
  

Welcome to the June issue of the newsletter.  Please send your news, updates and photos to 
eastcombenewsletter@btinternet.com by 20th of each month. 
 

You can read the newsletter online at www.bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk/ and www.chalford-glos.gov.uk/ or  
receive it FREE by email each month: contact eastcombebandbnews@gmail.com to join the circulation list.   
 

Printed copies are available to buy at 60p per copy (to help cover printing costs) from Eastcombe Stores,  
Eastcombe Post Office, Frith Community Café and Chalford Parish Centre.  It is also available for 
customers to read at some local businesses, including Head First and The Lamb Inn, Eastcombe. 
 

We hope you enjoy the June issue. 

60p 
FREE Digitally! FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK 

COULD YOU MAKE A  

PERFECT PUDDING?   
As part of the Eastcombe Jubilee celebrations, 
there will be a competition for the best  
Jubilee Pudding: the Lemon Swiss Roll 
and Amaretti Trifle.  
 

This trifle was the winner of a national contest, and now we 
hope that you will create your best version of this masterpiece!   
 

Shortcuts acceptable:  The full recipe is quite long and com-
plicated, so it will be acceptable to use ready-made ingredients 
if you wish; substitutes are now available in shops and super-
markets. Smaller (but perfectly formed!) puddings are also fine. 
 

WHEN? Sunday 5th June   
WHERE? Entries should be taken to Eastcombe Village 
Hall Annex between 10 and 11am.  A receipt will be issued.  
 

There is no entry charge and prizes will be awarded for the 
best version of the trifle.  There will be an adult competition 
and a junior competition (for children 14 & under). 
 

The trifles will be judged on appearance, taste and texture, with 
the results announced in the Village Hall at 3pm.  
 

 BE PART OF A PERFECT PUDDING PARADE! 

 

BROWNSHILL AUTHOR  
PUBLISHES SECOND NOVEL 

 

Local writer, Sarah Edghill, has just pub-
lished her second novel.   
 

His Other Woman 
tells the story of 
Lucy, whose hus-
band disappears 
after sending her a 
brief text asking 
her not to get in 
touch.  Bewildered, 
upset and angry, 
Lucy convinces her-
self he must be having an affair.  She’s 
right to worry; she does have a rival for 
Tom’s affections, but the other woman in 
his life is someone Lucy has known – and 
hated – for 20 years - his twin sister, Stella. 
 

Sarah, from Brownshill, worked as a  
features journalist for many years, writing 
for magazines and newspapers.  She admits 
to being influenced in her writing by some 
of the stories she was told over the years. 
‘Truth really is stranger than fiction,’ she 
says, ‘People find themselves in the most 
extraordinary situations and have to draw 
on reserves of strength and resilience to 
find a way to deal with whatever life throws 
at them.’ 
 

Sarah’s debut novel, A Thousand Tiny Dis-
appointments, was published last  
September, and she appeared at the Stroud 
Book Festival in November.   
 

‘I’ve loved speaking to people about my 
book and hearing how they reacted to  
Martha, my first novel’s main character, 
who faced an agonising moral dilemma,’ 
she says. ‘I hope readers will be as  
intrigued by the strange situation in which 
Lucy finds herself, in ‘His Other Woman.’ 
 

His Other Woman is published by 
Bloodhound Books and available  
locally at the Stroud Bookshop and the 
Yellow Lighted Bookshop in  
Nailsworth.  
 

It is also available through Amazon (as an 
e-book or paperback): www.amazon.co.uk/
dp/B09YGSX697?tag=bloodbooks02-
21&geniuslink=true 



2 

BisCAN: Bisley Climate Action Network 
 

BisCAN will be recycling at Eastcombe’s Jubilee Party on Sunday, June 5th. Look out for us 
there – and remember the '3 Rs': Reduce (or Refuse), Re-use, Recycle! 
 

We continue to collaborate with ChalCAN and Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust on a wildlife  
corridor to connect the Toadsmoor and Slad Valleys. Everyone with a garden can contribute to this: let your 
garden be a little bit wilder to help birds, bees and other pollinators. Allotments are also a vital part of this 
effort. The National Allotments campaign this year is “Bugs, Bees and Broccoli”.  Nature does fine if we let it!  
And of course, avoid pesticides and compost with peat. 
 

You can also join BisCAN – an active group!  Contact bisleyeastcombeoakridgecan@gmail.com, or visit 
www.biscan.info/ 

WATCH OUT, WATCH OUT—THERE’S A BALSAM ABOUT! 
Himalayan Balsam season is here again!  For those who  
haven’t come across this plant yet, here are a few facts: 
 

Himalayan Balsam is a non-native annual plant, growing from seed each 
year to 2m tall, with purple-pink flowers from June-September.  It isn't  
poisonous and is popular with pollinators.  You can even eat it! 
 

