bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk ) or the Chairman (contact details on the website). 
 

The Recreation Field Playground: We have now received a grant from SDC which will allow us to  
purchase the play equipment for the younger children’s play space. We hope to start work on creating the 
space in the spring, when hopefully the weather will improve, and the current football season ends. 
 

Dr Crouch’s Road Signs: The sign at the end of Dr Crouch’s Road (the junction with Vatch Lane) has now 
been replaced by SDC. The PC has ordered a new EASTCOMBE sign to replace the one that was stolen some 
time ago.  
 

Looking at a photo taken before the theft, there was also a GIVE WAY sign at this junction for traffic out-
bound from the village. Should this sign also be replaced, or has it not been missed? If you have any 
thoughts on this matter, please contact either the Clerk (admin@bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk ) or the Chairman 
(contact details on the website).  
 

Next Meeting: The next meeting will be held at Bisley Village Hall on Wednesday March 6th at 7.30pm. 
All are welcome to attend. 

EASTCOMBE VILLAGE GROUP BURNS NIGHT CELEBRATION 
 

What a wonderful evening we all had at The Lamb Inn on Friday 26th 
January, celebrating the life of Robbie Burns. People wore a variety of  

tartan garments - and wigs!  
 

The haggis was ceremonially ‘piped in’, addressed … and then eaten. A 
delicious meal, great company, a raffle and, to finish the evening, a  

Scottish sing-along thanks to the fiddle playing of Stephen and Rosemary. 
An arm swinging rendition of Auld Lang Syne was the perfect end. 

 

Thank you to Colin Clifton who organised the event and to Sarah and her 
team for a fantastic meal. 

BISLEY-with-LYPIATT  
TWINNING ASSOCIATION 

 

The association’s annual general  
meeting will be held in Bisley WI Hall on 

Tuesday 19th March at 7.30pm.   
 

New members always welcome!  
 

More information available from Muriel 
or Bob Brooks on 01452 770346. 

 

A message from residents of our twinned 
village, Plessala, in France, where there 

is a matching Millennium Wheel: 
 

Hello everybody on the other side of the 
Channel.  We wish the best for all of you 

and your families. 
 

Christine & Benoît  
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EASTCOMBE PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 

From January 27 to February 
4, children took part in  
National Story Telling Week.  
One of the children’s  
favourites was The Colour 
Monster by Anna Llenas. 
This fantastic picture book 
explores feelings and  
emotions in a lovely way and  
supports Children's Mental 
Health Week 2024 to encourage our children 
to recognise and talk about their feelings and 
emotions.  
 

Call 01452 770227, visit 
www.eastcombe.gloucs.sch.uk/ 
or email admin@eastcombe.gloucs.sch.uk  

BUSSAGE PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 

Young Voices: At the end of January almost 50 of our fabulous children  
attended a spectacular concert at Resort World in Birmingham, as part of the 
Young Voices concert series. They sang amongst 5,472 children alongside  
professional musicians, performers and dance squad Urban Strides. It was a 
phenomenal day and the children represented our school brilliantly. We were so 
proud of them, as were friends and family in the audience. 
 

Children’s Mental Health Week: The national theme this year was 'Your 
Voice Matters'. We ran a variety of events during the week specifically chosen 
to inspire children, get the feel-good hormones going, support a culture of 
being able to speak up and build resilience in tricky emotional times, including 
a Samba workshop for all years, lifting spirits musically.  All classes had a  
Forest School session, giving the children a chance to take in the awe and 
wonder of nature, get outdoors, get active and enjoy working as a team, and 
a workshop about how their voice matters by a team from Young Minds  
Matter. The classes also participated in yoga sessions, designed to promote 
calm and emotional wellbeing, as well as doing peer massage, positive touch 
and mindfulness sessions.  

 

Hall Lettings: Did you know that our school hall is available for hire? It’s a great 
place to use for clubs, choirs, meetings and even children’s parties. There are  
opportunities for its use on evenings and weekends. Please contact the school  
office for more information about cost and availability.  
 

Visit us! If you are new to the area or have a child who will be starting school 
soon, we would love to show you around our school.  Please contact us for more 
details on 01453 883 205. 

 KEEP IT LOCAL! 

 

Would you like 
a free mention 

for your  
business one 

month?  
 
