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Health and wellbeing

Operation Petitio

Operation Petitio One of the things that we have been able to do since the easing of HM
Government’s Lockdown Measures, is conduct joint patrols, socially distanced of course!
Please see photo!

Both Simon Jarvis and I had been requested to join police officers, PCSO’s, special
constables and an officer from P3 in “Operation Petitio” in Stroud Town Centre on
12/09/20. Which, remembering my GCSE in Latin translates to: “request” or “to beg.”

This Operation was aimed at engaging with vulnerable persons and the beggars in the
town centre, to ascertain what support these individuals need.

The police split into pairs and Simon and I split away together, to both engage with the
‘street people’ and also look into other issues within the town centre. This included loud
buskers that have been reported to me by local businesses, and keeping an eye open for
litter and dog fouling issues.

As well as this, we have been erecting public information notices, agreed by
Gloucestershire Highways, encouraging residents and visitors to help ‘Prevent the
Spread.’

It was definitely a very positive operation, aiming to help the vulnerable persons and trying
to connect them to various agencies and charities that could provide them with support.

If you see someone you believe to be homeless, we urge you to report them to StreetLink.
StreetLink exists to help end rough sleeping by enabling members of the public to connect
people sleeping rough with the local services that can support them. You can do this here:
https://www.streetlink.org.uk/ and P3 will then visit the person and start a conversation to
potentially improve that individual’s future.

Pete Tiley Neighbourhood Warden.

https://www.streetlink.org.uk/


Email: peter.tiley@stroud.gov.uk

Bon�re complaints are up – this is what you can
do to get rid of garden waste

Bonfire complaints are up – this is what you can do to get rid of garden waste

If you’re thinking of lighting a bonfire to help get your garden ready for autumn, Stroud
District Council’s Environmental Health team is asking you to think again.

Earlier this year we appealed to residents not to light bonfires when large numbers of
people were spending more time at home.

mailto:peter.tiley@stroud.gov.uk


“We are grateful to those who responded positively to that message”, said Dave Jackson,
Stroud District Council’s Environmental Protection Manager.

“However we’re still receiving a significant number of bonfire complaints which are 45%
up on this time last year, so we’re now re-issuing our appeal.

“With many people returning to the workplace, it’s easy to forget that many are still also
quarantining at home, including those with a positive test result.

“Coronavirus is a respiratory disease, and the smoke from bonfires will also cause real
problems for people with underlying health conditions such as asthma, bronchitis and
heart conditions.”

Instead of lighting a bonfire, there are a number of other ways to get rid of garden waste: -

Build a compost heap. A compost heap can be created by simply piling garden waste
into a corner of the garden and covering with something waterproof, allowing nature to
break it down over time. If you’d prefer to buy a ready-made compost bin, SDC residents
can buy them at a discount from www.getcomposting.com

Hire a shredder. Shredders make mulch from woody waste. Why not club together with
your neighbours and share the cost of the hire?

Take your waste to a Household Waste & Recycling Centre. HWRCs are now open.
Pyke Quarry near Horsley, run by Gloucestershire County Council, is open seven days a
week. To book a visit see https://www.gloucestershirerecycles.com/

While there are no laws against having a bonfire at home, there are laws if the smoke
emitted from them causes a serious nuisance.

In addition, it is commonly believed that bonfires are more acceptable after 6pm; however,
this is not the case and the lower evening temperatures often result in smoke not
dispersing and lingering during the night hours.

Simon Pickering, chair of Stroud District Council’s Environment Committee said:

“There’s simply no need to light a bonfire – it’s very unsociable, annoys your neighbours
and adds to climate change so please - just don’t do it.”

Read more information about bonfires
here: https://www.stroud.gov.uk/environment/environmental-health/pollution-and-
nuisance/bonfires-and-smoke-smoke-control

 

Press release first published: Friday, 18 September, 2020

https://www.stroud.gov.uk/environment/environmental-health/pollution-and-nuisance/bonfires-and-smoke-smoke-control


Environment

Development Control Committee

Call in procedure for DCC applications.

