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Easicombe, Bussage & Brownshill Newsletter

WELCOME TO THE FEBRUARY ISSUE. To receive a FREE digital cop_¥ of the newsletter every
month, please contact eastcombebandbnews@gmail.com.

Printed copies are available 60p each from Eastcombe Stores & Post Office, Frith Community Café &
Chalford Parish Centre. The newsletter is also available to customers of Head First & The Lamb Inn.

Please send items for the March issue to eastcombenewsletter@btinternet.com by 17th February.

A NEW WAY TO REPORT NEWSLETTER ‘

HIGHWAYS ISSUES DEADLINE...

S Did you know that Fix My Street has A reminder that the
Report it. Sort it. replaced the ‘Report It’ function on newsletter deadline is
— the Gloucestershire County Council now 17th of each month.
website? It's one of the key innovations of the Highways
Transformation Programme to improve customer experience and
boost efficiency, the user friendly app making it easier to report LAMB INN
highways issues and stay up to date with repairs.

A wide range of issues can be reported, from potholes and blocked COFFEE SHOP OPEN
drains to faulty street lights, damaged pavements and fly tipping. 10AM TO 2PM

Just enter a Gloucestershire postcode, street name or area,
and Gloucestershire County Council will investigate. TUES - SAT

The benefits of Fix My Street include:

e a map to see issues already reported and/or add a new report.
« An option to sign up to receive updates about work being done.
 Increased efficiency and a reduction in duplicated reports.

To report from your phone, download the Fix My Street app:

e Mac (https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/fixmystreet/id297456545)
o Android (https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?
id=org.mysociety.FixMyStreet).

Development of the app is ongoing and new features will be added.
For more information, watch the recorded briefing on YouTube.
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact
Charlotte.Green@gloucestershire.gov.uk INFO@THELAMBINNEASTCOMBE.CO.UK
or visit https:/ /fixmystreet.gloucestershire.gov.uk/
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EASTCOMBE, BUSSAGE & BROWNSHILL . & SPRING IS

- N|GOS O:EdN CS'iAhRDE.NS 202.4 . . JUST AROUND
e National Open Garden Scheme is once again coming to

our beautiful hilltop villages. Local gardeners are waking THE CORNER!

A\’ from their winter hibernation and their thoughts turning to

the early May Bank Holiday weekend (5th/6th May).

This year, there will be 12 gardens to visit, including 2 returning gardens
which haven’t opened recently. As always, our splendid refreshments team
will be serving teas, coffees and cakes at Eastcombe Village Hall, all in aid of
national and local charities. This year, we will be supporting Stroud District
Food Bank, and Allsorts, a charity that helps children with additional needs.

We need volunteers to help run this year’s event: if you can help, please
contact Glen: 07879 398839 or email nat.beswetherick@btinternet.com.

We are always on the lookout for new and exciting gardens; if you would
like to open your garden in 2025, we’d love to hear from you.

Many thanks for your continued support.

Glen Beswitherick




BISLEY-WITH-LYPIATT PARISH COUNCIL NEWS: FEBRUARY 2024
https://bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk/

The Precept: At its January meeting, the Parish Council agreed the budget for the 2024-25 financial year,
which commences in April. This year, the Council has undertaken to support several important community
projects across the Parish, as well as continuing to support ongoing initiatives and events. Our inspiring envi-
ronment brings with it the considerable responsibility of managing our many trees, verges, green spaces and
playing fields and keeping them safe. The parish precept, together with the much larger District and County
Councils' levies, provides the majority of the Parish budget to cover all these costs and makes up the Council
Tax bill that residents pay. Any increase to the precept is reflected in the Council Tax bill paid. The pre-
cept has not increased for the last 2 years but this year it will go up by 8% - less than inflation over this pe-
riod - to help ensure the Parish Council continues to meet its obligations to the community.

Trees on the Recreation Ground: We have had to undertake extensive work to a couple of trees on the
Recreation Ground. All the trees that the Parish Council are responsible for are regularly inspected to ensure
that they are disease free and safe. The 2 trees in question both had major dead wood within their crowns
and were considered in a dangerous condition, especially with the high winds we are experiencing. The rec-
ommendation was to remove all the dead wood and reduce the height to 3m. This involved the hire of a hy-
draulic working platform to comply with Health and Safety Regulations. As you can appreciate, work of this
nature is expensive and this underlines the need to ensure the Parish Council finances adequately cover this
and other major work for which we are responsible.

