
  

Happy New Year! 
 

Everyone is welcome to contribute to the newsletter.  Please send your news, updates and photos to: 
eastcombenewsletter@btinternet.com by the 20th of each month. 
 

You can read the newsletter online at www.bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk/ and www.chalford-glos.gov.uk/.  You 
can also opt to receive the newsletter FREE by email each month: contact eastcombebandbnews@gmail.com 
to be added to the circulation list.   
 

Printed copies of the newsletter are available to buy at 60p per copy (to cover printing costs) from  
Eastcombe Post Office, The Ram Inn, Frith Community Café, Head First Hair & Beauty and Chalford Parish 
Centre.  It is also available to read at The Lamb Inn, Eastcombe. 
 

We hope you enjoy the first issue of 2022. 

60p 
FREE Digitally!  

THE KING’S SPEECH 
Christmas, 1939, and Britain was at war with Nazi 
Germany. Like his father before him, King George 
VI continued the tradition of addressing the  
British Empire in a live radio message.  
 

George VI was not a man comfortable with public 
speaking—his struggle to overcome a stutter was 
immortalized in the 2011 award-winning film, ‘The 
King’s Speech.’ Nevertheless, this unlikely monarch 
would rise to the occasion at a time of great national 
trouble.  Addressing the nation, he spoke from the 
heart: 
 

“A new year is at hand. We cannot tell what it will 
bring. If it brings peace, how thankful we shall all be. 
If it brings us continued struggle, we shall remain un-
daunted.” 
 

At the end of the nine minute broadcast, he read from 
a poem given to him by his 13-year-old daugh-
ter, Princess Elizabeth: 
 

“I said to the man who stood at the Gate of the Year, 
‘Give me a light that I may tread safely into the unknown.’ 

And he replied, ‘Go out into the darkness, and put your hand into the 
Hand of God. 

That shall be better than light, and safer than a known way.’" 
 

The speech was a landmark. It united king and country and inspired the 
people to hold fast. Britain was to face five more years of war, but the 
leadership of the King, Queen and Prime Minister Winston Churchill helped 
to hold Britain steady through the difficult years. 

EASTCOMBE SNOW TEAM: Can You Help? 
 

As the wintry weather approaches (by the time you read this it may already be here!), Mike 
Dorey of Eastcombe Stores invites you to be part of a Snow Team of villagers, willing to be 
on 'stand-by' to help in the event of bad weather. 
 

Eastcombe Stores is no longer on a route covered by the County Council for road grit-
ting.  This puts not only the shop (and its customers) at a disadvantage, but other local 
businesses such as The Lamb Inn, Head First Hair and Beauty Salon.  It is also of great 
concern that emergency vehicles might struggle to access properties in snow. 
 

In previous years, a few individuals have done a lot of work to help clear roads.  Mike is 
now proposing a larger team of people who would be prepared to be on 
‘standby' (possibly via a WhatsApp group) ready to spring into action in the event of a 
heavy snow fall.  The task of clearing snow is far easier with a larger group! 
 

We have a new 'Snow Warden' - Louie Wilkes from Bismore, who thankfully ensures all grit bins are full.  She 
is also in the process of liaising with the council over drainage and pothole issues.  
 

Thank you to those who have already volunteered to be part of the snow team.  If you feel you would also 
be able to help, please contact Mike: mikeidorey@btinternet.com.   

LONGFIELD  
CHRISTMAS TREE  
RECYCLING 

 

There’s still time to 
register your Christmas 
tree for recycling, and 
help support Longfield 
Community Hospice, in Minchin-
hampton, in the process.  
 

For a donation, local volunteers 
will collect your tree as the fes-
tivities draw to a close, and take 
it to be recycled.   
 

To book your tree collection, 
visit www.just-
helping.org.uk/register-tree 
and make a suggested do-
nation of £10 or more. 
 

Registration will close on 
Monday 3rd January 2022, 
with trees collected 9th–11th 
January 2022. 
 

If you are able to help with the 
collecting of the trees, Longfield 
would be delighted to hear from 
you—please contact 01483 886 
868 or Claire.ellis@longfield.org.uk 
 

Follow us on Facebook! 
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Bisley-with-Lypiatt Parish Council News: Eastcombe Ward 
https://bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk/  Parish Clerk: 01452 771089/email admin@bisley-with-lypiatt.gov.uk. 
 