So, what's the problem?  Himalayan Balsam's problem lies in its  
success.  A vigorous plant, it forms dense patches which smother other 
plants, reducing biodiversity and (some argue) attracting pollinators away 
from native species - recent research suggests that, where HB is present, 
seed set is reduced in the native plants.  It’s also super efficient: each HB 
plant produces hundreds of seeds in exploding seed pods, which spreads 
seed many metres.  It likes wet sites and the seeds float, so it also spreads 
easily down water courses.  Humans can also inadvertently spread the seed 
on vehicles and footwear.   
Although HB dies right back in winter, this can itself be a problem as it 
leaves stretches of bare earth vulnerable to erosion - and colonisation by 
other invasive plants such as Japanese Knotweed or Giant Hogweed.  
 

How do I spot it? HB has a single fleshy stem and bright green, 
shiny leaves, arranged in threes.  It should not be confused with a very 
similar, native plant which has rougher, duller leaves arranged in pairs.  If in 
doubt, try tugging at the stem - a single stem which uproots easily is HB, but 
a plant linked to others by spidery roots and reluctant to uproot is native and should be left to grow.   

It’s very important not to pull up the wrong thing! 
 

So what can we do?   
 

• Pull it up: this is the best strategy - HB is very easy to uproot, and you can start in May when plants 
first appear.  Place pulled stems in a dry place where they won't re-root - standing on the fleshy stems 
(with a satisfying crunch) is also a good idea.  Don't move them to another area - this can aid the spread.   

 

• Cut it down: this is effective if done at the right time—cutting too early results in rapid re-growth.  It's 
essential that plants are CUT TO GROUND LEVEL BELOW THE LOWEST NODE - if not, a plant will sprout 
multiple stems, becoming a many headed hydra, with each shoot bearing flowers - and seeds...   

 

• Keep it up: Whatever you do, it's essential to revisit the site every couple of weeks throughout the sea-
son to tackle re-growth and remove new seedlings too small to notice previously.  Eradication will not be 
achieved in one year - HB seeds can persist in the soil for up to 3 years, so a cleared site can quickly be 
re-colonised.  Where possible, landowners should also be 
enlisted to help control HB on private land.  Monitoring the site 
should continue for 4 full growth seasons. 

 

LIMITED MANPOWER... Tackling HB can be a daunting 
task.  However, even with a small number of volunteers, you CAN 
make a difference - the trick is to TACKLE SMART! 

 

• Target watercourses: pulling up plants on stream edges  
reduces the risk of seed travelling long distances downstream.   

 

• Work from the outside in:  Even if you don't manage to pull 
up the whole of a large patch, working inwards reduces the size of 
the infestation, limiting its spreading power and preventing the 
patch increasing in size year on year.   

 

• Look out for pioneer plants:  Every infestation starts with a  
single stem.  Remove any HB plants growing in new places. 

 

Above all, remember:  You CAN make a difference.  By stopping 
HB spreading further, you are helping to contain the problem.    
 

If you are interested in teaming up with other volunteers to tackle HB 
locally, please contact: Suzieleetewise@gmail.com.   

 

Going GREENER in 2022 
 

ONE way you can make 
2022 a bit greener is to: 

 

GO PEAT FREE 
Using peat-free products in the gar-
den is a simple, yet effective way to 
reduce your carbon footprint.   
 

Peat, left in place in the ground, is a 
‘carbon sink’ which can help to  
alleviate climate change.  
 

By making a positive peat-free 
choice, you are helping to make a  
difference. :-) 

 

Bisley, Oakridge 
& Eastcombe  

Climate Action 
Network  

Himalayan Balsam can take  
                                 hold... 

A green,  
single,  
fleshy 
stem,  
 
easy to pull up... 

Light green 
leaves, 
 
 

 

arranged in 3s 
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CHALFORD PARISH COUNCIL NEWSLETTER – June 2022: 
01453 887204; info@chalford-glos.gov.uk   www.chalford-glos.gov.uk.   
Follow us on Facebook. 
 

You are cordially invited to a Queen’s Platinum Jubilee tea party at the Parish Centre 
on Wednesday, 1 June from 12 noon to 3pm.  Come and enjoy a cup of tea/coffee and some cake with us 
to toast our Queen’s 70 years of service.  We have planted 2 oak trees to commemorate the occasion.  We 
have also ordered a new flag pole to replace the one in Bussage Pleasure Ground.  A thank you to the  
Renishaw Charities Trust for awarding us funding towards Jubilee celebrations. 
 

We have 3 vacancies to represent Bussage Ward.  All you need is a keen interest in the Parish and a  
willingness to keep it the great place it is.  Attendance at regular meetings and working groups is required. 
If you would like to join the 12 current Councillors, please get in touch with the Clerk for further information 
or contact one of the Councillors to get a first-hand account of what is involved.  Contact details above.  
 