 

Please 
get in touch 

with the 
newsletter!  
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HILLTOP GARDENING CLUB HAPPENINGS 
 

On a bleak February afternoon, following our Annual General  
Meeting, Hilltop Gardening Club members were treated to a heady, 
multi-sensory, handling session that brightened the day. Gail Plant 
arrived from Much Marcle, laden with freshly-cut foliage, blossoms, 
posies, herbs and early flowering bulbs which filled the scout-hut with 
‘Winter Scent’, the title of her talk. Instead of a power-point, we  
experienced close-up looking, touching and sniffing as plants were 
passed around. Encouraged to interact, there was much chatter as 
scents and textures unlocked memories and emotions and the tiny, 
exquisite winter flowers heralded the coming of spring.  
 

Handling Christmas box, heather, daphne, snowdrop, mahonia,  
primrose, violet, myrtle, winter sweet, witch-hazel, winter honeysuck-
le, camomile and others, the multi-disciplinary talk moved from  
pungent rosemary’s beneficial effect on memory, to practical advice 
on planting, pruning and purchasing for winter scents, as well as an 
academic introduction to the science of smell, the complexity of bota-
ny and pollination and botanical history. The abilities to detect fra-
grance levels were, we learned, deeply personal, often dependent on 
temperature, light-levels, recent pollination and even on gender. The 
focus on winter plants involved understanding plant adaptions, resili-
ence and flower structure needed to survive winter weather. Adept at 
weaving together an accessible narrative of practical gardening 
knowledge and academic interest, Gail shared an expert’s familiarity 
with training plants for specific sites, striking cuttings and caring for 
trickier plants, as well as details of rare cultivars beyond the familiar 
to extend our seasonal gardens. The restorative properties of winter 
gardening was clear, making for a memorable afternoon.  
 

Next meeting: Tuesday March 5th, 7:15pm, Eastcombe Village 
Hall.  Kevin Ward, Development Manager at Stroud’s Museum in the 
Park, will talk about ‘Unlocking the Secret Garden at the Museum in 
the Park.' Non-members welcome, £3.    

Pam Meecham 

VILLAGE MATTERS…  
A chance to flag up something about our villages.  
 

This month, some facts about wood smoke... 
 

If you regularly smell wood burning fumes in your garden - or you 
own a burner, read on.  Wood burning can impact hugely on health.  
 

Wood smoke might smell pleasant, a country odour perhaps. Howev-
er it contains fine particles and hazardous air pollutants such as car-
bon monoxide, volatile organic compounds, nitrogen oxide, benzene 
and formaldehyde, as well as substances known to cause cancer. 
Even the newest burners emit a staggering 750 times more particles 
than a modern HGV truck and 450 times more emissions than gas 
central heating.  Government information states: ‘Burning at home, 
particularly with traditional house coal or wet wood, is a major source 
of the pollutant PM2.5, identified by the World Health Organisation as 
the most serious air pollutant for human health.’  In Australia, wood 
burners are set to be banned due to the costs to health providers. 
 

In an area with prevailing south westerly winds, smoke often blows 
east, so your burner could be affecting your easterly neighbours.  
Symptoms of breathing in fumes include loss of appetite, bronchitis, 
runny nose, coughing, shortness of breath, chest tightness, asthma 
and loss of memory.  It can even lead to premature death. They are 
particularly dangerous to older people or young children. 
 

If you are concerned about wood burning fumes in your area: 
complain to your council, who will ask you to keep a diary for 2 weeks 
to gather evidence (although, last year, there were over 10000 com-
plaints in England, but only 3 fines issued). You can also purchase a 
mask that keeps out fine particles, and/or talk to neighbours to see if 
they will change their burner or fuel (smokeless fuel releases fewer 
pollutants, is cheaper and lasts longer - and can be purchased in 
Stroud) or adapt their chimney to avoid smoke blowing your way.  
 

Is there something you’d like to say about our villages? 
Please contact the newsletter 
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Eastcombe Baptist Church 
 

A service is held on Sunday mornings, 10:30am 
at the church in Dr Crouch’s Road, Eastcombe. 