Next Meeting: The next meeting will be held on January 12th, 2022, starting at 7.30pm.  Agenda details 
will be posted on the Parish Notice Boards and website a few days in advance. 

What3Words: What Are You Waiting For?! 
 

Many of us have noticed the increased number of 
delivery vehicles on our local roads and lanes. Covid 
restrictions have led to a big rise in online shopping, 
with goods delivered to our doorsteps. 
 

However, this convenience can have a detrimental 
effect on the local environment. It is not unusual to 
come across delivery drivers unable to find addresses, having to 
reverse or turn in restricted lanes—and this is even more of a prob-
lem in the darker months.  Repeated delivery journeys also adds to 
environmental damage and contributes to climate change!  In addi-
tion, failure to find an address could have serious consequences if 
there is an urgent need for the emergency services.  
 

What can we do?  An easy way is to use what3words when order-
ing items or requesting emergency support.  What3words is an app 
that provides a unique identifier for a specific location - every 3 me-
tre square generates its own letter string. The app is free to 
download and easy to use. Once you know your location's 3 word 
address, you can use it whenever you order items or request emer-
gency support, and, by encouraging suppliers to also use this sys-
tem, there should be fewer unnecessary 'white van miles' on our 
local roads and lanes. 
 

A Little Quiz!  Can you identify these locations from their unique 
3 words?  Answers below. 
 

tigers.swarm.unusable 
evenly.moderated.bloom 
claw.bandaged.parsnips 

Recycle Your Christmas 
Cards— & Support Cobalt! 
 

There’s still time to  
recycle your Christmas 
cards—helping to raise 
money for Cobalt at the 
same time. 
 

Look out for the labelled con-
tainer outside Eastcombe Village 
Hall from New Year until 9th 
January for you to donate your 
used cards.   
 

Please leave your cards intact—
i.e. don’t cut the back off!  They will 
be made into new cards to raise 
funds for Cobalt.    
 

Cobalt’s current appeal is to purchase 
the very latest digital PET/CT tech-
nology, which will support NHS pa-
tients throughout Gloucestershire, 
Herefordshire and Worcestershire. 
Find out more about the appeal here: 
www.cobalthealth.co.uk/support-us/ 
 

The Cobalt 2022 calendar, with stun-
ning images, is still available.  Visit: 
www.cobalthealth.co.uk/cobalt-
calendar-2022/ 

EDITOR REVIEW: the Eastcombe, Bussage & Brownshill newsletter so far… 
 

A big THANK YOU for your support over the last nine months.  More than 300 subscribers now receive the 
newsletter free on email each month, ranging from locals to friends and family across the world.  We also 
print a limited number of newsletters for those not online - or who prefer a paper copy. 
 

How did the newsletter come about?  When the previous newsletter ceased publication during the 
first lockdown after 54 years of sterling service by Beryl Freebury, supported by Ann Gardiner, there was a 
period where no newsletter was produced.  In the spring of 2021, Chris Sissons mooted the idea of a new 
newsletter to the Eastcombe Village Group, but nobody came forward to take it on.  When approached, my 
answer was also 'no' - I thought I wouldn't have time.  However, with one of us doing the admin, the other 
the editing, and (hopefully) a few people to help with the logistics, we decided that it might be possible.  
The idea was to give it a try and see how things went.  Nine months later it's still going! 
 

Like the previous newsletter, the new publication focuses on the villages of Eastcombe, Bussage and Brown-
shill, but we're happy to include items from across all hilltop parishes, subject to space. 
 

The newsletter is a not-for-profit community publication, produced by volunteers and free in its 
digital form.  Grants were secured from both Chalford and Bisley-with-Lypiatt Parish Councils, 
and these subsidise printing costs, helping to keep the cost of each paper copy low and allow-
ing the newsletters to be partly printed in colour. 
 

Thank you to those who have helped to date, notably Chris and Scott Sissons, who take 
charge of the admin and make sure the newsletter is sent out each month, and Gerry 
Moutrey, who collects the newsletters from the printer in Cirencester, refusing even petrol 
costs.  Other people have also been a great help: Alex and Carol Lambert supply the newslet-
ter with delicious recipes for the monthly 'Cookery Corner,’ updates on the village hall and 
details of showings at the Screen on the Green, while Pete Westley has allowed us to share 
some of his fantastic historical sketches.  Local organisations provide regular updates, while 
readers contribute book reviews and articles on a wide variety of interesting topics.  Thank 
you, all. 
 