We are currently in discussions with the Barnwood Trust regarding funding for disabled accesses into France 
Lynch and Bussage Pleasure Grounds.   The first thing we need to do is obtain an access audit.  
 

Over the year we have been reconsidering our grass cutting to help protect wildlife and the environment.  
We have been in discussions with Stroud District Council about taking over the maintenance of some areas 
they usually cut; we are investigating the possibility of taking ownership of 3 areas.  It has been agreed that 
some areas can be cut less frequently and at a higher cut.  Those areas where sight lines could be  
compromised will of course continue to be cut on a regular basis.   There are areas that are contentious 
such as narrow paths.  Some people ask us to cut the paths to make them more accessible for pedestrians 
and others want to leave them overgrown.  We consider all resident requests very carefully and decide on 
the best way forward for all concerned. 
 

The old activity trail in Bussage Pleasure Ground is to be dismantled and we are looking to replace it with 
a more challenging and interesting item of equipment for young children.  
Both the activity trail and the flag pole will be funded out of a Community Infrastructure Levy we received. 
 

Play Rangers held an event on The Old Common in Bussage during the Easter break and at one time 
there were 86 children present!  Various activities were carried out including arts and crafts, tightrope walk-
ing and ball games.  It was lovely to see so many families making the most of the beautiful weather and 
having a picnic whilst their children played safely nearby.   The Parish Council funds this event and were 
successful in obtaining a small grant from Stroud District Council towards the cost. 
 

Public Rights of Way in Chalford Parish - Did you know that there are 129 Public Rights of Way in 
Chalford Parish, with a total length of just under 30km? And that one of them runs for 65m down the  
middle of The Ridgeway? Your Footpath Volunteers won’t be working on that one! 
 

Parking on the pavement is more than just an inconvenience.  It can intimidate people, particularly visu-
ally impaired pedestrians, making them anxious about leaving their homes due to having to step onto busy 
roads.  Pavement parking also wreaks havoc on walkway surfaces, which are not designed to bear the 
weight of vehicles.  In addition,  we receive regular complaints about parking on verges. The damage to the 
grass will eventually recover but it encourages other vehicle users to park there, causing further damage.   
 

Why Not Come Along to a Meeting?  Full Council Meetings are normally held on the first Thursday of 
the month.  Due to the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee celebrations commencing on the 2 June, the next meeting 
will most probably be held on the first Thursday in July.  Please contact the Clerk beforehand to find out 
where the meeting will be held and to let her know if you would like to attend, particularly if you wish to 
speak, so that she can make time for your issue on the agenda.  Contact details above. 

 
 

Eastcombe Jubilee  

Celebrations 

CAN YOU HELP? 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: 
Thursday 2nd June at10am:  
Come  & help decorate the green! 

Sunday 5th June at10am:  
Help to set up the lunch party  

& from 5pm : Please help clear up! 
Please also donate cakes to 

the cake stall! 

THANK YOU! 

Dementia Café at Thomas Keble School 
 

On 25th April, Year 8 
Citizenship students at 
Thomas Keble School 
hosted a 'Dementia 
Café' for invited 
guests.   
 

This was the  
culmination of several 
weeks of Citizenship 
work, which encourages pupils to get  
involved in an action that has a  
positive benefit to society.  Students, 
led by teacher Jane Haynes, Head of 
Citizenship at Thomas Keble, looked at 
how individuals and their families live 
with dementia and considered ways to 
limit loneliness in our community.   
 

At the café, students provided home-made cakes, took 
drinks orders and enthusiastically discussed their work with 
the visitors, including representatives from Eastcombe WI 
and staff from Horsfall House, who work daily with residents 
living with dementia. 
 

Citizenship is a National Curriculum subject, which TK offers 
as a very popular GCSE. It covers the legal system, our  
political system, the economy, how the UK works with other 
countries around the world and the role of the media in  
upholding our democratic British Values. 
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Eastcombe Baptist Church 
 

A service is held every Sunday morning at 10:30am at the 
church in Dr Crouch’s Road, Eastcombe. 

St Michael’s & All Angels, Bussage 
 

Visitors are always welcome at our services.  
 

Services for this month are: 
 

June 12th - Holy Communion at 9.30am  
June 19th - Morning Prayer* at 9.30am  
 

*Morning Prayer is a simpler, lighter & shorter  
service 
 

On the other Sundays there are services in  
different parts of the Benefice. For full details 
please visit www.bisleybenefice.org.uk or sign up 
to our mailing list: pewslipsbisley@hotmail.com 
 

For weddings, funerals and baptisms, please con-
tact Rev Sue Murray:vicar@bisleybenefice.org.uk 

Bussage Primary School: June Update: 
 

A few months ago, we were delighted to receive diocesan approved funding to install 
solar panels on our school roof, with installation to take place this summer holiday.  
 