Resources

Youth Voice Update

As one year finally ends, the next slowly emerges. Whilst restrictions due to the pandemic
have played havoc with many services and organisations over the last six months, the
SDC Youth Work Team have continued to interact and support youth voice



representatives across the Stroud district.

Thankfully the National Youth Agency have been working closely with the government to
interpret the restrictions for the whole youth sector and have ascertained that respective
organisations can now be considered as delivering an essential service – a full
explanation is available at www.nya.org.uk

Over the summer, the SDC Youth Work Team welcomed new Youth Work Officer, Seb
Williams (pictured with Steve and Jemma).

Online and video group chats with youth voice representatives are now evolving into
(socially distanced) face-to-face meetings in the community for some, where possible.

The rescheduling of events, activities and meetings has begun - most recent was the
Annual Review event for Stroud District Youth Council. Normally held in March, this event
signals the end of the year (albeit six months late). It was held out-doors in the grounds of
Kingshill House, Dursley in mid-September. A large marquee on site with a covid capacity
of 18, intended as cover if the weather turned wet, gave shade from the hot sun.

SDYC members reflected on the impact of 18 months work carried out by them and those
not able to be present. Achievements were noted and some new issues to be tackled
were suggested - alongside evolving current projects and campaigns, for the remainder of
the 2020/21 year.

The SDYC Annual General Meeting is now being prepared – this will include
announcement of results for the online elections regarding new youth council officers and
leaders. The agreement of a revised Manifesto containing statements of intent on a wide
range of matters, is also planned.

Meanwhile, despite the anxiety and huge challenges stacking up for young people
regarding their education or employment, the energy and enthusiasm in our local youth
forum groups is inspiring.

Youth voice representatives are still wanting to make a positive difference to their
community. The re-building of peer relationships and creating a new sense of inclusion
and purpose, is vital. Their desire, highlights that despite all that has happened over the
last six months, young people want to involved with shaping their future....possibly more
than ever!

To keep up to date on what various youth voice groups are doing and achieving; Please
visit, follow, like: www.facebook.com/stroudyouthvoice
www.instagram/strouddistrictyouthcouncil www.twitter.com/stroudyouth

Email: steve.miles@stroud.gov.uk

Url: www.facebook.com/stroudyouthvoice

http://www.nya.org.uk/
http://www.instagram/strouddistrictyouthcouncil%20www.twitter.com/stroudyouth
mailto:steve.miles@stroud.gov.uk
https://hub.stroud.gov.uk/www.facebook.com/stroudyouthvoice


Health and wellbeing

Walled Garden Seeds a School Garden

The Walled Garden plants produce seeds each year that volunteers package up for
selling in the Museum shop.

Due to the lockdown we had a surplus from 2019. To avoid them going to waste Bethany
Seager (Front of House Manager) made contact with Eastington Primary School who had
put a call out for seeds to enable children to establish their own garden at the school.

So one garden is seeding another!

We hope to hear how they get on.

Email: museum@stroud.gov.uk

Url: https://museuminthepark.org.uk/the-walled-garden

mailto:museum@stroud.gov.uk
https://museuminthepark.org.uk/the-walled-garden


Health and wellbeing

Don't miss 'Lost in Time'

There is still chance to book a visit to see the superb exhibition 'Lost in Time' by local
photographer, Theo Deproost.

In this exhibition you will encounter geological specimens, tropical butterflies and a
selection of objects that have been collected by, or donated to, the Museum over the last
century.

The objects, and Theo’s images, range from the beautiful, to the slightly unsavoury, to the
frankly bizarre.

If you can't visit you can still view the exclusive exhibition video created by Samuel
O'Brien (Visitor Assistant) during the lockdown, see website link.

Email: museum@stroud.gov.uk

Url: https://museuminthepark.org.uk/lost-in-time

mailto:museum@stroud.gov.uk
https://museuminthepark.org.uk/lost-in-time


Environment

Public Access System Update

The Planning Public Access system will not be accessible between Monday 19th October
and Wednesday 21st October whilst essential maintenance is carried out.