Local Nature Action Plan: Volunteers needed: The Parish Council intends to create a Local Nature Ac-
tion Plan (LNAP) to help nature’s recovery and meet our obligation under the Environment Act (2021) to pro-
tect and improve biodiversity in our area. LNAPs will form part of the wider District and County nature recov-
ery plans. Bisley’s LNAP will be our plan to declare what we will do to help nature’s recovery. If you would
like to join a small group of Parish Councillors and other residents to work on this, please contact the Clerk:
admin@bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk

Next Meeting: Wednesday February 7th, 7.30pm at Bisley Village Hall. All are welcome to attend.

ChalCAN NEWS CAN

Biodiversity: It's a busy time for bare-rooted tree and hedge planting! We have new

trees going in to fill gaps alongside the Middle Hill allotments, thanks to funding from the Gloucestershire Ash
Dieback Fund. Then there’s hedges to plant along the bottom of Bussage School field, replacement trees for
Dorrington Court and we will be coppicing the huge hazel in Brownshill churchyard.

We can never have too many volunteers - please contact ChalCAN (info@chalcan.org.uk) if you can help!

New bike racks will soon be installed at Frith Youth Centre and Chalford Sports and Social Club, which,
along with the new racks at Bussage Primary School, Eastcombe Scout Hut and France Lynch Church Rooms,
completes the project!

We hope to launch a new local 5km bike route in the spring, following trials last summer and autumn. It
will be open to everyone, whether you're a seasoned cyclist who wants to see our lovely villages or a family
after a flattish route! Watch this space — signs will be going up in the next few months.

RECYCLING: There are a few changes to local plastic recycling options this year.

o Toothpaste tubes, roll-ons, make-up packaging and face cream tubs: please take these to Boots
in Stroud. Advantage Card holders can claim points on their recycling (register online first)!

o Shampoo bottles can now go in with your standard kerbside recycling.

o Coffee pods: use Podback.org for free bags to return — PLEASE DON'T take them to Chalford Hill
School. You can organise this from home or via Collect+ stores.

www.chalcan.org.uk | info@chalcan.org.uk | Follow us on Facebook and Instagram

EASTCOMBE FOOTPATH GROUP NEEDS YoU! Can You

Intrepid walkers venturing up or down the path known as the Death Slide Help?
between Bismore and Wells Road, Eastcombe, will have noticed that it's

not such a slide anymore, with the steps being renewed and several more £
put in. We have also put down nearly 2 tons of aggregate and have added hand rails, ¥
with more work planned for 2024.

All this work has been done by a small group of volunteers, who usually meet
on a Wednesday or Friday to keep our footpaths clear and easy to use. This

year we also want to survey the paths in the Eastcombe area, to check they

are signed and passable.

| % If you enjoy walking and could spare a few hours to help
&5 L occasionally, please text Sue: 07821 806724.
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CHALFORD PARISH COUNCIL NEWS: FEBRUARY 2024

Chalford
Chalford Parish Centre, 50 Geralds Way, Chalford, Stroud, GI6 8FJ; Mﬂ'
01453 887204; info@chalford-glos.gov.uk ~ www.chalford-glos.gov.uk. Facebook.

A reminder of what we have at the Parish Centre: a very popular book swap, teracycle, bus time tables
and many useful leaflets. We also have the mini food bank in the foyer in addition to the Freezer of
Love which is stocked with meals prepared by the Long Table. Please come in and help yourself.

We also have copies of the ‘Hilltop & Valley’, featuring stories from Chalford Parish and Eastcombe. It is
written by Chalford Local History Group and on sale at £10 per copy.

Eleven Short Walks around Chalford Parish: a lovely way to explore the parish, with walks ranging from
3% mile to 3 miles in length, from easy to more demanding in difficulty. Books are priced at £2 each.

Stroud is (nearly) top for footpaths! In the whole of England and Wales, Stroud is 2nd only to Rossen-
dale in Lancashire for access to footpaths. So says a report on research carried out for The Ramblers by the
New Economics Foundation, a non-political think-tank. The rating was based on the length of public rights of
way within a 10-minute walk (800 metres) of a postcode area. The finding is yet another demonstration of
how lucky we are with our footpaths in Chalford and the surrounding area. Other findings in the report in-
clude that the most affluent communities typically have 80 % more local paths than the least affluent, and
that heart attack prevalence is greatest in those areas with the fewest public footpaths. (To find out more
about the report’s findings, go to bit.ly/WhoHasRightOfWay).