Going forward, it would be great to have more regular contributors - maybe nature notes, book 
reviews or gardening tips?  Or perhaps you have a better idea?  Contributions needn't be every 
month, but regular input helps to strengthen the backbone of the newsletter (and means the 
editor doesn't have to make too much up!).  In addition, we are also always on the look out for 
individuals willing to tell us a bit about themselves for the regular 'Who's Who on the Hilltop?' article. 
 

Please share the newsletter with anyone you think might not have heard about it.  Back copies can also be 
requested (contact eastcombebandbnews@gmail.com), while some leftover paper copies may also be avail-
able - please ask if you would like one. 
 

The newsletter team wish you a very happy 2022.  
 

Michele Calverley, Editor, December 2021 

Answer: 
 The Lamb Inn 
The Eastcombe Defibrillator 
Eastcombe Village Hall 
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CHALFORD PARISH COUNCIL NEWSLETTER – JANUARY 2022: 
01453 887204 or info@chalford-glos.gov.uk.      www.chalford-glos.gov.uk or follow us on Facebook. 
 

Precept – we have agreed the funding we require from Stroud District Council 
for the 2022/23 year.  This amounts to £192,005, a 12.27% increase over last 
year.  In monetary terms it is an increase of £7.59 per annum (15p a week) for a 
Band D property. The largest increases are due to our efforts to assist with im-
proved biodiversity through an investment in new mowing equipment and more 
contract labour to ensure an improved mowing regime.  In addition, we continue 
to invest in the maintenance of recreation grounds and update equipment.  We 
have also increased the Community Youth Services reserve by £18,000 to con-
tinue our support of the Frith Youth Centre.   
 

A reminder of what we have at the Parish Centre: a freezer full of nutritious meals, a book swap, 
walks books, the Return to War history book, Chalford Heritage Trail booklet and much more.  In addition, 
Thomas Keble students are running a campaign to end food poverty, so please bring in your donations of 
dry food during office opening hours.  And don’t forget we have a recycling bin for your terracycling: 
Pringle tins, crisp packets, pens and much more.  Pet food pouches and coffee products are no longer ac-
cepted.   
 

We now have 2 Electric Vehicle Charge Points – in the bays either side of the Parish Centre’s front 
door.  To use, you will need to download the PEV PRO APP.  The charge is 25p/kWh.   Please be consid-
erate to other users and remove your vehicle once charged.  Thank you. 
 

Councillor Vacancies – we currently have two vacancies for the Bussage Ward.  Interested in finding out 
what it entails?  If so, contact Christine on 01453 887204 for a chat.   
 

Footpaths: The Parish Footpath Volunteers hope you’ve made good use of local footpaths over Christmas 
and wish everyone good walking in 2022. 
 

Allotments: all plots have now been allocated so all sites are currently full.  If you are thinking of taking 
on an allotment and would like to be added to a waiting list, contact kate@chalford-glos.gov.uk   There is 
also an enormous pile of stones at our Middle Hill site.  If anyone wants any stone, please take it.    
 

Why Not Come Along to a Meeting? - There is no meeting in January. Our next Full Council Meeting 
will be held on Thursday, 3 February at 7.00 pm. Please contact the Clerk beforehand to find out where the 
meeting will be held and to let her know if you would like to attend, particularly if you wish to speak, so 
that she can make time for your issue on the agenda, using the contact details above.  You can also follow 
us on Facebook:   (www.facebook.com/Chalford-Parish-Council-209538672417748) 

WHAT’S IN A MONTH?  The History of JANUARY 
 

January is named after the god Janus.  In ancient  
Roman religion and myth, Janus was the god of be-
ginnings, the 'spirit of the opening' and of 'the jour-
ney,' who presided over the gate to the new year.  
Janus is usually depicted as having two faces, one 
looking backwards into the old year and the other 
forwards into the new one.  This symbolism links to 
January, which brings new opportunities as we cast 
out the old and welcome in the new.  It is also the 
time when many reflect on the previous year and 
resolve to improve some aspect of their life.  At this 
time of year, Romans looked for forgiveness from 
their enemies and exchanged gifts.  Janus was also be-
lieved to preside over the beginning and ending of conflict, 
and so war and peace. 
 