 

During this period the very latest updates available to the system will also be installed and
these include improved mapping functionality and visuals.

Economy

Spend just £5 and you could help the Stroud
economy receive £4.5 million boost this month

We're backing Stroud's Fiver Fest, a national event adopted by the Stroud & District
Chamber of Trade & Commerce that follows SDC's summer #ShopLocal campaign.

“If every adult in Stroud spent just £5 per week in their local independent shops and
businesses, it would mean £4.5 million per year going directly into our local
economy,” says a statement from Totally Locally, the organisation behind the
national event. 

“Which can lead to more jobs, a better high street, a stronger economy & a nicer
place to live. Makes you think doesn’t it?” 

So far 68 businesses have signed up to the Fiver Fest, which will see participating
independent businesses pledge an offer for just £5.

 



Examples of Fiver Fest offers include: 12 free-range flavoured pork sausages from
Waghorne’s the Butchers, Cajun Fried Sweet Potato Burger and Polenta Fries from
Karibu, Orchard Toys Snap from Ducklings Toy Shop, 200g Tubby Toms Seasoning from
Made in Stroud, Mixed £10 earrings for only £5 from Phetsai Designs, Bunch of
Eucalyptus from The Lily Pad Florist, 2 Marseille Soap or Friendly SoapBars from
Cornflower & Calico, Thought Ankle Socks from A Brilliant Disguise. 

A map of the participating businesses is available
from www.stroudchamber.org.uk/fiverfest. 

We'll be publishing a link to Fiver Fest from the SDC website, and sharing posts on our
social media channels. Please support it by sharing the posts, and supporting the local
businesses on your high street.

Fiver Fest will take place betwee 10-24 October

 

 

SARA Sharpness

http://www.stroudchamber.org.uk/fiverfest


Keith Gerrard, SDC's Strategic Director of Communities, together with Berkeley Vale ward
members were part of the reception committee cheering five Severn Area Rescue
Association crew members who walked from Gloucester to Sharpness in full kit on
Saturday 26 September.

SARA is SDC's charity of the year, and the walk was part of its campaign to raise £25,000
for urgent repairs to its Sharpness lifeboat station.

A message from SARA: "We did it. The Docks to Docks Challenge walk was an amazing
success. As a result of all your support, we hit the £5,000 target for the lifeboat-station
repairs early on Sunday evening. In fact, with all your other fundraising efforts, we have
now raised more than £15,000!!!

And how are the intrepid walkers now? They arrived at Sharpness smiling broadly – but
you could tell that the walk had been a real and painful challenge for them – and a couple
of them had severe blisters on their feet which are only now beginning to fade. What
heroes!

We would like to say ‘thank you’ to everyone who supported us – the media who
publicised the event in advance, the Mayor of Gloucester who set the walkers off, the
many people along the canal who cheered and clapped and put money in our collecting
buckets, the Black Shed café who arranged free teas and coffees, and Stroud District
Council who met the walkers as they arrived.

But most of all we would like to say a huge THANK YOU to everyone who dug deep into
their pockets and gave us the money we needed to carry out the repairs to the lifeboat
station. This is not an easy time for anyone, so it’s humbling that so many people were
able to help us. We are very, very grateful."

The Charities Team is now in talks with SARA about how we can provide practical help
with the station repairs.

 

The photo shows Berkeley Vale ward members Haydn Jones & Linsdey Green at the
Sharpness lifeboat station.

Url: https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/SARASharpness2020

https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/SARASharpness2020


Environment

Telecommunications and Planning rights

As a planning authority, Stroud District Council has received a number of applications in
relation to the installation of telecommunications equipment.

 

If you'd like to know more about the development rights on this subject, please take a look
at the guidance note here.

 

 

https://hub.stroud.gov.uk/docs/TelecommunicationsGuidanceNoteFinal.pdf


Health and wellbeing

Download The Pulse App today

You can now download the new Pulse app from the Apple store or Google Play.