Please contact us using the details above if you have any questions, concerns or suggestions.

BUSSAGE PRIMARY SCHOOL: FEBRUARY 2024 BISLEY-with-LYPIATT

30 children attended a Christingle service at the Cathedral on 15th TWINNING 2
January, part of 500 children from C of E schools in Gloucestershire. e
The service was led by Bishop Rachel and was a real spectacle, with ASSOCIATION —_—
500 lit candles adorning the vestry! Years 5 & 6 also attended their Join us from 2.30pm on ~—
own Christingle service at St. Michael’s & All Angels, led by Rev Sue. Saturday 10 February at h
They enjoyed making a Christingle and lighting it in the service. Eastcombe Village Hall for a lavish
Spring Themes: Years 1 & 2 will learn about ‘The Great Fire of afternoon tea and a talk by local
London’. The children enjoyed a workshop about how the fire auctioneer Lindsey Braune.

Started, how it Stopped and how London was rebuilt. Years 3 & 4's Lindsey's talks are always interesting
theme is ‘Out of this world!" and they will have the Explorer Dome in | [ . 35 part-owner of the Cotswold Auc-
school to learn about Space. Years 5 & 6 are exploring the theme tion Company she has many years of
‘Blood, Bones & Body Bits’, learning about the human body including experience in the trade, and has
the skeleton, muscles, digestive and circulatory systems and they even appeared on 'Fio It

will also be using the Explorer Dome. For more information on our PP gt

themes, visit our class blogs at www.bussageprimaryschool.co.uk. At this event she cannot undertake
ChalCAN are planning some hedge planting at school this term as | | Valuations of large items, but, in the
part of green agenda. We look forward to welcoming the team. limited time available, is willing to

look at people's portable collectables

Did you know that our school hall is available for hire? A great if they wish, and advise on value.

place for clubs, choirs, meetings or even parties, including on

evenings and weekends. Please contact the school office for more £10 per head, free for under 16s.
information on costs and availability. For more information please ring
Visit us! If you are new to the area or have a child starting school, Muriel Brooks of the Twinning
we would love to show you around. Please contact 01453 883205. Association on 01452 770346.

EASTCOMBE PRIMARY SCHOOL

Wrap around care is here! We are delighted to launch our new ‘Out of Hours Club’.
This wrap around care provision has been something we have wanted to deliver for
such a long time. It is much needed for some of our existing families and will be an
attractive offer for prospective families. We are open both before and after school, 5
days a week. Please see our website for further details, or, if you have any questions,
please ring the school office on 01452 770227.

Very proud! Ofsted say: Eastcombe Primary School has a ‘family feel’, is overall ‘good’, and is outstanding
for ‘personal development'.

A wonderful evening of festive cheer was had by all on 1st December 2023! It was lovely
to see the school family and village community coming together to start December with song
and celebrations. The picture depicts our beautiful newly restored stained glass windows.

We wish everyone a healthy and peaceful New Year and thank our school family and local
community for their continued support.

Visit www.eastcombe.gloucs.sch.uk/, call 01452 770227, or email admin@eastcombe.gloucs.sch.uk
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Eastcombe Baptist Church

A service is held every Sunday morning, at 10:30am at
the church in Dr Crouch’s Road, Eastcombe.

DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S NOTES

2024 Elections: District and Parish Council elections
take place on May 2nd, and a General Election by
January 2025. Rules now require all voters (apart from
postal voters) to bring photo ID, from an approved list,
to vote at a polling station. See SDC website for details.
For the General Election, Bisley-with-Lypiatt Parish, which
includes Eastcombe, is now in the new North Cotswold
constituency. They are still in Stroud District and SDC will
continue to provide local services.

At the December Council Meeting we agreed on the need
for a fairer and more consistent voting system for
local elections in England. Like many authorities, we
would like to see a residency-based voting system, as is
the approach in Wales and Scotland (and other coun-
tries). This would mean that all legal residents, who live
in the area and pay their council tax, could vote in local
(not national) elections, regardless of their citizenship.
Across the UK, over a million people are missing out due
to the lack of residency-based voting rights. More infor-
mation is available from the Migrant Democracy Project.