Our school and pupils are increasingly eco-aware and very keen to do what we can 
to reduce the school's carbon footprint.  One pupil is taking (many) extra steps to 
make the solar project a reality.  The Church of England Diocese is funding part of 
the project, but only if the school can raise 10% of the money, so, to help with this, 
9-year-old Josie Tomlinson is going to climb Scafell Pike in the Lake District National 
Park in Cumbria, at 978 metres it is the highest mountain in England!  
 

Josie had set out to raise £100, but has already exceeded her target and raised over £350. We wish Josie 
lots of luck in her adventure and look forward to hearing all about it. If you would like to add to her total 
raised so far, please visit: www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/scafell4solar. 
 

Visit us!  If you are new to the area or have a child who will be starting school soon, we would love to 
show you around our school.  Please contact us on 01453 883 205 or visit www.bussageprimaryschool.co.uk 

Eastcombe Primary School: 
 

We would like to say a massive THANK YOU to everyone 
who supported this year’s Gnome Hunt, 
including the Eastcombe Gnome 
neighbours who opened their gardens to 
the hunters. 
 

The weekend was a great success, with 
visitors walking around Eastcombe in 
search of the gnomes, who were each 
visiting different countries; the patriotic 
displays were all made by the children at 
school. Egypt and USA were very popular!  
Visitors ate ice-creams in the sun and the rain, 
then enjoyed games, tea and cake at the  
village hall, not forgetting to collect their prize 
gnome to take home, of course. 
 

The gnomes didn’t know what had hit them 
after a year indoors: factor 50 sun-cream was needed for 
Saturday and a umbrella for the Sunday. Everyone has 
dried off now, and we are excited about next year’s event. 
 

We are delighted to announce that we have now raised 
enough money to buy interactive white boards for all 3 
classrooms, which is amazing! Thank you for your support, 
and keep a look out for the next fundraising event. 
 

Sophie Harrison (ESA) & Mrs Claire Jones (Headteacher) 

District Council Notes: June 2022 
 

Thomas Keble School Rebuilding: An appli-
cation has been submitted to SDC for this pro-
ject. It can be seen, and comments submitted, 
on the council website: www.stroud.gov.uk/
planning.  I have requested a ‘call-in’ to the De-
velopment Control Committee for this to be con-
sidered by councillors – rather than just  
officers under delegated powers. 
 

Motion – 20’s Plenty: I proposed a motion at 
the last full council meeting, calling for Glouces-
tershire County Council to make 20mph the de-
fault speed limit for residential areas throughout 
Gloucestershire. The motion was passed by a 
majority. The council joins many parish, town 
and district councils (including Bisley-with-
Lypiatt) throughout the county. 
 

Council Tax Energy Rebate: The council is 
issuing the £150 rebates to residents in Council 
Tax Bands D and below, and others who  
qualify. If you pay by direct debit, you should 
have received your rebate by May 26th. Others 
will be contacted by letter or email with details of 
how to apply. 
 

A Thread of Light: An exhibition of glass art by 
internationally known artists, including five who 
live and work in Stroud, will be held at the  
Museum in the Park until June 12th. The  
exhibition is free, and the museum in Stratford 
Park (and the park!) is always worth a visit.  
 

Contact Me: As always, please contact me 
about any matter with which I may be able to 
help you. 
 

Martin Brown, District Councillor, 01452 770878 
cllr.martin.brown@stroud.gov.uk 

June in the Garden... 
 

With the garden growing full 
throttle and gardening jobs com-
ing out of your ears, it’s easy to 
forget about sowing biennials at 
this time of year. These are sown 
in late spring/early summer (for 
flowering the following year) and 
planted out in autumn.  
 

Foxgloves are one of the most popular biennials; look out 
for varieties such as ‘Suttons Apricot’ or Digitalis lutea, a 
lovely pale yellow perennial foxglove which grows well in 
our soil and comes back year after year – even in shade. 
 

Sweet Williams may be considered old fashioned by some, 
but they are very fragrant and great for cutting. ‘Sooty’ has 
the darkest of red flowers and ‘Sweet Cherry Black’  a much 
longer flowering period than older varieties.    
 

Sweet Rocket (Hesperis) and Honesty (Lunaria) are two 
cottage garden favourites to sow now, with Lunaria 
‘Chedglow’ having the most amazing chocolate-coloured 
leaves and lilac flowers. The rounded seed heads are also 
great for drying.  If you have a wild area, sow teasel seeds 
now for their striking seed heads next year.  
 

All of these biennials are pollinator friendly and will self-sow 
freely - so once you have them, you often keep them!  
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EASTCOMBE WI: Update 
 

After our President welcomed  
members, there was a great deal of  
business to discuss, with reports of 
visits, activities and meetings. 
Planned visits were finalised and 
GFWI business dealt with. The main 
business was to vote on a Resolution 
put forward by the National Federa-
tion. Opinions were shared, and vote 
numbers will go forward. 
 