The app will enable you to keep in touch with what is going on at The Pulse, book and
pay for your favourite class, gym or swim session.

The learn to swim portal can also be located on the app which makes topping up lesson
payments and monitoring your own childs progress so much easier.

Look out for our new virtual class library which is coming soon to the app.

Email: angela.giilingham@stroud.gov.uk

mailto:angela.giilingham@stroud.gov.uk


environment

Stroud Natural Flood Management Project -
updates on the latest projects

Positive Press

This week the Rural SuDS Project and Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust hosted a joint site
visit with Stroud MP Siobhan Baillie at a Natural Flood Management site in Painswick.

The site has recently had 10 leaky dams installed in order to slow the flow of flood waters
during heavy rain events, improve in-stream biodiversity and reduce the movement of
sediment downstream. This scheme is part of a suite of measures to reduce flood risk
within the district.

Rosemary McCloskey the Rural SuDS Project Officer said of the visit

“It was a pleasure to host this site visit and a great opportunity for our local MP to hear
more about this important project, which addresses key priorities of SDC and
Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust related to climate change resilience and improving
biodiversity”

 



 

Featured in the first photo from the left – Peter Burdett (landowner), Siobhan Baillie MP,
Rosemary McCloskey (Rural SuDS Project Officer), Emma Settle (Living Landscapes
Team).

Rural SuDS Project recognised nationally

The visit comes in the same month as an Invitation to speak at Westminster Energy,
Environment & Transport Forum policy conference on Flood and coastal erosion risk
management in December this year. Cllr Simon Pickering and Rosemary McCloskey will
attend and present a presentation about the Rural SuDS Project to an audience that will
include Members of both Houses of Parliament, senior government officials involved in
this area of public policy, together with stakeholders and experts from across the country.
Emma Howard Boyd, Chair, Environment Agency, will be delivering a keynote address at
this seminar.

Earlier this year the Rural SuDS Project was included in the Governments National Flood
and Coastal Erosion Risk Management (FCERM) Strategy for England.

 

Project Delivery – What’s been happening on the ground

The Project is having a busy month delivering schemes in Painswick, Slad and
Toadsmoor valleys in partnership with local landowners. We have installed leaky dams,
silt traps, earthen bunds and improved track drainage. 



Photo 2: a leaky dam under construction 

 

 

Email: rosemary.mccloskey@stroud.gov.uk

Environment

Volunteer tree planting day - a chance to take
part

Following on from the success of our last corporate volunteer day in December 2019, The
Rural SuDS Project is looking for SDC volunteers for another corporate volunteering day
planting trees at a farm in Pitchcombe. The event will be on the 4  of November (am or
pm sessions available as we are splitting in to two sessions due to Covid restrictions).

If you are interested in taking part please contact rosemary.mccloskey@stroud.gov.uk

No previous skills or equipment required (just a pair of wellies or boots!).

th

mailto:rosemary.mccloskey@stroud.gov.uk
mailto:rosemary.mccloskey@stroud.gov.uk


Elections update

Following the postponement of the 2020 Elections due to Covid-19 we would like to
provide you with a brief update as we  look ahead to Thursday May 6  2021 when the
Police and Crime Commissioner for Gloucestershire, County, District and Parish Council
elections will be taking place.

Planning is already underway and we would like to reassure you that our highest priority
is the safety of our staff and our electorate. We are currently reviewing and undertaking
initial work with regard to every aspect of the election.

In anticipation of a possible shortfall in our Polling Station staffing levels, coupled with the
need to be able to offer short notice cover for last minute cases of self-isolation we would
very much like to add new staff to our Team.

If you think you would enjoy the experience of being right at the heart of the democratic
process and would like to find out more about working in a polling station and the rates of
pay, please get in touch direct via email: elections@stroud.gov.uk

Or online at : https://hub.stroud.gov.uk/organisation/about-the-council/elections/staffing-
for-future-elections

 

 

 All applicants must be over 18, not a member of a political party, eligible to work in the
UK and available for the whole day and evening of Thursday May 6  2021.

th

th
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