However, it wasn't always so.  In the earliest Roman calen-
dars there was no month of January or February at all. 
Then, the calendar had only ten months and the new year 
started on 1 March. To the Romans, ten was a very impor-
tant number. Even when January (or Januarius, as the Ro-
mans called it) was added, the New Year continued to start 
in March until 46 B.C, when Julius Caesar introduced the 
Julian calendar and made January 1 the first day of the 
year. 
 

The Anglo-Saxons called the first month Wolf monath because wolves came 
into the villages in winter in search of food.  It was an old Saxon belief that 
2nd January was one of the unluckiest days of the whole year.  
 

St Hilary's feast day on 13th January has gained the reputation of being the 
coldest day of the year. One of the most severe winters in history began 
around 13th January in 1205, when the Thames in London froze over and 
ale and wine turned to solid ice and were sold by weight. 
 

January 20th is the Eve of St Agnes.  An old tradition has it that girls wish-
ing to dream of their future husbands perform certain rituals on this night 
before going to bed.  St Agnes's Eve is also the title of one of Keats's  
poems. 

Eastcombe  
Christmas Tree 

Decorations 
 

Thank you to those who 
helped to decorate the tree 
on Eastcombe Green during 
December.  The tree will be 
taken down on 3rd January 
2022, so, if you would like 

your decorations back, 
please remove it by that 

date. 
 

Thank you. 

Winter Wise 

Walk fast in snow, in 
frost walk slow, 

And still as you go, 
tread on your toe; 

When frost and snow 
are both together, 
Sit by the fire, and 
spare shoe leather! 

 

Traditional 
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Eastcombe Baptist Church 
 

Services: every Sunday morning at 10:30am at 
Eastcombe Baptist church in Dr Crouch’s Road, 
Eastcombe. 

St Michael’s & All Angels, Bussage 
 

Services continue to be held in person and visitors are 
welcome. However, please bring a face mask with you.  
 

Services for this month are: 
 

January 9th - Bussage (Holy Communion) at 9.30am  
January 16th - Bussage (Morning Prayer*) at 9.30am 
January 23rd - Bussage (Holy Communion) at 
9.30am 
 

*Morning Prayer is a simpler, lighter & shorter service.  
 

On the other Sundays there are services in different 
parts of the Benefice. Please 
visit www.bisleybenefice.org.uk for more details. 
 

Weddings, funerals and baptisms can now go ahead as 
normal.   
 

For more details, why not sign up to our mailing list? 
 

Email: pewslipsbisley@hotmail.com or Revd Sue 
Murray  vicar@bisleybenefice.org.uk 
 

VACANCY: THE HILLTOP SINGERS NEED A CHOIR LEADER 
 

The Hilltop Singers are a group of people who enjoy singing together. We sing 
a variety of songs - sea shanties, songs from the shows and folk songs. 
 

We are not a high brow group of singers but we have hidden potential!  We 
have held concerts in Eastcombe, joining together with the Hilltop Band.  We 
have also had the opportunity to entertain in care homes for the elderly and 
the Friday Club Christmas party. 
 

It would be sad to disband at this time and we would welcome a new leader 
to take us on! 
 

Full details can be obtained from Beryl Freebury on 01452 770589 or David  
McDonald on 07598 705128. 
 

 

Manor Farm Badminton Club 
 

We are a small group of mature 
badminton players that meet in 
Thomas Keble Sports Hall most 
Wednesday evenings, 7-9pm.  
 

We play to a reasonable stan-
dard in a sociable manner. We 
are looking for 2 or 3 people to 
come and join us. 
 

If you can play badminton and 
think you would fit in, you are 
welcome to come along one Wednesday evening 
to observe and talk with us.  
 

Alternatively, please contact Gerry on 01452 
770207 for more details.  

Poster created by Thomas Keble GCSE Citizenship students 
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Eastcombe WI: Update 

 

There was no specific meeting in December 
as it was ‘party’ time and we were all look-
ing forward to putting on our glad rags and 
travelling by coach to Birdlip for the Christ-
mas Meal at The George.  
 

Our next meeting will be on Tuesday 18th 
January at 7.15pm when, after the official 
business is completed, Robert Bryant will be 
talking about The Natural World of  
Gloucestershire. 
 

We are a very friendly group of women who 
enjoy friendships, good speakers and out-
ings (COVID allowing).  
 

We meet every third Tuesday of the month 
at Eastcombe Village Hall, starting at 7.15 
where everyone is welcome. Most meetings 
are also open to visitors for a small fee. Our 
group activities include craft, scrabble and 
book club.  
 