St Michael’s & All Angels, Bussage 
 

Visitors are always welcome. Our services this month are: 
 

 Mar 10: Holy Communion at 9.30am 
 Mar 17: Morning Prayer at 9.30am 
 Mar 17: Hilltop Cafe Church, 2.30pm (see poster) 
 Mar 24: Palm Sunday, Liturgy of the Palms, 9.30am 
 Mar 29: Good Friday Stations of the Cross, 12 noon 
 Mar 31: Easter Sunday Holy Communion, 9.30am 
 

On other Sundays there are services in different parts 
of the Benefice. Visit www.bisleybenefice.org.uk for details, 
or join our mailing list: pewslipsbisley@hotmail.com.   
For weddings, funerals & baptisms, contact Revd. Sue  
Murray: vicar@bisleybenefice.org.uk 
 

NOTICE: REVISION OF CHURCH ELECTORAL ROLL 
 

Notice is hereby given that the Church Electoral Roll will be 
revised by the Parochial Church Council beginning Monday 
the 4th day of March 2024 and ending on Monday the 18th 
day of March 2024.   
 

After such Revision, a copy of the Roll will forthwith be  
exhibited for not less than 14 days on, or near to, the  
principal door of the Parish Church for inspection. 

DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S NOTES 
 

The proposed District Council budget for 
2024/25, to be confirmed at the full council 
meeting on February 22nd, will increase the Dis-
trict Council’s share of council tax by 2.99%, an 
increase of 13p per week for the average Band 
D household. SDC’s services make up approxi-
mately 11% of the Council Tax bill, the rest be-
ing for the County Council, the Police and Crime 
Commissioner, and Parish and Town Councils.   
 

Social and affordable rents will be increased 
by 7.7% in line with national rent guidance.   
 

The Council Tax Support Scheme will be 
extended for another year, providing up to 
100% help to 2,900 households in Stroud dis-
trict on low incomes. Government has commit-
ted that all eligible residents over the state pen-
sion age will continue to be entitled to up to 
100% support with their council tax bill (approx. 
2,600 households), regardless of local policy. 
 

A new Council Tax Premium on 2nd homes 
will apply from April 1, 2025, with the Premium 
for empty homes amended to 100% for prop-
erties empty 1-5 years (currently 2-5 years). 
 

The qualifying age for the Council Tax  
Discount for Care Leavers will extend from 
21 to 24 and include care leavers from outside 
Gloucestershire. 
 

Car Park Charges: In response to calls from 
local businesses and Stroud Town Council, it is 
proposed to freeze 85% of car parking charges 
in Stroud for the 2nd year running, and to  
extend the current “Free after 3pm” to “Free 
after 2pm” at the London Road and Brunel Mall 
multi-storey car parks in Stroud. A digital sign to 
show available spaces will be installed, along 
with secure cycle storage and bike parking. 
 

Stroud railway station: £200,000 is ear-
marked to acquire land which will provide pe-
destrian and cycle access from the multi-storey 
car park into the station, and to buy the historic 
Brunel-designed Goods Shed to secure the  
future of Stroud Valleys Artspace on this site. 
 

2 new planning officer posts are to be  
created: a Biodiversity Net Gain officer – to 
work with ecological specialists and the Strate-
gic Lead for Nature Recovery and Biodiversity; 
and another Planning Enforcement officer 
to meet demand and reduce the backlog.   
 

The council continues to pay the Living Wage 
Foundation wage to staff on the lowest pay 
grade (£12 per hour). Excluding the apprentice 
grade, the pay ratio between the highest and 
lowest employees of the council is 1:6.  
 

Local Plan Review: The planning inspectors 
have agreed to SDC’s request for a pause in the 
public examination until December, to resolve 
issues around Junctions 12 and 14 on the M5. 
 

As always, please contact me about any  
council-related matters:  

Martin Brown: cllr.martin.brown@stroud.gov.uk, 
01452 770878 

FRITHWOOD SURGERY  
 

Have your say on Frithwood Surgery: the 
things you like and anything you think 
could be improved, by filling in the new 
Frithwood Patients Participation 
Group survey. Pick up a paper copy at 
the surgery, scan the QR code or visit:  

https://bit.ly/PPGSURVEY2024 
 

Fundraising: Join Frithwood’s 100 Club, which helps to 
raise money for new pieces of equipment to benefit all 
patients at the surgery. Fill out a form at the surgery or 
visit the club’s website: https://sites.google.com/view/
frithwood100club/home 
 

The PPG Health Walks recommence on April 
3rd and every alternate Wednesday thereafter. They 
start from Frithwood Surgery at 10am and cover a flat 1.5 
mile circuit. If you are in need of exercise and company, 
PPG chair Dr Tim Crouch would be delighted to see you. 
Registration forms are available from Frithwood reception 
or sign up on the day. After-walk refreshments available.  
 