Pet Crematorium in Lypiatt Fined for Emissions:
The operator of an animal incinerator site has been fined
for non-compliance with the terms of its Environmental
Permit. Time Right, a.k.a. Pet Cremation Services,
operates a pet crematorium at Limekiln Farm, Lypiatt,
just outside this parish. Time Right entered a guilty plea
to 3 charges by Stroud District Council. On occasions,
thick plumes of black smoke were emitted from the site
in contravention of permit conditions. At a sentencing
hearing at Cheltenham Magistrates’ Court on 14 Decem-
ber 2023, Time Right was fined £50,000 — full costs and
a victim surcharge raised the total penalty to £64,489.
There is a current application for retrospective approval
of an office extension and a dual chamber incinerator at
the site. This is being strongly contested by neighbours.

As always, please contact me about any council-related
matters: Martin Brown: cllr.martin.brown@stroud.gov.uk,
01452 770878

St Michael’s = All Angels, Bussage

Visitors welcome. Our services this month are:

e Feb 11th: Holy Communion at 9.30am

o Feb 18th: Morning Prayer at 9.30am

o Feb 18th: Hilltop Cafe Church at 2.30pm
at Eastcombe Village Hall (see poster)

o Feb 25th: Holy Communion at 9.30am

On other Sundays there are services in different

parts of the Benefice. Visit _

www.bisleybenefice.org.uk for more details, or

sign up to our mailing Tist:
pewslipsbisley@hotmail.com.

For weddings, funerals & baptisms, contact Revd
Sue Murray: vicar@bisleybenefice.org.uk

RIDGEWAY PLAYGROU

We have had such a busy,
happy few weeks at Ridgeway | .
Playgroup. ;

The children have loved learn-
ing about Space. We even
made a visit to 'Space' using
our new dark den with specia
lights to touch and look at!
We have learned so much.

As a part of our 'Night time .
Animals' topic we were so lucky to have a visit
from the lovely Morgan from 'Sohootiful’, with
her beautiful owls. The children (and staff)
learned many interesting things about owls and
we were able to stroke them too.

At Ridgeway Playgroup our children are always
very busy inside - and outside too! We make the
very best of our fantastic outdoor area - this
coming term we are learning all about winter
and arctic animals as well as having a camping
topic where we will be toasting marshmallows in
our garden and exploring tents and having
maximum fun and learning through our play.

If you are interested to find out more about our
fabulous pre-school setting please contact us on
07780 258555 and we can arrange a visit.

EASTCOMBE VILLAGE GROUP

Thank you to those who supported our recent Burns Supper on Friday 26th January. Particular thanks to
Sarah at the Lamb Inn and her staff, and to Colin Clifton who helped to organise the event.

Donations for the decorations for the Christmas tree on the Green raised £63.35 for the Long Table.
At our meeting on 8 January we had a lively discussion, which helped to identify how we may use funds on

events and activities in Eastcombe in the coming months.

We are exploring the cost for improving the look of the rubbish bins around the Green, and for carrying out

some remedial work on the Millennium Sculpture there.

q We are also planning some events for the village, including to attract young families
< % and newcomers. These will include a first aid course for parents of babies and
young children, the annual Wine Walk (taking place on Sunday 28th July—put .
the date in your diary now!) and other events, possibly involving wine and cheese or .
whisky tasting. Details and costs are still being worked on, but we would be delighted to have help

with these or other events. If you would like to volunteer please contact me.

Do keep a look out for more details, and also for the date when the Eastcombe Flag, designed by the pupils
at the school, will be raised on the flagpole on Eastcombe Green.

Peter Scott: peterhscott@btinternet.com

i)
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EASTCOMBE ALLOTMENTS: JANUARY 2024

Plans for 2024:

« Allotment fees were due in October 2023, and each allotment holder should have
received an email with details of how to pay by bank transfer. However, some fees

have not been paid, perhaps because some plot holders don't have smart phones or
computers. To make things easier, an alternative way to pay is to deliver £15 cash to allotment
warden Chris James at Cherry Cottage (to the right of Eastcombe Stores) to pass on to the Parish Council.

o Allotment members are alerted to the excellent National Allotment Society (www.nsalg.org.uk). We
could join as a group, which would mean that membership would only be £3 per year - well worth it for all
the benefits from joining this informative charity. For advice on February jobs, visit www.nsalg.org.uk/

growing-advice/monthly-advice/february/

e There are plans to start a WhatsApp group for allotment holders with a smart phone, where we can
chat and ask relevant questions. If you are interested, please get in touch with Chris James (details below)
or Eddie Butler and provide your phone number. You may need to download the app.