If you would like more information please 
contact the Secretary, Glenys Sharpe, on 
01453 886298  

Eastcombe Village Group: January Update 
 

Thank you to everyone who came to the lighting of the Vil-
lage Christmas tree on Eastcombe Green on Monday 6 De-
cember. Thanks also to those who helped – Rob Gardiner 
and his team who erected the tree, Mike and Debbie for pro-
viding power to the lights from the shop, Mike and Sarah for 
switching on the lights and providing a festive atmosphere, 
mulled wine and cider, as well as excellent mince pies at the 
Lamb Inn afterwards.  A big thank you too to the Hilltop 
band for the festive music.  
 

We are hoping that the Whisky Tasting on Saturday 
15th January, 7pm, at Eastcombe Village Hall will 
be able to proceed. A good number of tickets have 
been sold (remaining tickets will be on sale at 
Eastcombe Stores until 3rd January 2022) but we 
do need to ensure the event is safe and conforms 
to any new Covid-19 requirements in response to 
the Omicron variant.  
If it is necessary to postpone the event we will hold it later in 
2022.  For those of you who have already bought a ticket, it 
is important that you ‘register’ as described on the sheet at-
tached to the ticket. When we have your contact details we 
can keep you informed in case of postponing. Thank you. 
 

We are looking forward to the fun Village Quiz on Sat-
urday 5 February, 7.30pm at Eastcombe village 
hall.  Scott Sissons will be setting the questions and a 
ploughman’s supper will be served.  Cost: £6 
per person (to include supper - but please 
bring your own drinks) and teams up to 6 are 
allowed.  Tickets will go on sale at Eastcombe 
Stores in January.  See poster for more details. 
 

We ensure that we adhere to the current regulations for all 
events. Further information will be sent to those on the East-
combe Village Group mailing list - if you would like to know 
more, please sign up, or contact Peter Scott (details below). 
 

At our meeting in November we discussed future events. 
More details will follow in 2022 about:  
 

• a Village Meal on a Saturday evening at the Lamb Inn, 
Eastcombe. 

• a possible Art Trail or Open Studio sometime in 2022 - 
this is currently at the discussion stage. 

• a Jubilee Celebration Lunch on Sunday 5 June in co-
operation with Mike and Sarah at the Lamb Inn.  We 
have formed a committee to organise this. 

 

If you have any suggestions and ideas about these or any 
other events, or would like to be involved, please contact 
Peter Scott, using the email address below. 
 

Our next meeting is scheduled for Monday 31 January at 
8pm in the Village Hall annex 
 

To stay informed, please make sure your email is on the EVG 
mailing list by sending details to Chris Sissons on  
csissons52@gmail.com.  Please also pass these details to 
any newcomers in Eastcombe. 
 

Wishing you all a happy and safe 2022.  
 

Peter Scott: peterhscott@btinternet.com 

Going GREENER in 2022 
 

This month sees the launch of a 
monthly ‘Going Greener’  

feature. 
 

With January a great time for new 
resolutions—here’s ONE way you 

can get the new year off to a 
greener start: 

 

INSULATE & DRAUGHT 
PROOF YOUR HOME 

 

January is often 
one of the coldest 

months of the year, 
and homes that 
aren’t well insu-
lated are much 
harder to keep 

warm, as well as, 
later in the year, 

keep cool when the weather is hot.  
Insulating and draught proofing your home 

is probably the best thing you can do to 
stay toasty this winter—and help the 

planet.  
 

For more information, visit 
www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/energy-at-

home/reducing-home-heat-loss/ 
 

You may even be eligible for an energy 
grant—visit www.gov.uk/improve-energy-

efficiency to find out more. 
 

BisCAN wishes you a happy & 
green 2022! 

 

Bisley, Oakridge & 
Eastcombe Climate 

Action Network  
 
 
 
 

SAVE THE DATE! 
 

An evening in aid of the charity 
Erin's Wish will be held on Saturday, 
January 29th, from 8pm, at the 
Lamb Inn, Eastcombe.  
 

Come along and enjoy entertain-
ment and a buffet supper.   
 