The members then enjoyed a games 
session, with wine and nibbles.   
 

Our June speaker will be Lisa Mant, 
talking about the Canal Restoration.  
 

We are a very friendly group of 
women who enjoy friendships, good 
speakers and outings (COVID allow-
ing). Most meetings are open to visi-
tors for a small fee.  
 

If you would like more information, 
please contact the Secretary, Glenys 
Sharpe, on 01453 886298.  

EASTCOMBE VILLAGE GROUP:     
Eastcombe Jubilee Celebration: Sunday Eastcombe Jubilee Celebration: Sunday Eastcombe Jubilee Celebration: Sunday Eastcombe Jubilee Celebration: Sunday 

5th June, 125th June, 125th June, 125th June, 12----5pm5pm5pm5pm    
 

You, your neighbours, friends and family are invited to join 
us on Sunday 5th June at Eastcombe Green and The Lamb Inn 
to celebrate the Queen's Platinum Jubilee.  Please support us in 
making this a memorable and historic occasion for our village - like so 

many successful celebrations in past years.  
 

Lunch on the Green:  You can book a sit down Sunday lunch at 
The Lamb Inn  or buy food from the barbecue in the pub car 
park.  Alternatively, if you prefer, you can bring a picnic.  The bars 
will be open for drinks too!  Tables and chairs will be available, or you 
may want to bring your own to relax and enjoy the entertainment, in-
cluding: The ‘Ragged and Old’ morris dancers, The Hilltop Band 
(including some sing along numbers!), Metz Swing Band and the 
Marie-Lou Song and Dance Cabaret. 
Should we have bad weather, these events will move to the Village 
Hall.  See the programme for more details. 
 

Local History Exhibition, Saturday 4th June & Sunday 5th 
June:  Join us at Eastcombe Primary School on Saturday afternoon,2-
5pm and Sunday 10.30am-5pm for an exhibition of photos, memories 
and videos of village life and events through the decades, including 
previous royal celebrations. Copies of the first Eastcombe history book: 
'The Unknown Cotswold Village: Eastcombe 1500-1980' will also be on 
sale, courtesy of co-author Juliet Shipman.  See you there! 

 

Eastcombe Village School: Alongside the exhibition, the school will 
be displaying art work created by today's children.  In addition, a time 
capsule will be placed in the school wall, containing items chosen by 
the children, to remain unopened for the next 70 years. The ceremony 
to inter the capsule is planned for Friday 27 May.  To mark the Jubilee, 
each child will be given an Eastcombe Jubilee water bottle. There 
will also be some to spare, which can be bought on the day for £4. 
 

Road Closures: We have permission to close Dr Crouch's Road from 
the crossroads by St Augustine's to The Lamb Inn, as well as the burial 
ground side of the Green - these roads will be closed from 10am until 
6pm on Sunday 5 June. We ask that vehicles are not parked on 
these roads after midday on Saturday 4 June.  Thank you. 
 

Programmes: Souvenir Jubilee Celebration programmes will be  
available at Eastcombe Stores and The Lamb Inn and on the day.  
Suggested 10p donation per programme. 
 

First Aiders: If anyone is able to help with providing first aid cover at 
the Jubilee celebration on Sunday 5th June, or who knows someone 
who could help, please contact me. 
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED:  We would appreciate help with: 
 

• Putting up bunting and decorating Eastcombe green from 10am 
on Thursday 2nd June. The WI are also yarn bombing the green, so 
it will look very festive. 

 

• Setting up and taking down: Please help from 10am on Sunday 
5th June and from 4.30pm onwards. 

 
 

• Flower arranging: if anyone would like to help with flower  
arrangements, please contact Pam Perry at pamhperry@outlook.com 

 

• Local History Exhibition: Volunteers are needed to help steward 
the exhibition on Saturday 4th June, 2-5pm, and 10.30am and 5pm 
on Sunday 5th June.  If you can help, or would like more informa-
tion, please contact Michele: eastcombenewsletter@btinternet.com 

 

Thank you to Bisley-with-Lypiatt Parish Council for their contribution 
to the cost of staging this event.  Also, a big THANK YOU to all who 
support this event and to the many people who have helped to make it 
happen. We hope it will be a fun and memorable village celebration. 
 

Next EVG meeting: Wednesday 8th June, 8pm, in the Annex of 
Eastcombe Village Hall.  We will be discussing future events, including 
the Wine Walk planned for Sunday 7th August.  We are still looking 
for hosts to offer their gardens as suitable venues. If you would 
like to find out more or are happy to help, please contact me. 
 

Peter Scott: peterhscott@btinternet.com 

FRITH COMMUNITY 

CAFÉ 

On Wednesday 1st June 
we are holding a Platinum 
Jubilee Party at the Frith 
Youth Centre, in Brown-
shill.  The cafe will open as 
usual at 10.15am and the party will 
start soon after.  
 