« For many a year we have considered a celebration evening at the end of August on the allotments,
where we all make something from our produce and share it. This is planned for 2024—details to follow.

« Before Christmas work started on a small compost and spare stuff area which is already being well
used. There are spare pots, wire etc in this area for members to take as needed.

From now on there will be a monthly allotment update in the newsletter, with a copy on the allotment
notice board and on the Hilltop Notice Board Facebook page. Please get in touch if you have any items you

would like to see in the next edition.

Chris James, Allotment Warden: ChrisHUJamesART @yahoo.com & 07511 899464

Assistant warden: Eddie Butler

COMMUNITY COFFEE MORNING
atthe LAMB INN

I love the friendly atmosphere at the Lamb
community coffee morning on

Wednesday mornings. We'd

love you to join us, whether x\@ o
you're new to the village and ]
would like to meet people or
want to catch up with old
friends.

I find people are very caring and helpful,
whether it's recommending a good book, a
gardener or handyman, or just lending a
listening ear. Conversations flow easily and we
love chatting about anything.

There's never a time together when we don't
have a good laugh. I'd say fun is the main
thing for us. You'll find a warm welcome
whether you pop in on your own, with your
other half or with a friend. We just pay for
our tea or coffee so all we have to do is enjoy
each other's company.

We can't wait to welcome

LLLT N

you. So how about putting it

S 'iﬁ in your diary: Wednesday
“‘!;.-. mornings, 11am, at The Lamb

- Inn, Eastcombe?
Kate Bridges

NEW! In addition to Wednesday'’s
community coffee morning, coffee

(and more) will be available at The
Lamb Inn every morning between
Tuesday to Saturday, from 10am.

SEE POSTER ON THE FRONT PAGE.

EASTCOMBE WI

Eastcombe WI had its first meeting of the year
on 16th January. We confirmed our
enjoyment of our Christmas event, and then it
was down to business. A letter was read out from TK and
names taken for a meeting there in February. Our new
subscription was announced, and our Resolutions for 2024
were read, discussed and voted on.

After refreshments, we had a very interesting talk from
Denise, a nurse and podiatrist. She took us through some
of her experiences, then gave us advice on how to take
care of our precious feet.

Eastcombe WI are a friendly group of women who enjoy
friendships, good speakers and outings. Most meetings are
open to visitors for a small fee and new members are
welcome. Meetings take place on the 3rd Tuesday of the
month at 7.15pm at Eastcombe Village Hall, and usually
include some form of entertainment.

For more information please contact the Secretary, Glenys
Sharpe, on 01453 886298.

oW

INSPIRING WOMEN

HILLTOP GARDENING CLUB HAPPENINGS
www.hilltopgardeningclub.org.uk

Hilltop Gardening Club members celebrated the New Year
with a convivial lunch at The Ram Inn in Bussage on Sth
January. It gave us an opportunity for a post-Christmas
catch up and to discuss, in relaxing surroundings, our plans
— within and beyond our gardens - for the forthcoming year.
A big thank-you to the staff at The Ram who were, as
always, very welcoming.

The Club’s next meeting is at 1.45pm on Tuesday
6th February, at Eastcombe Scout Hut. There will

be a short AGM, followed by a talk on ‘Winter Scent’ by
our guest speaker, Gail Plant.




GARDEN GEMS TO BANISH
THE WINTER BLUES

February can be one of the most dismal
months of the year, but there’s no better
pick-me-up than the garden. As the days
begin to lengthen, a host of winter gems are bursting into
flower to remind us that spring is just around the corner.

Snowdrops are now reaching their best, with hellebores great

stalwarts at this time of year and an incredible range available;
they are worth buying now while they're in flower. Snowdrops
are best planted ‘in the green” which means buying bulbs lifted
soon after flowering, with the leaves still intact.