For further information, look out for updates on social media 
or contact Emma Taylor on 07800 605072 or 
et300472@hotmail.com. 
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SCREEN ON THE GREEN 

 

The Courier (2020) 
 

Starring: Rachel  
Brosnahan, Benedict  
Cumberbatch 
 

Director: Dominic Cooke 
 

The Courier' is a true-life 
spy thriller, which tells the 
story of an unassuming 
British businessman who 
becomes unwittingly in-
volved in one of the great-
est international conflicts 
in history. Forming an 
unlikely partnership with a Soviet officer, who 
is hoping to prevent a nuclear confrontation, 
the two men work together to provide the cru-
cial intelligence used to defuse the Cuban Mis-
sile Crisis. 
 

Venue:   Eastcombe Village Hall 
Date:   Saturday 22nd January     
Time:   Doors open 7pm 
    Film starts 7.30pm 
 

Admission: £3.50 per person 
 

Selection of Ice Creams £1.50 each 
 

Eastcombe Footpath Group News 
 

The Footpath Group formed in April 2021 and met regu-
larly over the spring and summer months, clearing foot-
paths of brambles, nettles and general overgrowth.  We 
also worked to remove substantial amounts of Himala-
yan Balsam from the upper Toadsmoor Valley.  
 

In the autumn, we obtained funding for a major project, 
allowing us to build steps and a handrail at the base of 
the path leading from the bottom of Fidges Lane, East-
combe, up towards Copsegrove Farm.  
 

The next stage will be to put in 
a kissing gate further up the 
path.  It has always been very 
muddy at this point, and the 
precarious stiles currently in 
place are difficult to negotiate. 
We will be changing the route of 
the path to meet the track com-
ing down the hill from the Cop-
segrove fields. 
 

Our merry band of volunteers have 
enjoyed working on this latest pro-
ject, which will make a big difference 
to walkers.  The cost of materials 
was met by a grant from Stroud Ro-
tary Club.  We have also applied for a grant from the 
Ramblers charitable holiday fund, which should pay for 
the kissing gate.  
 

If you are interested in lending a hand one morning, 
please contact Scott on sissonsscott@gmail.com.  The 
footpath group usually meet on alternate Wednesdays. 

FEED THE BIRDS! 
We can all struggle when the weather gets cold, and our wildlife friends are very vulnerable to 
extremes.  The ground may be too hard to dig for worms, and insects and grubs stay well-
hidden in thick vegetation, with the short amount of daylight limiting foraging time. Small birds 
are especially at risk as they have a large surface area and comparably small volume, so they 
lose heat quickly and need to eat a lot of food to replace the energy lost.   
 

To thrive, birds need three basics: food, water and shelter - if you can provide at least one of 
these, your garden will be attractive to birds.  Feeding the birds also gives you entertainment.  
Put out food, sit back and watch the drama unfold. 
 

What should you put out?  Seeds and grains, unsalted peanuts (and unsalted peanut butter!), cooked 
pasta, rice or boiled potatoes, cheese (go for a mild variety, and check the salt content), raw unsalted bacon 
rind, fat pellets or suet balls (these attract a wide range of species and provide a boost of calories), meal-
worms, bread crumbs or leftover pastry and *dried fruits are all popular.  Avoid putting out stale or mouldy 
bread—this is low in nutrition and the mould may be harmful. 
 

What likes what?  Robins love mealworms, suet balls and cheese, while Blue Tits love (unsalted) peanuts, 
mealworms and sunflower seeds.  Blackbirds love tinned dog food(!), sultanas and rolled oats. 
 

The feeder you choose to use will also determine the species you attract—for example, Chaffinches will fre-
quent ground feeders and bird tables, whilst Goldfinches like a hanging feeder. 
 

Keep it up:  Once you start feeding birds, they will get into the habit of visiting your restaurant, so feed 
regularly, all year round.  Ideally, feed high-fat foods in autumn/winter and high protein foods in spring. 
 

Think ahead: In the long term, you can help birds by what you plant - if your garden bears fruit, berries, 
hips and seeds it will be a larder for birds, particularly in late summer and autumn. Holly, 
hawthorn, ivy, honeysuckle and dogwood also provide tasty treats and insects.  Don’t use 
pesticides - give the birds the opportunity to control the ‘pests’ for you. 
 

Drink, anyone?  Fresh, clean water is essential for birds, so keep them supplied.  Also, 
many birds die each year through disease, so it's important to clean water and food contain-
ers regularly. Water is also important for bathing - try to put out a bird bath along with 
your feeders if you can, and keep the water clean. 
 