There will be a toast to the Queen, 
music and singing with Connect, a 
local Christian group, and a Quiz. 
 

Please come and join us.   
Everybody welcome! 

 

The Community Café meets every 
Wednesday morning between 
10.15am and 12 noon at Frith Youth 
Centre in Brownshill Road.  Join us 
for a hot drink, home-made cake 
and a friendly chat.  
 

Carol & team 
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HILLTOP HAPPENINGS... 
 

Hilltop Gardening Club had a great evening at Eastcombe 
Village Hall on 3rd May, when an excellent speaker,  
Mervyn Reed, told us all about David Austin’s roses.  
 

David’s early work started in a shed in a corner of a field, 
and by 1961 he was ready to take his rose Constance Spry 
to market.  He developed The Wife of Bath in 1969 which 
was a repeat flowering, scented rose, and was keen to 
exhibit at the Chelsea Flower Show. His colleague, G. S. 
Thomas, at Sunningdale Nursery, helped, although there 
was strong competition with other major rose growers. By 
1980, David had developed his famous yellow rose, 
named Graham Thomas in 1983. 
 

We were amazed to see images of the breeding and  
selection process, which takes place over an incredible 
eight years, with all actions strictly recorded.  The first 
stage involves mainly women - with nimbler fingers -  
carrying out pollination in a hot greenhouse, using fine 
camel hair to brush the sticky stigma with pollen collected 
from uncontaminated stamens.  
 

‘Pods’ or hips, are frosted and sown into small trays to 
create approximately 250,000 seedling roses, of which 
100,000 may never come to anything worthy. After grow-
ing on in raised beds in greenhouses, selections of a few 
varieties are transplanted into the field. By year 4,  
selected buds with their short stems are identified for 
grafting onto selected root stocks. These are cleaned by 
hand of all thorns, then batched and either grafted by the 
employees or contract companies. The latter are able to 
graft 6-7000 buds a day! Some batches are sold to other 
growers, for which David Austin is paid royalties. 
 

Selection is stringent and agreed by a team, and  
thousands of potential roses are pulled up and shredded 
until the breeders consider that they have found those 
suitable for public sale. Over the next 4/5 years, the  
selections are grown in greater numbers. 
 

David Austin developed a new style 6 litre pot, with a logo 
of their farmhouse, designed by his artist wife. Marketing 
of excellent quality stock was David’s goal, and he 
achieved that at his company in Wolverhampton, where 
roses were grown and special equipment designed for use 
in transit and exhibition. David Austin died in 2018, in his 
nineties, and a son is now on the management team. 
 

Our plant sale on 7th May was held with the sun shining 
and plenty of plants and pre-loved tools and cakes to sell, 
including plants left over from sales at the recent Open 
Gardens.  Several local residents also came along to buy 
plants, and chat over tea and cake. 
 

Jenny Exley, events secretary, shared with Kathy Eccott.                       
www.hilltopgardeningclub.org.uk 

SCREEN ON THE GREEN presents 
 

DEATH ON THE NILE (2021) 
 

Starring: Kenneth Branagh, 
Gal Gadot, Armie Hammer, 
Letitia Wright 
 

Director: Kenneth Branagh 
 

Hercule Poirot's Egyptian  
adventure aboard a glamorous 
river steamer descends into a 
terrifying search for a murderer 
when an idyllic honeymoon is 
shattered by violent deaths. 
 

Venue:  Eastcombe Village Hall 
Date:    Saturday 21st June 
Time:    Doors open 7pm 
      Film starts 7.30pm 
 

Admission: £3.50 per person 
Selection of Ice Creams £1.50 each 

 
 

All welcome!  

Ridgeway Playgroup 
 

Ridgeway Playgroup had a  
special guest visit last week.  His 
name is Gary and he is a Giant 
African Land Snail! 
 

He lives with one of our children 
and this was his second visit - we 
couldn't believe how much he had 
grown!  Gary loves to eat lettuce, 
mealworms, cucumber and  
tomatoes.  The children were  
fascinated and each got a close look 
and were able to touch Gary's shell 
to feel how hard it was.  We each 
drew a picture of Gary to stick into our Ridgeway 
Learning Journeys. 
 

We have been learning lots this term about all 
kinds of insects and creepy crawlies: worms, 
bees, ladybirds and snails.  We even have some 
caterpillars, who are just tucking themselves up 
into their cocoons - when they emerge, as but-
terflies, we will love setting them free in our 
fabulous garden.   
 

The children loved this topic. 

Eastcombe Bus Shelter Book Swap: 
 

Recently, the bus shelter suffered further vandalism, 
with the seed sharing shelves and the children's book 
box (including books) and bench stolen. Three youths 
were seen tearing up packets of donated seeds and 
throwing these into the road.  
 

The missing items have not been found - if you see a box painted in 
rainbow colours with children's books inside or some wooden yellow 
slats, please return them to the shelter.  
 