If you have a sunny spot under deciduous

: shrubs or trees, why not plant a patch of

4N ® winter aconites? These form a carpet of

L R, 33 :" golden flowers that really lifts the spirits. As
LR | with snowdrops, plant them ‘in the green’.
It's well worth visiting one of the local gardens with fantastic
displays of these flowers. The Rococo Garden in Painswick
boasts a collection of over 5 million snowdrops and a variety of
hellebores. Colesbourne, between Cheltenham and
Cirencester, is famous for its rare snowdrops, with over 300
varieties in 10 acres of grounds, along with winter aconites,
crocuses and cyclamen coum (and a fantastic lake!).

Closer to home, you will find a fascinating collection of
snowdrops in the recently restored walled garden at Stroud’s
Museum in the Park. Here you can learn all about the ‘Giant
Snowdrop Company’ based in Hyde during the 1950s and 60s
— now recognised nationally as laying the foundations for the
popularity and availability of snowdrops. Who would have
thought that galanthophilia might have started in Stroud!

The Eastcombe Gardener

VILLAGE MATTERS...
A chance to flag up something
about our villages...

This month, some facts §
about Fidges Lane, @&
Eastcombe:

e Single track Fidges Lane
is 1km long & (amazingly) it is home to
37 houses & 84 residents!

o Its name may derive from a surname—
Mr Fidge, or Fitch, who may have owned
land near the lane.

o Fidges Lane has no pavement, but
provides access to several popular local
footpaths: motorists, please drive
slowly & carefully in the lane.

e Most Fidges Lane residents use the
entrance by the shop—please help
keep them & other drivers safe by
not parking on the white lines
opposite the lane, near the bus
shelter. Badly parked vehicles cause
problems for everyone walking, driving
or cycling in the vicinity of the green.

THANK YOU for yowr HELP!

Is there something you’d like
to say about our villages?

Please contact the newsletter

VOLUNTEER THIis NEW YEAR!

Gl

makes all the difference. Thank you very much!”

?, ME Stonehouse-based Home-Start Stroud and Gloucester is a local charity
which provides friendship, practical and emotional support to families with
T RT young children within our communities. Parenting is not always easy, and

to have the support from a trained volunteer is invaluable to many who are Y2 ;
Stroud and experiencing a difficult time in their lives. One parent told us: o E e

oucester w,me-Start was really there for me at times of need. The volunteers are well trained and are
really handy to have around, especially when your child has extra needs. Sometimes that different face

Our next free volunteer training course starts in February, so, if you would like to start the New Year in a
positive way, have 2-3 hours a week (or even a month) to spare, and could share with someone else your
parenting experiences, please get in touch. Please visit our website www.homestartsd.org,
email Enquiries@homestartsd.org or call the office on 01453 297470.

Find us on Twitter: @homestartsd and Facebook: Home-Start Stroud and Gloucester

CHRIST-MATHS CHALLENGE:
ALTERNATIVE ANSWERS!

-'ﬂTankXou to Alan Smith, of Eastcombe, who
pointed out that the answers to December’s
Christ-Maths challenge could be different! If (as
the song possibly suggests) each new gift was also

accompanied by the gifts already given, the
answers would be as follows:

1. Gifts given altogether by my true love? 364

2. Birds sent by my true love? 59

3. People sent by my true love send to entertain me? 140

4. How many wings are in the song? 118

5. How many legs are in the song? 398

6. If I had to share all the presents with another person,
how many would each of us get? 182

Of =430 Ig‘i" "’![‘]‘1E
R I Ci Sci & 2 -.t-__l.”-
o e %@%ﬁ
Gis e

Topic: Hypochlorous acid .....a drop of hope?

Open to all. Annual subscri?tion £15 or £3 per
lecture. Students free. Lec

on the 2nd Wednesda

Emrys Jones Lecture 1
cultural University, Cirencester. Tea, coffee &

Lecture Programme September 2023 — June 2024

February 14th 2024
Dr Hugh Martin and Dr Christopher Wise

ures start 7.30pm
of the month in the Sir
eatre at the Royal Agri-

biscuits served at 7pm. Free parking.

Visit www.cirenscience.orqg.uk
For more details.
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CAROL’S COOKERY CORNER: ©  SCREEN s e
BRISKET CASSEROLE presents

A warming, hearty, traditional winter casserole, which also THE GREAT ESCAPER (12A)
warms the kitchen during cooking! Serves 4. Use a large .. Director: Oliver Parker MICHAEL CAINE
casserole dish (mine was 23cm/8.5 inches diameter),  Starring: Michael Caine,
preferably with a lid . . Glenda Jackson
INGREDIENTS: LRSS " In the summer of 2014, a World ﬁﬂ?ﬂ%

e 1Kkg roll of brisket beef.

e 6 shallots or 2 small onions,
chopped.