 

*Note:  Only put out what gets eaten so as not to attract unwanted guests.  Also, if you 
have dogs, be careful with grapes and dried fruit, as they are toxic to dogs. 
 

Provide Shelter:  Finally, you can encourage birds to your garden by providing a safe 
place for them to roost. Hedges and trees provide natural shelter, with foliage camouflag-
ing roosts and reducing the risk of other animals, domestic or wild, disturbing them. You 
can also add a bird box, but it doesn't have to be anything fancy - robins have been 
known to build a nest in an old boot! 
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CAROL’S COOKERY CORNER!   
Carol’s recipe for January is 
SAUSAGE CASSEROLE 

 

This all-in-one dish serves 4 and is surprisingly light in calories!  
If you wish, it can be served with garlic bread. 
 

INGREDIENTS: 
 

6 pork sausages  
2 teaspoons vegetable oil  
4 frankfurter sausages 
2 red peppers 
1 yellow pepper 
2 large onions 
2 garlic cloves  
1 x 400g canned tomatoes 
2 tablespoons tomato purée  
1/4 to 1/2 teaspoon chilli 
flakes.  
1 teaspoon dried mixed herbs 
or fresh equivalent 
1 tablespoon balsamic vinegar  
400g can of chick peas 
 

METHOD: 
 

1. You will need a medium sized casserole dish. Preheat the 
oven to 170 degrees (fan 160 degrees), gas mark 4.  

2. Fry the sausages in the oil for 10 minutes until partially 
cooked. Cut the sausages into thirds and place in the casse-
role. 

3. Finely cut up the onions, garlic and peppers and fry until 
softened. Place in the casserole dish. 

4. Stir in the tomato purée, chilli flakes, canned tomatoes, 
herbs and balsamic vinegar. 

5. Season and place in the oven for 60 minutes with the lid on. 
Stir once. 

6. Cut the frankfurter sausages into small lengths and add to 
the casserole, along with the drained chick peas. 

7. Cook for another 20 minutes. Check the consistency. If too 
runny, cook for a further 5 minutes without the lid.  Stir.  

8. Serve and enjoy! 

WHO’S WHO ON THE HILLTOP?  We asked the Frith Youth Centre team… 
 

Liam, James and Lucinda make up the new staff team, who have been running the Frith Youth Centre, in 
Bussage, since July 2021. The Centre runs open access sessions which are free to attend, aimed at any 
young person in school years 6-13. We aim to assist young people with their social, physical, intellectual and 
emotional development through a wide range of positive activities. 
 

Liam has been a youth worker since 2010, and has been managing youth centres since 2018. He graduated 
with 1st class BA (hons) Youth Work in 2019 and has been working as a fully qualified youth leader since. 
Liam’s interests and skills include DJing/scratching and skateboarding.  
 

James is a Level 3 qualified Youth Worker who has been practising since 2015. He has worked on 121, 
open-access & gender based projects and with young people seeking asylum in the UK, Greece & Kurdistan. 
James is a musician, with photography and bicycle maintenance skills. 
 

Lucinda has a background in permaculture and activism, and is currently an outdoor education practitioner 
as part of a forest school. Her interests include makeup, art & literature. 
 

If you are a young person or have a young person who would be in-
terested in attending the sessions, then please come along in the 
new year! We reopen from Monday January 10th and our session 
times are as follows: 
 

Monday:          3.30pm-5.30pm (School year 6’s-8’s)  
                   5.30pm-7.30pm (School year 9’s- 13’s) 
Thursday:  3.30pm-5.30pm (School year 6’s-8’s)  
                   5.30pm-7.30pm (School year 9’s- 13’s) 
Friday:           3.30pm-6.30pm (School year 6’s- 13’s) 
 

Frith Youth Centre is situated opposite the skate park on Bussage 
playing field, and, besides running youth sessions, the Youth Centre 
is available for hire for private functions, activities and groups. If you 
would like information on this or have any questions about the youth 
sessions, please visit www.frithyouthcentre.org  
 

 
 

The Hilltop Notice Board 
Facebook Group 

 

As you may be aware, the Facebook 
group Bussage, Chalford & Eastcombe 
Notice Board stopped working in 2021 
after a security breach.  However, there 
is now a new local group to join. 
 

The Hilltop Notice Board is a news, 
information and chat group for local resi-
dents (or people with connections to the 
area) where members can share news, 
events and pictures that may be of help 
to the community.    
 