As a result of the damage, CCTV has now been installed.  I have also 
installed a new book case and donations of children's books have flooded 
in - this is great as the younger children of the village now have a shelf 
to themselves and the number of books overall has substantially  
increased… New artwork has also gone on display. Thank you to those 
that have donated books, especially children's books.  
 

The Swap is for the benefit of the whole community, so please look out 
for it.  If you see anyone vandalising the shelter or its contents, please 
note their description and pass the information on to the police.  
 

Thank you, Chris 
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CAROL’S COOKERY CORNER: The Jubilee Pudding! 
Recipe serves 20.  To make a smaller pudding, reduce quantities.  

 

Tips: Use ready-made versions of some ingredients and be creative, e.g.  
finish off the trifle with leftover amaretti biscuits and a few chocolate chunks. 
 

Ingredients & Equipment: 
 

2 Swiss roll tins 24cm x 34cm and a trifle dish, approximately 3.5 litres. 
300g ready-made lemon curd.  
1 packet of lemon-flavoured (St Clement’s) jelly 
500ml ready-made custard.  
100g ready-made amaretti biscuits. 

 

For the Swiss rolls:   
4 large free-range eggs 
100g caster sugar, plus extra for dusting 
100g self-raising flour, sieved 
butter, for greasing 
 

For the chunky mandarin coulis 
4 tins mandarins, around 300g each 
45g caster sugar 
16g arrowroot (2 sachets) 
½ lemon, juice only 
 

To assemble: 600ml double cream 
 

To make Swiss rolls:  Preheat oven to 180C/160C Fan/Gas 4. Grease and 
line 2 Swiss roll tins. In a large bowl, beat eggs and sugar for approxi-
mately 5 minutes or until light and pale. Using a metal spoon, gently fold in 
the flour. Divide between the two tins and bake for 10–12 minutes or until 
the sponges are lightly golden and cooked through.   
Sprinkle caster sugar onto two sheets of baking paper.  Turn the sponges 
out onto the sugared paper. While still warm, roll both sponges up from the 
short end into a tight spiral, using the paper to help. Leave to cool. 

 

To make chunky mandarin coulis: strain two tins of mandarins. Dis-
card juice and place fruit in a saucepan with sugar; heat gently until  
broken down. Remove from heat. In a small bowl, slake arrowroot with 2 
tablespoons of cold water then add to the warm mandarins. Add lemon 
juice and mix well before pouring into a large bowl. Strain the remaining 
two tins of mandarins, add to the bowl and leave to cool completely. 

 

To assemble: Unroll cooled Swiss rolls and spread with lemon curd. Roll 
again and slice one into 2.5cm slices, placing upright around the bottom 
edge of the trifle dish so the swirl is visible. Slice 2nd Swiss roll into thick 
pieces and fill the bottom of the dish, ensuring the tops are roughly the 
same level as the edging slices. Use off-cuts to fill any gaps. 
Pour St Clement’s jelly over Swiss roll layer and place in fridge to set for 
approximately 3 hours. Once set, pour over custard, then arrange a single 
layer of amaretti biscuits, keeping a few back for the top. Pour over the 
coulis.  Whip double cream until soft peaks form, then spoon it over coulis.  
Decorate with crumbled amaretti biscuits and chocolate bark shards.   
 

Full recipe: www.bbc.co.uk/food/recipes/lemon_swiss_roll_and_42467 

WHO’S WHO IN HILLTOP HISTORY? 

As we look back over 70 years of the Queen’s reign, we think of some of those, 
who, although no longer with us, are well remembered in our villages.  This 
month, in the first WHO’S WHO IN HILLTOP HISTORY feature, we remind 

you of Reverend Tom Gainey. 
 

Rev. Gainey came to Eastcombe as vicar in the early 
1960s with his wife, Winnie, a midwife and district 
nurse.  Prior to his ordination, Rev. Gainey was  
gardener to the show jumper, Pat Smythe.   
 

Rev. Gainey loved Eastcombe and enjoyed meeting resi-
dents out and about and at The Lamb Inn.  Sometimes, he even held services in the 
pub - his daughter, Bridget West, remembers him saying, "If they can’t come to 
Church, I’ll bring it to them!"  

 

Rev. Gainey loved rugby and cricket and was an active member of Eastcombe 
Cricket Club.  He officiated at many village occasions, including baptisms and 
weddings, and is fondly remembered by many as 'a lovely man.'  One of his 
friends was Dr Crouch, with whom he shared a tipple now and then.  Rev. Gainey 
was a country man who enjoyed spending time with his family - his daughter 
Bridget remembers happy afternoons spent at Miserden looking for buzzards. 
 

After leaving Eastcombe, Rev. Gainey and Winnie moved to Saul, then to Framp-
ton on Severn.  He died in 1993 and is buried at Frampton with Winnie and their 
daughter, Mary.  A bench at Frampton Cricket Club is dedicated to his memory. 