Keep in touch: Read about the latest initiatives from 
Frithwood Surgery’s PPG in our newsletters, printed  
copies of which are usually available from the surgery. It 
can also be accessed through our Facebook pages:  
 

https://www.facebook.com/FrithwoodPPG/ 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/frithwoodppg/ 
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PASSING RESPONSIBILITIES… 
 

Do you know the latest Highway Code rules on 
overtaking?  Read on… 
 

In 2022, the revised Highway Code 
introduced Rule H1: The  
Hierarchy of Responsibility.’  
 

Road users who are most at risk 
(cyclists, pedestrians, horse riders,  
motorcyclists, children, and older 
or disabled people) lie at one  
extreme of the hierarchy, while 
vehicles, which can cause the 
greatest harm, bear the greatest responsibility to minimise the 
dangers they pose to others.  
 

Rule 163 of the Highway Code states that drivers should give  
pedestrians, cyclists and horse riders time and space.   
 

On approach, slow down to allow time to react safely. 
 

 When passing CYCLISTS: Leave 5 feet (1.5 metre)       
between car and bike, ‘giving at least as much room as you 
would a car when overtaking’.   

 

 When passing PEDESTRIANS, allow at least 2 metres of 
space and keep to a low speed. 

 

 When passing HORSES, pass horses at under 10mph and 
allow at least 2 metres of space.’   

 

Give more space at higher speeds, in bad weather 
(including high winds) and at night.   

 

Remember that cyclists and  
other road users don’t always 
ride in a perfectly straight line, 
especially if they need to swerve 
potholes.  Giving enough space 
means that you both have room 
to take evasive action if needed, 
even when you’re right  
alongside.   
 

THINK BIKE: Actively look out for cyclists, motorcyclists, as 
well as pedestrians and horse riders, – the more you expect to 
see them, the more likely it is that you will.  
 

Use indicators to signal your intentions—it’s the overtaker’s 
responsibility to ensure other road users know their intentions.   
 

WAIT, WAIT, WAIT: If you can’t pass a cyclist, horse rider 
or pedestrian with enough space, perhaps because of oncoming 
traffic, don’t pass them. It’s that simple!  
 

Slow down and remain behind until you can pass safely. You’ll 
only be around 32 seconds later arriving at your destination – 
without killing anyone.  Many motorists work around for 
this by simply passing unsafely. Please be patient. 
 
 

THANK YOU FOR DRIVING SAFELY! 

It may be March, but it’s not too 
early to think about a spot of... 
 

GARDEN GLAMOUR! 
 

Dahlias are the ideal plants to add a bit 
of late season glamour 
to your garden.  No 
longer are they a crop 
reminiscent of your 
grandparent’s veg 
patch, modern cultivars 
come in a range of 
sumptuous colours and 
forms to suit mixed borders, containers 
and cut flower gardens too.  
 

Native to Mexico, Dahlias were first 
brought to Europe in the late 1700s. 
They are named after Anders Dahl, the 
Swedish botanist – which would suggest 
an alternative pronunciation the one we 
commonly use! All parts of the dahlia 
are edible and they were grown by the 
Aztecs for their sweet, starchy tubers.   
 

Dahlias are easy to grow, tubers can be 
planted into large pots now to get them 
going under cover. Once they’re  
growing on well, put them outside in the 
day to harden them off. After the risk of 
frost has passed they can be planted 
out in the garden in a sunny spot with 
moisture retentive soil enriched with 
compost and some slow-release  
fertiliser. Alternatively, you can plant 
direct into the ground in late spring.  
 

Pinch out the tips of the main shoots 
(once there are 3 pairs of leaves) and 
protect from slugs and snails.  
 

Dahlias are thirsty plants, so keep them 
well watered and support larger  
varieties with canes or wire plant  
supports as they grow.   
 

Yes, they do need a bit of looking after - 
but dahlias’ glorious flowers are well 
worth the effort!  
 

The Eastcombe Gardener 

STOP PRESS! 
 

Eastcombe Screen on the Green 
 

COMMUNITY RAFFLE, IN AID OF THE DOOR 
 

Thank you to everyone who took part in the recent Community 
Raffle, supporting the great work done locally by The Door 
youth charity.   
 