3 carrots, chopped.

1 packet streaky bacon lardons
or 3 rashers streaky bacon,
chopped.

2 garlic cloves ,
1 teaspoon dried mixed herbs.

1 bottle (550ml) Newcastle brown ale.
1 tablespoon of olive oil.

METHOD:

1. Pre-heat oven to 160°/gas mark 4.

2. Heat the olive oil in a large saucepan or skillet. Brown
the brisket in the oil to seal it, then put on a plate.

3. Brown the lardons in the oil and cook the shallots for 5 | Do you love to SING?
minutes. Add the carrots and cook for a further 5
minutes. Add the garlic and cook for 1 minute. Come and join the Bisley Benefice Choir.

7 War II veteran sneaks out of his
~. care home to attend the 70th
“ anniversary commemoration of
_ the D-Day landings in Normandy.
A Venue: Eastcombe Village Hall
Date: Saturday 17th February
Time: Doors open 7pm,
Film starts 7.30pm

Admission: £4 per person
Ice Creams £2 each

COMMUNITY RAFFLE
in aid of The Doo

X X N N N N N N XN N Np X N N N N X N N N X X N XN N N X N X N X X N X

4. Place the brisket in the casserole dish.

5. Add all the other ingredients and season with salt and Meets monthly to sing at services in Bisley Church or
pepper. Put on the lid or seal with kitchen foil. Chalford or France Lynch. Friendly group with varied

6. Place in the oven and cook for 2 hours. music and organ accompaniment. Tenors and Altos

7. Cool overnight and skim off the fat. especially welcome.

1.

Next day: Re-heat at 150°9/gas mark 3 without the lid :

for 1.5 hours. Check the consistency and thicken with g o ISy
corn flour if necessary. 01452770517

2. Serve with baked or mashed potatoes (baked potatoes merryt48@gmail.com
can be cooked in the oven along with the casserole).

WHAT 1s A LEAR YEAR?

2024 is a leap year. Leap years occur almost every 4 years, when an extra
day is added to the end of the shortest month, February. This so called inter-
calary day, February 29, gives a leap year 366 days instead of the usual 365.

Why Do We Have Leap Years? Leap years keep our calendar in
alignment with Earth's revolutions around the Sun. It takes Earth approximately 365.242189
days, or 365 days, 5 hours, 48 minutes, and 45 seconds, to circle the Sun. The Gregorian calen-
dar has only 365 days, and if a leap day wasn't added almost every 4 years, each year would
begin about 6 hours earlier than the one before. This would cause our time to slowly drift

apart from the tropical year, getting increasingly out of sync with the seasons, which would
shift by about 24 calendar days within 100 years. In just a few centuries, Northern Hemisphere dwellers
would be celebrating Christmas in the middle of summer! Leap days allow Earth the additional time it needs
to complete a full circle around the Sun, so that real time can stay in tune with our calendar.

Leap years were introduced over 2000 years ago by Roman general Julius Caesar. The Julian calendar, which
was named after him, ruled that any year evenly divisible by four would be a leap year. However, this
formula produced too many leap years, causing the Julian calendar to drift apart from the tropical year at a
rate of 1 day per 128 years. This was not corrected until the introduction of the Gregorian calendar over
1500 years later, when several days were skipped to realign our calendar with the seasons.

Work it out... Today, every year exactly divisible by 4 is a leap year, except for those exactly divisible by
100, although these centurial years are still leap years if they are exactly divisible by 400. For example, the
years 1700, 1800, and 1900 were not leap years, but 1600 and 2000 were. The next leap year will be 2028.

A person born on February 29 is called a ‘leapling’ or a ‘leaper.” Technically, a leapling will have few-
er birthday anniversaries than their age in years, although, in practice, most celebrate on 28th February!
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ON THIS MONTH IN HISTORY — FAMOUS FEBRUARIES...

In February 1643, as civil war raged across England, Parliamentary forces at Lypiatt Park were 5 =S
attacked by soldiers from Cirencester loyal to King Charles I, killing 50 men. In the wider world,
22 years later in February 1665, British forces captured New Amsterdam, centre of the Dutch

colony in North America, re-naming it New York in honour of the Duke of York, its new governor.