 

With grateful thanks to Bridget West 
 

Eastcombe children's party c.1964, 
Rev. Tom Gainey back centre 

Eastcombe Cricket Club c.1965.  
Rev. Gainey on left 

BROWNSHILL  
CHILDREN’S ART  

EXHIBITION 

 

The organisers of the Art in 
Brownshill Exhibition, to be 
held in July, are also holding a 
children’s art competition in 
the run up to the main  
exhibition.  
 

Entries are invited from  
Brownshill children up to 18 
years old.  These can be on 
any theme and in any medium.  
 

Entries must be on A5  
Paper—we’d like to display as 
many as possible.  
 

Closing date: 30th June.  
Please deliver entries to The 
Knoll in Brownshill, GL6 8AS. 
 

Prizes will be awarded on  
Friday 15th July at the  
Exhibition’s Private View/pop 
up bar at St Mary of the  
Angel’s Church, St Mary’s Way, 
Brownshill.  

Winnie Gainey retired as district 
nurse in 1965 
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NAME THAT VIEW!   
How well do you know our villages?   
 

Last month’s photo showed the view from The 
Ridge, Bussage, looking across to Middle 

Lypiatt. 
 

June’s photo is once again taken in or around 
the 3 villages. 

 

Can you identify its location? 
 

The answer will be revealed in the July issue. 
 

WHAT’S ON in JUNE? 
 

1 June: Frith Community Café Jubilee 
Party, 10.15am-12 noon/Chalford Jubilee 
Tea Party, Parish Centre, 12-3pm 
2 June: Volunteers needed to decorate 
Eastcombe Green, 10am 
4 June: Eastcombe & Bismore Local  
History Exhibition, Eastcombe Primary 
School, 2-5pm 
5 June: Eastcombe Jubilee Celebrations 
12-5pm, Eastcombe green/The Lamb Inn 
5 June: Local History Exhibition, East-
combe Primary School, 10.30am-5pm 
8 June: EVG meeting, 8pm, Eastcombe 
Village Hall annex 
18 June: ChalCAN Community walk, 
10am, Chalford Sports & Social Club 
20 June: Deadline for contributions 
to July newsletter 
21 June: Screen on the Green: Death on 
the Nile, 7.30pm, Eastcombe Village Hall 
25-26 June: Wild Stroud Open Wildlife 
Gardens,2-5pm  
26 June: Nailsworth Transport Fair, 
10.30am-6.30pm, Nailsworth town centre 
30 June: Closing date for Brownshill 
Children’s Art Competition 

VILLAGE HISTORIES…  As we prepare to celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee, 
we look back at how Eastcombe marked the start of her reign: the Coronation in 1953. 
 

With more than a year between the death of George VI and the  
crowning of his daughter, Elizabeth, Coronation Day was planned to 
the last detail.  Fundraising events in towns and villages ensured that 
no expense would need to be spared, while school children created 
scrapbooks of press cuttings and royal information.  On the hilltop, pa-
rades, one led by the Chalford Silver Band, Coronation teas and street 
parties were planned, with churches floodlit.  School children were 
given a commemorative mug and Coronation items such as  

pencils and ribbons went on sale. 
 

However, the weather was not kind: 2nd 
June 1953 was an atrocious day in the 
middle of a spell of bad weather.  May 
had been beautiful, with weeks of warm 
sunshine - eight days before Coronation 
Day the temperature soared to 31.7°C 
in London.  However, the following day 
saw a cold front bring thundery showers and a sharp drop in temperature, and, 
from then until the middle of June the British Isles lay under a cool, northerly 
airflow.  June 2nd was a miserable, November-like day in London, with dull 
skies, a chill wind and sporadic outbreaks of rain during the morning, the  
temperature climbing no higher 
than 12°C - several degrees 

lower than on the Queen's wedding day in November, six 
years before! 
 

On the day, families, neighbours and friends crowded around 
scarce television sets, some bought specially for the occasion.  
The weather in some places was so bad that events had to 
be cancelled, but most went ahead in our villages, although 
some remember wishing they could stay home by the fire!  
Local children attended Coronation teas at their schools, 
while a tower from which a semaphore message was to be 
sent had to built indoors, due to the weather, meaning that 
the person at the top was brushing against the ceiling! 
 

Do you have a local history story?  If so, we’d love to hear it!  
Please send it to eastcombenewsletter@btinternet.com 

Could you contribute to 
the next newsletter?   

 

• An item of news* 
• An update from your local group* 
(*max 300 words)  

 

Please send to:  
eastcombenewsletter@btinternet.com  

by noon on 20th June.  

Saturday 4th June  
2-5pm &  

Sunday 5th June 
10.30am-5pm 

Eastcombe Ladies Coronation 
Football Team, 1953 

Coronation Service on Eastcombe Green, 1953 