Find it by searching for The Hilltop Notice 
Board or by clicking: www.facebook.com/
groups/299649785279808 
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NAME THAT VIEW!   
How well do you know our villages?   

 

Last month’s image showed the 
amazing Christmas lights at The 

Old Common, Bussage!  
 

January’s photo is once again 
taken in or around the 3 villages. 

 

Can you identify its  
location?  

 

The answer will be revealed in 
the February issue. 

 

What’s on in January? 

1-9 Jan: Cobalt Christmas card recy-
cling container, Eastcombe Village Hall 
3 Jan: Registration for Longfield 
Christmas tree collection closes/
Eastcombe Christmas tree taken down 
(please collect decorations by this 
date) 
9-11 Jan: Christmas trees collected 
by Longfield 
12 Jan: Bisley-with-Lypiatt PC Meet-
ing, 7.30pm 
15 Jan: Whisky Tasting evening, 7pm, 
Eastcombe Village Hall 
18 Jan: WI meeting, 7.15pm 
20 Jan: Deadline for contributions 
to February newsletter 
22 Jan: Screen on the Green shows 
‘The Courier’, 7.30pm 
29 Jan: Erin’s Wish charity event at 
The Lamb Inn, 8pm 
31 Jan: Eastcombe Village Group 
meeting, 8pm, Eastcombe Village Hall 
annex 

SKETCHING IN THE PAST… 

Eastcombe artist, Pete Westley, has produced a series of illustrations 
of Eastcombe, Bussage and Brownshill as they once were.  Each 
month, we share some of these with you, along with their stories. 

This month, we look at the north eastern  
part of Wells Road, Eastcombe. 
 

Parts of Eastcombe are built on a seam of fuller's earth, which 
has caused problems to the village at various times in its his-
tory. The rivulet which runs from the spring or ‘spout’ on Wells 
Road makes its course through the fuller's earth of the east 
combe which gives the village its name (although some believe 
that 'Iscombe' or 'Esscombe' actually derives from ash combe) 
down to Bismore below, where it joins the Toadsmoor brook.  It 
carries the fuller’s earth with it, so that the lakes at Toadsmoor 
silt up over time and the untended land grows boggy.  This fullers earth is the  
reason why no cottages survive on the downhill side of Wells Road—Mount Pleasant 
Cottage is the exception, probably because it was built on a spur of rock. However, 
the fuller's earth was essential in the preparation of fleeces, and therefore vital to 
the woollen industry which gave so much employment in the area.  
 

When an old studio, Badgers Brook in Bismore, was demolished with a view to building on 
the site, Dr Shelley (who lived in Fairview, about 100 yards further down) was asked why he 
was taking such a close interest in the project.  He replied:'Because it may end up in my garden!'  It is not 
uncommon for earth to shift dramatically in the Stroud valleys.  The railing outside May Cottage/Lark Rise in 
Wells Road (close to where a path climbs up to The Street) marks the point where the road has sunk 4-5 feet 
in living memory, and modern sewer fractures in the nearby field have also caused problems in recent years.  
 

In the old days, Eastcombe suffered terribly from waterborne diseases.  Built like most 'squatter' villages near 
a spring, it became a village of wells.  Unfortunately the contents of the cottage privies found their way into 
the watercourses that fed the wells, with deadly results.  Eventually, the wells were filled in (sometimes lead-
ing to problems of subsidence under houses) and piped water was provided.  However, even then, things did 
not always run smoothly (pardon the pun) - residents of Bismore continued to find the occasional earthworm 
or fragment of soil in their baths when the old 1930s pipe in the field off Wells Road parted company with 
itself, due to the slipping earth.  In addition, the Kitlye cottages (towards the bottom of Fidges Lane, East-
combe) would, on occasion, lose their water supply totally, especially if others in the area happened to be 
running their washing machine and dishwasher at the same time! 

 

Could you contribute to 
the next newsletter?   

   Some suggestions: 
 

• An item of news* 
• An upcoming event* 
• An update about your group* 
 

    (*max 300 words)  
 

Please send to:  
eastcombenewsletter@btinternet.com  

by noon on 20th January.  

Main picture: Spring Hill Cottage & Little Cottages 
Left: Spring Cottage 

 

Reference: www.eastcombearchive.org.uk/ 

It is difficult to  photograph the 
same view today... 

The Spout, Wells Road 