In February 1750 a minor earthquake shook Britain, in February 1784 evangelist John Wesley chartered the
Methodist church, and in February 1788 Robert Peel was born, growing up to form the first police force in
London, nicknamed 'Bobbies' after him. In February 1797, the Bank of England issued the first ever £1 note.

Eastcombe Baptist Chapel opened in 1801, and, in February of that year, 4 people were baptised
in the village. In February 1804, British engineer Richard Trevithick demonstrated the first steam
engine to run on rails and, in February 1837, Davenport patented the first electric printing press.

i In February 1847, the month that Thomas Edison, inventor, was born, the near bankrupt estate of
Lyplatt Park was bought (along with the Lordship of Blsley Manor) by John Dorlngton who, with his son,
also John, set about restoring the estate to its former glory. In February 1867, the first ship passed
through the Suez Canal, while, in February 1868, the first issue of the Stroud Journal was printed
in the newly built newspaper offices in Stroud. In February 1876 Alexander Graham Bell invented
the telephone and in February 1893 Rudolf Diesel received a patent for the diesel engine. In
February 1896, cinema came to Britain, showing films to paying audiences for the first time.

In February 1901 the royal yacht Alberta brought the body of Queen Victoria into Portsmouth harbour from
the Isle of Wight, en route for her funeral in London. The bitter conditions of February 1917 saw residents in
Chalford without fresh water for nearly a month, while, a year later, in February 1918, British women over
30 won the right to vote. In February 1926 Malcolm Campbell set a new world land speed record of 174
mph, in February 1930 a 9th planet, Pluto, was discovered, and in February 1938 Eden resigned as foreign
secretary over Prime Minister Chamberlain’s negotiations with Italian Fascist leader Benito Mussolini.

"~ The first vinyl record was released in February 1949, the same month that bowl barrows in the
Eastcombe fields were scheduled as an ancient monument. In February 1952, Elizabeth became
Queen after the death of her father, in February 1960, Prime Minister Macmillan spoke of & wind of
gastcombe change’ blowing through Africa and in February 1971 Apollo 14 landed on the moon. Days later,
Britain went decimal, spending £3 million converting Britain’s phone boxes to take the new 2 pence coin.

In February 1975, Margaret Thatcher became the first female leader of the Conservatives, while February
1990 saw the collapse of the Soviet Union and the release of Nelson Mandela. The EU was formed in Febru-
ary 1992, Facebook created in February 2004, and February 2009 saw the heaviest UK snowfall in 18 years.
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PUB
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HILLTOP CAFECHURCH || oo et e

Pub Quiz Night! Gather your team and put your

Cl/] Y‘lS‘Hﬁ\A WOVS‘/]| P 'F()lf ’H/]OS@ O'F knowledge to the .f’. mi?h our m"tertnining and

challenging quiz questions.

all faiths and nowe.

Sunday 1™ February

WHAT'’S ON in FEBRUARY?

130 6 Feb: Pub Quiz Night at The Lamb Inn,

N N .| Eastcombe, 7pm/Hilltop Gardening Club,

EASTCOMBE VILLAGE HALL _ - mbe.co.u 1.45pm, Eastcombe Scout Hut |
BAOUCHT T 00N THE AISHOFBUSAGE & ASTCOMBE Tel: 01452 772 223 7 Feb: Bisley-with-Lypiatt Parish Council

meeting, Bisley Village Hall, 7.30pm

10 Feb: B-w-L Twinning Association
NAME THAT VIEW! How well (_:Io you Afternoon Tea & Talk, 2.30pm, Eastcombe
know our villages? | vijage Hall
14I9 b: Ci ter Sci &
S January’s photo showed a very €D: Lirencester science

the Thomas Keble School fence. | Agricultural University
17th FEBRUARY: DEADLINE FOR

February’s photo is once again MARCH NEWSLETTER
taken in (?r arou_nd Ehe 3 wllag_;es. 17 Feb: Eastcombe Screen on the Green,
Can you identify its location? | Eastcombe Village Hall, 7pm (7.30pm)
The answer will be revealed in the | 18 Feb: Hilltop Café Church, Eastcombe
March issue. Village Hall, 2.30pm