The lucky winner of a £50 vouchers for Eastcombe Stores is 
Emma Ellis, of Eastcombe. Well done.  Over £100 was raised.  
 

Special thanks to Mike Dorey at Eastcombe Stores for donating 
the prize to spend in our well-stocked local shop. 
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CAROL’S COOKERY CORNER:  
 

YORKSHIRE PARKIN 
 

This is a delicious traditional cake, easy to make and the 
subject of much debate between my Yorkshire Aunts as to 
who made the best parkin. It improves with age, as did 
they - bless them.  
 

You will need a 30cm x 21cm baking tin, or similar.  
 

INGREDIENTS: 
 

 225g butter 
 5 tablespoons golden syrup 
 3 tablespoons black treacle 
 2 eggs 
 125ml milk 
 225g plain flour 
 225g medium oatmeal 
 1 teaspoon bicarbonate of soda 
 1 teaspoon ground ginger 
 225g dark muscovado sugar 

 

METHOD: 
 

1. Heat the oven to 170/Gas 3.  
2. Grease the baking tin with butter or oil. 
3. Put the butter, golden syrup and treacle into a pan and 

heat gently until melted.  
4. Beat the eggs with the milk in a jug.  
5. Put the flour, bicarbonate of soda and ginger into a 

large bowl. Add the sugar and oatmeal and mix well.  
6. Stir in the melted butter and syrup mixture, followed by 

the eggs and milk.  
7. Pour the mixture into the prepared tin and cook for 45-

50 minutes, until risen and springs back when pressed 
lightly. Don’t worry if it sinks a bit in the centre.  

8. Leave to cool, then cut into squares. Store wrapped in 
baking parchment in an airtight tin. Improves with age! 

 
 
 
 
 

 

EASTCOMBE  
SCREEN ON THE GREEN  

presents 

A HAUNTING IN VENICE 

 

Director: Kenneth Branagh 
Starring: Kyle Allen, Kenneth 
Branagh, Camille Cottin 

 

An unsettling supernatural thrill-
er based on the novel Hallow-
e’en Party by Agatha Christie.  

Oscar winner Kenneth Branagh 
plays detective Hercule Poirot. 

 

Venue: Eastcombe Village Hall 
Date: Saturday 23rd March 

Time: Doors open 7pm,  
             Film starts 7.30pm 

Admission: £4 per person 

Ice Creams £2 each 
 

ALL WELCOME! 

TREASURER/FINANCE TRUSTEE NEEDED 
 

Stroud and Cotswold Districts Citizens Advice is looking for someone with appropriate 
financial expertise to join the Board and the Finance Sub Committee with a view to 
taking on the role of Treasurer.  
 

They ideally will have an appropriate accountancy qualification and relevant financial management skills and 
experience (not necessarily from within the Not for Profit sector) to work alongside our CEO to oversee the 
financial aspects of the Charity. 
 

Previous Board experience is not required as induction, training and support will be provided.  The total time 
commitment for a Finance Trustee is approximately one day per month, attending regular Finance  
Committee meetings and attending the bi-monthly Trustee Board meetings. These typically last a couple of 
hours and may be online or in person, in either Cirencester or Stroud. 
 

For more information or to request an Information Pack and Application Form email info@ca-scd.org.uk  
 

CLOSING DATE: 29 MARCH 2024 

Open to all. £15 annually or £3 per lecture. Students 
free. Lectures start 7.30pm on the 2nd Wednesday of 
the month in the Sir Emrys Jones Lecture Theatre at 
the Royal Agricultural University, Cirencester. Tea,  

coffee & biscuits served at 7pm.  Free parking.  
 

Visit www.cirenscience.org.uk  

COMMUNITY LAND TRUST 
 

AFFORDABLE, SUSTAINABLE HOUSING 
FOR LOCAL NEED 

 

Join a discussion about a community-
led housing project in Bisley-with-

Lypiatt Parish 
 

Eastcombe Village Hall 
 

Thursday March 28th 5.15pm 
 

ALL WELCOME 

CHALFORD  
SUNDAY 
MARKET 

 

Sunday 3rd March: 10am-1pm 
 

Chalford Sports & Social Club 
 
 

Food, drink, crafts and gifts - just in 
time for Mothers Day!   

Stock up with olive oil, preserves and 
curry jars! 
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NAME THAT VIEW!   

 
 

February’s photo showed a corner 
of Cowswell Lane, in Old Bussage. 

 

March’s photo is once again  
taken in or around the 3 villages. 

 

Can you identify its  
location? 

 

The answer will be revealed in the 
April issue. 

WHAT’S ON in MARCH? 
 

2 March: ESA Quiz Night, Eastcombe 
Village Hall, 7.30pm 
3 March: Chalford Sunday Market, 
10am-1pm, CSSC 
5 March: Pub Quiz Night, The Lamb 
Inn, Eastcombe, 7pm/Hilltop Gardening 
Club, 7.15pm, Eastcombe Village Hall 
6 March: B-w-L Parish Council meeting, 
Bisley Village Hall, 7.30pm 
9 March: Artisan Spring Market, WI  
Village Hall, Bisley, 1.30-4.30pm 
13 March: Cirencester Science &  
Technology Society Talk, 7.30pm, RAU 
17 March: Hilltop Café Church,  
Eastcombe Village Hall, 2.30pm 

17th MARCH: DEADLINE FOR  
APRIL NEWSLETTER 

19 March: B-w-L Twinning Association  
AGM, Bisley WI Hall, 7.30pm/Pub Quiz 
Night at The Lamb Inn, Eastcombe, 7pm 
23 March: Eastcombe Screen on the 
Green, Eastcombe Village Hall, 7.30pm 
28 March: Community Housing  
Meeting, Eastcombe Village Hall, 5.15pm 
30 March: Easter Egg Hunt at The 
Lamb Inn, 2-4pm 

VILLAGE HISTORIES…  Bomber Down at Brownshill... 
 

On the morning of 14th March 1946, Lancaster KB705 took off from RAF Aston Down on a 
training flight, piloted by Squadron Leader Reginald Heber Thomas, an experienced airman 
with over 4,500 hours of flying time, and his engineer, Flight Sergeant Ronald Lester Gray.  
 

Prior to his RAF call up, Reginald "Reg" Heber Thomas AFC, born in January 1907, had been a 
Welsh middle-distance runner, competing at several Olympic Games, as well as the 1930 British 
Empire Games, where he won the gold medal in the mile and the silver medal in the 880 yards 
race. On 8th June 1944, Thomas, now a flight lieutenant in the RAF Volunteer Reserve, was 
awarded the Air Force Cross (AFC) and by 1946 he had risen to the rank of squadron leader. 
 

What appeared a routine take off on that March morning in 1946 saw the plane airborne at 
11.12am, but it was soon clear that there were problems. An RAF Sergeant, watching, noted that 

it was ‘flying at about 200ft, in an unusual manner with the tail down … all was not well’. The Lancaster  
began to turn, still losing height.  
 

As it crossed Abnash ‘it was flying very low and the propellers turning as though there was no power behind 
them’. By Frithwood it was ‘making a chugging noise … an awful row.’  The aircraft struck a tree, ‘a terrific 
crash, followed by a thud’’ and the port side tail plane was torn off.  Near to Brownshill, the Lancaster hit an 
electricity pylon, shearing the cables and starting an engine fire on the starboard wing, before crashing in the 
grounds of Templewood House, engulfing it in flames. It was 11.16am, just 4 minutes after take-off.  
 

Templewood House, built in 1891 and originally called Tanglewood House, had been bought by Miss Kessler 
and Miss Hudson, both First Aid Nursing Auxiliaries, after the First World War. Renamed ‘The Templewood 
Home of Rest’, the house was devoted to healing women suffering with mental illness.  The two  
occupants of the house managed to escape, but, tragically, both crewmen were killed in the crash. 
Squadron Leader Thomas was subsequently buried at Haycombe Cemetery in Bath, while the body of 
his flight engineer, Ronald Lester Gray, was returned to his home town of Portsmouth. 
 

In the subsequent RAF crash investigation, the somewhat blunt conclusion was that ‘The cause of 
this accident was solely due to bad airmanship; the cockpit drill not carried out 
efficiently’. It appears that 4 switches had been left in the wrong position,  
simple human error, effectively resulting in the fuel supply to all 4 engines being cut off.   
 

Templewood house was never re-built and today is marked only by the iron entrance 
gate, the name Templewood carved into the adjoining stonework.  It is adjacent to St 
Mary of the Angels church, Brownshill, which was built by Miss Kessler and Miss Hudson. 
 

With thanks to Peter Drover 

How well do you 
know our villages? 


